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WAGERING AFPARATUS, METHODS AND SYSTEMS
BACKGROUND
There are a range of betting and lottery producis in the market. For example, there are
pure pool betting products, such as the Pick 6 horse racing product in the United States and

the Seoop & racing product {among others) in the United Kimgdom. There ave also sports

ch as soceer individual games andfor pool wagering products. Pick 6 and

o

betting produets
Seoop & provides a six log jackpot type bet that may also include a bonus pool and
considation prizes. The product fype i relatively successful and provides plavers with a
chance o win a large sum by batiing on six races on a given race day. Similar muluple g
pool wagering s ailowed for other types of racing events and multiple sports events,

In the United Kingdom, there also presently exists a free 0 play game offered by

fust one set of soceer oorreet

Skybey, the “Super € whereby plavers are aliowed to make

score selections to try 10 win a guaraatesd payout, The Super 6 also has some similarities to

Py b3

o
the traditional seocer pools product but fs ditforent in that 1t is not pradicting draws and only

six sefections are necessary. Many countries have similar peol products where players are
asked to select winners in six or seven horse or dog races and can win a share of a large pool.

In the United Sates, nwmercus states have lotteries where plavers select for example six
numbers and purchase a fottery ticket for a specific drawing, There is also a "Mega Millions™
game in which several states participate in a pooled jackpat. The correct selection of alf six
nuntbers allows the ticket bearer to claim all ov a portion of the pooled jackpot, depending on

the number of winning tiokets.
The waditional sgecer pools products in the Uniled Kingdom offer & large pavont it

fed

draw. Within socoer befting, correct score hetting is the sceond maost popuiar market after the
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and gaming company a‘fscrmt}}" reported that 84% of its retail {Le. in betting shops) soccer bets

© ~

fihose are on four-§

were coupon based accumudators, Almost 90% id and ghove, A four-

he bets are on four selertions and more. By comparison, i
oniline beting, twice ag many bets are singles as is the case in belting shops, and only 35%

are four-fold and above,
Within this market scgmens, there I8 & need for new products to geperate and maintain
consumer ingerest.

SUMMARY
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The present disclosure is divected to a market gap for the creation of a unique hetting
prosuct where playvers make selections in a number of different fegs which, gs detined below,
can inciude any of o variety of different disorste ovents {&.g., an auto race), paral events

{c.g., an inning of a bascball game, a sef in tennis), components of ovents (e.g., one or meore at
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bats by a particidar player in baseball game or numbers selected in a pa

fottery drawing), multiple independent events {e.g., two football games that may ocour

quentially or concurrently) andior compilations of events {v.g., & championship series).
Those players who correctly seleet ali {or some predefined poriifm of the winners of gach leg

JEORY N

have an opporfunity to solely obtain and/or share in the procecds of the stakes of alf the other

plavers, less any applivable deduction to cover operating costs and/or operator profit, and

frave the opportunity 1o win a prize. Por example, in mulii-leg event pools, prizes may include

without Hmit a full or fractional portion of a Jackpot Pool (2.2, {or all correct sejections),

¥

potentially a Bones Pool {eg., for one additional outtome the following week, game, o1

event) andfor a possible Consolation Pool {e.g., for @ subset of correct selections, or other

as, for example: did @ horse place Yor

pre-defined formy of partial

&

rather than win fix jackpot).  As another example. i the multi-leg event

rdates accunmulaior or parlay wagering, the playvers that correctly select the outcome

of each leg {or any uther number of designated legs, for instance) have an opporiunity o

solely obtain and/or share one or wmore prizes.

In either case, 1f no plaver selects a correct winning combination of vesults, as one

!

example, the amounts staked available to win may be carvied forward umtil 3 nexi hetting

eyvele, for example the next week, and may be avsilable to win by anyone selecting a covrect

B
h

commbination of ouwcomes, or alternatively all or auy portion of the amounts staked available
1 win may be retatued by an operator or other designated entity. As shoudd be understoad,

atthougl isclosed herein, there are many other sutconm: for how the amounts

may e handled sndéor disposed of, and should be considered

wncorporated herein

However, (0 ensure that @ significant prive is avaisble in the first oycle ov first week

or after & prize is claimed, in one exampie it is contemplated that there may be an operator

~

guaranteed amount available © win cach fime the games are played, at least antil signd

f!

¥

¥}

serves have boen built wp.
Notably, various implementations may boe betting scenarios or aliornatively in other
implementations plavers miay choose o play just for fun, where no stakes are actuslly

wagered,
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A unigue differentintor of the product of the present disclosure may be that at any

desired time afiey inltiation of an event (such as at any time after a “ticket” s purchased until
completion of an event, aflor cach fog has been completed, ween legs, including

potentially as 3 leg is “in-play™, and/or during a designated span of time before, during andior

affer any of the legs), any desired number of pliovers who remain eligible for a prive (and
] *,ﬁ'r.\v\_t'qii-; “i’“‘qb '-{'i“ 3;:0E§-3i ~ ¥ O %r} vy "}iqi"f‘-A R ¥ Yy T }}1\ orrect
i‘i‘ WAl ¥ouneg Sy € IR i TOF BONusS &?‘i 0; TOTISOEANON 1’;5\.5 QF IO @ OF NEYEe Corredt
{win} predictions for each of the events o legs that are comg}_iew& may be offered a “buy-

out” or an opportunily 10 sell their tokets (in whole or alioraatively may be in part {Le., 8

amie operator or through the game operator {or aliernatively

1e
fed

divectivy 1o a third party {c.2.. ohe or more system operator(s), business ontity or antities such

-

as a merchani(s), one or more other porsons, other player(sh, eic). Thus, for example, the
game operatny {or any other entity} may offer the player a fractional amount of the potential
Iackpot Pool to by the ticker for the still pending game(s} and thereby provide the player the

opportunity to cash in and avold the risk of being eliminated on a later log or the final event.
in other examples, a toket beld by plavers may be comprised of one ur more divisions, and
the buy-out offer or sale may mvolve just certain divisions of the ticket, so that those

~

divisions gre soid but the player retains ownership of the romaining divisions of the ticket. in

vet another example, a tioket held by a player may include an accumulator or partay wager, in
which case the player may roceive {or initiate) & bav-out offer or sale for & fractional amount

of 3 prize {e.g., & jackpot) and which may occur at any Hme, such as before, during and/o
afler any of the legs specified by the wager have bren completed.

In addition to the Jackpot Pool or final Jackpol, there are other pools that could form
part of the pool game. Part of the amount staked could be reserved to provide one or more
Consolation Pool{s} which may be won by those whu corvectly select a portion of the correct
outcomes or another consolation scenarfo.  As an example, a playver may be eligible for a
Consolation Pool by selecting “any 7 of a Brecder’s Cup Pick 6 pool, 5 of 75
vovedish maulti-leg pool bet based on the sport of “trotting”), or every selection “placed” i1 the
event every selection did not win, as is the consolations  the UK scoopé.  In addition,
another part of the amount siaked could be reserved to provide a Bonus Pool which will be
available to winners of the main pool, if they are able 1o select additional outcomes after they
have successfully won the Jackpet Pooll  In addition, the players that corroctly select the
winners of gay number of feps can also win one or mowe interim Jackpots thal ooours priey o
w"fz;\h lon of the event. Thus, the anmueunt staked {ur the various intestm fackpots would be

% ¢ id

ot which ocgurs where there s g winner(s) of the last leg tha
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pocurs at the end of the event. When either of these pools are offered, any purchaser of 2
ticket such as the operator discussed above waould become the owner of the rights in the ticket

with respect o the opportunity t© win the Consolation Poolds), nterbm Jackpot(s) or Bonus

BRIBF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FiG, ©is 8 schematic representation of a wagering svstem hardware and network
commected to varjous wagering stations or wagering terminals and other devices which may
be used in acenrdance with an aspect of the present disclosure,

FIG. 7 is a more detailed sche svstern hardware

and network that conirels the operation of the s

FIG 4 is 2 table depioting goal expectancy for six yoars across the main soocey

feaguss angd the World Cap. FIGL S ¢ flow chart of the logic of the software
o
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

£

The present disclosare is directed to & new betting product developed fiw a wide range

of dgﬁsﬁi eations, including any event where betling may be utilived or even scenarios where
play is just for fun, such as, and withowt Hmitation, any type of actual or virtual sporting

event or any type of game; for instance, one implementation may apply to the most globally

1 iy
H

bat upon sport In the workll sceeer and specificaily United Kingdom Premier Leagyue socger

2

The concept, however, has more widespread applications and potential appeal, and thus &

i

may be applicd 10 other types of sporting events {Le,, American foothall, horse racing, car

]

racing, hockey, baseball, baskethall, lacrosse, wrestling, just as & fow examples) as well as

(‘v

being expanded io other events such as games (both virtual and real), inchading but mt

%,

Teoa

L]

3

timited 1o, virtual and real card games (¢.g.. jacks, poker, blackiack, Texas hold ‘ern, o

otterivs, racing, it machines and other mudth-leg/multi-eventsfmuiii-outcome or divisibie

games (such as games or sefs in fennds, insings in baseball, etc), or any combinstions of

&

desired events, Fusther, the beting prodoct of the present disclosure is saitable for "betling
for fun,” which is beiting with no actual siakes at risk.

IG, 1 is a schematic of an exemplary wagering system havdware and anetwork that
will be used herein (o describe and Hlustrate one impleinentation of the preseot disclosure.
The system inchudes a network, including a system controlier, for example, such as based on

belng nterconnected through the internet 10 fo a plurality of wagey
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S

input devices such as wagering stations 14, wagering terminals {incloding selfeservice

wagering terminals) 16, and intervet connecied computing systems 18, smart phones 28,
tablet computers 22 and televisions 24 each of which is represestative of a plarality
type of wager input device {e.g. wagering stafions I4ANY As should be enderstood the term
“system controlier™ should be broadly construed (o comprise any hardware device or devices

s onivics riaed 4 TH s s dvend ey §1 1 RO PG |
that mchudes at least one central processing wat (CPUY or other processing device and

asaocited memory,  As will also be discussed beh‘.sw, the concepts berein may also be

applied 1o gaming machines, so gaming machine 26 {s depicted as an additional input device
to the central sorver system {2 in Fig, 1. The term "log™ as osed herein should be broadiy

comstrued and may comprise any desired number of individual components of any tyvpe of

event, such asany type of game or sporting event. For oxample, and without Hmitation, a leg

o
[r]
W

may comprise a spovting ovent in §s entivety, such as a soceer game, American football game,

i T

Bovse tace, car race, hookey game, baseball game, basketball game, Jacrosse game, wrestling
mateh, ete., any portion of & sporting event, such as an huning of basehall, a half of g sovcer
game, & single horse race, a guarter of an American football game, a single wrestiing matoh,
£ie., an goourrence within an event or game, such as a particular player scoring & goal {e.g.,
hockey or soccer) or 8 particular player getting a hit in a baseball game, or 2 combination of

games or events such as the World Series in baseball oo any other sports playoff series. In

o

ed mamber of

addition, a5 an example and withowt Hmitation, a leg may comprise any desis
individual components of any game or a game in its entirety, virtual and real. such as, for
instance, and without Bmbation, Keno, jacks, poker, blackjack, Texas hold 'em, raving, video

games {inchuding Hve and online video games, as examples), siot machines and lotieries, ete.

As ong example, with respect to slot machines. a separate log may correspond to each reel

*

{whether virtual or mechanical), or any particular number or Jdesignated reels, of the slot

machine, As ancther example, with respect to a loltery, a separate leg may correspond fo
sach item, or any particular number or designated Hems, used (o determine who may have
won a given lotiery, such as numbered balls, As another example, with respect o a cand

i

game {o.g., whether virtual or mechanical, cte., 8 separate leg may cenvespond o cach card,

el

or any particular number or designated cards, that are played in a given card game. As should
be understood, however, the amount and nature of the individual components that comprises
a lop may vary widei} 5 a given application as may be desived, such as ranging anywh

from one (Lo, an ontire event) to a plurality of individual components (e, parts of an event,

such as recls of 8 slot mackine, nambers in a loflory, sards in a card game, portions of @ gan

of sporting event, eic.}.

