
Tampon applicator (10) for feminine hygiene, comprising a cylindrical
applicator barrel (14) of paper-like material, having a front end
comprising segments (18) which are bent forwards and inward with respect to
the longitudinal center axis of the applicator banel (14), forming a dome
(20) whereby a weakening of the segments is provided for reducing their
resistance to a spreading movement of the segments during the pushing out
of a tampon from the applicator barrel. The bases (28) of the segments (18)
are formed by the front, solid-cylindrical end of the applicator barrel
(14) and the weakening of the segments (18) is provided an the inner
surface (22) and at an axial distance from  the base (28) of the segments
(18). The tampon applicator reduces the ejecting pressure by means of the
predetermined breaking lines at the inner surface of each segment whilst
the smooth outside of the segments reduces Irritations when in use.
Additionally, the invention relates to a process and an apparatus for
manufacturing said tampon applicator.    


