22 June 2005 COVMUNI CATI ON APPARATUS, COVMUNI CATI ON SYSTEM COVMUNI CATI ON
METHOD AND RECORDI NG MEDI UM BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ONp T hgnhdPsgsent
invention relates to a rental system and, in particular, the present
invention is-suitably applicable to a rental systemfor renting a storage
medium In recent years, there has been started a nusic- distributing
‘service for distributing pieces of nusic to personal conputers, nobile

t el ephones and portable termnals by way of the Internet. If there is a
~conmuni cati on environnment capabl e of downl oadi ng nusical data, this

i c-distributi . o - t th V_tr
purchase misi AR BEb ek Rzl ol ANIEATRER B sFlaru Do piaces and

- time. According| j ttentiaon in these days. On the
- ot her hand, the%ﬁui‘%"iug}%}%t PR%T%%W%@?‘?WA HEP " hurber  of probl ens
~which remain to be solved. An exanple of the unsolved problens is a need
~.for a systemthat requires conplex operations for preventing a nmnusical

.';'Source fron1beiqg?c%$ied illegall , and adopts a copyright-protecting
technol GRFXGHING P& TRy INERTEPE 1. 22 June 2005

The present invention relates to a rental system
‘and, in particular, the present-invention is suitably
‘ gpplicable to a rental sYstem for renting a stdrage
medium.

In recent years, there has been started a music-
“distributing-service for distributing pieces of music to
'pérsonal cqmpﬁte:s. hobile télephones and portable
’terminals by way of the Interﬁet. -If'there ié a
_cOﬁﬁﬁnication environment capable of downloading m@sical
daté, this music—diétributing.service offers ﬁuch
'convénience of'allowiné the uéer to purchase musical data

‘Jand do other_activities withoﬁt :egard to'places and time.-
'JAc?brﬁiﬁgly,.fhesefﬁiqe draws muéh attention.ip ﬁhése'
d_a'jr-'s o
| VOn thé otﬁer hand, ﬁhe music—&istributing service
.étill has a number-df Problemswhicﬁ‘reméin_to“be_splved.
.An1gxample'0f the unsoiyed p;oblems is a‘need fgr‘é
;s§é§em that.rééuireslcémplék opergtidns fﬁr,préventing a
-musical sqﬁfce from.being céﬁied il1egaiiy, and adqﬁts a;
;f eopyrigﬂt-prqtecting £echnoi6gy, That-is to say{a music




di stributor -always requires a systemconformng to an SDM (Secure Digital
Misic Initiative) which is an association for protecting,copyhhgts of _
digital-music authors. By the same token, the user serving as a recipient
of distributed pieces of .nusic nust also purchase a playback apparatus
conformng to the SDM. In addition, there is also raised a problemof a
| ow qual ity of distributed nusic in conparison with a CD (Conpact Disk).
This problemis caused by the fact that, prior to distribution of nusical
‘data to the users, the nusical data isS conpressed by adoption of a o
- conpression- technol ogy such as an MP3 (a trademark; MPEG 1 audio |ayer 3)
t echni qu@WtQWWPA&“%WWW%aWQWeCOWWW moA&Bust i ¢ Codi ng
' 3) technique in order to make the transmission tine shorter. it is not
i npossi bl $PND pFevicke idithhdiwgic fori ticomumi odtialy iGDEDA (CD-Digit al
Audi 0) in order to inprove the quality of nmusic. If factors such as the
st or age Cagpaed 1yt 0dn affo HRD: o Har iy sdod¥rrvdr)s orf tdigyi radcedwding side, . t he
comuni cation speed and the comunication cost are totally taken into '
consi der afi flibrs howevehe SueR ackeahnehegysierevietrahhy astails an in
efficient system By the way, there is widely knowm a systemrenting 2 22
June Zooiecipient'of distributed pieces of music must also
purchase a playback apparatus conforming to the SDMI.
In addition, there is also raised a problem of a
low'quality of distributed music in comparison with a CD
(Compact Disk). This problem is caused by the fact that,
- prior to distribution of musical data to the users, the
musical data is compressed by adoption of a compression
techndlogy such as an MP3 (a trademark; MPEG-1 audio
layer 3) technique or an ATTRAC3 (a trademark; Adaptive
Transﬁorm Acoustic Coding 3) technique in order to make
the transmiSsion time shorter.
It is not impossible to'provide a technology for
communicatiﬁé CD-DA (CD-Digital Audio)-in,order to
"~ improve the quality of music.. If factors such asg the
storage capacity'of an HDD (Hard-Disk:Driver) on the
receiving side, the communication speed and the
' communication cost are totally taken intq,consideration,
‘however, such a technology inevitably entails-an .in

‘efficient.SYStém.

By the way, there is Widely known a system renting
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storage nedia such as CDs. In such a system the user visits a store of a

rental conpany. The problens described above are not rahéggn t he user
is capable of borrowing a content  with a desired title. “Tn such a rental
‘'system however, the following problens arise between the user and the
rental conpany. There are many cases in which no such store is |ocated at
a place close to the home of the user. Thus, the user nust take the
trouble to visit such a store in order to borrow a content with a desired
title, and in sone cases only to find out. that the user has to wait for
several days for the, content vvlvél? thg titlg_lcto becone ,available for rent.

Tt 4

I n additidnCTiRerteaSe Ty 3% D SHECA SYE T4 15061 €55F a store
_ visited by the user. Furthernore, the user nust agai n visit the store in
- order to'}RtEF P S HRFE Rl sTH Yk TRERIM - ASTE PESALEMSthe process to
~return a borrowed storage nmediumis troublesome as well as tiresone. On
_ the ot herd¢ppgibeheh®ir AredparfRr Rl hepadie T okk $aRAP I ways keeps
up with needs of custoners, entailing an advance investment. To get a
return ofof imvesewer a tdven reeht af i Gorpadss Btrol| W ot - keep unpopul ar  titles
~or titles on a sales canpaign produced by a small group of independent
producers. 3 22 Ijupec20@5rental system, however, the following '
problems arise between the user and the rental company.
There are many cases in which no such store is
located at a place close to the home of the user. Thus,
the user must take the trouble to visit such a store in
order to borrow a content with a desired title, and in
some cases only to find out. that the user has to wait for
several days for the content with the title to become
available for rent. 1In addition,'there are. only'few title
. selections available in a store visited by the user.
Furthermore, the user must again visit the store in order:
to return a bofrowed storage medium. As a result, the
" process to return a. borrowed storage mediuﬁ ié
" troublesome as well as tiresome.
On the other hand, the rental compaﬁy'must prepare
a stock that always keeps up with needs of customers,
_entailing'an advance investmeht. ,To?get'a.returnrof
investment, the rental company should not keep uﬁpopﬂlar
Vpitles or titleé_on.a sales campaign_pfoduced by a small

groﬁp éf.indépéndent_produders;




SUMVARY OF THE INVENTION It is thus an object of the present invention to
provide a content rental systemthat allows the user to rent _a content
with a desired title selected froma rich stock at any ti me2adeng 8003 et urn
the content without followi ng a troubl esone procedure. It is another object
of the present invention to provide a content rental systemthat does not

require a rental corrﬁa%to Brepare a stock. According to a first aspect
of the pre&8MARY WehtFolVEHEPR is provided a conmunication system

conprising a first comunication apparatus and a second comuni cati on
appar atus, whéFetd BRR® 3% stPIEG ki EBEi BRESPMar VS TASR : TF eRf AT 295 duest -
i nformati on-generating neans for generating rental -request information,

and transAPttHy TPBEAS FOTTET dheh tHING (e FaREal? T¥uéstoPAFRY ntttifon

generated by the rental -request-information- generating neans, and the
second cofmififtatd oﬁlté][fpa?%tet%eﬂag?fomr EcdiNiPng TEEn€ H oY ddFvidly e
rental -request information .transnitted.by the tu%insn‘itti ng qeans, and

r ecor di ng* eSS H'6r COTeTr a’ilﬁéo‘étr SF19at e YU andht S4°6f9%Fea rent ed
storage nmedium _for stori rll:tgr?gja a vance to a delivery destinatjon and a

ta i |
eturn date oftr ot urHTHEL e TFeht B4 ChorBGes ted GIRTHOM L he BRIy

destination jn accordance with the rental -request informatjon received by

the rocel PR Modid A eGP Hihgtt e A BB iny GERRE=of ERBCHE LR it | o

there is pr ovi ded a comuni cati on systemconprising a first conmunication
prepare a_ stocgk. . .

apparat us TIPS 8e&6RT" communi cati on appar at us,

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a communication system comprising a first
communication apparatus and a second communication apparatus,
wherein the first communication apparatus has: rental-request-
information-generating means for generating = rental-reguest
infermation, and transmitting means for transmitting the rental-
request information generated by the rental-request-information-
generating means, and the second communication apparatus has:
receiving means for receiving the rental-request infermation
transmitted by the transmitting means, and recording means for
recording a rental date of transmission of a rented storage medium
for storing data in advance to a delivery destination and a return
date of returning the rented sﬁorage medium from the delivery
destination 1in accordance with the rental—réquest information
received by the receiving means.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there
s provided a communication system comprising a first

communication apparatus and a second communication apparatus,

wherein: the first communication apparatus has: rental-request-




~Wwherein: the first comruni cati on apparatus has: rental -request- 4 22 June
2005 infornmation-generating neans for generating rental -request
information including a nmusical-data ID and a storage-nediun??ﬂﬂ?ﬁ2005
respectively nusical data and a storage nedi umwhich are desired by the
user, and transmtting neans for transmtting the rental - request
information_generated by the rental -request-information- generati ng nmeans,
and the setbNddRRTAPESEd O 9appBiaittus R5: FLREEIRG rn§%¥§aF6Fe?é%§£ vi ng
the rental-request information transmtted_by the transmtting neans
search meaht® tl§8a?€?ﬁ¢a}ngf8rm éFaB%t%Pi%ﬂgn?iFF%%Fqﬁ]mFﬂégﬂléﬁ(ﬂﬁ -dat a
ID included in the. rental-request information receive ,bx the receivjng
means, wr eIV B‘PSW?M‘%&% REnfsSEaF 2 Hat’y ¢HeahT BF° bYST HES ear ch
means and_the nusical-data IDinto a storage nediumidentified b t.he

St or age- i AT | B° anPedgPAPRY: ESndPar ~FBEOF BTG A CBRt AFC HARE ot

transm ssion of a rented,storage iymtq a deliver dest.ination and a
Ferurn daf ST GG The O POTig Js 0t ol HOUIURTFRUA T HETEIT DRy
dest] nal | oheARCondina o 2,40 L0, aspest ol pRgePLaSEnl Lavenian there
is provid ac nircati’on app tus ristngr Teceivifg reans or
recei vi ng renIaI-re%uesé Lpfornation tragﬁnitteanX an qgter@gk appar at us,

search negﬁga‘ﬁfgsea?%%lngqﬁorr%%%‘@ﬁ?_da E ?ﬁéntlf?gﬁﬁ%y a''content - dat a
he_receiving
%§ ing

| D i ncl ude aﬂéﬁﬂ%@%drﬁnt@%ér§¥¥%%§ﬁ tié%;ﬂéa L1 on 5§&§'ﬁ53$sb¥PE
| g the n dror e 'search
means andelN& ..ical data identified by the musical-data ID included in the

neans, wite neans fo Wi tin C ent ‘data Searché

rental-reguest information received by the receiving means, write
means for writing the musical data searched for by the search

means and the musical-data ID into a steorage medium identified by

the storage-medium ID, and recording means for recording a rental

date of transmission of a rented storage medium to a delivery
destination and a return date of returning the rented storage
medium from the delivery destinaticn.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a communication apparatus comprising: receiving means
for receiving rental-request information transmitted by an
external apparatus, search means for searching for content data
identified by a content-data ID included in the rental-request