'th
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The wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 of Pl 1 are depicted in an
exemplary only embodiments, bot as known in the avt they may nchude a support structure,
houstng or cabinet which provides support for a plurality of displays. inpats, controls and

other features of a conventional wager termunal, The wagerﬁ:ng stations 14 may be configured

so that usyrs cant be the party placing a svager, while the wagering terminals 16 may be

gonfigured for an operafor at g commercial logation such &% a store or betthng fxciid

ager stattons {4 and wagering terminals 16 may by positionsd on a base or stand or can be

t=

configured as & table-top which a user can operate preferably while sitting. The wagering

o

stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may further include a device for accepting & monetary

value associated with a wager wherein the device may include, for example, a coin collector,

a bill collector or 3 card reader, The wagering stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may

ES

further nclade one or more of for a ticket and/or vouche

C,,,

a displav, a card reader/writer ang
printer o visuvally display. store on a card andior a player account{s}, andior pring wager
receipts and potentially vouchers representing cash-ont values and successfisl play awards

{e.g., an Taward” or “awards” as defined heroin shall by broadly construed and shall inclode,

without hmitation, a designated currency, virtual currency, tokens, crodits, coupons, services,

personal or real property, virtual property, assets, investments, negotiable struments {Such

as checksy, commodities, food, lodping, enterminment, slieviation of ohligations, gaming
opportunities, wager enhancoment andfor any other benefii(s) or posbiens the

a playery. The wagering stattons 14 and wagering terminals

provided or othenwvise offere:
15 may also inchule a ticket or voucher reader andfor @ dispenser for dispensing a monelary

amount, such as, without limitation, cash, viriual corrency andior tokens, oto. For example,

the ticket or voucher reader yway be adapted to read and aliccate crediis ralye

associated with a ticket or voucher t0 one or more players and/or player acconnts, The hill

¥

collector, tioket v voucher reader and dispenser may be separate or integrased into s single

o '22‘

The wager stations 14 and wagering tormingls 16 preferably include st least one

gircuit or one or more application-specitic mcgm-c'i civeuits LASKCS). The provessor is in
commupication with or operable to access or 1o exchange signals with at least one data
storage or memory device. The processor and the memory device reside within the cabinet

The memory device stores program code and by the provessor, 10

t

controf the wager stations 14 and wagering termingls 16 and commmanicate with the central

N

1

fhe momory deviee also stores other data such as image deta, event data,

6
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user input data, tioket tracking assigmmens generators, pay-table data or information and
applicable rules that relate to the operation of the wager stations B4 and wagering terminals
16 and the particular type of buy-cut method and process deseribed herelr

it is wiso contemplated that an operator or a player can use 2 computing system I8,
such as a desktop computer, a lapiop personal computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA) or

=t N
smmariphone 20, portable tablet computing device 22, or other computerized platformy or
intoractive web-enabied television 24 to access the central server system 12 via a networX,
internet or intraned, so as to initiate 8 wager and access the collertive wagering pool. 1o this
implementation, i is contemplated the users’ devices would also receive messages and the
buy-out offers discussed below from the poeol operator via the central server system 12, so
that the individual user could partivipate in the wagering systom and buy-back option via the

user’s connectad device,

it is confernpdated that the wager stations 14, wager terminals 16 andior personal

e

computing svsterns 18, as well as the smart phones 20, tablet computers 22 and televisions 24

ad

disclosed herein may be operable over a wired or wireless network, such as part of a wired or

$

wireless wagering systom. In this embodiment, the computing systems. {8 may be a han

[»¥

3

held device, a mohile device or any other suitable wireless device that enables » user 10
participate I the pooled wagering systern 8t any suitabie location. It is contemplated that the

ke

computing systems 18 or at feast the server sysiem as disclosed hercin may be a device that

has obtained approval from g regulatory agency or commiission ov a device that has not
chiained or require approval from a regulatory agency or commission,  FIG, 2 1s'a more
detalled schematic vepresentation of the wagering system hardware of the contral server
svstem 12 that controls the operation of the system of FYG. T The central server system 12
may inchide one or more rack mounted server computers 120 each with at least one cenwal
orocessing un@t {UPLH or other processing device and associsted memory. As an example

20 of FIG. 2 may be Powerbdge R430 Rack

ondy, e rack mounted server computers

oo

ssis devices having a 300 OB hard drive, one or two Intel Xeon ES<24350 processors, 24

GB memories with RAID conpectivity nsing & RAID controller card, One or move of the
"3 *

computers 120 may also inclade an input device, an output device and a driver for a display
devige. The computers 120 withun the central server system 12 are shown as being hardwived
{0 cach other and to the intornet, but the respective computers or portions of the setwork may
mclude cither wived andfor wireless conmectivily o the bmernel, to an infranel of an

fa

Hternative networked communicati

,.L

15, for example and without Emitation, a

W

cloud-based system, an autonomic system, & client—server based system, a grid based system,
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a mainframe baged systemn, & utility based systemy, 8 peer-to-peer based system, a cloud
gaming based system, or any other suitable types of system architectures, topographies or
configurations.
fn addition to the respective computers 120, the central server system as depicted i
FIG. 2 includes one or more, and in this example, two network switches 122 and two firewall
devices 124, The network switches 122 may for example be Hewlett Packard mode] 2510
480G Switches and the firewall devices 124 may be Cisco Model ASA 5528 frowalls and
associgted sofbware. Ay fHustrated, the frewsli devices 124 are interconnected to cach other

snd to the intemnet, and each firewall device 124 18 also connected 10 one of the network

The setwork switches 122 are connected to the respective computers 120, which as

&)
shown may be divided into logical fanctions to control cerlaly aspects of the operation of the

wagering sysiem which may be best understood in connection with the block diagram of the
functional architecture of the program for the wagering system iHlustrated in Fig. 3. In FIG.
2, there may be provided a redundancy for the respective computers 128 such that as shown

there are two mm‘pmei‘s 120 for esch of the tasks, and the redundani computers 129 are

erconnecte

As Hlustrated in FIG. 2, there are five pairs of computers depicted interconnected
through 2 bus, and through the bus to switches 177 The five pairs inclede computers 1204,
associated with the web nterface and connectivity, computers 1208 associated with the Mid-
Tier program, computers 120C for a database; computers 1200 for a Tote program and
compuisrs 120 providing the management interface for the ceatral server system, all as
described in more detail below in connection with Fig. 3. The computers 120F are shown
g & workstation 126 including an input device such as a keyboard and an output or
splay device such as a monitor. Also, the respective computers peed not be located in the
same faciity, thus for example the computers 1200 providing the Tote functionalily may be

g the Mid-Tier functionality,

remote from the computers 1208 providing
The central server system 12 of FIGS. 1 and 2 may include sofiware programs fov

wagering software functionality such as regisiration, deposit taking, withdrawals, account

b2
e

sections that may include current and provious bet histories, fixtures, results, historical data,
roles and regolations,  These types of software programs having these functionalities are in
place in various totalizer facilities and are thus known in the art, However, FIG. 3 s provided

to further Hlusteate the process steps of the program snd operation of the central server

system 12 associated with the pool wagering systems contemplated by the present disclosure.

g
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The

rapt for the known ‘i’"z.a‘-.miicma.ii?y of a totalizer facility noted above would be

b

incorporated in the Micro Tote 408 program. as discussed further below.
PIG. 3 represents an exemplary functional architecture of & program hosted or
supported by ihe contral server system 12, The core program is ropresenied by the center

Mid Tier™ program 402, The Mid Tier program 402 interacts with

hook identifed as the

the vespective customer and website administrator input programs i the lefi side

X ¥

ams in the

identified as the Website program 404, as well as the scoounting ¢

block identified as the Micro Tote program 408, The Mid Tier program 402 communicates

using an "’Application Prograwe  Interfice” hereinafter “APLY allowing bi-directional

g

1s'¢»ug;j§1, the Mid Tier program 402, as represented by the Mercham

x = -

APL 40

[
4]
L
“ .ZF
.ro
-
%
!”'
I
A4
,
I'TJ
:;

bsite program 304 and the Mid Tier program 402, and the Tote

APL 410 as between the Micro Totwe program 408 and the Mid Tier program 483, reference
lines

The Mid Tier program 402, a3 shown w FIG 3, may include a Merchant APL 420
program, 8 Cashein 422 program gnd an Administration 424 program. It is contemplated that

dicated stand-alone server systom and program

tom of the present disclosure, or the subroutines

nsed wagering system of the present disclosure may be added to a server

s

anigue 1o the poo!
system and program that also hosts other types of wagering pools,
As depicied in the Merchant AP 420 program box, there mav be several HTTP POST

tines incloding a Place Bet POST 430, Ticket Enguivy POST 432, Available

% s

se a bet on the Operator system. The Ticket Enguiry POST 432

t & ticket has been sold on the Operator system. The Available

yatine is used to confirm ¢

offers POST 434 routine s used o determing what bet rading

s the customer, The Aceept Offer POST 436 routine is used 1o

438

)

s

Oifer POX yatine s used o decline an offer,

-
-

As depicted in the Merchant AP 420 program boy, the system may generate several

file updates including a Competition Summary FILE -%%'3,_ a Competition Detall FILE 442, 8

&

Pool C

has

RoN
(o]
2]
3
)
)
o

¢ FILE 444, a Fixture Change TILE 446, a2 Competition Change FHLE 44

IS

36, The Competition Susmmary FILE 4490 routine holds g summary Hst

s,

Ticket Payouis FiLE
of the available competitions Tt is upduted when new competitions are added, old ones are
deleted, or when the stafus or current fixtore changes. The Competition Detall FILE 442

routine bolds details aboot the competition. The Pool Change FILE 444 routine holds details

9



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

on peoi-evel information changes on a competition. The Fixture Change FILE 446 routine

i3

¢ o

holds detatls when Gxture-level changes on a competition, The Competition Change FHLE

448 routine bolds details when computition-level inforrmation changes. The Ticket Payouts

FILE 450 rengtine holds details for eack pool as its statys becomes offfeial.

The Mid Tier program 402, as shown in FIG, 3, wludes

! program, which iself may inelude the Offers Generation 432 routine, the Offers

roaitine and the Tickets 436 routine. The Cash-in 422 program is vesponsible fiw determiniag
when an offer to buy-out a ticket holder will be made, and the price that will be offered.

Within the Cashein 422 program, the Offers Generation 432 rogtine is the tading engine that,

¥

when triggered, will generate a set of < over all of the tickets that are still potential

winners and then poblish the offors and receive/process the acce

Merchant AP 420, The Offers 454 routine stoves all the offor made, accepted and declined.
The Tickets 456 routine stores all the tickets for a pool and whe the rightful owner is.

Further, the Mid Tier program 402, as also shown n FIG. 3, may include the Administration
424 program, which iiseif may inchude a Create Read Update Delete {CRUD) Merchants 46(

routing, Trading Risk Management 462 routing, Stop Trading 464 routing, Reporting 466

routing, Probabilities 488 rontine and Random Number Generator (RN Logi' 476 routing,
The Merchanis 460 routine i3 to create, read, update and delete third party Merchant details
within the Mid ¥ The Trading Risk Managoment 462 routine iy to aliow the coniral and

\./

of cash-in trading. The Stop Trading 464 rontine is to allow cash-in trading to be

stopped if required. The Reporting 466 routing is for calcudating and reporting on settlement

with Merchant systems, The Probabilities 468 routing is for the uploading of probabilities

s caleulstions, The BNG Logic 479 routine is use for QuickPick bets,

~

used in the wradh

Tradiions! quick picks generally allo

previlent in jotleries (where each mwmnber has
with some gstimated probabilities such as horse racing (or other event where outeomes do not
have equal probability or prospects). It is intended that quick picks in the initis! fterations of
these games may or may not be in fact SMART PROKS, o that a quick pick wiil only be

soviding the winning outcome
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and fia relative sepse to the size of the pool (which may be fixed or variable {e.g. based on

the public spendy or goavantee. For example, in the seven leg correct score gamie, some

¥

¥

outcornes are ioss than Imillion-to-one, where other putcomes are groater than 1 arillion-to-

one.  tThe smart pick will not allocate a gelek pick ticket to a olient unless it s within

p]

certain maoltiple of the pool size, say five times,  As such, when the pool is £5 million, alf £1
IR > E

Y

10
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quick picks (smart pleks) will only be allocated to clients wanting a quick piek (smart pick),
if they are less than 25 million-to-one. The reason for this smart pick adjustment s to ensure
that smart pick players are not grossty disadvaniaged by being allocated a random ticket with
potentially very minimal probability of success, especially in reactions 1o the pool size.

in an aliernate embodiment, the probability of generating a particular quick picks
{smart picks) ticket may be proportional fo the probability of cach oulcome winning in
addition to the smart picks caps described above. Other implementations with respect o
QuickPioks/SMART PICKS that are commercially known and not deseribed herein may also
be wtitized as desived.

Now referring to the left side block of FIG. 3, the Website program 404 may be
represented as incliding subprograms for & oser interface 480 representing a dedicated

o

website onn which wagers may be entered for oxample by a customer using a personal

[#)

computer or alternatively a wagering lerminal as discussed above. Onee logged into the
website, the user Interface 480 provides a registration and login routine 482, an account
funding routine 484, a playver protection voutine 486 and a betting interface routine 488, The
user mterface 489 also provides a routine {n allow interconnection with & payment provider
494, for example WORLUPAY®R, providing a secure method by which payments for wagers
may he sobmitted. The user interface 480 may also provide routines to provide a customer
fodger 492, customer statements 494 aud currenicy exchange rate calculator 496,

As an alternative to the customer using a dodicated website, i 15 contemplated that the

users could fiteract with 8 Merchant Microsite 300, represgnting for exampie an established

g

vetting hounse or parlor having Hs own customer base and methods of collecting wagers and
paying disbarsements from and to playvers. These types of Merchant Microsites 300 would be
provided with their own Merchant AP 406 for communicating with the server hosting the
Mid Tier 402 program. The Merchant Microsites 500 include routings {or single sign on 32

ot

to the wagering pool and a payment AP S04 to assist in the respective accounting functions

’(u

yrr)

as botween the operator of the Merchant Microsite 504 and the host of the pool wagering
As also reflected in the Website program 4{4, the Administrative {Admin) Console
SHO routing is provided to wanage the User aterface 480, The Admin Console 310 routine,
operated by the website administrator, may include an Account Management 512 routing for
managing customer aceount details, a Paviment Reconciliation 514 moutine for administration
of customer deposits and withdrawals with a payment provider ltke WORLDPAY®, a

Costomer Relationship Management (CRM) 516 routine for managing sales, marketing and

11
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customer service interactions with customers and a Content Management System {CME) 518

routine for the creation, editing and publishing on content on the Website 404,

i

vight side block of FIG, 3, the Micro Tote 408 rvouting in the

program squivalont 1o 3 “Towlsator” which receives, caloulates and provides a display

output for all bats made in g given progressive pool bet system. The Micro Tote 408 routine
may thus include 3 Gateway 520 program, a Memory Grid 522 program, a Central Repository
524 program and an Administration 328 progs The Gateway 320 program includes a

routine posting the wagering card 530, somning sl of the wagering §

534, and calculating cach potential pavout 336, The Gateway 520 program also includes a
routing for pooling and accumulating all of the Gateway Tickets 338, which is the maswer
routine for each bet that has been placed and accepted in the pool.
Also within the Micro Tote 408 is 2 Momory Grid 522 program that includes a Poot
Coilations 340 routine.  The Pool Collations 340 routine calcplates and continwousty
he odds as each bet is placed and accepted, and as cach event result occurs

o, so as o dewermine the odds with respoect to cach remaining active ticket

vithin the pool ber. The odds and all information caleulated by the Pool Collatinns 344

routing s routed through the Tote AYE 410 o the Mid-Tier 402, and specifically to the
Merchant AP 424, Cash-in 422 and Adminisiration 424 routines,

Alse within the Micro Tote 408 is a Central Repository 324 program that includes a

13ty

vres,
.)l

icket ¥ 42 routine retains 2 complete record of cach

bet placed, sach respeciive ticket, all payouts, and ot unpaid credits for alf of the respective

poots. The information within the Ticket History 542 routine may be maintained primarily
for the henetit of regulators and/or oversight organizations and taxing agencies,
Finally, the Micro Tote 408 may alse include an Adminiatration 526 program that

includes routines for Mos ssage {ueue 344 which is for bster-process communications within

~
the Micro Tote, CUreate Read Update Delete {CRUD) Wager Card 546 is for setiing up the

ovent information that will be wagered on. Manual Bvents 348 is for manually managing

3.
H

updates (o events, CRUD Merchants 3530 is for create, read, update and delete third party
3 ¥ v

~

Merchant inlrmation on the Micro Tote, reports 352 is for settloment reports for the Micro
Tote and Data Feads 354 {s for third party event feeds.

