- A description is given of an inproved process for the recovery of alkal

> metal or alkaline earth netal terephthalate and of al kyl ene glycol, from
pol yal kyl ene terephthalate, in particular from pol yethyl ene terephthal ate
(P.E.T.), the alkylene glycol, in particular the ethylene glycol, being
produced in the formof vapour duringl2he saponification reaction initiated
by the action of intensive kneading of the polyal kyl ene terephthal ate and
alkaliﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁpqggagent m xture at a tenperature of between 100[err] and

200[ err] C. The al kyl ene glycol is recovered in gaseous form by entrai nnent
by an inert gas or by extraction at reduced pressure. The al kali netal

t er epht hal ate dedcriptib@lis Rivendstt &h RpRlved QFRBE! fr! tBE CedovegDERAIREN rhétalsed i d
and powdery form it can be easily stored, transported and re-dissolved in

order flkaliae parth mietad tesephthaleta apés>§ ialkylene glxeel. tieom palyalkylene terephthalateasi d or
ester. particular from polyethylene terephthalate (P.E.T.), the alkylene glycol, in particular the

ethylene glycol, being produced in the form of vapour during the saponification reaction
initiated by the action of intensive kneading of the polyalkylene terephthalate and alkali metal
reagent mixture at a temperature of between 100° and 200°C. The alkylene glycol is
recovered in gaseous form by entrainment by an inert gas or by extraction at reduced pressure.
The alkali metal terephthalate or alkaline earth metal terephthalate is obtained in solid and
powdery form; it can be easily stored, transported and re-dissolved in order to be purified and

then possibly converted into terephthalic acid or ester.
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