- information received by the receiving means, write means for
writing the content data searched for by the search means and the
content-data ID into a storage medium identified by a storage-
medium ID included in the rental-request information, and
recerding means for recording a rental date of transmission of a

rented storage medium to a delivery destination and a return date



content-data IDinto a storage nediumidentified by a storage- mediumID
included in the rental -request information, and recording neans for
recording a rental date of transnission of a rented storage2Aedi®d??%o a
delivery destination and a return date 5 22 June 2005 of returning the
rented storage nmediumfromthe delivery destination. According to a fourth
aspect of the present invention, there 1is provided a conmunication

appar at us®EonpPFEIHGY nphe nmEEHES orStAEEt t PAGLW c OBt L85t aff B Y a
storage-ngdiun1lD of respectively content data and a storage nmedi um which
are desir& WA RB user, and for inputting an address of a delivery
destination serving as a recipient of the stqorage nedium rental-
request-infornﬁf??#hﬁﬂgnéPa?iﬁ THaASPEEE ghnEratrRgerentaIeégqhestere

i nformation inclggjn the content-data ID, the storage-nediumID and the
addr ess, whiBh° G ??buﬁonwnfﬁae“i%‘plﬂppﬁﬁﬁ?ig? St 15 4A s APPET N HFANL T or
transmtting the rental -request inforpmatio enerated by the
rental-rehﬂ%gggﬁﬁfofhat?%ﬁgﬁ%ﬁg?EﬁinﬁDneﬁﬂg. %cc&FBFﬁ%eT%%%P#Wftq? asfect of
the present_invention, there is provided a co ni catian. met hod co i sing
Lhe ot eper bTHe kb ar PR ToEhE - PROBoT 1366 RERF BN, HAROREE: PRE Rl o
generated_rental -request_informati.on;, . receivin aid transmtted.
rental-rg%%eg?mﬁnfggﬁati%%? é% FBROF Y §ﬂre%?§fe%%té%gfatr%%@ﬁ???ion of

a rented §é§¥i &ggdgéggfﬁg‘é%t%rkggiéggn IJ} %%gagggééé% %e ?Lﬁye£ghtal~

destinati On an
request-information-generating means for generating rental-request
information including the content-data ID, the storage-medium ID
and the address, which are input by the input means, and
transmitting means for transmitting the rental-request information
generated by the rental-request-information-generating means.
According te a fifth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a communication method comprising the steps of:
generating rental-request information;
transmitting said generated rental-request infermation;
receiving said transmitted rental-request information; and
recording a rental date of transmission of a rented storage
‘medium for stoering data in advance to a delivery destination and a
return date o¢f returning said rented storage medium from said
delivery destination in accordance with said received rental-
request information.

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, there

is provided a communication method comprising the steps of:




return date of returning said rented storage nmediumfromsaid delivery

destination in accordance with said received rental - request _information.

According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, there 2?§“B?89@%ed a

comuni cati on nethod conprising the steps of: 6 22 June 2005 generating

rental -request information including a nusical data ID and a storage-nedi um

| D of respectiveL¥ mysi cal daia and a storage_nedLun1mhjch are desired by

the user; tranfHTHMGosdicdtgentt®ted rehCarFiotiestCt o mat i BRsical-

receiving,said transmtted rental -request information; searching for

o cal AT o (e ARRT T et DR oBaP oG R Lt AT T RLr et A S0 PRLE ved

rental -request infqormatian, witing s ig searched nusical data and said

nusi cal - dAtA 4B mleﬁf’%m 35 858 ‘#E%lrl?% Heﬁi‘? f1°6d’ by sai d storage-nediumID

included in sajd rec§%ved reqial-rquqit infggnation;.agd recording a

rental date of “tTansm $87 off 'St ISAPE ST OrEge e nbeitiit 3"hR“ P8 to a

del i very destigggg%qnang ﬁjr%%%ga.ggég oft Eg%urniqgi% id rented storage

medi um-from saf d deli ver estinatron.” A ord?ﬂﬁﬁio a gg%@ﬁ%ﬁ“aspect of

the present 'nggggéﬂgﬂg foge%%sﬁ %#%F%B%%?%%%sn%ﬁ%qggﬁgé%g?ISIng
a

r—c-\<nj

the steps of: "receiving renta _ e y

. g tr
external APAYALUS) AP 0ol Bed PULENL- AR IR LIS]RY @ content-data

hCREE
B Ao
da
writing said searched musical data and said musical-data ID
into a storage medium identified by said storage-medium 1ID
included in said received rental-request information; and
recording a rental date of transmission of said storage
medium to be rented to a delivery destination and a return date of
returning said rented storage medium from said delivery
destination,
According to a seventh aspect of the present invention, .
there 1s provided a communication method comprising the steps of:
recelving rental-request information transmitted by an
external apparatus;
searching for content data identified by a content-data ID
included in said received rental-request information;
writing said searched content data and said content-data ID
.into a storage medium identified by a storage-medium ID included
in said received rental-reguest information; and
recording a rental date of transmission of a rented storage
medium to a delivery destination and a return date of returning

said rented storage medium from said delivery destination.




included in said received rental -request information; witing said searched
content data and said content-data ID into a storage nedium_identified by
a storage-nediumID included in said received rental -request2 iHPBRHRR i on:

and recording a rental date of transmi ssion of a rented storage nediumto
a delivery destination and a return date of returning said rented storage

medi um from saj d LﬁJell ver%/ destination. 7 22 June 2005 According to an

ei ght h aspect n9r 62nfli RIGHEForfSHEREr 5 s ERF 0P GEanY et i on
nmet hod co r|S|ngthe ps of uttin ontent-data ID and a

st or age- medf umﬁSDPB?Vl‘? fﬁeEPf“&?%W%&ﬁPeﬁigt SOHRAT &Y a8 RBYI UM whi ch

are desired b user, and |n tlng n address of a delivery

desti nation S%II} Pcﬁcd“ngs A FEER g (% | st o?agsetoﬁéaﬁuﬂ?djdﬁ%eFBt ity

rental -re uesetctllnfegr rrat |ton i r&cl udi hg sai d i nput dconte t-data | 5 salcg

i nput st or age- e In‘gu‘? SLHGIEs ANy ¢ i Ei Hg® e

generated re I equ Sty | rmatlon According to,a ninth aspect, of the

present i A egl{l(?on YN llnéj Jpcrt(l)r\}?d &4 3d§re%sosr 9 %]ihvr%rfyord%g'gép??ljg‘)r’a
% q:atl ng rent al -request i nformation,;

transmtting s generatéd ren - reques"f1g SRR i on; receiving said

program Cgml ;l 89 t eCJ. tlgg
: ;:Rgm tstsiegnrgg&?érraécgt ge% 'tgggjéé‘&%;és%” maf%rmahec?r?“i'hé‘ﬂu& Jent &l dat g, of

content-data 1ID, said input storage-medium ID and said input
address; and

transmitting said generated rental-request information.

According to a ninth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a recording medium for storing a program comprising
the steps of:

generating rental-request information;

transmitting said generated rental-request information;

receiving said transmitted rental-request information; and

recording a rental date of transmission of a rented storage
medium for storing data in advance to a delivery destination and a
return date of returning said rented. storage medium from said

- delivery destination in accordance with said received rental-

reguest information.

According to a tenth aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a recording medium for storing a program comprising

. the steps of:

generating rental-request information including a musical-

data ID and a storage-medium ID of respectively musical data and a

storage medium which are desired by the user:;




medi um for storing data in advance to a delivery destination and a return
date of returning said rented storage nediumfromsaid dellven%
destination in accordance with said received rental - request 22r8% 7899 on.
According to a tenth aspect of the present invention, there is provided a
recording medium for storing a program conprising the steps of: generating
rental -request _information including a nusical- data I.D_and a

st or age- medi um Fﬁl%‘flﬁéggeﬁﬂéeﬁeﬁleﬁgg?‘gaﬁen& ERE e e l?FBF‘&@%l%dl um whi ch

are desired by t e. user; 8 .22 June nsmttl enerated

005
rental -request "I nf of e f PERY PR ﬁ%gs%ﬁn& réﬁgwﬁtt g& Pé’ﬁ’f‘ i+ equestj
f t h t d SI at a
D el uded i n ear‘ﬁl 'ng*geg.ov‘-”e&{‘rl‘ré?ﬁ?% ) 3&'%?5%# el S

sear ched s I ta and said nusical -data ID storage msdl um
i dentifie b%/“‘gléﬁd%% I&)r“?f‘glé?Is FEAPLRT Se”*tﬁ s go’&“arteloéi ‘Ved

rent al - request X cordin ent aI date of .tran mss n of
sai d storage njé%if' ur%{ﬁas esr@%ﬁghd;t%u%c gl ?jvéry esti ncgt |uosr%c§rilld3a retharn

date of tepyrnjng §§éc9e st or frrgglt”%;rfa}q“esa' g delivery,

destinati on. ACCOF Iingto an e even aspec rese Irnven |on

there s RAOMIARH:R LEAP'A0. B HDAOLSIOL! N8B RLPLAMLAGOMPT 1 NO the

st

recording a rental date of transmission of said storage
medium to be rented to a delivery destination and a return date of
returning said rented storage medium from said delivery
destination.

According to an eleventh aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a recording medium for storing a program
comprising the steps of:

receiving rental-request information transmitted by an
external apparatus;

searching for content data identified by a content-data ID
included in said received reantal-reguest information;

writing said searched content data and said content-data ID
into a storage medium identified by a storage-medium ID included
in said received rental-request information; and

recording a rental date of transmission of a rented storage
medium to a delivery destination and a return date of returning
said rented storage medium from said delivery destination.