With respect to the software programs of Fig, 3, and with respect i the respestive

computers of Fig. 2, oo ters 120A drive the consumer websites €8, merchant microsites

3 and the website administration comsole 310, computers 1208 host the mam Mid-Tier

o . -

program for driving the merchant AP 420, cash-in 422 and mid-tier administration console

12
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424, compuiers 1200 bost the program for physically m&inl‘ﬁi;}ing the Customer Ledger

database 492, compoters 1261 host the prograny for physically maintaining the Tote 408 that

.

comsists of Cratewsy 520, Mowory Grid 522, Central Re ;\osi’mry 24 and Tote administration

&~ - - 3

console 326, and computers 120E host the program providin

management
interface for the entive intereelated system software.

For the wagering and option buy-out systemy of the present disclosure, the cendral

server systern 12 3 gsrwmﬂmﬂi o provide o the wager siations 14, wager terminals 16 or

personal devices 18, 280, 22 or 24 vartous options for placing wagers on one or more {€.8. 2

g

sequence of anddor separate diserete) sporting events spread over an appropriate interval, The

wagsr stations 14, wager tesnunals 16 or porsonal computing systems 18 would allow a

player o place & wager on & series of {0y separate discrete) sporting ovents, for example three

b

1o gight soceer matches scheduled o ocour over a three day period, The player would select

the winners, or in some ewbodiments the particular scores of the matches {or any ot

variablesy, for each particular sporting event within a defined cumulated pood or other. The

vy
o)

player would receive sither a printed ticket or an electronic ticket representing the selections

he amownt of the bet. The controlier or server system 12 would muaintain the pool

¢ identifiers to cach wager and ticke! placed hnto the pool, and dotermine any

pavout requirements from the pooled wagers iy the event of a successful selection of all of
the evenis,

The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 18 wmay inclade one or more display
devices controlied by the processor. The display devices mnay be conpectad 10 or mounted 1o

the cabinet of the wager terminal. The embodiments as genemiiy Hivstrated i FIG, | may

inchude, as known in the art, o display device which displays the betling options. This display

io

isplay any suitable secondary nformation associated with the pool

-

device may also «

{i‘

wagering sysiem. The wager stations 14 and wager terrminals 16 may taclade a oredit display

which displays a player's current number of credits, cash, account balance ov the equivalent,
in one emhodiment, wager terminal inchides a bet display whieh displays a plaver's amount

wagered. The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 may include, without Himitation, a

hy

montior, a television display, a plasma display, 8 Hguid crystal display (LUD)Y a display based

[#9

on light emitting diodes {LED), a display based on a plurality of organie light-omitting diodes

(OLEDs), a display based on poiymer light-emitting diodes {PLEDs), a display based on a

- S E o

phurality of surfice-conduction clectron-emitters {SEDs), a display eluding a projected

3} i1 ,

gredfor reflected intage or any other suitable electronic device or display mechanism. I one

«r—:

”

L

smbodiment, as doseribed in more detall below, the display device inciudes a touch-scrgen

13
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with an associated touch-sereen controller. The disalay devices may be of ¢

(

* X

and configurstion, such as a square. a reclangle or an clongated rectangle. The wager stations
14 and wager termyinals 16 may be apy sovt of integrated products or stand alone tormunals or
devices, such as, for instance and without limitation, one for & casing oy betting shop, such as
in the nature of a fixed odds betting terminal (CFOBT™) or & Best Gaming Technoiogy
{“BGTT} Self service torminal, 85 examples. Any other soitable types of prodocts or devices
comsrercially known may alse be utilized where desived and in accordance with the neads of

. citae b deacviean bt
a particular implomentation.

,..j

The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 also may include at least one payment
acoepior int comununication with the processor, The paynent aeceplor may include a coin siot

2

sudfor a payment, note or bill accepior, as examples, where the plaver inserts mongy, coins of

tokens. The plaver can place coins iy the coin slot or paper money (e.g., the coins or paper

v ky

money may inchude actugl auddor virtual currency), a ticket or voucher into the paynent, note

),

or Ml acceptor. In other alternatives, devices such as readers or validators tor eredit cards,

-~

debit cards, credit slips or the Jike may accept payvment. A player may insert an identifica

wy

on
cavd futo a card reader of the wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16, The sdentiffeation
srd may be a smart card having a programmed microchip or & magnetic strip coded with a
plaver’s identification, credit totals {or refatest datay and other relevant indormation. A player

MAY Carry a g}{}ri‘ahia device, such as a cell phone, & radio fequency identification tag OF 8Ny

e wiveless device, which communicates a playver's iden

- N

fata) and other refevant information 1o the wager stations {4 amd wager terminals 10,

Money may be transferred to 8 wager station 14 ov wager terminal 1§

o

or, When a player funds the wager station 14 or wager terminal 16, the

=

detgrmines the amount of funds entered and displays the corresponding smount on the credit

display or other suitable display. Az should be understood, where the term “money™ or

& virtual currencies

Pos
&
P
s
-
=
=
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=
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reference to some form of {unds is made hercin, b
would squally be captured by this term,

In gne embodiment, the wager stations 14 and wager tevminals 16 may further be
configured tor read the receipt of a purchased ticket, make a buy back offer on the ticket,
accept that buy back offer, print a ticket for the cashed-in value, print another tickes, and/or

adapt the first toeket so the client bas a record bis ticket is now partially owaed by him,

#

A

¥ ~ 52

clude at least one and proforably

The wager stations [4 and wager tey
a phlurality of input devices in commumication with the processor, The input devices can
» ¢

nchide any suitably device which enables the plaver to produce an input signal wh

14



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

received by the processer. After appropriate funding of the wager station 14 or wager
termyinal 16 the input device s a game selection device or a game play button which is used

3

by the player to identify the sclecied outcome of each of the games/matches

matches or games, the {inal scores andfor ather parameters
e game ov the poind differential. It is contemplated that this

casonably prompily foliowing the completion, and if required

nformation

certification, of the sporting event. With the results of the sporting events fiw a first seguence

of events, the system will mabe a detormination as to whether any individoes] wagers recorded
i the system have correctly selceted the winners {or point spread ete.y of the sporting events,

Afler some pe such as & majority, of the sporting events have peeurred,

Y
17
H

server systern 12 may be conf’xgared to wdontify the remaining ntial winning ticket

tickets for the fackpot Pool, {2, those tickets that bave correctly selected each of the results
{win or consolation} of the events of the completed legs. or vemain eligible for the

#

covisolation prive for selecting a cerain porcentage of the actual winners {Le, & of the 3

winners), Upon determining sthe number of remaining polential winners ol the Jackpot Pool,
the system will determine the Hikelihood of wach tioket winning the Jackpot Pool {alene or

shared with other plavers, which may be known or modeled), and on that basls make &

he atiributed valse of tho ticket based on s respective probability of

’/
(’4
fowsd)
r—J

delermingtios

an offer to buy-oul o one or more players {as disclosed herein, i other examples one or

maore other sources may also bo used in addition to, or a3 an alternative 10, the server
12 for determining the appropriate value). In one example, the

entive ticket from a plaver (e, 100%) for an indicated value. A

buv-out offer may be for any desired percentage of a ticket {ie., &

g

10096}, The player presentod with the buy-out offer yay decide 1 it will sell the ticke
indicated \fﬁiuis,, sot sell at alf and retain 1389 of the ticket and/or make g counter offer {ie,,

T

such s a different percentage amount andfor o different value. eie.}, as examples. I the buy-
cut offer is accepted, the player will receive the indivated value {which may ocour in a variety
of different ways as deseribed herein). In certain examples, when a buy-out offir is accepted,

the entity that initiated the buy~out offer will in return obtain legal ownership of the ticket

h
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¥t

from the player. In certain other examples, the entity that initiated the buy-out offer will not
obtain legal ownership of the teket, but merely obtain an entitlement {e.g.. a contract) to
obiain all or any portion of any future Jackpots, awards or other prizes, ete. {L.e., depending

1 the ticket percentage related fo the buy-out offer) that may cconr in connection with the

ticket from the point of purchase moving forward, In certain other cxamples, the player may

also have the option to offer {iLe,, countoer offer) or sell something different than the original
buy-out offer, such as just a portion of a ticket in response to a buy-cut offer. As an exampie,

§

and without Hmitation, depending on how g desired system is set up, the player may have the
option o wmovide a counter offer for consideration by the cntity that initiated the buy-out
offer {e.g., something different than the original buy-out offer, such as a different percentage
of g ticket and/or a different designated amount for the value, ete.), and with the entity being
able o accept the counter offer {or alternatively where set up in this manner, 1o otherwise

deny or provide vet another counler offer back {0 the plaver, elc). Similarly, where desived,

rather than the entity providing the scceptance, the entity may merely provide an indication to

the player that is agreeable to the torms and/or provide to the player a new buy-out offer
along the lines of the counter offer, which may then be accopted by the player. However, it

should be undersiood that this Is merely & matler of logistics for how acceptance is to be
made to a counter offer (either by the entity or playver), but both approaches will accomplish
the same objectives and vnay be utilized where desired. In addition to. or alternatively,
depending on how a system s structured, the player may have the ability to sell something
different divectly in response 1o a buy-out offer, such as a different percentage of a tickel, As
an example, and without Hmitation, in response to a buy-out offer for 100% of a deket, a

plaver may sell only 30% rather than 100% of a tickel, and the amount paid to the player
would then be similarly reduced, such as being reduced proporfionstely by 30%, or
aliematively reduced less than 30% if a premium was associated with the 100% buv-out
uﬁ‘cr, or any other degived amownd depending on how a system is desired to be structured. As

should be understood, and withoot imiation, a player may offer or sell in response to a buy-

P

out ofter any different pc*wrmﬁﬂ of the tcket in return for a percentgge of the indicated
value, The percentage of the indicated value may also vary as may be desived based on the
percentage of the ticket offered or sold, For example, in cortain situations, partial cashe-in of 2
ticket may be proportionate 10 the ticket’s full value, while in other situations partial cash-in

b

of the ticket may not be proportionste with the tickets il value, as the operator may want to

incentivize certain behaviors around cashein, according to particular preferences of the

N

operator, {n ong oxample, sale of 3% of a ticket may correspond to 3% of the indicated

16
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‘

valve of a tickel. In another example, a certaln dofined “pramium™ may also be allocated

3

against the player for a sale of less than 1009 ownership of a ticket; for instance, sale of 30%
of a ticket may correspond to payment of only 45% of the indicated value {with the preminm
corresponding to 3%}, although as should be undersiond, the amount of the premimm can vary

andfor may also be adiusied based on the amoont of the ticket sold, as may be desired (e, 2

fower premium the greater the amouant of the ticket sold and the higher the prensum the lower

¥
the percentage of the yicket sold)  The premium may also vary, on the valug sold or the

by

proximity to the end of the game, as exampies. and it would be oxpeected that large sums and

cnd of the game tickets would atiract the biggest promiom, as usors should be

¢ another example, where a playver sells 100% of & ticket, they would receive in

return the indicated value wogether with @ “honns™ for selling 100% ownership of the ticket,
At h.;ﬁg faromiin triay e ool 2t any i 25ireg § 23 i’i *{ T e F the b _~E§pn£\'§
JNG InAt s may oo 3¢ at any ug ﬂ.a YRIRIG, SUCH 4% | Lt 30 QL?\, su\cu O I mgwaied
value of the ticket, In vet other examples; the buy-out offer may be for buying all or a portion

of a tieket from a plaver. In another example, 2 plaver may receive a bonus for a purtial-cash

i, should there be g desire to incentivize a plaver 1o self less than 108% of & toket, Other

varistions are alse possibie according to the preferences at issue. In various exampies, the

4

—

may be initisted fromm aby fype of entity, For example, the entity could

1

correspond to one or more pariles of any type. This may inclede, for example. a private party
or parties working in collaborgtion anddor a government or guasi-govermmental party, ete, For
nstance, and without Hmitation, the parly or parties muy be the operator(s) of the netwek or
just user(s) of the network.

By way of example, upon presemiation of the ticket to one of the wager stations 14 or
wager ferminals 16, the ticket will be verified and the systern will present the offer to
purchase the whole tieket will be displayed on the display devices, ami the player will have
the option 1o accept or reject the offer via an input (o the wager station 14 or wager terminal
16, The player can alse vespond, or shernatively be presented awith the optios, w sell any

fraction of a ticket he/she wishes to scll through the wager station 14 or wager terminal 14,

The plaver may also be able to respond, or offered the option of, selling different fractions of

the pioket s oront stages or after respeetive legs of the pool event. For exampie the player

may sell 10% afior fourth leg, ancther 20% after the fifth leg and 30% afior the

T

thereby still rotaining 40% of the original ticket to the convlusion of the game afle

seventh leg.

