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- 1 - LUGGAGE CASE/The.presenL..anenLinn_uaJ.at es to luggage cases and 5 is
particularly concerned'w th | uggage cases noul ded frmpbl(&ﬂ\i cs material.

A conventional | uagage case oIATHIIRINELS 7L SorvrheEentg S %

back and end wal s of the case. Thgistaw shells are hinged together at the

back walls and have | atches for releasably; fastening the edges of the
cases togethey when the case is closed. 15 Usually, such cases have a

protruding lip running around the edggcabreeabrshell at the place where

the shells nmeet to provide stiffness to the otherwise flexible shell. A
nmetal franme may be included around 20 part or all of the frane to provide
additional stiffness. In many designs of case, the projecting lip al so

provides the neans fohegpiepény {MferttbdlrdiNR AR URgAZOREBENERGASE
when the shell gaarearrtqjcq@}s]aerq. L@)%crée%d to oyide a lipfor thrs qﬁ)urpose
pl aces a constraint on & deSioGSEF 76 V&Séaé&ggﬁgﬁs.c ae8 grartdedo the
present inventifHPn Plastijcs mxrexdipdst, a |uggage case conprising a base

shell and a |lid shell, each shell having a peripheral side wall, the side
wal I's formng the frpnt.  back, an d walls of the _case, the two shells
bei ng hi nged t oget hejfg %?mﬁ%t’b%%% e‘(/%75\9791‘1'S%Fnd""ﬁi‘zﬁli°r1"g Piastdgs; makerialch for
rel easably 35 fCOMPIHiaes thwe shellls .t egehhbavihgnat heripherak. g€idsed, at
least a joo'ti ordiNg ItHecl iRl RA1TRURLEA 1R tHE kggnt,Sh?é%W? b&idg .
arranged to prQjggt; %v{a)hlfer%rgthe _I%erltaheral st de wal en the'Tatch is
rel eased so as to se. e o shells are hinged together

at the back walls and have latches for releasably

fastening the edges of the cases together when the case

is closed.

15
Usually, such cases have a protruding lip running
around the edge of each shell at the place where the
shells meet to provide stiffness to the otherwise
flexible shell. A metal frame may be included around

20 part or all of the frame to pfovide additional
stiffness.

In many designs of case, the projecting lip also
prov;des the means for gripping the 1id of the case to
25 openlthe case when the shells are released. The need to
provide a 1lip for this purpose places a constraint on
the designer of luggage cases.

According to the present invention in a first

30 aspect, a luggage case comprising a base shell and a 1id
shell, each shell having a peripheral side wall, the
side walls forming the front, back and end walls of the
case, the two shells being hinged together at the back
wall and having at least one latch for releasably

35 fastening the shells together when the case is closed,
at least a portion the latch being mounted on Ehe iid
shell and being arranged to project away from the -
peripheral side wall when the latch is released so as to
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. ,S *Q@D0002* 2 provide nmeans for gripping and raising the lid shell to
open the case. Wth this arrangement, it is no longer necessary to 5
provide the Iid shell with a projecting lip for gripping when opening the
case. In a preferred construction of the case, the edge of the Iid shel
fits into a channel in the edge of the base shell. This enables a case
with a rounded contour to be constructed. 10 Preferably the | atches are of
a toggle construction designed to pull the two shells together as they are
closed. Preferably the latches fit into a recess in the peripheral wall of
the shell so aPrmtide grajeciod gsipsimmtand | yaidiary frisd eniell. shey lwy ches
may be nounted Ghed henenshyl s of the case near the front of the case.
Two such latches may be provided, one at each end. Wth this arrangenent
the 20 latches are easy to grip for opening the case. The present invention

is also concerned wi Whthhehipr abkrengefmehanditngshfavyofigéeSnebbsssryney to

i d L 4 r ' e case 25 en
Peavi s 11T oq Phovidbotle ofa Aol Witk dUARSPALIY 1S €80 Slpalld
corner of the MR RRSRANCTRe $RR%- wal? arRroferegd tqrnatrhatdidns ofSuch

cases are interieccame bethe | ¢dge abf arharii® sheILNENys thtcohemannd a
steering handl eiﬂr%é)eeﬁ?vége&g ad h&éﬁ:m Ay S0 ta}rﬁoé)spposcl te end.wall.

Anot her type of case has four castors on the back wa tah_e ac%?sé’fl e
case rests on 3 HPEURIrONE tHR B SFrenaprecteber nost and is pul | ed
al ong on 1te ground by a strap or handle. 35 According to the present

: i i Si ' ach
|RVFPt|0n, a lquagengigraggnghélEgtghggsgrghgklaagggglglgogggéﬁétfbn
she
designed to pull the two shells together as they are
closed. Preferably the latches fit into a recess in the

peripheral wall of the shell so as not to project
15 substantially when fastened.

Two latches may be mounted on the end walls of the
case near the front of the case. Two such latches may
be provided, one at each end. With this arrangement the

20 latches are easy to grip for opening the case.

The present invention is also concerned with the
problem of handling heavy cases. It is know to provide
cases with wheels or castors for transporting the case

25 when heavily filled. 1In one construction a pair of
wheels are located at the corner of the case between the
back wall and one of the end walls. Such cases are
intended to be tilted at an angle to run on the wheels
and a steering handle may be provided near the front of

30 the opposite end wall. Another type of case has four
castors on the back wall of the case. The case rests on
the castors with the front wall uppermost and is pulled
along on the ground by a strap or handle.

35 According to the present invention, a luggage case
comprising a base shell and a 1id shell, each shell
having a peripheral side wall, the side walls forming
the front, back and end walls of the case, a carrying



havi ng a peripheral side wall, the side walls forming the front, back and
end walls of the case, a carrying 3 handle on the front wall of the case,
the case having two coaxial wheels nmounted at the corner of the case

bet ween the back wall and one of the end walls and two castors nounted on
t he back wall, and including at 5 | east one additional handle for pulling
the case on the wheels and the castors, Qr for steering the case when
tilted onto the two wheels. Wth this arrangenent of case the traveller

can wheel the ﬁé‘ﬁ%@i&HGEhQ”fL&\Qt %f?léfoéhé OML s AC I UL R RY3GHFT ENCE
and to suit the Cl rcunst ance. e case ngé%lnc1u e a steering-handl e at

or near the cbVfefodriahewhagdsmagphat| Jt ophesFeEnreheiide £ase
addition or albetwaéhveh¥, batkmMeyllnahddené @fll thédend wdldylland rwche sane

region Cases gl okneun,SoRsLaUshi O gk yglly Lohnefhtopeiher, at their
back walls by a S|ngfe |nge prn I'C passes’ t ir oug olede # i nge
knuckl es. 5Thi e¥eashaore2addbtiienal handle| for apyhl tnacthe sase sicitheases

even \t/vhen | ockrdely atiahtne teubtbh_s, hbﬁgﬁg:@iﬂteélﬁﬁ% KW ddd Rendd esent
Invention I n a [ e ere 1's_Drovi a, age case Cco IsIing a
shgted, ofB8TERe PobCubinlhr” ATH Cat PR

25 base shell and a e e havrng a peri wal |,
the side wal | sch8enthg thaveldar, capavheahdteadcase | eitdien lan dawse, the two

shel I's being «neaested Eeget BeEodlih§etHAgKePBLéndy andi tWesURARRKAN
havi ng a&oleast gne latch for releasably fastening the 30 shells together

when cl 0d8d, t RETRPRES*RESNs comprising interengaging hinge knuckl es on
the edges of the back walls of the respective shells, and two coaxi al
hinge pins insertedHd QRQPRASLARNGA ROWRReRlingNBdnAOLESLI Or LOSr
knuckl es, an og truction bgl@ prOV|d§g on Off side 35 of the shells
bet ween t he alléﬁe8°ﬁ8955° 0 8Fe9§ﬁ? ggonally opposite the wheels.

