Quaternary salts having a double helix structure are prepared by the
reaction of dihydroxyaromatic conpound, preferably a bisphenol, with an

al kali metal hydroxide and a quatenmary salt, such as a tetraal kyl ammoni um
or hexaal kyl guani di ni um chl ori'de. The quatenmary salts and their alkaline
hydrol ysis products are useful as catalysts in various reactions, including
i mde formation from bi sphenol salts and halo- or nitro-substituted

pht hal i m des and redi stribution and equiH8brati on of pol ycarbonates.
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Abstract

Quaternary salts having a double helix structure are
prepared by the reaction of dihydroxyaromatic compound, preferably
a bisphenol, with an alkali metal hydroxide and a quaternary sait,
such as a tetraalkylammonium or hexaalkylguanidinium chloride.

5 The quatemary salts and their alkaline hydrolysis products are useful
as catalysts in various reactions, including imide formation from
bisphenol salts and halo- or nitro-substituted phthalimides and
redistribution and equilibration of polycarbonates.