17



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

As another example, f after 5 matches {or legs) of & 6 match pool thers are 3

o

remaining tickets that have correctly wentified the outcomes of the first five matches (or

o

ail having an equal chance of winning the $1 million Jackpot Pool, then the servver

p—
[q”

14

R
]
=
£
2]

system 12 may caloulate that each ticket has an actual value of $108,000. This would be the
case if cach person held an outcome in isolation of the other two ticksts, and then the

probability of each of the three owned cutcomes was 10% or a price of 10,0 in decimal terms,
Upon application of a risk factor andior margin discount, the server sysiem
establish an ativibuted value and then communicate an offer to purchase the respective tickets

to each of the ticket holders, at a price of for example $80,000 for each tickey, representing a

B

{{% margin for the purchaser. The offered amount would represent a substantial retwrn on a

T

i,

12 teket, and removing significant volatility for the player, that was one step from winming

T

& e v - 1

S1000,000 but also ope step from winping nothing. The offer may be for 100% of the ticket,

oy alternatively could be for & partial portion of the ticket, for example an equal fifty percent
share, at $40,000. In this option, # is contemplated that various percentage offers could be
made, for example any 10% iuterval from 19 to 90%, at an appropriaie monetary amount.
Thus, the player in the above example could sefl 1096 of the ticket for 38,000 and retain the

otential of receiving 9096 of the $1,000.000 Jackpot Pool.

e

ey

t is also contemplated that the server system 12 will have the ability to receive
additional data via the input device 26, for example various odds pn respective wagers
concerning the sporting match or event, that may Impact the ativibuted value calcolated for

any given tcket  That additional mformation could be used to calenlate with greats

precision the potential odds, and attributed value, of the remaining tickets after cach round or
teg of the pool. Thus, in the example above, i one of the remaining 3 potentially winning
tickets has predicted the final score of the final socoer match as 2-1, while another bas

selected the final score as being 1-1{, then the more likely score of 2-1 will have a higher

ow )

attributed value than the ticket having selected 1-10, In that event, the ticket holder of the 2
score maich way be offered more, as that ticket's attributed valae {(or expected value In
mathematical probability terms) will be highes

To further explain the example. the outcome probability factor (OPF) and the

Hxpeeted Value (EV) of two respective tickets with the following score predictions may be

3-1 price {OPF?y HLG, and

i-1) price (OPF? = 1000 {as it is an unrealistic score but useful for this example}, with

EY = 1,000,000 (POOLYPrice of outcomefmumber of tickets holding that outeome.

18
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Therefore, the ticket with the score of the fingl leg being 2-fwill have an estimated

=

value i a $1,O00,660 pool caloulated as 1000000/ = $100,000 whils the ticket with the

score of the final leg being [-10 will have an ostimated value in a $1,000,000 pool calculated
as HOGO0GH1600/T = S1G00,  Thorefore the person having the ticket predicting the 2-1

oufenme will be offercd in the reglon of MM times more for his ticket as his ticket i3 160

o,

times more Hikely (than the ticket with the {-10 score) to win the $1.0

This mathematical caloniation of EV for fair value can be extended o the entire range

of tickets that exist and extended backwards 1o the Hickets romaini st feg i
appropriste. The Huket holders could be offered “cash 0™ values at any tme, such &5 fom as

soon as I8 acceplable and viable. In certaln oxamples, 8 is onvisaged that cash in

circumsiances will increase later in the same when the potential values begin to rise

. I additton, n corfain ﬁ,\:am;‘aies, games may include a Consolation Pool andfor
addition to 3 jackpot. Also, in cortain examples, the ticket cash-in or buy

. - , .
ay inciade the purchase of the rights to other pools. As merely an exemple and

X et R)

in games where there s a Conselation Fool andior a3 Bonus Pool in
addition 1o the Jackpot, the ticket cash-in or buy back may include the purchase of the rights

inclade the EV/FVitheoreiical value of the bonus

e

wil

Ve

Lo

to the other pools, and the prics offere
ticket {ond any potentinl dividends frow the Consolation Pool) given the bive ticksls
remaining. As should be understond, in other examiples, the dclet cash-in or buy back may
ude the purchase of the rights to other pools even where no Consolation Poot andfor a
Bomus Pool is provided.

Y

As another option in the system, the buy-back or cash-in offer may be staged as an

flerative bidding process. Thas, even after a irst offor is made and rejected, the operator may

elect to make another higher offer upon a subsegquent presentation of a toket, However, the

P

older of the ticket will not negessarily be given a sscond o first offer i3 rejecled

so that the ticket holder will be unaware of whether a greater offer will follow or i they will

he locked inio the “hold” position until the conclusion of the next maieh or feg of the game
An output device such as televisions 24 may also be coupled with the ceniral server
system 12 computers 120 and coufigured, for example, to display the pool of betiing
combinations and a reprosentation of the tiokets or wagers that ave active in the system
resulting from the bettor-selected game prodictions and the results of the respective games or

events that have been comploted which form part or gii of the pool events. Such an output

device 24 may

for example, a visual display andior & printing dovice,

o~

Acdditionally, such an ocutput device 24 may be configured to display the results of an event
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taking place at a remote venae, such as the event forming the next leg of the pool. Thus, a
betting parlor may have a series of televisions and monitors broadeasting the event {fe, a
soccer match), while also displaying streaming data concerning for example the numwber of
tickets that remain in the pool, alerts when a goal is scored that elimingtes tickets from the
pool, and potentially the offers to buy outstanding tickets.

The wagering stations 1A and wager terminals 16A may be located at a first venue,
while other wagering stations 148-14N and wager terminals 1868 — 16N may be focated at
other remotely {ocated venues, Thus, the network formed of the plarality of wagering stations
HA-TIN and wager terminals 1684 — 16N may enable wagering on. and monitoring ofl
events at muliiple venues substantially simultancously if so desired. Accordingly, # is
contemplated that the operator could have wagering stations 14A-T4N andfor wager terminals
T18A — 16N in muultiple locations within a city, or multiple locations within a state, country or
region, so as to allow pooling of bets in the game across a significant population to drive the
amounts of the Jackpot Pool to substantisl values for each individual game, scries of

enisimatches

fn anpther embodiment, the wagering stations 1A-14N may be located in a single

venue such g5 g vace track where, for example, a first wagering station 144 acis as a server

for all of the other wagering stations 14B-14N networked to #t for conducting the poal

wagering sotivily, with wagering stations 148-14N acting as terminals coupled with the
server of first wagering station 14AL

I may be appreciated that the wagering activity and buy-out option according 1o the

E=g Cd

o

present disciosure may be effecied v a spocific savironmaent at a specific location on a stands

atone {or closed) system or may be clectronically linked 1o include play in a plurality of
enviromments or at a plurality of locations, For example, the wagering stations 14A-14N and
wager terminals 164 « 16N may be disiributed thropghort 8 variety of wagering venues
neluding race tracks, off-track belting facilities, retail establishments {where logal}, casinos.

Inttertes, and om the Internct. Further, such wagering activity gnd evaluation thercof may

P

~ ~

provide auntomatic and immediate performance feedback (individual and team performance,
feader boards or other indicia of participant standings, contest time remaining, account

fed

balanees, ete.} (o participants via text messaging, cellular telephones, PDAs, interactive

ody
-

tefevision, ematl, Internet browsers or othey applcations. Here again, the wide distribution of

available outiets and devices for sntering into the game s intended to aliow pooling of bets 3

the game across a significant population to drive the amounts of the Jackpot Pool w0

substantial values for cach ndividual game, series of evenis/matches.
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fn & sporis or event hased wagering eavironment, fhe product concept can be applied
to a number of different sports and markets. For convenience, the first implomentation of the
prodect will be described with respect o0 a series of soceer comrect score and

1 N "

“PomeDraw/Away H/ID/A™Y markets pooled and bet on a weekly hasis

o

he system

aperator will select muliiple game (hree, foar, five, six or seven or more games) that widl
ocear over the following days or a weekend, For exampie, the system operator may select

three pames on a Satuvday, two games on a Sunday amd the final one or two games on a

Muonday, Phavers will be challenged 1o select the correct score for each of the games, To win

3

the Jackpot Pool, the plaver st select 1 ¢t seore of each of the $ix or seven games,

The cash in function described herein may be applisd even on low log ganies such as a pick

il

rly, the system operator may offer several different multi-leg outcomes. For

an exemplary deseription, a version of the pool wagering system wili be deseribed using a six
 correct SUOre game run over six soceer matches. However, it should be veadily apparent

that the pool wagering system may be adepted 1o a2 PICK-n correct score model

by

example, i is assumed that the most fikely rosult in any soccer mateh will have a hig

joo:
P
e
e
¥
w
[44
-
=
%

of three for ciiher team, as shown i FIG, 4 which shows the total goal expectancy over six

years for six premier leagues and the world cup. In the six leg pool wagering systam, each icg

f=

/a.
st
e
’,’?
fat

may consist of seventeen outcomes, these being -0, 2-0, 2-1, 3-0, 3-2, 3.2 and “AQ
other home wind then 0-0, -1, and “AOD™ (any other draw} and the reciproes! away resuits

-y

w3
P

ool
et
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o
o
e
T
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to allow eaeh leg fo cons He inclusion of terminal group scores “AQH,

AOD, ACA ensure hetter user experience and manageable mumber of probabie selections.
Such group could castty be extended to point spreads in games ke basketball or any others,
where the seloctions might be minug 23 points ¢-235), minus 24 points {~24), minus 20 points

26}, plus 24 points (+24), plus 23 points (+25}, ete.

it should be understood that the foregoing is exemplary and the potential outcomes
can be varicd and may pot be consistent over various leagues where the number of goals

scored may be higher on average. The altevnative anticipated scoves for such a league may
only influence the distribution, but not the applicability of the game, which will have a set of

probabilities for each respective outeome that may be leagoe dependent.

,...

ed that the operator may provide that the minimum amount of the “Jackpol

x

3ot o et Yerseoad O AT LT A Nr o, ‘ ) R 1 ; apavanant Gaoxgy F
ced at a set lgvel, and most of the other bets offered couldd be guazanwsd )

3 .

insure first m‘ retail popularity. Those players who correctly select scores and winners of

41 share the maximum of either the guarantee, ot the stakes of all the others (less

b=
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any applicable deductions) and also gain entry into a bonus pool. The Bonus Pool may he
won or shaved by any individeals that successfully choose one or more correct score(s) the
following week, or a nominated time or similar

A Consolation Pool may be shared by those who select all the correct ontcomes
{(HAYAY or another sebset of the correct score game, or o other variations based on, for
example, any five of six or six of seven, The plaver in this example will not need 1o noninaie
H/A/A but hix correet score prediction “Home 2-07 will asturally be allocated to a “Home”

3

outcome i the HAXMA determoination of the Consolation Pool. As such on a correct seose pick
7, 7 vorvect BYDVA results in-line with a player's €8 selections will mean the player “wing”
the consolation prize. In racing terms, the consolation will freguently be based on the horse,
dog, race car driver,ele. placing as opposed to winning,

As each match 15 played — and each goal is scored ~ player bets represented by their
respective tokets will gradoally be eliminated from the remaining tickers that can still win the

Jackpot Pool. Those that remain will be able to anticipate that the value of their tickets

B

increases as they see the results of cach game. The central server system 12 may be
configured to allow the display of the tickets that remain active for the Jackpot Peol on cach
of the wagering ferminals or alternatively a display boerd at distributed wagering locations as

commonly provided in present cstablishments for example to display sovcer matehes, racing

Z

svents and available wagering events and odds. While the flagship of the pool play will
the Jackpot Poot for correctly selecting the six or seven correct scores, other games such
pick theee counld also be offvred to be completed within a single day or short time period.
Between legs, and proforably aller several of the games or matches have been
complated, but potentially also during the course of an event for example af the halftime of a
mateh ov ovent, players with "iive” tickets may be offered the option of selting all or a portion

>f thelr tokets back to the system operator (or alternatively, divectly or Indirectly through the

o~

systera operator, ov diveetly to, any designated third party, such as, without limitation, one or
nore third party operator{s), business entity or entities such as a morchani{s), ong or more

other persons, efc.} or 1o retain thelr tickets and see whether thelr correct seore predictions
vitl unfodd for the wemaining games. As should be understond, any reference to system
operator herein should be construed o apply equally to sny third party as an alternative, even

if aot specifically mentioned. The buy-out option will preferably be conununicated through

he wagering station 14, wagering terminal 16, or internet connected computing devices 18 -

24 from which the respective wager was placed and ticket purchased. However, as the
wagering stations 14 wagering terminals 16 may not be accessible o the player, B is further
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pe

entemplated that at the point in time that the plaver places 4 wager in the pool play of the

present disclosure they will provide contact information te allow communivation with their

compting systent 18 that is linked on the central server systemn 12 &« the particuler ticket

.

Thus, the ceniral server system 12 will be able to send a message o the ticket holder’s

v

computing system 18, smart phone 20, or tabiet computer 22, providing details of the buy-out

+
T

»ffer. I the ticket holder decides to cash in the ticket in response to the offer, the ticket

holder may communicate the acceptance via the compating systern 18, smart phone 20, or
tablet compuger 22, to the contral server system 12, Alternatively. the ticket holder would
present the tieket 1o one of the wagering stations 14 or wagering ferminals 16 which in turn
commanicate the accoptance to the central server system 12, and upon vertfication, provide
the ticket bearer with 3 payout in the form of cash, a voucher or check,  If necessary oy
appropriate i the respective juristiction, the amount of the payout may be reduced in an

amount reguirad to be withheld for 1ax purpases.

it is anticipated that for the pool wagering system with the buy-back option of the

v

present disclosure that there will be an initial guarantee by the operator of the Jackpot Poaol in

»

an amount sufficient 1o oreate nitial intergst, for example $1 million. Thereby, Jackpot Pool

3

winners wiil always be gosranteed to win all or 2 share of @ Jackpot Pool egust or in excess

of §1T millton. In a first embodiment of the system and product, with respest to oach tieket
wurchased the ool Howine the gl ur e o Sef at 28% as {ollows: 78%
i}«u\:ndgi 13 {«A» X 1 i )(" O iﬁ}i: 12 AKL2O ’\t""?.'.‘" O JA{ PR \)} nu.i AN IOUEYRS 3

1 o

the Jackpot Pool, snuis Pool, and H% o fund the Consolation Pool(sh

Orher splits may expressiy contemplated, Therefore i $250,000 {ie.
§123,000 x §2 per Geket) was bet into the puui in the first week, the Jackpot Pool would stand

at $I40.625 (e, $256,000 < .73 x .75 = $140.6235), but any winners would share in the &1

mitlion guaranwed Jackpot Pool. Any winners of the Consolation Puad {fe. those selecting
five out of six of the corrent scores accurately) will split a share of §25, (3 between them loss

c 0.79). The following week, winners would get the opportanity ©

v

deductions
sefect a correct score (for gach successful ticket) fronm g featured mateh to be Inwith a chance
of winning the Bonus Pool. Anyone who corrcetly predicts that correct score would therefore
not & share of the Bonus Pool.

