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A novel process for the preparation of calvulanic acid and pharmaceutically acceptable
salt thereof, such as potassium clavulanate, is described. According to the novel process,
crude clavulanic acid, which is present in the form of an extract in an organic solvent,
' such as ethyl acetate, the extract having been obtained in known manner upon fermen-

tation with a calvulanic acid producing microorganism, is reacted with substituted
alkylenediamines of the formula I
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wherein the substituents R, R,, R;, R, and R, and » have the meanings as defined in
claim 1, e.g. with N N’-dnsopropylethylencdlannne, to the novel alkylcncdxammomum
diclavulanates of the formula I
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