In addition or alternatively, it may include a pulling

15 handle in the same region.

Cases of known constructioq are usually joined
together at their back walls by a single hinge pin which
passes through holes in hinge knuckles. Thieves have

20 found it possible to gain access to such cases even when
locked by pushing out the hinge pin. '

According to the present invention in a third

aspect there is provided a luggage case comprising a

25 . base shell and a 1lid shell, each shell having a
peripheral side wall, the side walls forming the front,
back and end walls of the case, the two shells being
connected together at the back wall by a hinge means and
having at least one latch for releasably fastening the

30 shells together when closed, the hinge means comprising
interengaging hinge knuckles on the edges of the back
walls of the respective shells, and two coaxial hinge
pins inserted from opposed ends though aligned holes in
the knuckles, an obstruction being provided on one side

35 of the shells between the aligned holes to prevent each
hinge pin being pushed out of the holes through the end
through which it is inserted.



hi nge pin being pushed out of the holes through the end through which it
Is inserted. 4 Wth this arrangenent, the hinge pins can only be
extracted fromthe ends in which they are inserted. It is not possible to
push the hinge pins out through the opposite end because of the
obstruction. 5 It is known to provide |luggage case with a pulling handle
for pulling the case along the ground when resting on four wheels or
castors. In one knowmn arrangenent, the-pulling handle is attached to a 10
-retractable strap. The strap is attached to a linear spring which extends
down the inside of Whtlnthimldrudngdentcasthe Himgd rpfndashieoMeEbE pul | ey
near the back extwladctdld 1ot 33% lyen f equi red f.or
conveniently Q%I | i r% a cgz)i [ $ gre-é;laat%eri%t %%qgﬁalt?‘tg&a@h% pSe g§g'i sIfecause
the front wal I ot I h&EHILY% B0 sush the pipggr pdne. oudwdheouaht khehe

| i near spri ng oPPo@idenend bechasecnd! thef obstafcitian .can be accommodated is
restrictesl in small cases. 20 According to the present invention in a
fourth aspect therg is provided a |uggage case having top, bottom front
back and end wal | s,I'fofﬁ KRR stQrPraids sluggdgr) eremtweitlom tthel iank wal |
and a pul | i ng handdiee fogs parifllipgnede idaegec@aldaly kbleVdune whegnt wal | and
one 25 of the ruatipd | £hE Ritlelal1nd Jrandl ssemly conprising a pulling
strap attached _at g%eo?nd to giﬁselgg%l O%D&%Fg:&%si'n?i} eqnl?rer%ﬁ%, t he spool

bei ng spring I*FEfRFeRSty tthe pulding haadder 4p wiamohed ite ase, the strap
passing 3@ t'hretarcdiakd eofstirfap .caghet Bteugh ia Sle@adned e Wehli 4@ ,30 the

case and a hany,q o | ' c to.the oyter end of the_strap, a
recess being g?ovix%regﬁliiﬁ %%Elttd%i gig’qmo%htehg'ngg'gf? £F @% e waddr R&r and

the handl e gritﬁleoéﬁar?@‘ S%@qr@pf Pasisgso ovier ac padd eph@rearotthienbask.
wall of the case. The length of strap required for '
conveniently pulling a case is greater the smaller the
15 case is because the front wall of the case is closer to
the ground. However with the linear spring arrangement,
the length of strap that can be accommodated is
restricted in small cases.

20 According to the present invention in a fourth
aspect there is provided a luggage case having top,
bottom, front back and end walls, four wheeis or castors
being mounted on the back wall and a pulling handle
assembly near the corner between the front wall and one

25 of the end walls, the pPulling handle assembly comprising
a pulling strap attached at one end to a spool mounted
inside the case, the spool being spring loaded so as to
wind in the strap when not in use, the strap passing to
the outside of the case through a slot in the wall of

30 the case and a handle grip being attached to the outer
end of the strap, a recess being provided in the outside

of the case at the said corner and the handle grip being
shaped to fit into the recess when not in use.

35 With this arrangement, the length of strap that can

be accommodated is restricted by the size of the case

and, if desired, the same unit can be used in a range of
cases of different gizes.



35 Wth this arrangenent, the length of strap that can be accomopdated is
restricted by the size of the case and, if desired, the sanme unit can be
used in a range of cases of different sizes. 5 It is desirable to be able
to open cases fully in order to have access for packing the lid of the
case as well as the base. Wien a case is provided with castors the
castors may linmt the extent to which the case nay 5 be opened. According
to the present invention in a fifth aspgct, there is provided a |uggage
case conprising a base shell and a |id shell, each shell having a 10
-peripheral side wall ist Hessirdbluatbdsbé oawieged hepénoshses bagkigng, end

wal I's of the gagéer td | i t her ,at the back wall
and havi ng at lii‘gt oﬁ}éé a?%%%r&?e%ﬁﬂr}dl@ﬁt}ec;g‘g& t%é)eq}?ercasﬁr?eﬁscl osed,
at least two"ehStdFsthekRasg. ¢ (fhemial qass diss provided wittid ceBtorst he back

wal | of each thetbesties By t i DAY extdit) &6 RacRsh aAhdiddRr ey
di stanceg froguthgehbgge axis, a recess being provided between the castor

furthest from the axis and the hinge axis to accommpdate the castor on
the other shell when the case is fully opened. 20 Wen a | uggage case is
being carried on tRhecoedingf toatharpiéseBy DEvexBO8RU1H0ar Al frypin order to