Shouid the fackpot Pool and Bonus Pool not be won for a fow wegks, then those pools
raay build up to very significant armounts, For example, i players bet & total of $3,000.000
into the Jackpot Fool {over a period) but {2il 1o win the main Jackpos Pool prize, then a ttal
wilackpot payout of §2,250,000 will have built up and any winners the following week

Yackpot Pool winners will get a share of that amount plus & share of the amounts staked o
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that week. Therefore, if another $3,000,000 s bet into the Jackpot Pootl then the potential
winnings will stand at $4,509,000. Should three people win the game, then they will spiit
$4.500,000, giving them $1.300,000 winnings each (fess their price of purchase and/or
deductions other than the takeout, i applicable). The Consolation Pool will have been won
previously ~ in ail likelihood — and will for example stand at about $300,000 from the current
week's stakes. If 30 plavers seleet five out of six correct scores that week, then they will win
$7.5G0 each. The Bonus Pool will not have been won {yet) and will stand at $900,000. The
three winners will have the chance fo win the Bonus Pool i the next week, each getting ove

seloction.

As the matches or games for each of the respective tickets are preforably stagpered

over 2, 3 or even 4 days {typically 3 days Saturday to Monday), the system operator will have
the ability to communicate fo the respective wagering outlets or through an online Interface o
offer players the ability 1o sell back any tickets which are stilf “Hve afler one but preferably
several of the matches as discussed above. In other circunistances, such as in fennis as an
example, buy-back of tickets may be enacted intra leg {betwesyn sets or games), or I fater
tegs. In football, for example, buy back may oceur during live play.

To further ustrate, if a player has g ticket where the first three matches/ games on s
Saturday were predicted correctly, he/she will have she facifity 1o sell back 1o the system

operator the same ticket and cloge out their position before Sunday’s matches, The buyback

s
g

value will be calculated by the server, potentially under the contral of the systern operator or
the business pariver, based on the number of mateh legs the ticket has already correctly
predictud plus the remaining predictions for the subsequent games. When a ticket is cashed in
{i.e: bought back by the system operator), the ticket and all the rights of the ticket will vest in
the system operator. In addition, this buy-out facitity will include 3 margin for the system

3

For axample, ] poing into the Mon ‘m nmight gsmes, a player has two tickets which
are still In play, and thelr predictions for the fnal twoe matches sre 2-3 and 1-0 on one ticket
and 2-2 and -0 on the other ticket, they will have the option o cash in either or both of their
tickets, The server system under the direction and control of the system operator will
estimated odds of winning the pool {and pay-out) with cither ticket and will
ack value to the plaver. The mechanism will be clearly explained 1o players who
can opt to either exercise the opportunity 1o scll back their position or stay in the game until
the end. While as noted above the central server system 12 may have the ability to provide

information on the number of tokets that are stil] in play after esch leg or mateh ia the pool,
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it 15 alsoe comemplated that the information may or may not be communicated (o the
respective ticket holders who recetve the buv-out offer, Thus, the ticket holder may not be
aware that there are only a few as opposed to dozens of still viable tickets in a giwn paot
when the buy-out offer is conununicsted., I the player is given some information for
fransparency, i may or may not be leg by leg information, and as such he might know how
many tickets remain but he cannot know i he owns the exact permutations e owns unless

o~

solders of

e
o

the game is in the final leg. Tt may however be beneficial to communicate with the

v

every remaining hve ticket the exact number of outstanding live tickets, and the scores those

tickets have allocated in each leg, The only time the disclosures may not be communicated

P

€3
will be during concurrent games. The information, if given leg by leg, gives 100% clarity on
the potential 1o sphit the jackpot once published for the final leg. Individual permutations and
their ownership level may or may not be given, but they potentially could be.

it iz also envisioned that cash<in buy back may also operate during live play and offer

3

continuous cash-in ability as soon as it i technically possibie, for example at the half-time of

-3

a match or during the runaing of a mateh when possible, It is aiso contemplated that a ticket

Y

could be purchased with two or more ;fwia:§ttdi outeomes sclected for the final legs or events,

for example by paying twice as much the player could have one selection in cach of the first

five legs and then have two differont selections for the sixth leg. In such an event, the system
may offer to buy both cutcomes, ot each culcome and thereby divide the ticket as between
the original plaver and the system operator. This tvpe of fragmentation of the tickels could
be oxiended to any log of the event.

The ticket buy back process may include an interactive process that bids the tcket

%

wee of events for the ticket. For example, the system operator might
originally offer the cliemt $100.000 for a ticket that has § correct scores, if the client dechines
to sell the tickey, the system operstor might revert {o offer ST05,008. At cach step the ticket
holder may not be aware i that is the Gnal buy-out offer or a botter buy-out offer will ocour.
In cortain examples, there may also be only a limited number of buy-out offers made andior
capable of being accepted with réspect to & particular game or games, (Lo, made to/accepted
by players participating fn a particular game). so the greater the number of buy-out offers

declined by a player and/or longer the time period before a player accepts an outstanding

o

a2

buy-out oifer, the greater the risk may be that no additional buy-out offers will be made to
that player or an outstanding buy-out offer made to a given player may be withdrawn (fe.,
once the maximum Hmit 15 reached). Furthermore, the ticket holder may have the period

“

between the offer and the start of the sext leg of the bet in which 1o yuake op their minds.

25



WO 2014/060850 PCT/1B2013/003028

i

et

nee

i

e next fog has started, buy-out offers may be avtomatically withdrawn, It s further

conternplated that the ability to trade or sell Hokets back to the system opomtor may be

‘\.

continyous, and also in these circarustances, the bid may be extremely Hime sensitive.
Additionally, as discussed above, the plaver or ticket holder may have the option to sell a
fraction of their ticket 1o the system operator or other thivd party, n the finst instanee, this
facility may be {hnited where desived, sueh as o 10% fractions. A plaver that sells @ portion

of his ticket back o the system operator may then on x zet paid in respect of the remaining

fraction of the bet should the toket be saccessful, The systery operator may pay the other

{or the third party ticket purchaser) i that ticket was successiul.

portion (o ey

1 s player retains o portion of & Hoket that 18 successful and thos entitlfes kim to play &

bonus game, i certain examples, the plaver will be allowsd one selection {or other desired

it

selection amouni(s}), but will only win the fraction of the Bonus Pool that he holds in the

winning ticket, In other examples, a player may be allowed to decouple a toket, such that a

o

player may accept @ full or partial buy-out of only certain parts of a ticket (e, for 3 given

Jackpos, o only certain events isted on a tioket, such as particular games) and with the
remaining parts of the ticket being unatlected, so that the player retains the erdirely of these
remaining parts of the ticket (f.e., such as a bonus and/or consolation pool, or any other
events listed on g ticket, such as vomaining ganmes). As mentioned above, when a tickel i

cashed in (.o, booght back by the system operator), the ticket and all the rigits of the ticket

A vest i the sysiem operaior, As such, the systom operator would hold the other portion of

the ticket and be entitied 1o seloet an outcome inn the bonus leg ang

fre

win the portion {mr whole)

ids a whole or part of a bonus

)
-
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bonus, # is conteraplated that where
toket, they will need to nominate thelr selection earlier than the remaining players, for

he system operator must nominate thelr selection 2 hours prior the start of the

%
Z
f
23
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P
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e
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bonus game, and members of the public will only need {o offer thelr selection 1 howr before.

)

his mule would help ensure that the system operator’s selection cannot be made with the

or kaowledge of the public selection. Ax a default, any plaver having a valid qualitying

ticket that does not make a selection in the Bonas Pool for their bonus ticket will be aliocate
a selection having a high probability, for example a 11 draw. This may be provided in the
erms and conditions (T&Cs™) of the game.
in the wontext of g loftery game, in certain implementations any player having a valid
gualifying ticket that is not present or foungd in thne for the cashe-in phase will be deemed not
to sell. In the context of slot gamwes, in ceriain impie.men‘f.atiﬁma; i a timer expirves, the player

will have been deemed not to bave sold. Thus, generally speaking, if a player does not give
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he wants to do, the game will

N

input or i3 not present o make 3 deeision as to what hefsh
as i player does not want to sell.

in a first implementaion @ is anticipated that only the system operator will be able 1o

‘}

0

P

offer the buy-mut option to the gotive tickets holders using the central server system 12
commuanicate the offers. However, ¥ s also contemplated that the system operator may use

the central sevver system 12 o soliels offers from third parties that would be commumicated to

the active ticket holder, {n this embodiment. the cengral server system 12 could communic

sefect number of wagering

the details of the outstanding active tickets through all or 3

wckets to be submitted via the

%
el

termivals 16 and allow bids for the outstanding active
wagering terminals 18, Av another allernative embodiment, it i conternplated that the system
operator could facilitate the ability of members of the public to buy and solf active tickets like
1y the manner of @ person 1o person betting exchange, such as, without limitation, of the type
offered by Betfair, Thus, # s also contemiplated that the central server systern 12 could allow
the posting of avatlable buy-back 0;){'%9115 s that the public could place buy-back offers for

example though the wagering enminsls {4 and the tcket holder could select the buy-back bid

@

of fis or her choosing.
With the foregoing description of the implementation. it wmay be appreciated that

during the course of an exemplary wagering event {e.g.. such as a pool, a parlay, an

acoumulator, oto), the central server systom 12 may go through certain of the following

v

process steps, and I one or more rounds gs may be required o complete g particular

wagering event, as shown in FIG. 8, comprising:

.

g information on the results of the events/matehes from the input deviee,
b} Interrogating the ticket base, to count Hve or active ticksts that have correctly

T

i each game ouwteome 1o date following cach outcome;

fie active tickets based on the number of sotive tickets that wil hold a particular

d 3

d} price the active ticket on the probability of the selected outcome;

'.ﬁ

e} price the active ticket as a.gz.;iusi' the scope of the }acis;;aa;:t Pool:
£y ddetermine an attributed price {((pool size/mumber of ticket that hold that outcome)®

Y

of that cugoome — marging and offer price for the active toket(sh

]
133
H

e active

f'/

gy communicate the offer price to the active ticket holder for ail or a portion of th

ticket;

k) receive confirmation of acceptance of the offer from the active ticket holder

1 complete the buy-out transaction;
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i} receive inputon the completion of the final cvents / legs of the pool
k) distribute the Jackpot Pool to holders of the winning active licket{s),
Further, the concept and system disclosed herein can be adapted for other multi-

QUICOME W suenarios and may include any desired manner of wagering, inclading but

-

not Hmited to those that accommodate acconnilator or parlay wagering, as an ifustration. For
purposes of this disclosure, a parlay or accumulator wager comprises g single wager that links

together two or more disorete events and in any combination {e.g., legs or divisible portion

theveof) and is dependent on correctly selecting the cutcome of the two or more diserete
events. For instance, @ parlay or sccumulator wager as referenced hevein may include a

3

double, treble or any other type of multiple wager as may be Known in the art. As one

example, an accumulator or parday may have muoch higher pavoffs than wagers placed on
e & : E F

e difficulty of histing it (i.e, comectly selecting all event
outcomes} is much higher. If any of the discrete events in the accumulator or parlay lose {Le.,
. the selected outcome Is incorrect) the entire accunmtlator or parlay loses. In certam other
examples, where the parlay oy accumulator wager includes combinations of discrsle events,
and one or more of those combinations lose, the player may be still eligible 10 win somsg
portion of & jackpot, a consclation, or some other sward us may be desired, Thus, in the
context of the present disclosure, an accumulator or parlay wager may be placed on a multl-
leg event (either in the entirety or a designated portion or portions of legs, ete.), such that the

outcome of esch leg corresponding © the accumuplator/parlay wager wust be correctly

o

selected for the sccumulator/pariay wager 1o be cligible for » designated prize or award {e.g.,
a jackpot) or portion thereof In certain examples, the parday or accumulator wager may be

scleciable by at least one of &

plaver, a third party, the wagering system or some other

manner as may be desived. Notably, for example and without hmitation, the terms wagess,

wagering, bets and belting as reforenced herein may include, withowt limitation and for

iostration purposes only, single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover wagers, foll cover

pegy

wagers with singles, ‘Any to Come' (ATC) or if cash’ wagers, specialty wagers, forecasts,

fixed, variably, guaraniced, parimutuoe! wagering, fixed-odds wagering, and any other
variations known in the art, ete., alone and I any desired combinations. For cxample,
multiple wagers may incluade 8 parfay or accumalator wager.

As another example, & multi-cutcome wagering scenario may include skt machines.

v this alternative, the system could be incorporated into any type of slot machine game, such

[}

as a progressive jackpot played for example on a slot machine 26 as depicted In FIGL 1. 1n

e
=

=
flﬁ‘
(12

xamiple, each reel or defined number of reels of the slot machine 26 may correspond to a
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Terent leg of & multi-outcome wagering event.  As noted above, each reel may be s virtual

o)

reei (a8 in a video or clectronie slot machine, for example} ov 8 mechanical reel as in
conventional slot machines. Further, any of the type of wager input devices deseribed above
i connection with fg. 1 may be used, or alternatively g conventionsa! slol machine may
operate as the wager input device. In addition, there may be a plurality of slot machine

3

wrovided for participation by mukltiple participants, and each of the slot machines being in

communication with a server system controlier. Currently, slot machine based games have an

ctermined almost immediately even though the machine may take a fow

P
Lon

ouwcome which ©

. .

svstems, the game s complete before a

i

seconds 1o display the resulis. Even in the presen

rerson has the chance o reglize that they are getting closer and closer o the premier prize. In

¢
g

i

most exampies the reels stop one by oneg, with only | sccond or 30 between each reell

X

However, the display of cach reel stopping is primarily for effect as the outcome of the game
i3 determined by the random mumber gencrator in the game controller shortly afler the play is
nitiated.