According to a twelfth aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a recording medium for storing a prograﬁ

comprising the steps of:




receiving rental -request information transnmtted by an external apparatus;
searching for content data identified by a content-data ID included in
said received rental -request information; witing said sear cHédUBRAPENt
data and said content-data ID into a storage nmediumidentified by a
storage-nmedium I D included in said received rental -request information;
and recording a rental date of transm ssion of a rented storage _nediumto
a delivery destPRAtYSY ahd WHELLT W ifat éPof2%t 8r i 17F298a18 1 Eht . Rfor age
medi um from sai d del i ver estinatign. According to a twelfth aspect of the
vy FERets Hhie B paRa of TR PR e UhcPor Te; SRS HE

present iAvention, Yt &P ! |
program ¢o sing the steps . of: 9 22 ne 200 ipputtin content - dat a
ID and a %Fggéaeyﬁ%%’l uErl“HOISD1L Ut%éggeéfli 6@5&9%%? nt ﬂ‘gltjaveérwg d%%f%?%ﬁg@

medi um which. are desired. by tgesauis -~ %nd in titti.ng an address of a

del i very deStimation “Semving 85 Fredi-Braht 61 '8df d storage medium
generati ng rengg o q%%str |nr11_1:_:1 rmati o |{1n§0%%59?0§:ég?1e€ iur;[gan%:f%ﬁ :ﬂ’tgéﬁ aE ?ng

| D, said input”~storage-nmedi um 1D And sar'd npu
nmbodi nment, there

i d - t,informtion, | e
e provi A T GEAE. e hayr Rer a EontrSHEReEn Th WRfch o B

\%gacon guration 1n I _
oper.at es gd&]gggg;nghdto make an access to a rental server and, if the user
pl aces an order

transmitting said generated rental-request information.
In an example embodiment, there is provided a rental system
having a configuration in which the user operates a terminal to

make an access to a rental server and, if the user places an order

for a desired storage medium for rent during the access, the

storage medium 1is delivered to the user. Thus, the user is

-capable of renting a desired storage medium without taking the
trouble to visit a rental store. In addition, there is no longer

a problem that a desired storage medium is not available at the

rental store because the storage medium is being rented to another
user as 1is thel case with the conventional rental shop. As a
result, the wuser 1is capable of renting storage mediums with
desired titles at any time.

Furthermore, in the example embodiment, the rental company
does nolt have to keep storage mediums containing contents in stock
as is the case with the conventional rental shop. Thus, the
rental company does not need to invest money for such a storage

"and 1is, hence, capable of keeping the rental cost low. Moreover,
the rental company is capakle of handling contents each having a

title other than popular titles. That is to say, the rental

10



for a desired storage nediumfor rent during the access, the storage
mediumis delivered to the user. Thus, the user is capable of renting a
desired storage nediumw thout taking the trouble to visit &21uRt 490t or e.
In addition, there is no longer a problemthat a desired storage nediumis
not available at the rental store because the storage nmediumis being
rented to_anot her ser,as is the case with the conventional rental shop.

As a resﬁ?T?athgeﬁg%rwﬁéi @QﬁaBP%Q(ﬁoqqgﬁFFnEFEﬁQﬁmgﬁe et UAE WP ER: RIS red
titles at gqy tinme. Furthernore, in the exeﬂple enbodi nent, the rental
conpany do&€s ot hiTe Of o REEPUS BPHGE iU CURESI fioRg SEBARTEMYS 34 st ock
as is the case conventi onal  .rental the rental_ conpany

Th
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songs 107 SUGA LON-200 30098 97 il deeD 'nleggd'éte;‘gnésségﬂggﬁ rental .
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titles and;. lapgoess, bopylas § 'aanysmaFu”huerf mtepcSLIee L 1s not

necessary 16 keep orage me er o

| nvest ment - allgirgyLl Skp, t gl ¢ ea{nsﬂsa'enso%%ﬂxt”aysin“c%ur c§an bg,Lgduced.
Nbreover ~in the exanple enbodi ment, -~ si nce he renta

company always reccrds a content conto a new storage medium, the
customer also enjoys the new storage medium or a storage medium
with no injury, dirt and the like unlike an ordinary rental shop.
In addition, unlike an ordinary rental business, a fee paid for a
rented content is aurtomatically apportioned among all parties
involved in the renting of the content under computer control.
_Thus, unlike the conventional rental system, the rental company
does not have to carry out cumbersome settlement processing.
Furthermore, since a rented storage medium overdue beyond a rental
period is automatically purchased by the user, the rental company
is capable of simplifying processing such as making a reguest to
return the overdue storage medium.

In addition, in the example embodiment, since the fee-
settlement company holds deposited money of a predetermined amount
for a rental period, the fee-settlement company is capable of
circulating the money for business purposes during the rental
period. Furthermore, since the fee-settlement company carries out
fee settlements when a storage medium is rented and returned, 2

fees can be collected for the fee settlements.
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conpany al ways records a content onto a new storage nedium the custoner

al so enjoys the new storage nediumor a storage nedium wth_no |nh %%

dirt and the like unlike an ordinary rental shop. In addi ti @R, JUOREP an
ordinary rental business, a fee paid for a rented content is automatically
apportioned anDng all parties involved in the renting of the content under

conputer contr Thus, ., unli ke the tignal rental system the rental
conpany does ﬁ%f e t o céWFy %ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ @ﬂ§5ﬁ€E§EttF%ﬁ§nt br GOBYETHyES

Fur t her nor 1t ed storage nmedi um overdue. pbeyond a rental eriod
i's autonaf?%%:V§E§u%¥h§§%§eb @H@9J§§F5ttﬁ§nr8ﬁtﬁ?l‘ﬁ%ﬁ ny “°Fs®capifie of
S|an|fy|n r ogessi n s maki n que return.the overdue

st orage nd ﬁ qﬁh édglilo% g?n‘%ﬁ@eg§ﬁ%ﬁﬁ' H%SE FERSsihEe 2HRRCY &2
settl enen hol ds epo 0 redeternlned anount for a
rent al pe%?%ggpthe e%ﬂ%% onﬁﬁﬁtai‘é%ébable of circulating the
noney for bu5|9gsscﬂﬂ~@%%es durlqg the re taI Ehgg Furtherggﬁgré%%nce

the fee-settlenent company carries ot "¥ee S8 enen%s Wwher°4

Sedium [ S, bRt 300r 61 UEREL,. R i8S aEaN CO' heeted ! anat ne fee
un

settlenents NDreover . 1 éfexanp S CeBSdf 7R Y%ees of

copyright sy, gl §1f| ﬁu kﬁ;%hgcgggvgyt%rt sl & %t%%ﬁﬁglaﬁj%g? £50n1a];ental

shop. Thus |ke t I ona renta Sys I'S capable

of CO"ecﬁéfﬁbﬂéékahééﬁ%'%%P%%Er§eéﬁk tﬂauﬁggééﬂé”%ork thSbé§$%Upaec8£¥é%¥ ment,

a content 1S
as the user did in the conventional rental system. That 1is to

®

say, since it is quite within the bounds of possibility that the
user purchases a rented storage medium, the rental company may
expect a revenue of seliing rented storage mediums.

Furthermore, in the example embodiment, a post office is
used as product-delivery and product-returning means. Thus, the
post office may also expect more postal matters to handle.

To above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention and the manner of realizing them will become
more apparent, and the invention itself will best be understood
from a study of the following description and appended claims with
reference to the attached drawings showing some preferred
embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWiNGS

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a

rental system implemented by an ecmbodiment of the preeent

invention;
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recorded onto a storage nmediumdesired by the user and rented to the user.
Thus, by purchasing the rented storage nmedium the user no |longer _needs to
carry out troubl esone work of copying a content as the user 248§ F08he
conventional rental system That is to say, since it is quite within the
bounds of possibility that the wuser purchases a rented storage nedium the
rental conpany_pay _ expect  a revenue of selling rented storage nedi uns.

Furthernore, i m3hé éRafpPLeErfoditmEhPd & HEECadf Pree page Geearasng to
product-del i ver nd product-returning neans. Thuys, the post office may
al so expe@fe n%?%ocﬁﬂ?-ﬂ‘% O%t‘f}ber LI HINdE T3 %bdPe fant Btlferahj RIAE
features and advantages of the present invention and the manner of

real i zi nd"t'Hem’wi || becone nore apparent, and the invention itself will

best be undersﬁood f.rom g.stud glf the fol |l ow ng description and appended
claims with rgrerendd FottAE Bt CACHENY f dWRiGE sHEUR M %o CRF &St ed
enbodi nent.s_ of .t he inyention. BRI EF SCRIPTLON OF THE DRAWNGS Fig.. 1 is a
bl ock di agran’s Ooa\%\imr?asét ﬁ)efl ctr(;hnef i%]ﬁersaef]ilggnméffenglo? enfal® sy8Fh i%i é?‘?%rﬁ“ed by
an enbodi r[%rhterqf the present invention; 10b 22 June 2005 Fig. 2 is a

di agram show ng a typical hone page according to the enbodi nent of the

pr esent invenjt%g{]_ i4ni§ giéripl e _and gl ain_ manner. Fim%. pggés a di agram

. 1 r y
showi ng a typical’ hoie paye aéCording xg —Yoreat Bo
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‘the 'enbodi ment of the present invention'in a sinple and-plain manner; Fig.
4 is a diagram showi ng a typical hone page - 10c 22 June 8J g@@%rdingito‘
_the enbodi ment of the present inventionin a sinple and“pldi'n ner; . Fig:"
5+ s a diragram showi ng a typi cal ‘home page according to the enbodi ment- of.uf

the present invention i.n a sinple and plain manner; Fig. 6. is a block -
~diagram showi ng the configuration of.a. user'terninal inmpl emented by an
- enbodi ment of the present invention; Fig. 7 is a diagramshow ng the
. structure of rental request i nformation in the enbodi ment ‘of the present -
invention in a sinple and plain manner; Fig. 8 is a diagramshowi.ng the -
.structure OPCCPééHEQtéé ﬁhgl@mb@ﬁaméﬂtlﬂfothatp@nSEnttheveandnnentaof t he.
~present invention in a sinple and plain manner; .Fig. 9 is a-di agram show ng
~the structusémple gmdtrlatondatinen;information in the enbodi ment of the:
present invention in a sinple and plain manner; Fig. 10 is a diagram
shewi ng ‘the structRire. & feexr deiddamytowitfpraatymicdn Hde edyadi ment of
“the present  invention in a sinple and plain manner; Fig. 11 is a bIock
dlagran1shom¢@@rahﬂg to the embodlment of the present invention in a

simple and plain manner;

Fig. 6 is 'a block diagram shoﬁing'thé configuration
@f a user terﬁinal implemented by an.eﬁbodiment.of the
fpresenﬁ inventién;

Fig. 7 is a diagram shqwing the structure of rental
‘request information in the embOdiment Qf the preéeﬁt |
invéntion'in a simple and plain-manﬁer;'

Fig. 8 is a diagram showing the structure of

requested-music-related information in the embodiment of

the present invention in a simple and plain manner;

Fig. 9 is a diagram showing thé structure of
 fental-cohdi£ion'information in the embodiment of the
‘present inééhtion in a simple and plain manner;

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing the structure.of fee-
settlement information in the embodiﬁent of the present'
invention in a.simple and plain manner;

Fig. 11 ié a block diagram showing the
configuration of a service provider implemented by an
embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing the
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configuration of a service provider inplenented by an enbodinent. of the -
present invention; Fig. 12 is a block diagram showing. thﬁgoﬁ ﬁéﬁ gune 2005
configuration of a content provi.der inplenmented. by an: WFeP° of the
present. invention; Fig. 13 is a block diagram showi ng the configuration of
a rental -server iinenented by an - enbodi ment of the present invention;

Fig. 14 is a block diagramshowi ng the configuration of a b||||ng server

i npl enented by an enbodi nent- of the present invention; Fiig. 15 is a block
~di agram showi ng t he conflguratlon of apost office |nplenented by an '
enbodi ment - of the present -invention; .Fig. 16 i.s a_flowhart used for:

“expl ai ni ng cﬁPS&@?§Fﬁd°€aPF|édCBBFeB§ Pﬁ@vﬁ§€F L8PAPRSP tRApPENBARted by the
enmbodi ment of the present invention; Fig. 17. is a flowhart used for S
expl ai ni ng SPPEEETERRgO&athreBT66E Yy ipNenddoRice provider i npl emented by
t he enbodinent of the present invention; Fig. 18 is a flowhart used for
expl ai ni ng ~ procesBitg taris e hi@c%ydth@r@mn$EQw1mgoWh@er i mpl enent ed by
t he embodi ment of the present invention, Fig. 19 is a flowhart used for -
'explalnlng configuration of a rental server implemented by an

embodiment of the present 1nvent10n;

Fig; 14 is a block diagram showing the
configuration ef‘e billing server‘implemented by an'

membodiment ef the present invention;

Fig._15 is a block diagram showing the
configuration of a post office implemented b; an
embodiment of the present invention; |

Fig. 16 is a flowchart used for explaining
processing carried out by the user terminal implemented

tby'the embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 17 is a flowchart used fot explaining
processing cerried ocut by the service provider
implementedﬁby the embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 18 is a flowchart used for.exnlaining
pProcessing carried out by the centent provider
implemented by the embodiment of the present invention:

Fig. 19 is a flowchart used_fqr explaining
processing carried out by the rental server implemented
by the embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 20 is a flowchart used for explaining
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processing carried-out by the rental -server inplenented by the enbodiment
of the present invention; Fig. 20°i-s a flowchart used fobquﬁéghﬁéng3 12 22
June 2005 processing carried.out by the billing server .iffrpl"e d by the
‘enbodi nent of the present: invention;, Fig. 21 is a flowhart used for. - _
~explaining - processing carried out by the post office inplenented by . the:
‘enbodi nent of the present invention; Figs. 22A&B are di agranms.showing. an
external appearance .of a special -package, which is provided by an- L
~enbodi mrent of the present invention for shipping a rented content, in a
‘sinple and plain manner; Figs. 23A&B are di agrans show ng the structure of
the speci aPTP4ERIGET WRTER oFs OFtoPivdédepp itRd ngnsdvrEnt maf emeh&epr esent
invention, in a sinple and plain manner; Figs, 24A&B are diagrans show ng-
an ext er nal Pappdsr snbedigens sfeshal ryackage inwknthons provided by the =
“enbodi-ment  of the present invention to be used by the user for returning:
~a rented content, Fhga 31 np$ ea ahiopthant nepeédr foFi gxphinbna di agram - o
showi ng a typical hone page according to the enbodi nent of the present
invention i pracesiipbecandiplabntnbgnehe andtFo@ri2é ifpaechkaekadbagram
showi ng a typical inplenmentation of the user termnal inplenmented by an
the embodiment of the present invention; > '
Figs.ZZA&B arediagrams showing an externallappearancé
-of a special'package,-which,is provided by an’embodimént_
‘0f the present invention for shipping_a rented3contentf
in a simple and plain manner;
FiQS-23A&B;@fe diagrams showing the structure of the -
special package, which is provided by the embodiment of
the bresent invention, in a simple and plain manner;
Figs, 24A&B are diagramsshowing an external appearance
of a special package, which is provided by the embodiment
of the present invention to be used by the user for
returning a rented content, in a simple and plain manner;
Fig. 25 is a diégram showing a typical home page
according to the embodiment of the present invention in a
. simple and plain manner; and
Fig. 26 is a block diagram showing a typical
‘implementation of the user terminal implemented by an
embodiment of the present invention.

PREFERRED_EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention are
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‘enbodi nent- of the present inventi-on. PREFERRED EMBCDI MENTS OF THE | NVENTI ON -
Preferred enbodi nents of the present invention are 13 2%23P éag ,

“expl ained by referring-to diagrans as follows. Fig. I Uge 2 n1shomnng
the configuration of an entire rental systen1|nplenented by a. first

enbodi ment of the present’ invention.. As shown.in the figure, the rental
system conprises the. user 1, a service prOV|der (a | abel gate: a -

“trademark): 2, content providers 3, a rental server (a rent al conpany) 4, a

bill'ing server (a fee settlement. ~company) 5 and a post office 6. A l-abel .-
‘gate is a portal  site for a plurality of content providers. In this - .
enbodi nent, PIREEFReRY grehsUemy Fard aranc o 110mSOV| Bég- cbnpany 3A,
.a B- content provi der conpany 3B and a C content provider conpany 3C. A
content prod deradram shostiory -tveo diwoi g wertpamy ofTke fepltiow mgndedcri pti: on
1 explalns a flow, .from placing an order for. a content to be rented, to -

‘returning tsves treentiew leowengred biyn aa frienttalemtystiernitmolre et pdebynthe
enbodi nent ‘havi ng the confi guration described above. First of all, the user _

1 nakes an dooessiba.t hBs SR6WhCEnPERY deguZeDYtH&BGn@aySQj}st@rﬁm nal - such -

-as a nobile tel ephone or- a portable termnal ‘12 through the Internet, and

di spl ays a t&@m@,m@@@ @ et h}.%elts.qn taers@rQalge p;ovider (a label gate: a
_tfademark} 2; content providers 3, a rental server (a
-rental cbmpény) 4, a billiﬁé server (a fee settlement
qompaﬁy) 5 and a post office_ﬁ. “A.lébel gate is_a_portal
‘site fo; a plu;ality of content providers. In thisg |
embodiment, the content providers 3 are an A content.
'provider companyr3Af a B conteﬁt provider company 3B agd
é C content provider company 3C. A content provider_ié'a
'reco:d-producing.company.,

- The following description explains a flow, from
placing an order for a.coﬁtent-to be rented, to returning
the rented céntent, in a rental system implemented by the
gmbodiment_héving the configuration deécribed above.

First of all, the user 1 makes an access to the
service provider 2 by using a.user terminal such as a
rmobile telephone or a portable terminal 12 through the
Internet, and displays a home page on the user terminal.

Fig. 2 is a diagram showing a typical home page
disPIayed on the user términal aé a result of the access

_ to the service provider 2. As shown.in Fig. 2, the home
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Fig. 2 is a'diagram showi ng a-typical- hone page -displayed on the user
‘terminal as a result of the access to the service prOV|g§r 2.,€$ shown: in
Fig. 2, the home- 14 .22 June 2005 page includes an arti $t2HERE%hput
~“colum 31, a gender lnput colurm 32, a nusical - genre-input colum 33, a

- record- produci ng- ‘conpany i nput colunn 34 used for  entering search
condi-tions and a junp button 35. Next, the user 1 enters search condltlons
"in the above-described i'nput colums. Then, the user 1 presses the junp .
button 35 to junp (nmake a link 13) to the site of the content provider 3.
Fig. 3 is a diagram showi ng.typical hone pages displayed as a result of
‘est abl i shmreRe96f 1pRéURpAKkaR3aF6istheaBpt énphitt Felevht dhi provhder 3. These

“home pages each. include resultss of a search accordlng to conditions of
t he search.ipButiesetibad3abogenusheatogdntreonspot theéumgedbchaare the nane
- of an artist and the nanme of a song. -The. home pages al so each include a.
“sel ection bozcdtd-prodenial - cenpesy boptoncd2uma Bt cheagfodrstening request
- button 43 and a downl oad button 44. The user 1 selects songs the user 1
wants to reahteringtBeareKacpheitibesused 4 sehpchstpbeces. of nusic which
are denoted by reference nunerals 45,.46 and 47. \Wen the wuser 1 selects
these pieces of m&ﬁﬁ% tﬂﬁblﬁﬁ3¥5ﬂﬁeﬂﬁ5%s search conditions in the
above- descrlbed 1nput columns - Then, the user.l.presses‘
.the jump button135}to.jump'(make a 1ihk 13) to the site
of the content provider 3.
Fig. 3 is a diagram shoWing,typical home pages
displayed as a result of establishment of the link 13 to
the site of the content provider 3. These home pages each
include results of a search according torconditions of
the search. As described abbve, the conditions of the
search are the name of an artist and the name of a song.
The home pages also each include a selection box 41, a
rental reqguest button 42, a watching/listening request
" button 43 and a download button 44.
The user 1 selects Songs the user 1 wants to rent.
. In this example, the user 1 selects pieces of music which
are denoted by reference numerals 45, 46 and 47. When the
user 1 selects these pieces of music, the names of the
selected pieces of music and their artists are displayed

on the selection box 41. When the user 1 presses the

rental request-button 42_with_the names of the selected
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sel ected pieces of nusi¢ and their artists. are displayed 'On”the'seledtioﬁ,j

box 41. When the user 1 presses the " rental request butt Bg the -
narmes of the selected 15.22 June 2005 pi eces .of nusic a ‘PH% P rtlsts
di spl ayed on the selection box 41, the screen junps to a site of the

‘ptovider 4 (by establishing a |ink 14) It should be noted that if the.

wat chi ng/ | istening request button 43 is- pressed.before the rental request.

‘button 42, the user 1 .can hear sounds of the selected- pi-eces of nusic in-a a

streani ng pl ayback operation. If the user 1 presses the "downl oad button‘
44, the selected pieces of.nusic are downloaded: and stored in-a .- "
non-vol at i | ®ifsesr plorusie amidk &haky Gydd sits disnlsered emithel . The user 1

"is thus capable of listening to the downl oaded nusic at any time from the
~user -term nalelgchiiogedowi #h . stdle ®orvernydluatds o memdre. ofi ghe 4 and 5 are

di.agrams showing typical hone .pages displayed on the user termnal -as a
resul t. of @3t0&b|dle$hl4€ﬂby0fesﬂ:h®l|1lsﬁnlin]_:;4at(lltnhte 1giit.e ot theurenval . se_rver'-‘

4, When the link 14 to the rental server 4 is established, first of al

screen 51 i sotiespkayedifThae $are®ingY1iBtludes &e}ﬁﬁssl&um%o&@ndsa NO

button 53 whi ch are used to confirma new user.