Bge of the beceeshol adfs td HedPRRAl S diiodhde (Hass, oPEF MM | bet vieon
t hem whi ch reR@F§eshehh adea bid tghel).d esindi |sha¥X rhavixiy @ const ructi on
however 10t herpetsphepabsabdé i1l hathd alud ald17 Qrdiigy GaRe %ﬁ’&,col | ect
in the Channeﬂ)aéﬂdaﬁ’?ftgﬁdF\Dglféj!éfatslse dc%néaegl e It:Ev?o Cs ne;[lelns} SBe:I.n ceording
to the present I1nvention in a siXth ’ g
hinged together at the back wall and having at least one
latch for securing the case together when closed, at
least two castors, one of the said castors being mounted
15 on the back wall of each of the shells, the castors
being spaced at different distances from the hinge axis,
a recess being provided between the castor furthest from
the axis and the hinge axis to accommodate the castor on
the other shell when the case is fully opened.
20
When a luggage case is being carried on the roof of
@ car it may be exposed to rain. In order to provide
rigidity and for other reasons, it may be desirable to
. form the edge of the base shell with inner and outer
25 lips with a channel between them which receives the edge
of the lid shell. With such a construction however
there is a possibility that rain falling on the case may

collgct in the channel and enter the suitcase damaging
its contents.
30

According to the present invention in a sixth
aspect there is provided a luggage case compriging a
base shell and a 1id shell, the two shells being joined
togethe; by a hinge, the edge of the base shell being
35 formed with an inner lip and an outer Iip with a channel-
between the inner and outer lips, the inner 1lip
extending around the entire case, the outer lip

extending around the entire case except in the region of



ect there is provided a |uggage case conprising a base shell and a lid
2ﬁgll, the two sﬁells being joined together by a hinge, the edge of the
base shell being 35 formed with an-inner [ip and an outer lip with a
channel . between the inner and outer lips, the inner lip extending around
the entire case, the outer |ip extending around the entire case except in
the region of 6 the hinge, the edge of thg lld shel | being received in
t he channel between the inner and outer Tips when the case is closed, the

inner lip bein | h 0 (A round.the entire periphery of
It Re casel.o W t thSHHt ﬁ{i]'g{gaeﬁ'r _ggriljdete%glﬁte, %itf;‘e thst Q'ri%cgwlleg&t g‘eriﬁgt I’f&cgté(ﬁﬁeinl It .
will overflow tide Hhanned detyteenhdheadanieaf and ioutean 1ipeewheawthae

lip and danagedﬂne(myndmdghdﬁ1ﬂhe1fﬁ@§g§;§O§Egn?a§%g?%gfEﬁggzgﬁgs of case,
the carrying h | Y Q : _ o
acconnndgteg tﬁggéﬁb;ﬁ'ggﬁﬁgéﬁgﬁ?eofygﬁ e BsE E%eFNe°§a§§e!§a€&Pr|%E:?é e
pi voting handl &BdisGnrapgemendnt ifhwalterdicolieicty damehed chanksd. 4

bl e 10 PIVOL A ey oy GRSl a8 Be o kAR abl o

I vot ngi.t udi n axis. .Su _
?gl §a£ ?ypi)\écaus??%%ogvmé%eg@nﬁg\fe%ﬁt 3 df"ﬂ‘égfa%‘e_rrﬁ%@e_f‘ﬁé R&ngbe turn in
the hand of th&affer. 20 According to the present invention in a seventh
aspect, there is provided a |uggage case conprlshng aI bafe shelgtgﬂdfgrlld
shell, t two shells being hi nged together, and at |east one
hol di ng the case to%%t%%?gvﬁﬁfq'c‘f‘b%@cf’%“’arﬁf £ iy FrERNIag tendle
carryi ng handl ds@ivptiadde tthet baseakhedll Bbethateist cant SceBaRoaqtas Not

i vot | ati t e ash .2 tion.of the handl e _being nade
. L? glxgtegfaﬁlﬁﬁiidﬁgﬁﬁigé orgggﬁak%t%%gtfEEEWEgntgﬁeiéggglfscPffﬁF hel d
by the handl e PR 480 BAYs PEEVestsithe, handle being

damaged in use. There are however situations where it
15 is desired that the handle should not be able to pivot
about a longitudinal axis. Such cases can be
uncomfortable to carry because the swaying movement of
the case makes the handle turn in the hand of the user.

20 According to the present invention in a seventh
aspect, there is provided a luggage case comprisgsing a
base shell and a 1id shell, the two shells being hinged
together, and at least one latch for holding the case
together when closed, and a carrying handle, the

25 carrying handle being fixed to the wall of the case at
its ends so as not to pivot relative to the case, at
least a portion of the handle being made of a material
that allows torsional twisting when the case is firmly
held by the handle and the case sways from side to side.

30 With this arrangement, the swaying movement of the case
is accommodated by the torsional twisting of the handle.

In some constructions of case it is desired to
" provide a central latch in the front wall of the case.
35 If the handle is a fixed handle, access to the latch may

be restricted and therefore the latch may be difficult
to operate.



30 Wth this arrangenment, the swayi ng novenent of the case  is accommmodated
by the torsional twisting of the handle. 1In sone constructions of case it
is desired to provide a central latch in the front wall of the case. 35 If
the handle is a fixed handle, access to the latch may be restricted. and
therefore the latch may be difficult to operate. 7 According to the
present invention in a eighth aspect, there is provided a |luggage case
conprising a base shell and a |lid shell, the two shells being hinged

toget her, a carryi ngadamcdingngb aHeatprededit Hoh@nitdohhenbasBebhent oget her

1 th [ t t ei ng | ocat ed_ bet ween ri pping
\Sg(ra'? i E)nem(‘: ats ﬁela?zgﬁ'ﬁll%%ﬁgngﬁebgﬁﬁgfl ﬁg \a/va?Vg%?g? h%a%%S%?%ﬁP%%??]gf of the
type that draR@senhd #ngf at RddsrbeL3 . t bhet hee skellsikeirqtiompst the
| at ch bei ng noueigethet,0Re catriiagshghlite 18ndand DAVERJESY %@i’\‘i%%n’;tﬁé)r

te W t rtd f ot her shel he |l at¢ch includi an
ggg?gsrﬁg 3 \émve:éh%&g‘%né:o%%&p eé‘dwfl%nt eecfgﬁ/ep%?t#?)ﬁt%?e‘g' | ¥ % abt chhni ch
when the | ever bednghdrspded: betysennat gripping pavtien ¢fictid avamoyingn
first to nove handlds ande thal kal bRecis QLQéraﬁﬁeﬁéiﬁé‘%f%t% edrawn

ds the sai n hel L. With this_arr nt, operation o | at ch
Itgwa][ aii | i '?at e&ga](%n%srg?rlg (t::zlliiseegdpfasi gfd'ég?rgggfggp?%% Rer Agidk de® 20 the
space between fR@tengdshébe dagchhbebagemghntedwon hona gfingte dhellpanel s
are vsualy b vaiin e ol 8k ! esfgagsOt Ol disndpce
ring the front e e _cas ;
fsg(r:lr% of gcI ip C(t)%sl%i gttgleof Bg‘eflérnﬁg(?k?%?cgu@ ?b@‘gﬁ?ﬁ‘ ARYARINI 0 HRVer be
difficult to opeimgecoupdedi tol &hkeychherpost hoh ebynad dethlons AtwHITH S

required. AcCQh@nN@ne01el@rPi8S8PbrhBYENEL OFalfe? MhIILL ASPEGI ddere I8

I deé I Si_ng a
provided a Iug%%%ecigse coggr Sfigst to move towards the wall of the

w portion

15 other shell and then to be drawn towards the said one
shell. With this arrangement, operation of the latch is
facilitated.

In some cases it is desired to be able to divide
20 the space between the lid shell and the base shell with
a panel. Such panels are usually hinged to the back
wall of the case and have clips for securing the front
edge of the case to the 1lid shell. One conventional
form of clip consists of a turnbuckle. Such
25 arrangements can however be difficult to operate,

particularly where single-handed operation is required.