The present disclosure may be implomented W varioas configurations for gaming
machines or wager erminals known in the ant, including byt ant Hmited to 3 dedicated
gaming machine or wager terminal, wherein the computerized nstructions for controtling any
games {which are provided by the gaming machine ov wager terminal} are provided with the
gaming machine or wager terminal prior to delivery fo a gaming establishment, and 4
changeable ’a‘”‘“s“”sg machine of wager terminal, where the compulerized Instructions for
controliing any games (which are provided by the gaming machine or wager torminal) are
downloadable to the gaming machine or wager terminal through s data network when the

garning machine of wager terminal is in a gaming establishment. These types of gaming

A b=

machines and thelr respective operation in both stand alone and pool or progressive gamas
are disclosed in detall in ULS, patent no. 8,105,149, incorporated herein by reference.

By incorporating the concept of the present disclosure, the slot wmachine could be

o

progranmumed such that once a fivst level of jac

3

kpot indicators gppear in & winning sequence
according to a first randow number gensration, the selection and display of the remaining

indicator or indicators I8 paused and an offer to buy-out the player is presented. For example,

a person with four “37 on the first four reels and the last reel spiming is one step from 2

tackpot, {e.g. 32.000,000) aud i the machine has 2 20/1 odds to get the last reel on 2 “%" then
the opergtor could offer to buy-the spin for $100,000, or any fuction of § for the
prop@niom amount, If the player accepted the buyout, the machine would print a cash-out

icket for the buvout amount. The plaver either accepts the offer, in full or in part, or rejects
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the offer whereupon the randon manber for the remaining wheel Is generated and the spin is

compleied. ¥ the buyout was accepied and the final indicator sclection results in a win, then
the operator banks the amount of the jackpot. I the plaver sells only a fraction of the

poteatial jackpot, then the player recetves crodits, either on the machine or in a ticket print, of

-

the fractional remainds ke operator banks the balance.

it is anticipated that the concept will provide great drama and a limited peried for o

-

e resolved, and allow p‘ia‘y"ei‘.' o trade and control their fate. From an operator smmigﬂinﬁg

there may be a limit on the duration of the buvout offer, for example thirty sceonds or one

-1 .
I
N
he

his may be counted dowy for the player on the display, so that the player Is foreed

w e v

e,
o make a decision or simply allow the time o oxpive and the last indicator 1o be selected.
While in theory the systern could be wsed as soon as a single indicator 15 sslected, it i3
belioved that the system s more practically mplemented when there are several indicators
that must align before oxtending the final spin to provide the buyout or trade-in option.
Thus, if is contemplated that the option would not be provided antif the bet/selection has been
70-90% resodved or olse the value of the buyout option ts not sufficient to entice the player to
cash-out and the progress and rate of play may be unacceptably slowed down,

The slot machine based system provides additional benefits &0 the bouse or casine in

which the machine s located. First, for an in-house only progres - pont game syster

%)
(l}
.J
—y

.

the buy-back option allows the house t© bid on and potentially receive {if the bid 1§ scoepted)
the acammnulated jackpot pool. In addition, in the event that the jackpot poel is a progressive

ane distributed over 2 nember of propertizs, so that the jackpot poobwill grow faster

achine manufhcturer Heenses the use of the machines across

¢ maching DEM} may offer the

2

various properiies, the casino hosting the ganwe {or the gs

buy-out of the jackpot pool option at the termination of any spin, inchuding the frst spin and,

gain if the bid s aceepted, the casine making the offer would receive the jackpot pool as i it
were the player who had won, In this situation, the host casing wonld generate revenues from
the game play contributed 1o the Jackpot pool that ocaurred in other casinos.

Y

A . rirensy aole at oge ¢} g ia s valine TR ALY - e oeydy
maks money by buying back a1 sy than actual value, 1.0, charging margin on the sol

or fraction of g tickst
in accordance with the buy-out pool option of the present disclosure, the cush out
button of the gaming maching 26 may be Hluminated when the fivst sequence of the display

for example the first three of four reels align such that the player may be o tmek w owin the

«

%

Jackpot Pooll In that ovent, the central server sysiem 12 or the wager rermunal seelf causes

the display to present g buy-out offer 1o the player. I the player elects to cash-out, the player
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may push the cash o butiem and cash out to receive a cash payment or other suitable form of
payment coresponding to the offer presented on the display, whereupon the romaining
ranadon selection is made to determine if the Jackpot Pool is won,

In one embodiment, the plaver may be offered the option of cashing out a percentage
of the potential Jackpot Pool, for example by depressing the cash out button the plavers sells
Hi% or 25% of the potential Jackpot Pool for the amount offered on the displav. {Fthe player
for example selis 30% of the Jackpos Pool opportunity for $30,000, the player will be tssued a
eredit for the 350,000 and then the remaining wheel spin or leg is completed, Wthe result is a

kpot Pool, then 1he player will receive credits for 3096 of the Jackpot Pool,

When the player decides to end the game play, he can select the cash out button at

which time the player wmay veceive cash or other payout mechanisms such as tickets or credit

¥

able redemption syatem) or funding to the player

s <

sbips vedesmable by a cashier (or other suita

slectronically recordable identification card or the player’s online account.

'R

{t is further contemplatad that the jackpot bovout option and the concept and system

disclosed hereln can be adapted for a variety of other “muld leg,” multi-ouicome wagering

<

SCCBATIOS, such as, Ior exany

o, keno, poker, racing, video games {including live and online
video games, as examples) and lotteries, including but not Hmited to private, public, siale,

international, soctal {e.g. health care or social lotiery types) or any other type of

:.o
M
=
o
M
%)
e
B

ii)'i§(:§'}-" systems, efe. For cxamp‘ate, in a lottery systemm, afler the periodic ticket purchase
interval, the lotiery operator may draw a defined msmber of stems, such as numbered balls. As

shovld be understood any indicators other than numbe ay also be atilized where desired,

such as synihols, colors, pictures, vie, Tn addition, the game may © items other than

'3

vandomly drawn balls where deshed, or pre-printed nombered ticksts, that then

may be

Y
N

seiected by balls or randony nambers or other process. Any of the type of wager input devices
described above in connection with Fig. 1 may be used, or aliernatively a conventional lottery

N

machine may be utiiized for input of player handpicked numbers, for providing electronically

yenerated numbers, such as quick pia’:‘s»: or smart pick sumbers. and providing a record of the
tottery numbers for the plaver, such as by printing of g ticket, In addition, a pluraiity of wager

imput devices or {ottery machines may be utilized and cach in communicstion with a server

systery controdler. The total amount of numbered balls making up the lottery zystem may ¢

Vs

any desived number
{n addition, the lottery system may be comprised of different legs by having one

more balls drawn at any given time that make up each leg. in this examply, cach of the balls
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may be selected in any desired manner, such a8 being hand selected fromm & contalner or
selected via conventional lottery machines, such as gravity pick machines, aly wix machines,
or via computerized random number generators, as examples. The lottery system could also
be sel up in any desired manner for how players may win. For example, # could be an all or
nothing arrangement where a player must win all legs to win a final Jackpot, or win g defined

number of legs to win one or more interim Jackpots before all legs are completed, ete.

e

in addiion, a buy-ow offer {or partial buy-out offer) may be made at any time afler

ticket is obtained wniil tompieiien of the event, inclading {(without limitation} afier g
predetermined number of numbers have been drawn, 10 & playver and the player may self all or
a portion of thelr ticket. The buy-out offer may also come from a single parly or multiple
parties; for instance, multiple parties operating in collsboration or multiple parties that may

n0t be operating in collabovation (for example, where the lottery system may “twing”™ certain

parties together for purposes of accumulating sdequate resources for purposes of & buy-out

o

offer being made). b

P}

o certain examples, the party or parties buying all or part of the ticket in
responsy 10 an agcepted buy-out offer will obtain legal ownership of the tficket (100%
owgership or a fractional ownership share where only a part is sold, L., where both the buyer
and seller will end up with part ownership), and will be entitied to win al Jeast & portion of
any future Jackpots or other prizes that may oocur from the point of purchase moving forward
{or even share in the proceeds of prior jqd\p ots or prizes if set up in that manner). In certain
other examples, the parly or parties buying all or part of the ticket in response o an accepted
buy-out offer will not obtain legal ownership of the ticket, but merely obtain an entitiément
{e.8., a contract} to win at least g portion or all of any future Jackpots or other prizes that may
ocour from the point of purchase moving fofward,

an

As should he understood, wherever the term “party™ is used throughout this diselosure

it should be broadly construed to comprise & single entity or plurality of entities. Alsg, #s
shonld be understood that botk the player or ticket owner as well as the party making the buy-

out offer may be comprised of a single entity or a plurality of entities,

P

the buy-out offer andfor ticket sold may be vaviable as may be

ey

The value or price o
desired. For instance, the value or price of the buy-out offer can be set by various sources,

and be based on any objective and/or subiective standards, such as an avction, a caloulated

[

winning one or more legs of 3 multi-ontcoms wagering event), random-

= =}

probability {e.g., ©
number-generated probabilities, a fottery system similar 10 server systens 12 discussed above,
a party or parties i,ﬂitiaﬁng the buy-out offer, an independent third party/parties or

resouree{s), such as the system operator, the seller of the tHeket, andior it may be the
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byproducet of negotiations ov a barter botween the buyer and seller to arsive at an acceptable
price, ew. in addiion, the value or price can also be affected by the number of parties

receiving # buy-out offer; for exaraple, an amount X where there is one party and X divided

by 3 where there are 3 parties, ete. Ay for tming. the buy-out offer coald be made prior 1o
any fegs oveurring or af any time prior fo completion of the event, such as hetween any of the
defined number of legs. and may be made just to winners or to any other parties, such as

partial winners or (o players who have not won at all, but who stlf have an active ticket, such

‘s",'}.‘

e

as before any legs bave been compluted or a ticket that has separate divisions, eic. In

addision, the value or price releting to a particular buy-out offer {vr ticket soid) may be
represented, conveved or otherwise characierized in any desired manner, such as, and without
Himiation, as a fackpot or povtion thereot{e.g., 43 at least g portion of at least one jackpot; for

et may be smaller (e, in value andfor price) than a larger

; v a0k
examnie, a designated o

> 0

iackpot that may be available to & winner/winners of a multi-outcome wagering event and s¢

by any of the various sources above), as a prize, 8 payment, an award {c.g. monetary andior

3 3

nonmonetary awards, such as those deseribed above), or sny other suitable manner. Separate

and apart from buy-out offers, tickets may be exchanged or transferred from one player
another or to any other party or emiity type and at any desired time, and with lfegal ownership

P

also heing wansforred at the same time. fo some circumstances there may be merely an

fickets and no other value or payment made from one party to ancther. In other

exgchange of

circamsiances there may be a value or payment made from one aother, which can

comprise anything the parties may agree fo, such as some

3
f=

In one example of & bottery system, the first x number of balls would be drawn at one

or move predetormined times, such as from one "barrel”, which would correspond 1o one or

¥

-..

more logs, and after a delay of a certain imterval, such as ong week, the iust kg or bonas ball
would be drawn. For instance, 5 balls would be drawn on a weekend day and meke up the
first leg, although any other day may he atilized ss well, or even a shorter of longer nferval,
such as within minutes or hours, or 8 desired number of days, wesks, months or years. Also,
as should be understood, the mumber of balls drawn making up the fivst leg may vary as weli,
such us fewer or mowe numbered halls, A determination wonld then be made as o the number
ot tickets having the correct numbers. This may be accomplished clectronically via the server
systeny controfler. In cortain examples, the detenmination may involve identd

having all § pumbers correct. However, in other examples, the determination may nvolve
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identifying those tickets that have some designated mumber of balls correct less than §, such
asdoutof 3, or Jout of 5, or 2 out of S or 1 out of §, ete. In addition, in certain examples the
pavticular ovder or sequence of numbers on a ticket ave required o correspond to the order of
the balls drawn o be considered correct. In certain other examples, the order or ssquence of
numbers on a ticket do not seed o correspond to the order of the balls drawn; so long as the
ticket contains the requisite number of balis that were drawn somwwhere on the ticket
{rrespective of the order drawnl Any number of the holders of tickets having the correct
numbers may be provided with a bay-out offer, conducted as a fixed price offer {that may not
be consistent o cach player, if some players hold the same terminal number as others and &

such are only eligible to share the jackpot), or as part of an auction system where a Hmited
number of "buy ouls” may be offered, as examples, llowed by a drawing or drawings to
determine the winmers from the remaining ficket holders that did not accept the buvout offer,
fn addition, with respect {o those examples where a ticket having less than all balls correct
would quality, the particular bay-out offer may be relevant to the number of balls that are

fe, a larger buyout offer the more correct numbers on a ticket, andfor

correct, for examp B
sititlenment 1o a larger or beller prize or & bonus the more correct numbers on a ticket, ete,
A Eiemmiwi}g any of the players having winning tickets {or those having g certain amount of

orrect numbers) may quality for a supplemental lottery drawing, which could be the final
feg{s) of the lottery or a bonos round, as examples. For instanee, the qualified players may
sefect or obtain one or more additional nomber or numbers on 8 new ticket for purposes of
the supplemental drawing. For example, the supplemental drawing could be in the form of a
bonus ball, and the winner or winners matching the bonus ball would win or share in the
Jackpot or 8 honus Jackpot.

