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PCT/ GB95/ 00642 CAN OPENER The
invention relates to a can opener of the type which operates to separate an
end wall or Iid of the can by cutting fromthe outside into the
upstanding rimforned at t he end gf the can and conpri sing overl apped
portions of the perineter of the“eAd ~ wall and the side wall of the can.
A can opener of this type is disclosed in European patent publication

EP- A- 169224, That opener conprises two pivotally arranged body portions,
one carlyi ng ABSIIRACGY OF e DIsmdos®Eot her a tracti on wheel, and the rim
of the can to be opened is in use of the opener received between the
wheel s. The axes of (e Wesweratuge charsicheriisitigspafapheinkA probl em can
arise wth that opener_in that even when the opener has_cut around the
entire periphi&ly rfcanddng Resd argndgtieqtese andf ithgl repylt Pdnpve the
severed end 1. It is propased_.in that disclosure to prqvide neans

separ at e fro\r%%ctﬁé:t&?tnt & Widerized doradstendingy&hgdiBKdIAECPATESr thi s
pur pose .t he opener, .in one enhodi.nent, includes an tra rel ease hook,
and in anot hér*a Cenh &diste it ,stétllév‘-&Faavh' CRCEPSHEP ?nt% ®side wal | of the
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he end wal | ' b iy d d, h .
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separate an qhatald stad,aneAn ey B! hBY1hEaUHIg out si de into the

upstanding rimforne at the en the can, the rimconprising

over | apped peritdsiende e bRl iHERbea it hadas.endiwal knand ke side wall of
the can, the can opener conprising two body portions arranged for

rel ative pi vaededtdertdiR! abpoHnadld tgXiis, iARediechh®geGathyitngiag rotary -

WD 96/ 29276 PCT/ GB95/ 00642

2 cutting weeslurampdiidre tof ke pahbuetioar bfi Agkainhothey ihkathn&n wheel ,
the axes of the wheels being substantially parallel to each other (and to
the main axis of the can body when in position for cutting) in one
vertical plane, the opener being arranged, in use, to receive the rim of
the can between the two wheels and to orbit the can as the traction wheel
is rotated while the cutting wheel nmakes a peripheral cut into the outside
of the rim the traction wheel "being shaped” to distort the rimwhile it is
cut by E5the cutting wheel to | oosen the overl appi ng engagenent between the
end wal¥® and the side wall of the can. Preferably, to distort the rim
the traction wheel includes a porion having a-surface adapted to engage,
in use, the inner side wall of the rim the said surface being inclined at
an angle greater than the angle of the inclination of the rimw th respect
to the vertical axis of the can. W have now found that further

i nprovenent in the separation of the overlapping engagenent of the end
wall and the side wall of the can can be achieved by a nodification of the
shape of the cutter wheel of the can opener disclosed in WO 92/02445.
Accordingly the present invention provides a can opener adapted to separate
an en®0all froma can body by cutting fromthe outside into the
upstanding rimformed at the end of the can, the rimconprising overl apped
portions of the perineter of the end wall and the side wall of the can,
the can opener conprising two body portions arranged for relative pivotal
movenent about an axis, one portion carrying a rotary cutting wheel and
the other portion carrying a rotary traction wheel, the axes of the wheels
~being substantially parall elte6-each-other (and to the main axis of the can

body when in position for cutti Q&Eéghﬁ eF;lélgardtical pl ane, the opener being
arranged, in use, to receiv ﬂﬁ “frmr can between the two wheels and -

to orbijc the can.as  the tract otated while .the cutting wheel.
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3A Preferably, to distort the rim the traction wheel includes a portion
having a surface adapted to engage, in use, the inner side wall of the
rim the said surface being
3A Preferably, to distort the rim the traction wheel includes a portion |,
having a surface adapted to engage, in use, the inner side wall of the ™
rim the said surface being o WO 96/ 29276
PCT/ GB95/ 00642 _ - . _ 4 inclined at an
angl e greater than the angle of the inclination of  the rimwth respect to
the vertical axis of the can.. - Preferably, rotation of the traction wheel
causes passive rotation of the cutter wheel. By nmeans of the shaping of
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