According to the present invention in a ninth
_ aspect, there is provided a luggage case comprising a
30 base shell and a 1id shell, the two shells being hinged
together along a back wall of the case, and a panel
within the case for dividing the space within the 1id
shell from the space within the base shell, the panel
being attached at its back edge to the interior of the
35 back wall and having means for detachably securing its
front edge to fhe 1lid of the case, the said means
comprising loop attached to the pad and a hook attached
to the inside of the 1id shell, a resilient detent being




30 base shell and a lid shell, the two shells being hinged together along
a back wall of the case, and a panel wthin the case for dividing the
space within the lid shell fromthe space within the base shell, the pane
being attached at its back edge to the interior of the 35 back wall and
havi ng neans for detachably securing its front edge to the lid of the
case, the said neans conprising |loop attached to the pad and a hook
attached to the inside of the lid shell® -a resilient detent being 8
position to Breve t the IooB for accidentally disengaging fromthe hook.
An enbodi menPOERHERE *RVEBREVERtWERE ABRPhECE Becidenkallyy way of exanpl e,
w th referenddseaghldngacconpahyi hgodraw ngs of which: Figure 1 shows a
perspective view of a case in accordance with the invention; 10 Figure 2
shows a top plan view qof the ca Figure 3 shows an end el evation of the

se;
case; Figure 4 sHhembodimeny afarthsh gventdomad1ll moyube 5 shows a
per spects ve dketelibeld,t by @ageoiftnekhfipdpenwieRdibEePendd €60tHhe 6- shows a

si de elevatiQQC°E%%%%%n%?d?%gakgg&ﬁfg%hgﬁﬁtde | atch of the case; Figure 7

shows a rear elev 'gure 6; Figure 8 shows a detai
of the wall construction; 20 Figure 9 shows a detail of the hinge

construction; Fi geigudd Bhihisws & lialrdp it ivee vaase dreiangagecdni ' tWo

wheel operatign..  H e S detail of the case being used in four
wheel operatf%%?rgggg%bSﬁ%hlgggﬁé%geggggPépective sketch of the pulling

handl e %bnstruct | FAIFEY# Shiyss o viem Rlamaivien of dhe lrasease in the

Figure 3 shows an end elevation of the case;
Figurg 4 shows a rear elevation of the caée;
Figure 5 shows a perspective sketch of the case in
the open condition;
15 Figure 6.shows a side elevation, partly in section,
of a side latch of the case;
Figure 7 shows a rear elevation of the latch of
Figure 6;
Figure 8 shows a detail of the wall construction;
20 Figure 9 shows a detail of the hinge construction;
Figure 10 shows a sketch of the case being used in
two wheel operation;
Figure 11 shows a detail of the case being used in
four wheel operation; |
25 Figure 12 shows a perspective sketch of the pulling
handle construction;
Figure 13 ghows a detail view of the case in the
open condition;
Figure 14 shows a further detail of the case in the
30 open condition;

Figure 15 shows a sketch of the castors in the open
condition; '

Figure 16 shows a cross-section through the rim of
the case; _ '
35 - Figure 17 shows a cross-section through thé rim of
the case in the region of the hinge; '

Figure 18 shows a detail of the handle
construction;




open condition; Figure 14 shows a further detail of the case in the 30
open condition; Figure 15 shows a sketch. of the castors in the open
condition; Figure 16 shows a cross-section through the rimof the case; 35
Figure 17 shows a cross-section through the rimof the case in the region
of the hinge; Figure 18 shows a detail of the handle construction; 9
Figure 19 shows a cross-section through the central Ilatch; Figure 20 shows
a perspective view of a central latch; 5 %igure 21 shows a perspective

detail of an arrang nt f hol di ng a dividin anel ; Fi.gyrne 22 is
cut-away vi ew of thegg%t”éﬁ g% ?ﬁ%ﬁ? eg "Z’i?s%fn%e"F'i%g%P e%‘%q‘}g\t/{\g’eelctf\%lriagnal
views of the catattehaf 10 'Figures 21 and 22. Referring to the draw ngs,

these show a | uggager; Gase 36 SROWEI 81 PerspOce1ed | view & h ldrahl and a
base shell 12, %%ép formed as a single nmoulding fromplastics 15 materi al .

Each shell has jipheral wall 13 and 14 respectively which together
formthe fSont 14, bREtguié, 21t ehods, a uperspeativd 7deraikrof wad | s 18 and 19

of the case. Ih@kéﬁ&ﬁhéﬁtth%tﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬂ&”d diSv i1 dd 1,5ection than the
r r

base so as to forman, integra ane running 20 entirely around the base
shel | . A carrying hahigBre122sis@urtbr@Bayt Fkey hethd Atethed Fdhausngal |
of the case. Tim; tamdshells 11 and 12 are connected together at the back

m" 15 by a hinge 2g;,82.The gflg6s QlellE15XQ1ShELLS &F ecte! & dapgtder
en 10 ‘Figures 21 and 22.

Referring to the drawings, these show a luggage
case 10 comprising two shells, a 1lid shell 11 and a base
shell 12, each formed as a single moulding from plastics

15 material. Each shell has a peripheral wall 13 and 14
respectively which together form the front 14, back 15,
top 16, underneath 17 and end walls 18 and 19 of the
case. The edge of the base shell is of thicker section
than the base so as to form an integral frame running

20 entirely around the base shell. A carrying handle 21 is
mounted on the frame 20 on the front wall of the case.
The two shells 11 and 12 are connected together at the
back wall 15 by a hinge 22.

25 The edges of the two shells are held together when
the case is closed by three latches. Two side latches
23 and 24 are mounted on the 1lid shell 11 and positioned
on the end walls. In the embodiment they are shown near
the front of the case between the mid-point of the end

30 walls and the front wall. A third latch 25 is mounted
on the base shell on the front wall 14 underneath the
gripping portion of the handle 21. All three latches
are of the type that draw thé edges of the case together
with a toggle action as they are fastened.

35 ,

Referring now to Figures 6 and 7, the construction

of the side latches will be described in detail.



the case is closed by three | atches. Two side |latches 23 and 24 are
mounted on the |lid shell 11 and positioned on the end walls. In the .
enbodi ment they are shown near the front of the case between the m d-point
of the end 30 walls and the front wall. A third latch 25 is nounted on the
base shell on the front wall 14 underneath the gripping portion of the
handle 21. Al three latches are of the type that draw the edges of the
case together wth a toggle action as fhe éredfaftened 35|FeLer8|ng ngmh
to Figures 6 and 7, Styr of the side |at Wi e descri be
in detgall 10 The sﬁ% ﬁ‘i i % I 568 rhi 2 SFo th POT AR 38 /pody
portion 31, an@ H°ﬁ&t8ﬁrﬁéppléh 3§ndThe1#ﬁGhtPngtlporBBon BBei sosatingd to

the wal |l of thpobtdoﬁhebli&lsb&uréarebstﬁé wﬁuqhoaafﬁffhiaugﬁg%?géwfgy {ELO
the nounting 5 |o ase |on y CcO

mount i ng po?tlcs)g9 94 Egﬁg pﬁF rﬁﬂ? h b&sgéiq ?ﬁFBuQHeaFPBHEHnHOIes
in lugs 36 andP3¥téﬁntheThsuhBﬁﬁQPOp@ipnoaladd ph&obaiéypObhneated to