For instance, in this example, each of the holders of tickets having the correct
ambers {or any other desired pumber of ticket holders) may be offered to attend the draw of
the remaining nunther or numbers in an organized event, such as via a live gvent atiended by

ail holders in person at a defined location, or aftended by 8 communications medivm from an
oifsite location, such via a video conference or web interface, such as Skype or ooVoo, as
examples {perhaps the following week or other desired time). In addition, the live event

wa

could be made accessible for viewing by the public, such as an in person audience, or more

Y

generally viewed over any mass comnunnications mediom, such as broadeast over television,
cable, satellite, the interpet, radio, mobile communication device {o.g., mobile phones,
tablets, computers, PDA {personal digital assistant), etc.}, social media or any other desired

medmum, As an example, the lotery system may be set as g reality show that is viewed live or
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presrecorded and broadeast over television or other mediom (o the viewing public, In
addition, in this example, before the remaining number{s) are selected, the lottery operator
may provide remaining ticket holders with a buyout option, available to a Hmited mumber of
players or all of them on occasion. Further, in this ilusteation, 2 bidding process may be
included as an option, which would have the effet to add drama to the conclusion of the

game. For jostance, the buyout bid vould potentially be provided to all the people at the same

bl

amount for their ticket and fet them rush to accept, and with the bidding process closed onee ¢
certain percentage have “sold” their ticket in response 1o the buyvout offer, and then the last
ball or balls would be drawn, As an alternative, for example to maxdmize inferest and tension
for television purposes, the bonus ball {ov last leg or alternatively any other leg) may be
detenmined by a multi-step process of elimination, resulting In one or more remaining
numbered balls that are then used to compare against the plavers tickets o determine if there

one or niovw balls in each leg, and including a plurality of legs

~

gre any winners {i.c., removin

¢

alls are removed over time, untit just g certain number of halls

,.,
i
[
=%
¢
povs
fuve 1
)
e
s
rvl
=
r?
r‘l-‘«

so that
remain, such as one ball), rather than a process of selecting one or move balls in one action

that ave used & compare against the players tickets, but either provess may be used as desired.

by

Additionally # may be possible that between cach elimination process or leg {or fower than

ot
fen

each but between specified legs) the Individuals sill eligible for a prize may or may not be
1 thewr ticket" with a subseguent buwy-out offer or

giters, and the buy-oul offers may also be increasing i value as thedr probability of winning

¢ event proceeds toward the last feg or bonus balll Alternatively, the buyout

l!
ot
e

HE\.!@CSC\ as
offer could be provided to ess than all players, at different thnes, at different amounts, andior

o

having a defined period of time f0r players to accept the buvout bid. It shonld be understood

that the multi-step process of elimination may be used in any manner in connection with 8

fottery system, such as, including for sither or both of any initial lottery drawings or any

- -

Further, the percentage of plavers required in order to triggey the close of the bidding

process may be established at any desired value, for instance, ranging all the way up to 100%

of the players that have accepted the buyout offer. The lottery operator may assume the

ownership of the ticket from the players that have accepted the bavont offer. Any wimers
after the final number(s) are drawn would receive o shaz’*- in the jackpot. i there is no
winner, in one implementation the jackpot may be rolled | other game of gventi,

Alternatively, players may also be allowed to sell a fraction of thelr tickets In response to a

e a'

pyy-cut offer, to ensure sthe game is not 160% binary 85 an option, and with the proportion

35



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

being any desired amount, such as being subject to commercial considerations of drama, and
interaction of players.

it should be understood that varioss changes and modifications o the presently
preferred embodiments and exampies described herein will be apparent 1o those skilled in the
art. For instance, sach of the features and aspects described in connection with any of the
various presently preferred embodiments and examples can also be used in connection with
any or all of the other of the presently preferred embodiments and examples alone or I
combingtion, even though not explicitly described therein. Further @t should be understood
that all of the features and aspects described herein may be provided through use of any
sgitable hardware, software or combination of both, as may be desived and in any mamer, In
addition, for example, the gaming system disclosed herein way provide the awards o
winping players in any suitable mannver, such as through a suiiadle bonus or secondary game
or event determined by the implementer or operator of the gaming system, and may include,

without Himitation:

i Dividing any multt (betling/dealing/trading) outcome nto its sub components,
23 Allow change of ticket ownership or ticket exchange between players or other
eritities at any time, including at any point after a ticket s obtained or an evert is initiated up

through com pi*‘*:oz‘ of the event, after vach stage of the game being resoived, or at any other

desired time. The recipient of the ticket that has changed ownership or been exchanged
would assume the same position as the oviginal owner; in effect stepping into the shoes of the
oviginal owner, and legally supersede the original owner with all rights assoctated with the

3

ticket. For example, # change of ticket ownership can ocowr via & buy-out, and the party

i

33

acquiring the toket would have all the rights as the original owner, inclunding being entited o

n any gward or jackpot that may relate to the tieket in connection with any wagering event.

n oother examples, legal ownership of the ticket would remain with a player, but the

entitlement to any award or Jackpot is what would reside with another party where a “ticket

change” has ocourred, such as through g buy-out, or trading or giving a tieket o another

Stmiltarly, & party purchasing a partial buy-out of & ticket {i.e., less than 0% of the

rights associated with the ticket) would be entitled to win any sward or jackpot for which the

ticket is redeemable in proportion 1o the interest purchased via the partial buy-out. Thus, if
the party purchased 8 30% Interest ia the ticket, the party would be entitled to 30% of the

winnings v which the ticket is redeomable. As with full buy-outs, partial buy-outs can

OCCur Prior to or at any stage of & wagering event.
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In an illustrative example of a ticket exchange, 2 poo! may be

o
E¢d
Lom
=
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=

may place £3000 worth of bets into the pool} 4-3-6 hours In advance of a particular

¥y

wagering event. As the public play into a pool becomes significant, rather than continuing to

grow the pool {i.e., continuging to add money from bets) and have the operator’s commitment

to keep the prices inline escalate, the operator can transfer some of the existing seed money

or Imvestoent {o a player buying a tote ticket, Notably, the tote ticket may change ownership

i whole ar in part, before the pool is closed, or after the pool has closed hut before
ompletion of the wagering ovent,

3} Calculate the odds specifically, allow marlet forces 1o determine a sale price,
use sther particular sublective andfor objective factors, and/or use any desired combination
of the foregoing.

4} Allow the ownership of remaining tickets or number to be transparently

displayed to the player and or andience, to help cash in or buy-back offers or process,

X

N

53 Transact, with or without a bidding process or jobt bidding process, or anction the

ticket c\cnaﬂge The implementer ov operator of the gaming svatem disclosed hersin may

Lo

~

also designate the numtber of awards, the time at which those awards are provided to cach
winning player, the muanber of rounds in the bonus event, the number of designated ocufeomes

in each round dandfor the number of available outcomes in each round o suitable values.

44

Such changes and modifications can be made withomy departing from the spirit and
scope of the present disclosure and withowt diminishing #s intended advantages. For
example, any of the concepts and features described in connection with any example,
sinbodiment or variation herein may also apply and be ptilized o connection with any other
exampie, embodiment or variation described hereln alone or in combination. In addition, any
of the concepis and features disclosed herein may be provided by appropriate hardware,
software anddor combination of both hardware and software where desired and decmed

appropriate. 1t is therefore intended that such changes and modifications be covered by the
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CLAIMS
1. A method of conducting a multi-outcome wagering event for
one or more players, whercin the wagering event compriscs a defined number of legs,
and wherein a player is presented with at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial
buy-out offer prior to completion of all of the defined number of legs, the method
comprising the steps of:
providing one or more wagering input devices in communication with a

system controller through which one or more players may participate in a multi-
outcome wagering event, said system controller being adapted for:

initiating the multi-outcome wagering event for one or more players,
said multi-outcome wagering event comprised of a defined number of legs, wherein
one or more jackpots, or a portion thereof, is awarded at least where a particular
number of the defined number of legs are completed;

receiving a wager via the one or more wagering input devices in
response to input from a player desiring to participate in the multi-outcome wagering
event, wherein the wager coincides with each of the defined number of legs;

generating a record reflecting the wager associated with the player at
the system controller;

receiving input of an outcome of each of the defined number of legs
corresponding to the multi-outcome wager event;

generating and causing display via the one or more wagering input
devices the outcome of each of the defined number of legs to a player;

identifying onc or more players eligible to win each of the defined
number of legs based on the wager from among players participating in the multi-
outcome wagering event,

determining any players eligible to win at least one jackpot or a portion
thereof based on the potential outcome of each of the defined number of legs in
comparison against the record reflecting the wager from among players participating
in the multi-outcome wagering event, wherein players eligible to win at least one leg
are eligible to win at least one jackpot or a portion thereof;

initiating and causing display of at least one of a buy-out offer and
partial buy-out offer via the one or more wagering input devices to any number of the
one or more players that are eligible to win at least onc jackpot for at least a portion of

said at least one jackpot, said buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer being initiated at
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any time before the multi-outcome wagering event has been completed;

receiving an acceptance of the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer via
the one or more wagering input devices in response to input_from a particular number
of the players eligible to win at least one jackpot that have accepted the buy-out offer
or partial buy-out offer, each of the players accepting the buy-out offer will no longer
be eligtble to exclusively win the at least one jackpot, wherein each of the players not
accepting the buy-out offer will remain cligible to win the at [east one jackpot, and
wherein each of the players accepting a partial buy-out offer remains eligible to win at
least a portion of the at least one jackpot;

issuing a credit, tokens, cuirency or an award to the one or more
players accepting the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer;

completing the remainder of the defined number of legs to finish the
multi-outcome wagering event;

determining if any of the players have won the at least one jackpot or
portion thereof}

notifying the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof;, and

issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an award to the players that have
won the jackpot or portion thereof.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the multi-outcome wagering event
comprises one or more wagering events, the defined number of legs comprises one or
more legs, and wherein each of the defined number of legs comprises at least one of
an entirc wagering event, a partial wagering event, a divisible component of a
wagering event, multiple independent wagering events occurring sequentially or
concurrently, and a compilation of related wagering events, wherein the one or morc
wagering events comprises one or more selected from the group consisting of sporting
events, lotteries, real games and virtual games, and wherein the wager comprises a
potential outcome for each of the legs.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the wager is one or more of sclectable
by being handpicked by the player, provided electronically on request of the player
through communication between the one or more wagering input devices and the
system controller, provided via a random number generator associated with the
system controller, a quick pick or a smart pick.

4, The method of claim 2, wherein the games comprise one or more

sclected from the group consisting of slot machines, keno, poker, video games and
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racing,

5. The method of claim 1, wherein accepting a partial buy-out offer
comprises a player accepting less than the buy-out offer amount, said acceptance
resulting in the player remaining eligible to win at least a portion of at least one
Jackpot.

6. The methed of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer is initiated on behalf
of at least one of a third party and a player, and when a buy-out offer is accepted, the
third party becomes eligible for winning at least a portion of the jackpot.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the system controller is further
programmed to award the jackpot, or any fractional portion thercof, upon the
completion of the multi-outcome event pool.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the multi-outcome wagering event
comprises one or more virtual games, said method further comprising:

initiating the buy-out offer prior to completion of the onc or more virtual
games, but after an outcome of the one or more virtual games has been determined,

said buy-out offer including a price that is at least partially based on random-
number-generated probabilities.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising initiating a bidding process
among a designated number of players interested in accepting at least one of a buy-out
offer and partial buy-out offer, and closing the bidding process after a certain span of
time or aficr a certain number of the buy-out and partial buy-out offers have been
accepted.

10.  The method of claim 1, wherein onc or more interim jackpots are
awarded where a particular number of the defined number of legs are completed prior
to completion of the multi-outcome wagering event.

1].  The method of claim 1, further comprising awarding at least one
consolation jackpot where a consolation scenario is won.

12.  The method of claim 11, wherein said consolation scenario compuising
at least one of winning a predetermined subset of the defined number of legs and
selecting a predetermined number of non-winning legs that each finishes within a
predetermined position of a corresponding winning leg.

13.  The method of claim 10, wherein there is a span of time before at least
one final leg of thc multi-outcome event is completed, and the at least one final leg is

completed in a live or pre-recorded event attended by the players eligible to win a
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Jjackpot, a portion thereof, or a bonus prize.

14.  The method of claim 13, further comprising initiating a buy-back offer,
prior to the at least one final leg, to at least one player eligible to win the jackpot, the
portion thereof, or the bonus, said buy-back offer being for a portion of an entirety of
said jackpot, said portion thereof, or said bonus prize.

15.  The method of claim 13, wherein the live or pre-recorded event is a
reality show that is broadcast over a mass communications medium.

16.  The method of claim 15, wherein the mass communications medium
comprises at least one of television, satellite, cable, the Internet, mobile
communication device, social media and radio.

17.  The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more wagering input
devices are adapted for generating a wager for a player reflecting one or more
predicted outcomes of the multi-outcome wagering event.

18.  The method of claim 1, wherein ownership or partial ownership of the
wager may be changed from player to player at any time before or during the course
of the multi-outcome wagering event.

19.  The method of claim 18, wherein the system controller is further
adapted for identifying the ownership status of the wager.

20.  The method of claim 1, wherein the wager further comprises a list that
is at least one of printed on a ticket, printed on a voucher, and displayed via the one or
more wagering input devices.

21.  The method of claim 1, wherein the onc or more wagering devices
comprise at least one of a wagering terminal, a wagering workstation, a personal
computer, a smart phone, a tablet computing device, a gaming machine, a slot
machine, and a lottery machine.

22.  The method of claim 1, wherein the multi-outcome wagering event
comprises a pool or is progressive, wherein said pool is at least one of fixed, variable
and guaranteed.

23.  The method of claim 1, wherein where there are no winners of at least
onc jackpot, said at least one jackpot is rolled into another multi-outcome wagering
event or at least partially awarded to an operator of the multi-outcome wagering
event.

24.  The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the one or more

jackpots comprises a monetary award provided to the player in the form of at least one
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of currency, tokens and credit.

25.  The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more jackpots, the
portion thereof, or the award comprises one or more selected from the group
consisting of monetary awards, nonmonetary awards, a prize, a payment, a
designated currency, virtual currency, tokens, credits, coupons, services, personal
property, real property, virtual property, assets, investments, negotiable instruments,
commodities, food, lodging, entertainment, alleviation of obligations, gaming

opportunities and wager enhancement.

26.  The method of claim 1, wherein the multi-outcome wagering event
comprises at least one of a bonus leg and a consolation leg,

wherein designated players who have one a defined number of legs qualify for
the bonus leg and designated players who have lost a defined number of legs quality
for the consolation leg, and

wherein correctly predicting an outcome of the bonus leg qualifies at least one
designated player for at least a portion of a bonus prize and correctly predicting an
outcome of the consolation leg qualifies at least one designated player for at least a
portion of a consolation prize.