_ pressed befo;e the ren;al request bgtton 42, the user 1
can héar sounds of theseiected'pieceé'of-music in a
‘streaming'playback.operatioﬁ.‘ If‘the user 1 presses tﬁe
déwnioad button 44, the selected pieces of music'afe'
‘downloaded and stored in a non-volatile memory or the
"like gmﬁloyed in the user terminél. - The user ‘1 is thgs
capable éf listening to the downloaded muéic at any time'
from the user.terminal provided with such arnon-volatile
C mMemory.
Figs. 4 and 5 are diagrams\shoWing typical hoﬁe
.pages displaved on the user terminal as a resu;t.of

establishment of the 1ink 14 to the site of the rental

server 4.
When the link 14 to the reﬁtal'server 4 is .
established, first of éll, a screen 51 is displayed. The
screen 51 includes a YES button 52 and a NO button 53,

'which are used to confirm a new user.
If the user 1 presses the YES butfon 52, a user-
cataloging screen 54 is displayed. The user-cétaloging

gcreen 54 is a screen for entering perscnal information
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1 f the user 1 presses “the YES button 52, ‘a user- cataloglng screen 54 is.
di splayed. The user-catal oging - screen 54 is a screen for, _enteri per sonal
Cinformation .16 22 June 2005 -on a wuser. Typically, the &géP %gpggogrng
screen 54 |ncludes a nane i nput- col um 55, a postal - address input colum
56, ‘a tel ephone-nunmber input colum 57, a card  name input colum 58, a
_.card-nunber i nput colum 59, a nall-address |nput colum 60 and a catal og

button 61 Then, when the user 1 presses the catal og button 61 after. pieces ;

- of personal information have been entered to the above-described input
"colums, a user-catal oging- conpletion screen 62 is displayed to informthe -
“user 1 thattTuserseht-al ByPagahay. bébs vemprersdloSibsequenehypda

rental -condi tion-setting screen 63 .is displayed. The rental -condition- . .
-setting scréariaBless aa nager dap uftorc odelnec tiisng aarpe sertlerdddy espedinoiugat i ons of -
~a .content .to be rented. Typically, the rental-condition- setting screen 63
, |ncludes a stodrage 566 diaa t2ele@tioneo numb e r64,npa RS AGR anuh @@&unn 65, ‘a '
l'yrics-card request 66, ‘an artist-information request 67, a . R
addr essee- nasmel Apyut collumh 68, a desld-nakhber- adgrnes suilnpkt 560! WM 69 and

a confirmbutton 70. Fromthe storage nedia select colum 64, the user 1
:,is,allomed h@l&ehaaEgésC@hBuQcégﬁﬁﬁh @osﬁnﬁeﬁohg%gh%b bltton 61.

Then,  when the user l.préssgs the catalog button 61
aftef,ﬁieces Qf pérsonal information have been entered tol
the_above-described inpﬁt columns, a usér-cataiﬁging;-:
completion screen 62 is displayed t§ inform the uséf 1
that usér qataloging has.been completed.

Subsequéntly,_a rental -condition-setting screen 63
is displayed. 'The :ental-condition-setting screen 63-is é

"screen for selecting and enteriqg specifications of é
_content to be rented. Typicglly, the rentai-condition-
setting screen.63 includes a storage media select column
64, a meésagé input column 65, a lyrics-card request 66,
an artist-information request 67, a addressee-name-input
column 68, a destihation-address-input column 69 aﬁd a

. ;onfirm button 70.

From the storage media select column 64, the user 1
is allowed to select a CD-R (Compact Disk Recordable),; a
CD-RW (Compact Disk Rewritable), an MD (Mini Disé), a

- DVD-R (Digital Versatile Disk Recordable), a DVD-RW

(Digital Versatile Disk Rewritable), a non-volatile
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CD- RW.( Conpact Di sk Rewritable), .an MD(Mni Disc), a mmﬂ(umfm
~Versatile D sk Recordable), a DVDJRNV (Digital Versatile sk itable),
a non-volatile 17 22 June 2005 menory or the like. Sincé ~W868§@5 1is
allowed to select the.desired type of storage nmedia in this way, a song-
that is heretofore sold as a CD only can be listened to fromthe existing
~apparatus owned by the user 1.. The apparatus can be an ND player, a DVD
pl-ayer or a playback player haV|ng a non-vol ati'le menory. .In addition,
since the address of the destination- can be specified, this rental systen1
-can be utilized in presenting a gift or "placing a corporate advertisenent.
| f the user mem@aHt 8Tt Shpok ibw-va¥inue phecesenfl husitlovéd usetelledls
‘al lowed to additionally enter requests for information on the pieces of
“music and. théerdeanteétQYDEnOQddtbragg meéndesnthhlepWEQnsasaohgas a
message and a lyrics card which are cited above, in this content rental
- system thethaerik hsratsfoatl sued te. asppcbhyyacaaquestikeenaa ebectronlc
musi ¢ box, a request for a picture, a request for a speci al del'ivery, a .

delivery dateomnéha &r@seshgl @ppardelibvewdedaspd theguster ed patcel even
though these addi-tional options are not shown in the figure. Then, when =
‘the'gser 1 Qb§§§§§u§h@aﬁoﬁéi5H1@EtEPngP; a DVD'player or a playback
| rpiayer_having a non¥volatile meméry; In additionm, sinée_
the address of the déstination'cah_be specified, this
"rental system can be utilized in.presenting.a gift or
prlacing a cdrporate'édvertisement.

If the user 1 wants to borrow various pieces of
_muéic, the user i is alléwed to additionally enter
requests for information on the pieces,of'music and their
 artists.. In addition,-besides the options such as a
message and a lyfics card which are_cited_above,-in this
content rental system, the user 1 is alsc allowed to
specify a reﬁuest for an eiectronic music box, a request
for a picture, a request for a special delivery, a
delivery date and é requést for a delivery as a
registered parcel even though these additional options
are not shown in the figure.

Then, when the user 1 presses_the éonfirm button 70
after entering rentél conditions to the select columns

“and the'input columns as described above, a rental-

condition-setting verifiéation screen 71 1is displaved.
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“after entering rental conditions to the select colums. and the input .
~colums as .descri.bed above,. a rental - condition-setting é&;‘fi%©é$on_screen
71l s dlsplayed 18 22-June 2005 The rental -condition-s ification
. screen. 71 "includes pi-eces of information for verifying the content, which.
“.have been set on the rental-condition-setting screen 63, and a total price
~of rented content set by the wuser 1. In addition, the - L
rent al - condi.ti on- setting: verification screen 71 al so |ncludes a settlenent :

-~ button 72 for carrying out a fee settlenment process. Subsequently, when

“t he user esses enent tton 72 after verif |ng the renta
'condltlons‘ & cgﬁPéﬁH ﬁﬂé%ﬁelP@nﬁs& ﬁcﬁe§ﬂﬁé§Ftéﬁntﬁ§r%en

rental -condi,tign-setting verification screen 71, .settlenent i nformation 15
“i's transm t t8FRGeEhEIFCES R leéweetsonTﬁeerPFnlﬁgleer vBE S5°B&PRfes out a.
.fee settlenent process based on the settlenent information 15. That is to

" say; the bi Mgl S8veePesndEaks o8 dBBosPRtRéccandisionenratinge froma bank
account of the user 1 (fee paynent process 16) . The deposit: fee is.

- deposi ted i AryeehebBentald asépyed ariher efisreheedenbakeheeses Histhebut ed
among the . service provider 2, the content provider 3, the rental server 4
;and(the bilhbag $ervem 5ddﬂbi@m1 ine(Iﬁnﬂ&ﬂfﬁqnditionfsetting - ' :
. verification scfeen 71 also includes arseftlement'buttonr
72 fer_cafrying_out_a fee settlement pfocess;.
Subsequently, when the user 1-p¥essee the
. settlement butﬁén 72 after verifyihg the rental
conditions of contents to be rented.which appear on the
reetaljcondition-setting Verifieatien-screeﬁ 71;
settlement information 15 is transmitted toethe_biiliné
server 5.
The'billing server 5 carries out a fee settlement
proceSs based on the settlement information.15. That is
to say, the billing server‘S draws a deposit fee ana a
rental fee—fiem a bank account of the user 1 (fee payment
process 16). The deposit fee is deposited into the rental
server 4 whereas the rental fee is distributed among the
" service provider 2, the content proviaerVB, the rental
sefver 4 and ;he billing server 5. To put it cocncretely,
a rental copyright fee 17 is paid to.the rental server 4,

'a rented content handling fee 18 is paid to the content

. provider 3, a label-gate handling fee is.paid to the
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a rental - copyright fee 17 is paid to.the rental server 4, 'a rented content
handl'i ng. fee 18 is paid to the. content - prOV|der 3, a Iabel ﬁate handllng
. fee is pald to the 19 22 June 2005. service provider 2 a@aJH €ét92 enent
,handllng fee is pald to the billing server 5. The rented content handllng
fee. 18 includes a delivery cost, a storage nedia packaging cost, a:
~.printing cost and the like. The remaining money of the rental fee after
the distribution as described above is:a profit. If the fee settlenent
process is conpleted normally, = a settlenent- conpl etion screen 73 is

di splayed on the user terminal. If the fee settlenent process.is not - -
conpl et ed nEPFYELEE, PSHVFﬁéro?héPdhénéeté1@@@ﬁ¢n§a§éﬂééﬁ fea ig Br&Played on
the user termnal. If the fee settlenent-process is conpleted normally, - =

nmusi cal. datéoaﬁhelPﬁ#ésnéaﬁﬁrYQraﬁe tPhaashented ¢onteret hambinsdmger 4
fromthe content provider 3. The rental server 4 records the nusical data
~onto storagéBnedpéudgelecﬂealberheoaseralsmhregghmeﬁearBﬂthﬁgcmmdlt|on-,

setting screen 63 and prints lyrics on a package based on the Iyrlcs dat a.
In additiongothe meptahtsagvensd ahdothpr Loke.a Testieaadinmaddness,. -
nmessage, a bar. code and ‘the Iike, which are based on information set in
‘the rentaloEOﬂHetraﬁtaetteagascéeeahé3d1garibetpaﬁk@gedescrlbed

' -above-ls a proflt._.

. If the fee setflement process is completed normally,

. a.settlement-cdmplétion screen 73 is displayed on the

user terminal.-.If the fee settlement process is not:
cbmpleted normallj; on the other hand, a warning screen
j74 is displayed én_the user terminal.

If the fee settlement prbcesé is completed nérmally;
musical data and lyrics data 19 are transmittéd to the
;ental server 4 from the content providef 3. The renfall'r
server 4 records the musical data.onto storage media
seiected by ﬁhe user 1 thréugh the rental-condition-
'settihg_scféén 63 and prints lyrics on a package based on
the-lyrics data. In addition, the rental server 4 also

- prints-a destination address, a message, a Bar code and
the_like, which are based on information set in the
tental-céndition-setting screen 63, on the backage
provided spécially for the storage media. The'péckage
iprovided_specially for the storage media is.éent to the

post office 6 (rented content shipping process 20). The
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provided specially for the storage media.- The package: prOV|ded spe01ally
for the storage nedia is sent to the post office 6 (rent g cont ent
shlpplng process 20) The 20 22 June 2005 -bar code i ncl udésvae geer ID for.
identifying a user and a content ID for identifying a content. The post
.office 6 receives the rented content from the:rental server 4 and reads -
out the bar code printed on the package. The post office 6 then stores the
information of the bar code into a database and sends.the package to the
user 1 (rented content.delivery process 21): The user 1-plays back the
received storage nedia by using an apparatus such as a CD player, an MD
pl-ayer - or abaDVDOQPayéﬂlpéeB|§téﬁeﬁolphé0ﬁugﬁ@ntAﬁwemglaSUéRannﬂoathe
music, the user | sends back the storage nedia through a nearest post
_offlce 6 (rentugentodbefitrr édentiifigipgoeessnt2dk.. I n the post office.6, a
‘bar-code reader reads out ‘the bar code from'a parcel containing the = o
‘storage nedia retTisnesody sheicses pace huéonmahé cabhyed ofdBt @nf UBgERNt as

to whether or not the rented content is returned wthin a rental period on -

~-the basis othdaranshoredriveraq daabasas bokormatbaw tpgkugedntmatbg bar
‘code is transferred to the rental server 4 at the sane tine as ,
the package. The post office 6 then stores the
informatioﬁ'of the'baf ché inﬁpra'databasé and sends the
 ‘package to the uéer 1 (rented contgﬁt delivery pfocéss‘j,
21 . ¥ |

The user 1 plays back the received storage media by
ﬁsing an apparatus such as a CD_player, an MD_player or a
DVD player to listen td the music.: After listening to the
music, the user 1 sgnds back fhe storage media through a
nearest post officé 6 (rented chteqt;fetﬁrning procesé
22) .