respectlvely ehapﬁbﬁﬁtSﬁg ﬁSE%iQﬁtbﬁeBYtBehEH#@tFQH §§r§ Qsﬁgg base
portion 10 - Flas i on,so_t hat ower en

fromthe end ws Fougktﬁégﬁﬁggpgﬁiﬁﬁ 1Bathgss ?héndbaay°ﬁoFPFOH°BPB}E€ts
above the hi ngeopthossand tbenbase abmtdpntr@@pﬂht¢he&ggagssspﬁihgoﬁ8the

mount i ng portlaatstsethbh the ﬂB&ﬁE&ab Bbritenl @ rtﬁgdeE gsr@ggx
portlon se.in the OB position s The

hi nge p| 5 e&?ghé ggﬁErBPFﬁ Bar& P§I9°t6hﬁﬁei§ﬁdlﬂHFF SPdthé wagedand to
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41 % or 5ﬂd
al igned hol es Iﬁ mggt059 whlggsengaggs part of the moﬁnging portion

to limit the movement of the lower end of the body

15 portion away from the case in the open position shown in
Figure 6. The hinge pin 35 extends generally parallel
to the end wall of the case and to the edge of the
shell.

| atching porti8

20 The latch portion 33 is connected to the body
portion 31 near its loﬁer end by a hinge pin 40 which
passes through aligned holes in lugs or flanges 41 and
42 on the body portion and latching portion

respectively. The pivot pin 40 is parallel to the pivot
25 pin 35. '

The main part of the latching portion projects
upwardly from the hinge pin 40 and is formed at its
upper end with an abutment portion 44 which cooperates

30 with a recess 45 formed by a lip on the outside of the
end wall of the base shell 12.

The latch portion is pivotal about the pivot pin 40
between an open position in which it is inclined
35 upwardly away from the body portion 31.and towards the
wall of the case and a closed position in which it
projects upwardly and lies close to the body portion.
The lugs or flanges 41 and 42 on the latch portion and



respectively. The pivot pin 40 is parallel to the pivot 25 pin 35. The
mai n part of the latching portion projects wupwardly fromthe hinge pin 40
and is forned at its wupper end with an abutnment portion 44 which
cooperates 30 with a recess 45 forned by a |lip on the outside of. the end
wal | of the base shell 12. The latch portion is pivotal about the pivot pin
40 between an open position in which it is inclined 35 upwardly away from.
t he body portlon 31 and towards the wall 13f the case and a cl osed position
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rotate the Iatc%"fiil O,#{}%!iof}l fssrlomot Re cﬁ f1 ¥ 'SP RY 't a13' 83
permit the latch to be rotated from the closed

position to the open position.

15
The lower portion 55 of the latch portion forms the
part that is gripped by the user when opening the case.
The pivot pin 40 is located closer to the wall of the
case than the gripping portion 55 so that when the catch
- 20 50 is released, upwards pressure on the gripping portion

55 tends to rotate the latch portion from the closed
position to the open position. This rotation is further
facilitated by the biasing action of the spring 38
moving the body portion into the'opened position whilst

25 the abutment 44 is engaged in the recess 45 under the
lip at the edge of the case. Once the latch is in the
fully open position as shown in Figure 6, the abutment
44 18 clear of the 1lip so that the 1lid can be raised and
the case opened.

30
It will be noted that the body portion forms an
angle of less than 40°, approximately 20°, in the open
position so that the latches point downwardly and
outwardly when released. The lower end of the latches
35 23 can be gripped by the user and provide a convenient

means for opening the case. This is particularly
important with a case such as is shown in the drawings
where the edge of the 1lid shell fits within the edge of



position to the open position. This rotation is further facilitated by the
bi asi ng action of the spring 38 noving the body portion into the opened
position whilst 25 the abutnent 44 is engaged in the recess 45 under the
lip at the edge of the case. Once the latch is in the fully open position
as shown in Figure 6, the abutnment 44 is clear of the |lip so that the lid
can be raised and the case opened. 30 It wl| be noted that the body
portion forms an angle of |ess than 40, approximately 20, in the open

bosi L1 on S0t hatnb aba Sem ALK Gy AlihoOuLYArdly, when rel eased

The lower end of the | atches 35 23 can be gri and provide a
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other propection which can conven {' (
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through the bodgepbedterpded Ref HH iqHdH) dWWdd O fndni& @y portion and
that the -delicsﬁgcggrts of the catch do not transmt these forces. To

cl ose the case enthe lidis lowered, the 10 .lower end of the latch is
pushed i nwardly against the action of the spring 38 so that the abutnent

44 engages in the reoealodd.the &hse!wHen €nd Pigtig i@&&Pe&?dtﬂ shedh
poi nt of ont acroestvend ff S Ur R Hienad, tnnduc againatoe 1 om a
position insi Rt Phthoisnming R8 mosdthati tthedhbartohett 4@ @ndarfid | on
just outside this ghanreseddiats ! had ald icweL! RS My 3 L9l action.
pushed inwardly, the two shells are drawn together. It
_ is to be noted that the point of contact between the
15 abutment 44 and the recess 45 moves from a position
inside the plan joining the pivot pihs 35 and 40 to a
position just outside this plan so that the latch is
closed with a toggle action.

20 Figure 9 of the drawings shows the detail of the
hinge construction.

The hinge is formed by knuckles 60 and 61 moulded

on the edges of the 1lid and base shells 11 and 12

25 respectively. The knuckles are interengaged and 63 and
64 are inserted from opposite ends into aligned holes
65A and 65B passing through the hinge knuckles. The
aligned holes do not pass through all the hinge
knuckles. One of the knuckles 66 has no hole passing

30 through it so as to form an obstruction. The pins
therefore cannot be pushed from the outer ends beyond
the obstruction 66.

A problem with a conventional case having a single
35 hinge pin running the length of the back wall of the
case is that a thief can sometimes gain access to the
case even when locked by pushing the hinge pin out
through the holes in the hinge knuckles. By including



20 Figure 9 of the draw ngs shows the detail of the hinge construction.
The hinge is formed by knuckles 60 and 61 noul ded on the edges of the |lid
and base shells 11 and 12 25 respectively. The knuckl es are interengaged
and 63 and 64 are inserted fromopposite ends into aligned holes 65A and
65B passing through the hinge knuckles. The aligned holes do not pass
through all the hinge knuckles. One of t knuckl es 66 has no hol e passing
30 through it so as to forman obstruction. The pins therefore cannot be
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proj ecting beyar d of the hi'nge knuckles is insufficient to grip to
extract the m:ﬁé :? NS.” The luggage case 10 is provided with two wheel s

10 nounted on stub axles at the corner of the case between the end wall 19

and the back vvaI I 1-5henggaygat&ﬁallo ad %Mvifd&l wiegl Twbl w162 are

coaxi al . ck mal f the case,pear the en nount ed two
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handl e 74. As SW& he %&% %bar %h%uendn%all 18 are mounted two
castors 72 and 73. The castors are mounted for

15 swivelling movement about axes which are vertical when

the case is standing with its back wall lowermost.

