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ABSTRACT The present invention provides a process for
purifying phenols by separating the aliphatic carbonyl
conmpounds and/or the aronmatic carbonyl conmpounds from
an acid deconposition product of alkylaryl
hydr oper oxi de or crude phenol obtained froman acid
deconposition product of cunmene hydroperoxide w thout
speaystp@rt he | oss of phenol and a- nethyl styrene which
are the useful conponents. %Ee process for purifying
phenol s according to the invention conprises bringing
an aci d deconposition product of alkylaryl
hydr oper oxi de i nto cont aBBSTRAMPTa G oup VB or G oup
VIIB netal oxide, to convert the aliphatic carbonyl
conmpounds and/or the aromatic carbonyl conpounds in

t he, aci d deconposition product of alkylaryl
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methylstyrene which are the useful components.

The process for purifying phenols according to the
invention comprises bringing an acid decomposition product
of alkylaryl hydroperoxide into contact with a Group VB or
Group VIIB metal oxide, to convert the aliphatic carbonyl
compounds and/or the aromatic carbonyl compounds in the acid
decomposition product of alkylaryl hydroperoxide to high-
boiling compounds, and then separating these compounds and
phenols by distillation.

Further, the process for purifying phenols according to
the invention comprises bringing crude phenol obtained from
an acid decomposition product of cumene hydroperoxide into
contact with a Group VB or Group VIIB metal oxide, to
convert the aliphatic carbonyl compounds in crude phenol to
high-boiling compounds, and then separating these compounds

and phenol by distillation.