In the post office 6§, a bar-code reader reads out
the bar code.from a parcei-containing the storage media
returned by the user and automatically forms a judgment
as to whether or not the rented content is returned

.within a rental periqdon the basis of data stored in a
database. Information included in ﬁhe bar code is
transferred to the rental éerver 4 at the same time as
the bar che is read 6Ut from thé parcel (bar-code--
information transfer process 23);

If the rented content is returned within a rental
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the bar’ code i's read out fromthe parcel .(bar-code- information transfer
process 23). If the rented content is-returned within aﬂr%gfal -51 22 June
2005 period, the post office 6 delivers‘the parceI.coht§i UG 290%e rented -
content- to the rental server 4. If the rented content is returned after
the rental period, on the other "hand, the post office. 6 returns the parcel
~containing the rented. content to the user 1. That is.to say, the user 1-
- nust -automatical |y purchase the rented content (rented. content-purchasing -
‘process 24). The rental server 4 is thus capable of obtaining a receiving:
date, a return due date and overdue purchase: information, instantaneously
fromthe baP®&388-i hPEr REEICORTTSERL Of AEMIVRESpSSE BRFiCed GonrpripRag
information indicates that the rented content is being returned, noney of

an anount obPgi Reatad cangtesyl toothsuberseli serykradset If enkatrevhpdny
~handling fee fromnoney deposited in the rental server 4 in -advance is
. refunded tocbh&ebanksacebunnedf affierusbe tentdéppsirtioficeoneturdophecess - ,
25). If the information indicates that the rented content is autonatically
purchased byatfe tBerpdstonfthee 6t ketubasdiha ghktenereatabhahsedhas a
result of = subtraction of ‘a handling fee charged by a fee-sett]ement
' ~ rented content to the user 1. That is to say, the user 1

must automatically purchase the rented content (rehted

~ content-purchasing process 24) .-

The rental server 4 is thus capable of obtaining a -
- receiving date, a return due date and overdﬁe¥purchase

. information instantaneously from the bar-code information

sent from the poét office 6.

If the information iﬁdicates'that the fented
content is being returned, ﬁoney of an amgunf obtained és
a result of subtraction of a settlement—companf handling
fee frbm'money deposited in tﬁe rental.servef_4 in
advance is réfunded to the bénk account of the user 1
(deposit—féé-refund process 25).

If the information indicates that tﬁe rented
content is automatically purchased by the user 1, on the
other hand, a difference obtained as a result of
subtraction of a handling fee charged by a fee—settlement

- company from an amount of money deposited in the biliing
server 5 in advance is distributed between the content

provider 3 and the rental server 4. In this case, a fee
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conpany. from an amount of ‘noney deposi ted |n the billing server 5 in
"advance is distributed between the content ' provider. 3 and t he rental
~server 4. In this case, a fee 22 22 June 2005 - paid to t e LBRe 28fe . prOV|der
3.is a fee paid in the purchase of the rented content for the copyri.ght- of
the author (purchased copyright fee paynent process 26). In addition,.the“
returned rented content is reused in order to reduce the nunber of
—environnmental trashes. That is to say, the package of the returned content
is recycled into paper and the storage nediumis initialized for
reutilization. However, a CD-R and a DVD-R are recycled into reproductlon
of poly-carBahdt &0 fhespenEanbephdYéderhatisha featapidyipeidescri bed
above incl-udes data-copying sites scattered throughout a nunber of states
all over theurouaseyof Thus, reheadt hentesér fdrpkheesonnrbgerof otha content.
‘'to be rented, the “rented content is delivered froma site closest to the
user ‘1. As autbsnltpur@hahes cep?aighysfee]paymenteﬂrocem$em6)can be
delivered to the user 1 on a day following the-day an order for the rented .
content is placed.nTh@idiantant dentad sl ®naesed it ahovie irswedyst em
enbraci ng -serial copy management. That is to say, since a storage medium
of a rented;gosteat t§ Pedi 8K tH@ﬁﬁ@mﬂéﬁgoﬂlQh%ﬂkoﬁ@@h@§1 Ef&%ﬁé@rage

nedlun1should be
' That is to_say, the package Qf the returned content is
 recyc1e&‘into paper and the stofage medium is iﬁitiaiizéd _ 
for.réutiiization. Hdwever, a CD-R and a DVD-R are
‘:eéycled into reproductipn.of poly-éarbonate.

It should be noted that ﬁhe rentél system described 7
ébbve-includes-data-coﬁying sités scattered throughout a
nﬁmbef of étates all over the country. Thus, when thé
user 1 places an order for a content to be rented, the
reﬁted content is delivered fro@ a site closest to the
‘user 1. As a result,'in this rental system, a rented
éontent can be delivered to the user 1 on a day following
the day an order for the rented content is placed.

The content rental system described above is a

. system embracing serial copy managemeﬁt. That is to say,
" since a storage medium of a rented cqntent is a disk
¢ontainingldigital coples, the storage medium should be
rented to only users capable of copying only analog.data-

However, the content rental system can also be

implemented as a system wherein digital copying is
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“Tented to onl y users capabl e of copyl ng only anal og data.. However, the .
-content rental systemcan‘also be inplenmented as . a system V\/nerel n di gi tal
“¢opying is 23 22 June-2005 permtted only once froma r ettt Oﬁo an MD.
- The fol owi ng descripti.on-explains configurations of the user termnal,
the service provider 2, the content provider 3, the rental server 4, the
- billing server 5 and t he post- office 6. As shown in Fig. 6, the user
‘terminal conprises a receivi ng unit- 101, a display control unit 102, a
~display wunit 103, an operation unit 104, a request det erm ning unit 105,
“a request-signal -generating unit 106, a o S
_request ed- mRIEtdieg elivmforaratfinem @ermrquwg:mmq aerMD a
user - cat al ogi ng-request -i nformation and user- information-generati ng unit
108, a rental -condFbpoficlinvéngadrencgenéprat erglannt &OAfigurations - -
pur chase-request- infornmation-generating unit 110, a transmitting unit 111 :
cand a controlf vriet ubEZ. tEreimedei tihrg swrivti ) broeG@ere , a thiegR@dhtent -
‘transmitted through the Internet. and supplies the signal to the display -
control unitprb@Adethe, dm&pl&ﬁn@@&t@@&vﬁﬁlu 102 %ﬁﬂ@hb@ssbg%e§'gnﬁhd :
received fromthe receiving unit 101 to the di splay unit 103. The displ ay
uni't 103 outpet posd dirgplkay shased on the signal received fromthe display

As shown in Fig.- 6, the user terminal comprises a -

receiving unit 101, a display control unit 102, a dispiay
unit 103, an operation unit 104, a request-determining -
‘unit 105, a requeet—signal—generating unit 106, a

requestedfmusic—related~information—generatihg unit 107,

a ueér~cataloging-;equest-information énd user-
information-genefating unit 108, a rentalecondition—
information-generatiné'unit 109, a bﬁrchase-request—
information-generating ﬁnit.llb; a.tranemitting unit lli
and_a control unit 112;

The reeEiving unit 101 receives a signal
transmitted through the Internet and supplies the signal
to the display control unit 102. The display control unit
.102 supplies the signal received from the receiving unit
101 to the display unit 103. The display unit 103 eutputs
a display based oq the signal received from the display _
control unitiloz. |

Operated by the user 1, the operation unit 104 is a

keyboard or operation buttons. The request—determining
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&Cbhtrol unlt 102. Operated by the user: ‘the operatlon unit 104 is.a
“keyboard or operation ‘buttons. The request determ ning 24 22 June_ 2005
~unit 105 fecogni zes an operation carried out on the opeFQPWBﬁzgﬂﬁt 104 and

ggenerates a signal representing the operation: The _
-request-signal -generating unit 106 generates-a request S|gnal based on.the
'signal received fromthe request- deternining;unlt 105 and supplies the
request signal to the transmitting .unit- 1l to be transmtted to the
service provider 2 or the content, prOV|der 3. The request signal
-transnltted to the service prov1der 2 is-a signal for requesting the.
servi ce’ protddr WX Fqsooviiges misieTd tdoad ciafrdesariién °onOkhehe ot her -
'fhand the request signal (rental-request information) transnmitted to the.
.content FN(nﬂRﬁﬁaQ}qnswel§lg@élan@*Qﬂamnaﬂﬁsng shgnedntreptrespnovinder 3 to
provide a rented content.  Fig. 7 is a typical structure of the

- rental -requédte dpsfrertrimni.on. - As shown in Fig. 7,, the rental -request =
i'nformation includes a rental-request-lnfornatlon header, a user ID, a CP

~address, a requestThD aaguassi sighel - JbRers ent @l uli £€UESE géﬁé&@@éﬁOQ header
s prOV|ded for identifying the beginning of the rental-request -
|nfornatlOnréﬁﬁebmesdﬁﬂﬁl|Dab%daoﬁoﬂﬂef@Eghﬂ@nEbEﬁhﬂgdth@om the
request—determlnlng unlt-lQS and supplles the request
A signel_te the transmitting unit illlto be transmitted to
the sereice'pfoviaer 2 of the‘content‘pfevider 3. 'The_if
:Vrequest eignal transmipted to the serviee provider 2 is a. -
eignal for :equesting the service.proviaer 2 to provide
music-reiated'information. On the opher.hand, the request 
signal (rental-request.informatipn) transmitted to the
_content provider 3 is a signal for requesting the content
previder 3 to provide a ?ented content.
Fig. .7 is a typieal structure of the rental-request
information.  As shown in Fig. 7, the rentalfrequest
'informatioﬂfincludes a rental-request-information header,
a2 user ID, a CP address, a request ID and music IDs. The
rental-request-information header is provided for
identifying the beginning of the rental-request
information and the_ﬁser ID is a code for identifying the
‘user 1. The CP address is the address of the content

provider 3 whereas the request ID is a code for

identifying a reguest. The music IDs are each a code for

25




user 1. The CP address is the ‘address of the content . provider 3 whereas -
‘the request 1D is a code for  identifying.a.request. Thezﬂgﬁgc-lgg_are each
-a code for 2522 June 2005 -identifying a piece of musi ¢ : -
‘request ed- musi ¢- rel at ed-i'nf or mati on-generating  unit 107 generates
~information related to requested pieces of nusic on the basis of a S|gnal
received from the request-determning unit 105 and supplies the
information to the transmitting unit 111." The |nfqrnat|on_ related to
-requested pieces of nusic is information:for requesting the service
- provider 2 tq generate information related. to requested. pieces of nusic. K
-Fig. 8is aide éﬁé%ﬂ§ﬁo®|ﬁ@eﬁet?§|6@ﬁ1§tructure of the information related
to requested pieces . of nusic. As. shown in Fig. 8, the information related y
- to requested p|ec%%eoxe%w§$%e@OMBﬁFSesehat@@uesfeﬂmmUs¢@ geleatadincdheader,
a user |ID, an SP address, a request ID, an artist . nane, a gender, a
musi cal - gennelanaoﬂheenaneteﬁ anfecord iopr cdlaitrg conpanyesthe
- request ed-nusi c-rel ated header is provided for identifying the beginning
of the requeseteds aﬁsmusielahedhenbasﬁatbﬁnaasdghhe PPcagddeassrém the
address of the service provider. The user-catal ogi ng- request-lnfornatlon
“and user- |ﬂherﬁﬁﬁt@@tgeaeéamuﬂgngnuhlioﬁogeaﬁaa§ﬁ§p9§8é the
;nformatlon to‘the transmitting unit 111. The 1nformation
:felated”to”requested.pieces of music'is.information‘for.
requesting the'serVice provider 2 to generate informatioﬁ'
related tb_réquested pieceé of music.