On the end wall 18 of the case is mounted a folding

pulling handle 74. As shown in Figure 1, the pulling

20 handle can be folded into a retracted position in which
it is located in a recess 75 in the end wall of the
case. The pulling handle 74 can be pivoted outwardly
into an extended position as indicated diagrammatically
in Figure 10 to form a pulling or steering handle

25 enabling the case to be tilted so as to run on the two
wheels 70 and 71.

At the corner between the front wall 14 and the end
wall 18 is a retractable pulling handle 76. The
30 retractable pulling handle can be extended as shown
diagrammatically in Figure 11 to allow the case to be
pulled along the ground standing on the two wheels 70

and 71 and the two castors 72 and 73. Thus, the case
can be manoeuvred either on two wheels or on four wheels

35 depending on the user’s preference and the
circumstances.

As can be seen in Figure 3, the top wall 14 of the



20 handl e can be folded into a retracted position in which it is |ocated

in arecess 75 in the end wall of the case. The pulling handle 74 can be

pivoted outwardly into an extended position as indicated diagrammtically
in Figure 10 to forma pulling or steering handle 25 enabling the case to

be tilted so as to run on the two wheels 70 and 71. At the corner between
the front wall 14 and the end wall 18 is g retractabl e pulling handl e 76.
The 30 retractable pulling handl e can be &%t &nded as shown
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gr ound standln% 2 and 73.
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outwardly in t e} stors a hese features
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fa t |1'ing handle 76. A strap 90 is
2t ached M “ond T es: Yeaa os1 Becarea-i h an 19

att ached "at oné in an 15 encl osure 92 on the
i nside of the case at the corner between the end wall 18 and the front

wall 14. The strap SOupasses Sl ARlgadddin g of the case

he. out_.si de
and is attaChedo%%truc qg%?o r%%e puRQi%gehandie 76. A strap 90 is

attached at one end to a spool 91 located in an

15 enclosure 92 on the inside of the case at the corner
between the end wall 18 and the front wall 14. The
strap 90 passes through a slot 93 in the wall of the
case and is attached to a handle grip 94 on the outside
of the case. A spring 96 operates between the drum 91

20 and the enclosure 92 so as to urge the drum to rotate in
one direction winding in the strap 90 when not in use.

A recess 97 is formed in the frame 20 on the

outside of the case at the corner between the front wall

25 14 and the end wall 18. The recess is elongate along
the direction of the frame and curves around the corner.
The handle grip 94 is similarly elongate and curved so
as to fit in the recess 97. When the pulling handle is
not in use, the spring 96 causes the strap to be wound

30 in on the spool 91 and the handle grip 94 fits into the
recess 97 so0 as to not to project from the overall
outline of the case.

The handle grip 94 is shorter in length than the
35 recess 97 so0 as to provide a space 98 into which the
user can insert a finger to 1lift the handle grip out of
the recess when he wishes to use the pulling handle.



of the case. A spring 96 operates between the drum91 20 and the enclosure
92 so as to urge the drumto rotate in one direction wnding in the strap
90 when not in use. Arecess 97 is fornmed in the frame 20 on the outside
of the case at the corner between the front wall 25 14 and the end wall
18. The recess is elongate along the direction of the frame and curves
around the corner. The handle grip 94 Lsygimlarly elongate and curved so
as to fit in the recess 97. Wien the pulling handle is not in use, the
spring 96 causes theastiBpudtrdredwdimndidfiren 12n the ppeeinglhandiéhe handl e
rip 94 fits i ec S$SQ..8%1.L0 roh e e, over al
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case and over a pullgy $Podidifgan SPFddbnddte RUMNIRG RaRALG1238gMDl Y IS
more compact and the SARnddn PUAS St hetOtndh LRL R gn 28s Of case.
15 arrangement in which it is passed down the inside of the
end wall of the case and over a pulley to a linear
spring, the pulling handle assembly is more compact and
the same unit can be used for different sizes of case.
The length of strap required is greater the smaller the
20 gsize of the case because the front wall is closer to the
ground when being pulled. With the lineaf arrangement
the space available in a small case may not be
sufficient from a convenient length of pulling strap to
be accommodated. The construction described avoids this
25 difficulty.

The castor and wheel construction now will be
described in greater detail.

30 As can be seen in Figure 4, the base shell 12 is
deeper than the 1lid shell 11 so that the wheel 71 on the
base shell is spaced further from the hinge access 100
than the wheel 70 on the 1id shell and the castor 73 on
the base shell is spaced further from the hinge access

35 than the castor 72 on the 1id shell. A recess 101 is
formed in the outside of the back wall of the base shell
adjacent the wheel 71 between the wheel 71 and the hinge
access 100. Similarly, a recess 102 is formed in the




The length of strap required is greater the smaller the 20 size of the case
because the front wall is closer to the ground when being pulled. Wth the
| i near arrangenent the space available in a snall case may not be
sufficient froma convenient length of pulling strap to be accommopdat ed.
The construction described avoids this 25 difficulty. The castor and wheel
construction now wll be described in gr er detail. 30 As can be seen in
Figure 4, the base shell 12 is deeper than the Iid shell 11 so that the
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the castor 72 respectlygl e Sga.i §f ed. as shown jn '
Figures 13 and 14, Egéﬁﬁcégpgﬁg729aﬁ§3723igscghé¥Fg%?g§QWY%ﬁha§pRﬁfT%ﬁP‘ 110
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wei ght of the cesémrdahege myznasjé@t@awm%%caﬁ%a&d.adopt a particul ar
orientation with the castor wheel bel ow the swi vel axis when the case is

placed with its
The wheel axis 113 of the castor is offset from the

15 swivel axis in the conventional manner so that the
weight of the castor wheel tends to cause the castor to
adopt a particular orientation with the castor wheel
below the swivel axis when the case is placed with its
bottom wall on the ground. As can be seen from the

20 drawings, the swivel portion of the castor is cut away
by a recess 115 on the side which is opposite the castor
wheels. As a consequence, the swivelling portion has a
symmetry about the swivelling axis and the centre of
gravity of the swivelling portion is offset from the

25 swivelling axis in the same direction as the offset of
the castor wheel axis. This offsetting of the centré of
gravity of the swivelling portion enhances the tendency
of the castors to orientate themselves with the castor

wheel axis below the swivel axis when the case is
30 horizontal. '

It is to be noted that the recess 102 woﬁld not be
large enough to accommodate the castor 72 when the case
is open if the swivel portion did not include the recess

