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ABSTRACT METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR EFFI Cl ENT NETWORK
SCANNI NG A net hod and apparatus for efficient network
scanni ng that sel ects candi date frequencies based
upon the frequency bands that were noted as being
active during a previous network scan. A nobil e device
(10) perfornms a full network scan on power up or on
ABgTRraeycl e and determi nes the avail able active
bands. This information is stored as active band
information (60) on the device (10). Wen the device
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the stored active band information (60) and attenpts

to locate a suitable network on the candi date band.
An@athatd and apparatus for efficient network scanning that selects candidate frequencies

based upon the frequency bands that were noted as being active during a previous network
scan. A mobile device (10) performs a full network scan on power up or on radio cycle and
determines the available active bands. This information is stored as active band
information (60) on the device (10). When the device (10) loses coverage on a selected
one of the bands, then it identifies a candidate frequency based upon the stored active
band information (60) and attempts to locate a suitable network on the candidate band.
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