Fig. 8 is a diagram showing a'typical.strﬁcture of
thé_information related to requested pieces of music. As
shown ip Fig. 8, the information related to reguested
pieces of music comprises a requested—musicfrelatéd
header, a user ID, an SP address, a reqguest ID, an artist
name, a gender, a musical genre and the name of é record-

'producing company. The requested-music-related header is
provided féf_identifying the beginning of the requested-
music-related information and the SP address is the
~address of the service provider.

The user—catalbging-request-information and user-
information-generating unit 108 generates user-
cataloging-request information or user information, which

are_based'on a signa1 generated by the request-

determining unit 105, and supplies the information to the
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'cataloglng request |nf0rnation or- user lnfornatlon mhlch are based on a
" signal generated by the request- . determining unit 105, a%g‘iyggllgs t he

information-to the 26 22 June 2005 transn1tt|ng unit. 11
user - cat al ogi ng-request information is information for requestlng the
‘rental server 4 to catalog the user. The user information.is a new user's
personal -information to be transmitted to the rental server 4. The user ‘
~information typlcally i ncl udes the hame of the-user 1, the postal. address,

the phone nunber, the card name and the email address. The -
- rental -condi ti on- |nfornat|on generating unit 109 generates i nformation on

“rental conditfPsfeibaded ¥aitt Rdlsi gRhe reest vatalpghngheequest-

‘request - deternlnlng unit 105 and supplies the information to the . _
transm.ttingndpirmation iFhénifpfrortdonofoon reemeslt ingndhiei eratiad used for -
generating rental conditions desired by the user 1 and transnitted to.the.
rent al serveer4erTyptoabhyalbbethenheewat|Dﬂe0ﬂséeniﬂfoﬁmadiém0ﬁ§ ancl udes
information on a storage nmediumfor copying nusical information, a
message, | ynkesuasd- hhgeﬁaaﬁaaslmmbkmailbhetadﬁéeﬁ%aﬁkmlth@dfealBh@nt of -
~the storage nedi um which are printed on a package to be described later.

Fig. 9 is ardhagtapeshen B9 ardypisad ﬁf%%%@ftyﬁ%iqudﬁb on -
rental conditions. As shown.in the

the name of the user 1, the:postal address, the phone

- number, the card name and the email address. .

The rental-cOnditiqn—informationégenerating unit’

109 generates infdrmetion.on rental conditione baeed on
- the signal reeeived from the rééeest-determining unit 105
and supplies the infofmation to the transmitting unit 111.
The information omn rentallebnditione is esed for |
generating rental conditions desired by the-user 1 and
transmitted to the rental server 4. Typically, the
'information on rental conditions ineludes information on
a storage medium for copying musieal information, a
message, lf&iesrand'the name as well as the address of
the recipient of the storage medium &hich are printed on
a package to be desc¢ribed later.

Fig. 9 is a diagram showing a typicel structure of
the information on rental conditions. As.shown iﬁ‘the
figure, the informatidn'on rental conditions includes a
rental-condition-information header, a user ID, an RS

address, a request ID, storage media information and
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frgure the information on rental conditions i'ncludes a T
rental - condi tion-information header a user ID an RS address a_.request. ,
| D, storage nedia information and 27 22 June 2005 nessaé@~hﬁﬁ@pﬁﬁtlon The
‘rental-condition-information header is provided for recognizing the '
* begi nning of the rental- condltlon |nfornat|on and the RS address is the

address of the rental server 4. The

purchase request -.i nf or mat i on- generatrng unrt 110 generates |nfornat|on on
a purchase request based on the signal received fromthe -
‘request-determining unit 105. The information on a purchase request is

i nf ormat i onTEEEaIRERIEgTRdQuest Ther reBRelngosflisieanieherpatbenrent ed and
‘transmitted to the rental server 4. Fig. 10 is a diagram showi ng a typica
structure oheadpfrormapironideda foat tleewamt z iy sthewbeign nniedf edutée t he
information on a settlenent conprises a settlenent- information header, a
‘user | D, anrRStaddcead;taomequéstmat@oandnﬁommb fRee aiddfrespatisonheThe
settlenent-information header is provided for recogni zi ng the begi nni ng of

‘the informagiaessenod sekt remeal aedvbhe4RS address is the ~address of the
“rental server 4. The transmitting unit 111 passes on signals received from

a variety of UnltST@@Pb@W@ﬁaé@ i@@u@§€f1nf§fﬁhﬂ§$ntgeﬁgﬁa§§ﬂyl@@1@r0V|der
2, the content provi der '

110 generates 1nformat10n on a purchase request based on
- the sigmnal recelved from.the request-determining unit 1051
"The information on a purchase.fequest is informatiOﬁ.fdr
making a réquest for renting_of.a content - to be rented
and transmitted to the iental server 4. |
Fig; 10 ie a diagram Showing_a typical structure of
information on a settlemenf. As shewn in the figure, the
information on a eettlement-COmprises a settlement-
,information header, a user ID, an RS address, a request
ID and total fee'information. fhe settlement-information
header is previded for recognizing'the beginning of the
information on a settlement and the RS address is the
address of the rental server 4. |
The ﬁransmitting unit-ill passes on.signals
received from a variety of units employed in the user
terminal to the service provider 2, the content provider
3, the rental server 4 or the billing server 5 by way of
the Internet. The.cdntrol unit 112 controls the units

employed in the user terminal.
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'3, the rental server 4 or the bllllng server 5 by. may of the Internet. The
~control unit 112 control's the units enployed in‘the user ternlnal 28 22
~June 2005 . As shown in Fig. 11, the service. prOV|der 2 cd%&ﬁqW?
rece|V|ng unit 201, a request-determ ning. ~unit. 202, -a storage. uni t 203 a
music-rel ated- information-generating unit. 204, a requested nmusi c-
“related-information-generating unit 205 and 'a transmitting unit 206 and a
~control “unit 207. The receiving unit 201.rece|ves a signal transnltted
- through the Internet and supplies the signal  to the request-determning
~unit 202- The request-_ determning unit 202 forns a j udgnment on the signal
.supplied fromthe %écéhQWﬂglﬂnF%92011an@h§uﬁ§ﬁvsca prgvafierb3dsed on a
-resul't of the judgnment to the nusic-related-"information-generating unit
-204 or the COFPadred- pusiece ivdngt agrit i2¥ior matdemmesgedetaiimigimgi t 205, To,r
be nore specific, if the result of the judgment indicates that
|nfornatlonuonta2@équessthaegbeenlmedmﬁued niufzd or-e@aasted -det er mi ni ng unlt
202 supplies-the signal to the nusic- related-information-generating unit
1204, 1f theinésuhhtabn-ybeecrudgngnimindizoates taauesrbarmakien related to a
request ed-musi c, on the other hand, the request- deternlnlng un|t 202 :
suppl i es thEeSHQBaLlh@okﬁgtlon generatlng unit 205 and a
transmitting un1t1206 and a control.unit 207.
The receiving unitIQOI‘rECeifeé,a signal
transmitted thrdugh'the'lnternet and supplies the signal
to the request-determining unit 202. The request-
-determining unit 202 forms a jﬁdgment on the signal
supplied from the receiving unit 201 and outputs a signal
based on a result of the judgment to the music-related¥
"information-generating unit 204 or the requested-music-
related-information-generating unit 205. To be more
epecific, if the result of the judgment indicates that
information on a request has been received, the request-
determining unit 202 supplies the signal to the music-
related—information-generating:unit 264.- If the result of
the judgment indicates that information related to a
requested-music, on the other hand, the request-
'.determining unit 202 supplies the signal to the
requested~music-related-information‘generating unit 205.

The storage unit 203 is used for storing music-

related information. An example of the music—related.
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request ed-riusi c- r el'at ed- i nf-armat i on- generati.ng unit. 205.. The storage unit
203.is used for storing nusic- related-infornmation. An exanpl e _of the
music-related 29 22 June 2005 information is a list ofé%gEWQ 5 pr oduced
by each record-produci ng conpany. The nusic-rel at ed-i nfornation-geénerating

“unit 204 extracts nusic-related informtioh based:on a signal supplied -

fromthe request-determning unit 202 fromthe  storage unit 203 and =
supplies.the information to the transmitting unit 206. On the other hand,
the requested-nusic-rel ated- information-generating unit 205 generates
requested- nusjc-related infornmati on based on a sjgnal supplied from the
~request - det MR 1H £262 At Qfpardentite Piathiatatinead t he '
transmitting unit 206. The transmitting unit 206 transmits the signals.
suppl i ed friRGHFE -PESRASa G DIYor mat i on- generating unit 204 and the
requested-nusi c-rel ated-information- generating . unit 205 to the user
‘terminal or the coRbenmusprovederel-bypfompadionhgehnrethey. uihe 204t rol
unit 207 controls the units enployed in the service provider 2. As shown
in Fig. 12, etfieactst entsiproeilderd3 infomnaities daseceion &g sugink1301, a
request-determning wunit 302, a storage unit 303, a search unit 304, a
L supplied from the réquest-determining.unit 202 from the
storage unit 203 and‘sﬁpplies'the'informationrto-the
transmitting unit 206.

On“the'éther-hand, the'requested-music-telated- .
informationigenerating unit 205 generates requested-
music-related infbrmatiqn based on a signal supplied from
the-request-&etéxmining unit 202 and supplies the
‘information to the transmitting unit 206.

The transmitting unit 206 transmits the signals
supplied from the music-related-information-generating
unit 204 and the requested-music-related-information-
generating unit 205 to the user terminal or the content
provider 3 by way of the Internet. The control unit 207
cont:ols the units employed in thé service provider 2.