35 115. By providing the recess 115 on the castor wheel 73
on the base shell, the swivelling portion provides
clearance for the castor wheel 112 of the castor 72 on
the lid shell when the case is fully opened. The recess



bottomwall on the ground. As can be seen fromthe 20 draw ngs, the sw vel
portion of the castor is cut away by a recess 115 on the side which is
opposite the castor wheels. As a consequence, the swivelling portion has a
symmetry about the swivelling axis and the centre of gravity of the '
swivelling portion is offset fromthe 25 swivelling axis in the sane
direction as the offset of the castor mhg@l_axis. This offsetting of the
centre of gravity of the swivelling portion enhances the tendency of the
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115 extends frdmmbﬂéasedy bledbwi sheppeiredt axhen £be examsple sidpeiere ar ound
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swivel axis, for exanple if there is some sticking in the swvelling

action orygf the casgqiSedols Uhd! 17 W U VRl SSAeRe 100 EkOuges 16

and 17 show the edge constructlon e case. can,  be seen_in Figure
16, the base sKaBe-"| &8 capnbg &eep: ineEdaufet h6anthPRnBRoE| Bhedd 1Hd an
outer lip 121 formeldanmnteclitk?22dbei wdthoanednherweep Lbe andein ewteput er

lips. The.Cha”Hqg 423 a%?%%ﬁﬁﬁégeizPhSegﬁ% f$§m£§388EwEQﬁ thd & %i “he”
the case is clos and gives ase ri and secur
obj ect's and outer lips. The channel 122 accommodates the edge
15 123 of the 1lid shell when the case is closed and gives
the closed case rigidity and security from objects
falling out. The edge construction of the case is
substantially as shown in Figure 16 around the entire
periphery of the case except in the region of the hinge.
20 Figure 17 shows the construction in this region. The
outer 1lip 121 is replaced by the knuckles 60.of the base
shell. Around the entire periphery of the case, the

inner lip 120 is higher than the outer lip 121.

25 In use, 1f the case is exposed to rain, for example
by being mounted on the roof rack of a car water may run
down the outside of the 1id shell and collecﬁ in the
channel 122. By ensuring that the inner 1lip 120 is, at
all points, higher than the outer lip 121, the

30 - construction ensures that water collecting in the

" channel overflows to the outside between it reaches a
level where it can overflow into the interior of the
case. Thus, the case can be constructed without an
elastomeric seal in the channel to prevent ingress of

35 water. -

Figure 18 shows details of the carrying handle
construction. The carrying handle 21 comprises a



falling out. The edge construction of the case is substantially as shown
in Figure 16 around the entire periphery of the case except in the region
of the hinge. 20 Figure 17 shows the construction in this region. The

outer lip 121 is replaced by the knuckles 60 of the base shell. Around the
entire periphery of the case, the inner [ip 120 is higher than the outer
lip 121. 25 In use, if the case is exposed to rain, for exanpl e by being
mounted on the roof rack of a car water n&§ run down the outside of the

lid shell and collegct in the channel ;122. By ensuring_that the inner lip
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carrying kandl Thecnosldedt handléhéscaecyirag bandhe 2tamenpor€€6nazd8of
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direction of t han als to allow no
pi voti ng novenghreabber af ﬁkpshandle The handle is fixed to the

case so as to allow no pivoting movement about an axis

15 parallel to the longitudinal direction of the handle.
However, by using thermoplastic rubber or similar
material for the handle which allows limited torsional
twisting movement, the handle can accommodate swaying
movement of the case as the case is carried without the

20 gripping portion turning in the hand of the user. The

. consfructlon of the handle therefore makes the case more
comfortable to carry than it would be if the handle was
made of rigid inflexible material.

25 As stated previously, the central latch 25 is
located underneath the handle between the gripping
portion and the wall of the case. As the handle is
fixed and does not pivot about a longitudinal axis at
the points where it is fixed to the case, the access to

30 the central latch is restricted. The central latch is
constructed to facilitate operation in this restricted

environment. Figures 19 and 20 show the central latch
construction in detail.

35 _ The central latch comprises a base portion 160
which is secured in a recess 161 in the outside of the
base shell of the case on the front wall below the

handle. A claw portion 162 is pivotally connected to



15 parallel to the longitudinal direction of the handle. However, by using
thernopl astic rubber or simlar material for the handl e which allows
limted torsional tw sting novenent, the handle can acconmodate swaying
novenent of the case as the case is carried without the 20 gripping portion
turning in the hand of the user. The construction of the handle therefore
makes the case nore confortable to carry than it would be if the handle
was made of rigid inflexible material.185-As stated previously, the
central latch 25 is |ocated underneath the handl e between the gri pping
portion and tthe \mde by pieascase. wAichhg€ibandke elonbiaxedsasdsdpes not
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the open position of the latch. When the latch is

15 opened, the pin 163 is at the upper end of the slot 164
nearest the edge of the case. The pin 166 is in the
portion of the slot 169. Thus, the hook portion 170 of
the claw is tilted away from the edge of the case. As
the claw portion is moved downwardly, the pin 166 moves

20 into the main portion of the slot 168 causing the claw
portion to pivot about the pins 163 and the hook éortion
170 to move towards the wall of the 1lid shell and engage
in a recess 171. Further movement of the claw portion
downwardly causes the pin 166 to move down the slot 168

25 and the pin 163 to move the slot 164 so that
translational movement of the claw portion towards the
base shell is achieved without substantial rotation of
the claw portion about the pivot pin 163. The 1id shell

is thus drawn towards the base shell as the case is
30 ° closed. ‘ '

The movement of the claw portion described above is
effected by a means of an operating lever 180 which is
pivoted to the base portion by a pivot pin 181 which

35 passes through lugs 182 on the operating lever and
through the side flanges 165 of the base portion. The
pivot pin is parallel to the pins 163 and 166. The
lever 180 includes a gripping portion 183 which is



gui de the claw portion between the closed position and the open position
of the latch. Wen the latch is 15 opened, the pin 163 is at the upper end
of the slot 164 nearest the edge of the case. The pin 166 is in the
portion of the slot 169. Thus, the hook portion 170 of the clawis tilted
away fromthe edge of the case. As the claw portion is noved downwardly,
the pin 166 noves 20 into the main portlon of the slot 168 causing the cl aw
portion to pivot about the pins 163 and” t#® hook portion 170 to nove

towards the wall I|d shel | _and en a recess 171. Further
movement of thé&°¢ aw%ggFfloﬁn 8oﬁﬂgh?ﬁFy9€gu§%sn? chv gt ion b2 down
the slot 168 25 and the pin 163 to nove the slot 164 so that translational
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To close the latch, the user presses ? por?l towards the
10 wal | of theeeﬁggegﬁﬂttﬁétpe$€F EPWOFErﬁga?ﬂS%S h@Oa%Y4@m in an arc

towards the base and run down the cam surfaces. The cam

15 surfaces are shaped so that the ends closest to the base
portion are closer to the edge of the case than the
portions which are furthest from the case wall. 1In
congsequence, as the rollers run down the cam surfaces
187, the claw portion is drawn downwardly causing it to

20 execute first a rotational movement around the pivot
pins 163 and then a translational movement drawing the
two shells together. A catch 190 is provided in the
lower end of the gripping portion of the lever 180 which
functions in a similar manner to the catch 50 of the

25 latches 23 and 24 to hold the lever in the closed
position. To release the latch and open the case, the
catch 190 is first released and the lever 180 is pulled
outwardly, assisted by the spring 189 to allow the claw
portion to move upwardly releasing the tightening

30 pressure on the two shells and then to rotate outwardly
lifting the hook portion 170 outer of the recess 171.

It will be appreciated that the latch construction
allows fastening and unfastening of the latch in the
35 confined region of the handle 21.