27. A wagering system including one or more wagering input devices for
allowing the placement of a wager on a multi-outcome wagering event comprising
one or more wagering events, the wagering system cornprising:

a system coniroller configured to communicate with the one or more wagering
input devices, said system controller configured to:

initiate the multi-outcome wagering event for one or more playcrs, said
multi-outcome wagering event comprised of a defined number of legs comprising one
or more legs, whercin one or more jackpots, or a portion thereof, is awarded at least
where a particular number of the defined number of legs are completed;

receive a wager via the one or more wagering input devices in response
to input from a player desiring to participate in the multi-outcome wagering event,
wherein the wager coincides with each of the defined number of legs;

generate a record reflecting the wager associated with the player at the
system controller;

receive input of an outcome of each of the defined number of legs

corresponding to the multi-outcome wager event;
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generate and cause display via the one or more wagering input devices
the outcome received of each of the defined number of legs to a player;

identify one or more players eligible to winners of each of the defined
number of legs based on the wager from among players participating in the multi-
outcomc wagering event,

determine any players eligible to win at least one jackpot or a portion
thereof based on the potential outcome of each of the defined number of legs in
comparison against the record reflecting the wager from among players participating
in the multi-outcome wagering event, wherein players eligible to winning at least one
leg remain cligible to win at least one jackpot or a portion thereof;

initiate and cause display of at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial
buy-out offer via the one or more wagering input devices to any number of the one or
more players that remain eligible to win at least one jackpot, or portion thereof, for at
least a portion of said at least one jackpot, said buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer
being initiated before the multi-outcome wagering event has been completed;

receive an acceptance of at least one of the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer via the one or more wagering input devices in response to input from a
particular number of the one or more players eligible to win the at least one jackpot or
portion thereof that have accepted the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, wherein
each of the one or more players accepting the buy-out offer will no longer be eligible
to exclusively win the at least one jackpot, wherein each of the one or more players
not accepting the buy-out offer will remain eligible to win the at least one jackpot, and
wherein each of the one or more players accepting a partial buy-out offer remains
eligible to win at least a portion of the at least one jackpot;

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award to the one or more players
accepting the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer;

complete the remainder of the defined number of legs to finish the
multi-outcome wagering event; and

determine if any of the players have won the jackpot or portion thercof;

notify the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof; and

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award to the players that have
won the jackpot or portion thereof.

28.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the multi-outcome

wagering event comprises a plurality of legs, each comprising at least one of an cntire
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sporting event, a partial sporting event, a divisible component of a sporting event,
multiple independent spotting events occurring sequentially or concurrently, and a
compilation of related sporting events,

29.  The wagering system of claim 28, wherein the system controller is
further configured to:

initiate one or more buy-out offers or partial buy-out offers for any
combination of the plurality of legs at any time prior to completion of the multi-
outcome wagering event; and receive an acceptance of said one or more buy-out
offers or partial buy-out offers.

30. The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the multi-outcome
wagering event comprises at least one of a bonus leg and a consolation leg,

wherein designated players who have won a defined number of legs qualify
for the bonus leg and dcsignated players who have lost a defined number of legs
qualify for the consolation lcg, and

wherein correctly predicting an outcome of the bonus leg qualifies at least one
designated player for at least a portion of a bonus prize and correctly predicting an
outcome of the consolation leg qualifies at least one designatcd player for at least a
portion of a consolation prize.

31.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the wager comprises at least
one of an accumulator, parlay, fixed odds single or fixed odds multiple wager
comprising at least one or more combinations of at least a portion of the defined
number of legs, wherein the one or more combinations are selectable by at least one
of a player, a third party, and the wagering system, and wherein at any time before all
legs included in the wager have been completed, at least onc partial buy-out offer is
initiated to any number of the one or more players remaining eligible to win at least
one of a jackpot, a portion of a jackpot or an award.

32. The wagering system of claim 27, whercin the one or more jackpots, the
portion thereof, or the award comprises one or more sclected from the group
consisting of monetary awards, nonmonetary awards, a prize, a payment, a designated
currency, virtual currency, tokens, credits, coupons, services, personal property, real
property, virtual property, assets, investments, negotiable instruments, commodities,
food, lodging, entertainment, alleviation of obligations, gaming opportunities and
wager enhancement.

33.  The wagering system of claim 27 wherein the wagering event and
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wager comprises one or more of fixed odds single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover
wagers, full cover wagers with singles, 'Any to Come' (ATC) or 'if cash' wagers,
specialty wagers, forecasts, fixed, variable, guaranteed, parimutuel wagering, fixed-
odds wagering, accumulator or parlay wagering, fixed odds, a pool, progressive, fixed
pool, variable pool or guaranteed pool.

34,  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein upon acceptance of the buy-
out offer or partial buy-out offer by a player, the system further comprises at least one
or more of:

transferring an entitlement of the player to at least one third party or another
player, so that the at least one third party or another player becomes eligible to win the
at least one jackpot or portion thereof;

transferring ownership or partial ownership of the player, in at least a portion
of the player’s wager, 10 at least one thir¢ party or another player, so that the at least
one third party or another playcr obtains ownership or partial ownership and becomes
eligible to win the at least onc jackpot or portion thereof;,

relinquishing rights of the player, in at least a portion of the player’s wager
corresponding to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, before the multi-outcome
wagering event has been completed; and

initiating and causing display of at least a portion of the player’s wager
corresponding to the accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer for at least one of
bidding and selection by one or more third parties.

35.  The wagering system of claim 27, further comprising a cash out
option, the system controller further configured to:

receive a selection of the cash out option from any of the one or more players
that desire to fully or partially end the wager, wherein the selection of the cash out
option from any of the one or more players is provided via one or more of the one or
more wagering input devices, a hand held device, a mobile device, a wircless device,
a computing system, a smart phone, a telephone, a tablet computer, text messaging, a
PDA, an interactive television, email, Internet browser or a cashier;

wherein any of the one or more players selecting the cash out option to fully
end the wager no longer participates in the multi-outcome wagering event, and any of
the one or more players selecting the cash out option to pariially end the wager
continues to participate in the multi-outcome wagering event; and

issue to the one or more players that selected the cash out option one or more
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of cash, tickets or credit slips redeemable by the player, funding of a player’s
electronically recordable identification card or online account, or an award.

36.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein initiate and cause display of
at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprises initiate and cause
display of a partial buy-out offer.

37.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein initiate and cause display of
at Jeast one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprises initiate and cause
display of a buy-out offer.

38.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the buy-out offer comprises
a cash in offer or a cash out offer, and wherein the partial buy-out offer comprises a
partial cash in offer or a partial cash out offer.

39.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a full cash out on a single.

40.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a partial cash out on a single.

41.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a full cash out on a multiple, accumulator, parlay or pool.

42.  The wagering system of claim 27, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a partial cash out on a multiple, accumulator, parlay or pool.

43.  The method of claim 1 wherein the wagering event and wager
comprises one or more of fixed odds single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover
wagers, full cover wagers with singles, '‘Any to Come' (ATC) or 'if cash’ wagers,
specialty wagers, forecasts, fixed, variable, guaranteed, parimutuel wagering, fixed-
odds wagering, accumulator or parlay wagering, fixed odds, a pool, progressive, fixed
pool, variable pool or guaranteed pool.

44,  The method of claim 1, wherein upon acceptance of the buy-out offer
or partial buy-out offer by a player, the method further comprises at least one or more
of:

transferring an entitlement of the player to at least one third party or another
player, so that the at least one third party or another player becomes eligible to win the
at least one jackpot or portion thercof;

transferring ownership or partial ownership of the playcr, in at least a portion
of the player’s wager, to at least one third party or another player, so that the at least

one third party or another player obtains ownership or partial ownership and becomes
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eligible to win the at least one jackpot or portion thereof;

relinquishing rights of the player, in at lcast a portion of the player’s wager
corresponding to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, before the multi-outcome
wagering event has been completed; and

initiating and causing display of at least a portion of the player’s wager
corresponding to the accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer for at least one of
bidding and selection by one or more third parties.

45.  The mecthod of claim I, further comprising a cash out option, the
system controller further configured to:

receive a selection of the cash ount option from any of the one or more players
that desire to fully or partially end the wager, wherein the selection of the cash out
option from any of the one or more players is provided via one or more of the one or
more wagering input devices, a hand held device, a mobile device, a wireless device,
a computing system, a smart phone, a telephone, a tablet computer, text messaging, a
PDA, an interaciive television, email, Internet browser or a cashier;

wherein any of the one or more players selecting the cash out option to fully
end the wager no longer participates in the multi-outcome wagering event, and any of
the one or more players selecting the cash out option to partially end the wager
continues to participate in the multi-outcome wagering event; and

issue to the one or more players that selected the cash out option one or more
of cash, tickets or credit slips redecmanle by the player, funding of a player’s
electronically recordable 1dentification card or online account, or an award.

46.  The method of claim 1, wherein initiate and cause display of at least
one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprises initiate and cause display
of a partial buy-out ofter.

47.  The method of claim 1, wherein initiate and cause display of at lcast
onc of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprises initiate and cause display
of a buy-out offer.

48.  The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer comprises a cash in
offer or a cash out offer, and wherein the partial buy-out offer comprises a partial cash
in offer or a partial cash out offer.

49.  The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer and partial buy-out
offer comprises a full cash out on a single.

50.  The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer and partial buy-out
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offer compriscs a partial cash out on a single.

51.  The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer and partial buy-out
offer comprises a full cash out on a multiple, accumulator, parlay or pool.

52.  The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer and partial buy-out
offer comprises a partial cash out on a multiple, accumulator, parlay or pool.

53. A wagering system including one or more wagering input devices for
allowing the placement of a wager on one or more wagering events, the wagering
system comprising:

a system controller configured to communicate with the one or more wagering
input devices, said system controller configured to:

initiate the one or more wagering events for one or more players;

receive a wager via the one or more wagering input devices in response
to input from a player desiring to participate in the one or more wagering events;

generate a record reflecting the wager associated with the player at the
system controller;

receive input of an outcomne of the one or more wagering cvents;

generate and cause display via the one or more wagering input devices
the outcome of the one or more wagering events to a player;

identify one or more players eligible to win the one or more wagering
events based on the wager from among players participating in the one or more
wagering events;

determine any winners of the one or more wagering, events based on
the outcome of one or more wagering events in comparison against the record
reflecting the wager from among players participating in the one or more wagering
events;

initiate and cause display of at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial
buy-out offer via the one or more wagering input devices to any number of the one or
more players eligible to win before the one or more wagering events have been
completed, wherein one or more additional buy-out offers or partial buy-out offers
may be initiated and displayed via the one or more wagering input devices to any
number of the one or more players that have not accepted a buy-out offer or a partial
buy-out offer;

receive any acceptances of the at least one of the buy-out offer and

partial buy-out coffer via the one or more wagering input devices in response to input
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from a particular number of the one or more players that have accepted the buy-out
offer or partial buy-out offer; and

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award to the one or more players accepting the
buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer.

54.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the one or more players are
eligible to win an award and the system controller is further configured to determine if
any of the one or more players have won the award.

55.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the award comprises one or
more selected from the group consisting of monetary awards, nonmonetary awards, a
prize, a payment, a designated currency, virtual currency, tokens, credits, coupons,
services, personal property, real property, virtual property, assets, invesiments,
negotiable instruments, commoditics, food, lodging, entertainment, alleviation of
obligations, gaming opportunities and wager enhancement.

56. The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the wagerng event
comprises at least one of an entire wagering event, a partial wagering cvent, a
divisible component of a wagering event, multiple independent wagering events
occurring sequentially or concurrently, and a compilation of related wagering events,
wherein the wagenng event comprises one or more selected from the group consisting
of sporting cvents, lotteries, real games, virtual games, live events, pre-recorded
events, online events, broadcast events, slot machines, card games, keno, video games
and racing.

57.  The wagering system of claim 53 wherein the wagering event and
wager comprises one or more of fixed odds single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover
wagers, full cover wagers with singles, 'Any to Come' (ATC) or 'if cash' wagers,
specialty wagers, forecasts, fixed, variable, guaranteed, parimutuel wagering, fixed-
odds wagering, accumulator or parlay wagering, fixed odds, a pool, progressive, fixed
pool, variable pool or guaranteed pool.

58.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein upon acceptance of the buy-
out offer or partial buy-out offer by a player, the system further comprises at least one
or more of:

transferring an entitlement of the player to at least onc third party or another
player, so that the at least one third party or another player becomes eligible to win the
at least one jackpot or portion thcreof;

transferring ownership or partial ownership of the player, in at least a portion
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of the player’s wager, 1o at least one third parly or another plaver, so that the at least
one third party or anothcr player obtains ownership or partial ownership and becomes
eligible to win the at least one jackpot or portion thereof;

relinquishing rights of the player, in at least a portion of the player’s wager
corresponding to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, before the wagering event
has been completed; and

initiating and causing display of at least a portion of the player’s wager
corresponding to the accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer for at least one of
bidding and selection by one or more third parties.

59.  The wagening system of claim 53, further comprising a cash out
option, the system controller further configured to:

receive a selection of the cash out option from any of the onc or more players
that desire to fully or partially end the wager, wherein the sclection of the cash out
option from any of the one or more players is provided via one or more of the one or
more wagering input devices, a hand held device, a mobile device, a wireless device,
a computing system, a smart phone, a telephone, a tablet computer, text messaging, a
PDA, an interactive television, email, Internet browser or a cashier;

wherein any of the one or more players selecting the cash out option to fully
end the wager no longer participates in the one or more wagering cvents, and any of
the one or more players sclecting the cash out option to partially end the wager
continues to participate in the one or more wagering events; and

issue to the one or more players that sclected the cash out option one or more
of cash, tickets or credit slips redeemable by the player, funding of a player’s
electronically recordable identification card or online account, or an award.

60.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein initiate and cause display of
at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprises initiate and cause
display of a partial buy-out offer.

61.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein initiate and cause display of
at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer comprises initiate and cause
display of a buy-out offer.

62.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the buy-out offer comprises
a cash in offer or a cash out offer, and wherein the partial buy-out offer comprises a
partial cash in offer or a partial cash out offer.

63.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the buy-out offer comprises

50




a cash in offer or a cash out offer, and wherein the partial buy-out offer comprises a
partial cash in offer or a partial cash out offer.

64.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a full cash out on a single.

65.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a partial cash oot on a single.

66.  The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the buy-out offer and partial
buy-out offer comprises a full cash out on a multiple, accumulator, parlay or pool.

67. The wagering system of claim 53, wherein the buy-out offer and partial

buy-out offer comprises a partial cash out on a multiple, accumulator, parlay or pool.
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