Figure 5 shows a panel 200 which divides the space
within the 1id shell 11 from the space within the base



of the spring 189 towards the base portion. The novenent of the |evers
causes the rollers 184 in engagenent with the camsurfaces 187 to swing in
an arc towards the base and run down the cam surfaces. The cam 15 surfaces
are shaped so that the ends closest to the base portion are closer to the -
edge of the case than the portions which are furthest fromthe case wall.
In consequence, as the rollers run down the camsurfaces 187, the claw
portion is drawn downwardly causing it to“Z0 execute first a rotational

3 Sapd yih
3?2&”'33%ﬁ2°“?3%“€‘ﬁ%ﬂ%°{;§ panst 2 SR Fn0el A0Cu PR AUk PRUSTERS,,,

end of the gri pf? nPHoris £ the Ibé'\?é'*rwféé R Ehe FaAeti oAt Path sinilar
manner to the ocsidd &O tHe tfmwontS ddajec loEs thd gade242'oo hel d 166pl gygr in the

cl osed positi r t op t he atch 190 S
first rel easedof;bﬂ;% ﬂe?}qatl%gé %&Hqﬁ'ﬂ% E- gfﬁgiagslgfeﬂg B§
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ti ghtening 30 pestsivms @04t tesehsle@dd.s and then to rotate outwardly
lifting the hook portion 170 outer of the recess 171. It wll be

appreci ated that the latch construction allows fastening and unfastening of
the latch in the 35°BoRRentReide)ioh e tHe tahedle neRr Rihgucorhegiiows a
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within t as e [ inged at its back edge

to the |n5| de 57}%%?111 'goo&er QHGI wr]TEi“l{) dec488Ppe ogmh ends of the front edge
of the panel 200 is a loop 202 forned by a plastlc nmoul di ng. The noul di ng

ncludes a 5 bar porbagn @by CARRPE #ék [ Bl RAIAILAY J240 WHLGRD 1 POT LI ONS
206 at each end ? (;eto iigif It)_‘ci d shell near t he e corners bet ween
the front wall THe en &€ &I s 85¥6vs ook or
bracket portion 222 is supported from the base portion.
15 The bar 205 of the loop portion can be hooked over the
hook portion 202 to secure the front edge of the panel

200 to the 1lid shell.

A resilient detent 223 extends into the entrance of
20 the bight 224 of the hook portion to prevent the bar
accidentally coming off the hook. The detent comprises
a tongue carried by a resilient bracket 225. The tongue
forms a constriction in the mouth to the bight. The
resilience of the bracket 225.causes the tongue to
25 engage the back of the bracket 222. A gripping portion
226 is formed on the bracket 225. To widen the
constriction in the entrance to the bight and allow the
loop to be removed from the hook 222, the user presses
on the gripping portion 226 to displace the tongue away
30 from the hook portion 222 against the resilient action
of the bracket 225.. The base portion of the clip is
formed with projecting portions or cheeks 228 on either
side of the bracket 225 which projects as far as the
gripping portion 226 to prevent the contents of the case
35 being able to depress the gripping portion and thus
accidentally allow the loop to come off the hook.

The clip 220 may be formed as a single moulding or



10 which cooperate with the | oops 202. Each clip conprises a base portion
220 which is secured to the |id shell by screws 221. A hook or bracket
portion 222 is supported fromthe base portion. 15 The bar 205 of the | oop
portion can be hooked over the hook portion 202 to secure the front edge
of the panel 200 to the Iid shell. A resilient detent 223 extends into the
entrance of 20 the bight 224 of the hogkzgo[tion to prevent the bar
accidentally comng off the hook. The deté&fit conprises a tongue carried by
a resilient brggkgt +@385%p1 f Ljictiop,in the, nmouth to

t he bi ght. Theagrgsfl?eﬁégggfh?ﬁgugﬁgcaggi%gggggéggg %heg%gﬁﬁﬁef?b 25
engage the back of the bracket 222. A gripping portion 226 is fornmed on
the bracket 225. To Mhiederortdtarucdnat £ HHH datdHeneiHandRGE de@ckigeli ght

and allow the ,1,808 Lf egpyed fr he hook 222, the user. press on
the gripping portion Zgggfg g?épggégggké 8n8§§a§§59 58 F#Snif%eshﬁﬁ
portion 222 ag8Fnielepaefe¥pingneingipohandpd; ppeprtiéRat 225. The base
portion of the clipis forned with projecting portions or cheeks 228 on

either side of the t e r oj egt far _as the ripping
portion 226 to pr evelﬁ{ %g' ﬁ%@ﬂec&%%de%éfie% g‘é’igﬁ(j‘ggblcé‘sgo depr ess
the grippi ng p8rEFsAPEAdabrYs hascivashruel poxelofeahurkaophichcoay oéf t he
hook. The clipu228 kByebRerOagEdnathe emBBUEmERY! di-Ngefhrd€e1fS 2 tWO-piece

moul ding as illustrated in Figure 23. The construction of the catch
mechani sm descri bed above enables the panel to be attached to the lid
shell 5 or released using single handed operation. It will be appreciated

that the |uggage case described above has various novel features which nmay
be used together as in the enbodi nent or separately. - 23 -



CLAIM5S : 1. A luggage case conprising a base shell and a lid shell, the two
shells being hinged together along a back wall of the case, and a panel
within the case for dividing 5 the space within the lid shell fromthe
space within the base shell, the panel being attached at its back edge to
the interior of the back wall and having neans for detachably securing its
front edge to the lid of the case, the said neans conprising |oop attached
to a pad and a hook attached to the inside of the lid shell, a resilient
detent being positioned to prevent the,]oop for accidentally di sengagi ng
fromthe 10 hook. 2. A luggage case atcording to Claim1, in which the

| oop i s f&m by a bar attached to the panel- by straps at each end. 15 3.
A |l uggage~tase according to Caim2, in which the bar and straps are forned
integrally. 4. A luggage case according to Clainms 1, 2 or 3, in which the
detent conprises a resilient tongue which projects into the entrance to
the bight forfed bft WAEAZESaE compridmgaasbase shell ardha digrsbelt.i the itwo shells bainguggage
case accor di ngj i j [ ' [ Y .

oper abl e portiggltr%e? (E)grg ag?s%?légc??lagmt‘ﬂa@ %f@%g%gé’gggfﬁgﬁélt @ﬁlr[g%?%?gﬁjt&dginlgon SO
as to wixen theespaemwithincthe did sheldl froi e sphee wiship the bime shell eths @dnel Being SHEET

HAS BEEN REPEI(%h%Pd at its back edge to the interior of the back wall and having means for
detachably securing its front edge to the lid of the case, the said means comprising
loop attached to a pad and a hook attached to the inside of the lid shell, a resilient

detent being positioned to prevent the loop for accidentally disengaging from the
10 hook.

2. A luggage case according to Claim 1, in which the loop is formed by a bar

attached to the panel by straps at each end.

15 3. A luggage case according to Claim 2, in which the bar and straps are formed
integrally.
4. A luggage case according to Claims 1, 2 or 3, in which the detent comprises

a resilient tongue which projects into the entrance to the bight formed by the hook so

20 as to form a constriction.

5. A luggage case according to Claim 4, in which the detent includes a manually
_ operable portion for displacing the tongue against the resilient action so as to widen

the constriction and allow the loop to be released.

THIS SHEET HAS BEEN
REPLACED