As shown in Fig. 12, the content provider 3
comprises a receiving unit 301, ‘a request-determining
unit 302, a stofage unit 303, a search uhit.304, a
requestéd-music-related—information»generating unit 305,

a content and additional-informationfgenerating unit 306;

a rental-request-generating unit 307, a transmitting unit
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requested- nusi c-related-information-generating unit 305, - a content and
additi onal -i nf or mati on- generating unit 306, .a rental-re%?est %eneratlng
unit 307, a transmi-tting unit 30 22 June 2005 308 and a PO%nit 309:
"Thee receiving unit 301 receives a signal -transmitted through the Internet
~and-supplies the signal to the request-deternining unit 302. The request -
det erm ni ng unit- 302 forms a judgment on the signal received fromthe
receiving unit 301 and outputs a signal based on a -result of the: j udgnent
to the requested-music- related-information-generating unit305, the content
~and - addi'tional -informati on-generating unit 306 or the rental - : -
request - genédt 2A¢ anicondePl P&ie e specific, the request- det er m ni ng
unit 302 supplies information related to a requested nusic to the
request ed- nusi c- r eTheedeceéhf bnaathdh- §eheratengeanat s3§bala request ed
content ID to the content and additional-information-generating unit 306
and a rent altrregméstetio thiveugéntale- Tegeeaktgene auippd i cgnithe3@Ignihe
storage unit 303 is used for storing nusical- information |ists, content
~data, additionahei pkqneeti-asteandnahbensi tA3musi Cahei pEQEEREI ON List is
information used for displaying a list of nusical pieces on the user

termnal . Theteerifphgdahati SouUgbeak daf@aghBBt on the signal

received from'the-receiving unit'301 and outputs a signal -

 based_on a resuit of,the judgment to thé.réquested-music—
relatéd-infbrmation-éenerating'unit"305;-the content and
a@ditional-information—genefating'unit 306 or the rental-
request—géperating uniﬁ 307. To be_mofe_specific; the
;equest-determiging unit.302'supplies ipformétion related
to a-requested musiq to‘thé :equeéted-ﬁusicjreléted-
information-generating uﬁit 305, a requested.content ID
to the content and-gdditional;informatioﬁ-generating unit
306 and a rental request to the rental-request-generating
unitc 307. |

The Eﬁorage unit 303 is used for storing musical -

information lists, content data; additional information

- and others. A musical—infofmétion list is information
used for displaying a list of musical pieces on the user
terminal. The content data is musiéal data. The

.additional information includes a.iyrics.cardrand'a ﬁable
of contents.

The search unit 304 searches the storage unit 303
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addi‘ti onal |nfornat|on i ncludes a - Iyrlcs card and a tabl e ‘of .contents. The
‘search:unit 304 searches the storage-unit 303 31 22. Jun% 2005 8n the -
basis of a signal received fromthe requested- 2 June 20
‘nusic-rel at ed-i nf ormati on-generating. unit 305 or the content and

addi tional -i nformation-generating unit 306. The.

r'equest ed- nmusi c-rel at ed-i nf or mati on- generatlng uni t -305 al so searches the
storage unit 303 through the search unit 304 on the basis of
request-ed- nusi c-rel ated information received fromthe request- deternlnlng ]
~unit - 302, -and supplles a result of the search to the transmitting unit
308. The comferiteah®sddditli ¢halionads Frafeivo g dthangagwies t3d6 searches
the storage unit 303 on the basi's of a requested-content |ID received from
t he request M¥etiermediate drdint o30R t ipmd gemspid teina urdsul105 ofr tthe search to ,
the transmtting unit 308. The rental -request-generating unit 307 generateS‘
‘a rental regudsntaaddsaddliitdonalie indguestt itom tdwm e tatdamemiutatiitng owni t 308.
The transmitting unit 308 transmts a signal received thereby to the_user
~termnal, the senmeeeeﬂrmmsdenr%1ameuham@aﬁmﬂtﬁﬁﬁwgﬁheéakhhgugh1&he
- Internet. The control unit 309 controls the units enployed in the content
provider 3. 385 shewnsearthegs tBe &heragdt aniserver threFRr t88€Ssearch
unit 304 on the basis of requested-music-related .
information receivéd from the reQuest-deterﬁining unit
302, and supplies a reSulﬁ of. the séarth to the
"'transmitting_unit 308. . The-content and addiﬁional-
informatioh—generating unit'306 searéhes the storage unit
303 on the basis of a requested-content ID received from
‘the request-determining unit 302, and supplies_a result
©0f the search to the transmitting unit 308.
The xentalﬁrequesthenerating unit 307 generates a
rental request and supplies the requést to the
transmitting unit 308. ' The trahsmitting unit 308
transmits.a'éignal received thereby to the user terminal,
the service provider 2 or the fental server 4 through the
_Internet. The control unit 309 controls the units
employed in the content provider 3.
As shown in Fig. 13, tha‘réntal server 4 comprises
a receiving unit 401, a storage unit 402, a request-

determining unit 403, a'home—page-information—

transmitting unit 404, a'feé—processing unit 405, a

32




-a- rece|V|ng uni t 401, a storage un|t 402 -a request~ deternlnlng uni't 403,
_a hone- page- |nfornat|on-'transnlttlng unit- 404, a fee- pr2%6F5|%ﬂ8§nlt 405,
a 3222 June 2005 requested- content-1 D generating unit S
sel ecti on- recordlng unit 407, a l'yrics and message-- printing. unit 408, a
. settl| enent -i nfornmation- generating -uni.t 409, a transmtting unit 410 and a
control .unit-411. The receiving unit : 401 receives a signal transnitted
“through the Internet and supplies the signal .to the request- det ermi ni ng. _
unit 403. The request deternlnlng uni't 403 forns a j.udgnent ~on the signal
“ received fromthe receiving unit 401 and supplies a signal based on a i
-result .of tﬁ@qPGG&ﬁénpontﬁ@tsﬁ@ra@@eaﬁmﬂn$02nu$ 49éd ﬁomE§ugF|ng user |Ds,
content IDs (or nusiic IDs) and rental . dates. The hone .
page- |nfornaeﬂ@ntupaHSHnbtdmggummut4@@79emeﬂate$shamﬁ-mpagagenfornatlon to
~be transnitted to the user ternminal, and supplies the information to the
[transnlttlngrunmunglﬁnltExaBplass@ktﬂh&eh&n&nﬁag&amﬂbﬁng&hb@ataﬁg home- page-
~information used for displaying a-top page screen, home page information
‘used for displiaying, aauseéngmtah@ggngnlﬁc&@@naaadaheaﬁteageuhmanﬂﬁtIOn

“used for displaying a rental-condition screen. The fee-processing unit- 405
processes a fee baped rece1v1ng unit. 401 receives a- ‘signal
transmitted th;ough the Intefnet and supplies-the sighalji,
to the redueétfdetermining unit :403. The_;equest- |
determining unit'463 fbrhs'é,judgmeht pn.the signal
réceived frpm ;he receiving unit 401 and supplies a
signal basgd.pn arxesuit of the judément. |
The storage‘unit'402 is uéed for storin§ user IDs,

content IDs (or music IDs)'and.réntal détes. The home=:
page—inforﬁation;t;ansmitting unit 404 generaﬁes home -
page information to bé'transmitted to the user terminal,
and supplieé the information to the transmitting unit 410.
Exampieélof ﬁhe.home-page information are home-page
informatioﬂ'ﬁsed for:displaying'a top page screen, hémé-

~ page information used for displaying a user-cataloging

. screen and hpme-pagé infbrmation'uséd for displaying a
rental-conditioﬁ screen.

The fee-processing uﬁit 405 processes a fee based-

‘on information on rental conditiéns, as well.as-génefétes
rental-condition-setting ﬁerification iﬁformation and- |

supplies the rental-condition-setting verification
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~on i-nformati-on-on rental condjtions, as well as generates -

“ rental -condi tion- setting. verification-information and _s OL ?Pha
rental -condition-setting verification 33 22 June 2005 to. the
‘transmtting unit 410. ~The rental - - condi tion- setting verlflcatlon
information includes a result of fee processing and informaticon for. .
~verifying rental conditions of a content to be rented. .|t shoul d be: noted .
“that-a basic .fee systentof a rented content will be explalned later. The
request ed-cont ent - | D- gener ati ng unit ‘406 generates the ID of a requested
‘content and transnmts the D to the content provider 3 by way-of the-
~transmitting2feAMe tAew, toeddies thnig siHd téam et thrédwii-defhg” renprbvi de - data
of the requested content and additional information. The ..
medi a- seIecppedlﬁe@eréﬁmg1umlWE¢dflcaeh@@tsnéorgman@ge1medmdnsbased on
storage-nmedi uminformation included in the innformation on rental .

. condi tions, raadltr e€ofds dabaeshingnhed: I ndotrmattiensoectvedisyanage medi-um
~I'n addition, the nedia-sel ection-recording unit 407 also determnes -

whet her to Ireﬁﬁa(ﬂ dahdiefioagnibents cotent tst Bkagentedi. UNT Pavhegi@ HeCM.
size or a storage nmedium having a 12-cm size in dependence on the anount

~of the dataoteabensecardedicTirus, syaeeﬁebtveryeﬁeee e8RthAt ﬁ@ﬁwcse for
data of a-snmall anmount .

'explalned_later.

7 The'requestedJcontent¥IDEQEneiatingeuﬁit 406
generates the ;D of a réquee;ed“coatent-ané'transmite the
ID to the content.providef:3 by way of the tramsmitting
unit_410, requestipg.the eontent'provider 3 tolﬁrovide.
data of the requéstedlcontent.ana additionai-information.

The media-Selection-recording-ﬁnit 407_selects a
-storage medium based on Storage—medium information
~included in the informatien;qn rental conditiens, an&
reedrds aata of contents onto the eelected storage mediﬁm.
In addition,.the media-selection-recording unit 407 also
'determinesﬁﬁhether to record data.of'contents onto a
storage medium haviné a 8-cm eize or-alstorage medium

‘..having a 12-cm size .in dependence on the amount of the
data.to be recorded. Thus, fhe delivery cost can be
reduced for data of a small'ameunt.

The lyrics and message-printing unit 408 prints a
message, lyrics and.a recipient en a package to be shown

later on the basis of the information on rental
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~The lyrics.and nessage- printing unit 408 prints a -nessage, |lyrics and a
reC|p|ent on a package to be shown  later on the basis of t he |nfornat|on :
~on'rental 34 22 June. 2005 condltlons and the additional 2?88 B on. The -
- settl ement -i nfor mati on-gener ating-. uni t- 409 -generates information on a -
settlenment on the basis of a . si-gnal. recei'ved fromthe request- deternlnlng
" uni t- 403, and supplies the |nfornat|on to the transmtting unit 410. The
.information on a settlenent is transmitted to the billing server 5. The
~information on a settlenment is‘'used for paying a rental f.ee charged by

- refundi ng ‘a deposit or for apportioning a deposit. The transn1tt|ng unit
410 ‘transm condigiigmsl andeddiev@didfitdipniaie information.

‘hone- page-information-transnmtting unit 404, the fee-processing unit 405
. or the requested- tbateattlEmgenenafongaunon 46fetatihe wser 4@y mnal, the
-content provider 3 or the post -office 6 by way of the |Internet. The K
~control uni yeAztacest Lalfsrivae ivhi bh acgpl-@yedtent bhe thenbakisesyes 4. As
"shown in Filg. 14, the billing server 5 conprises "a receiving unit 501, a

}‘rGQUest det@ﬁghﬂ&nge@BhWeEOZIoﬁ tﬁ%pQ%hhe%QtHE%g%ﬂ&nEhacﬁ§§t”@o9”'t 503, a
settlement- processing unit 504, a settlenent -process deternlnlng uni t

505 an appéﬁﬁagbﬂbiégBrQﬁ@ fﬂﬂﬁyﬂatfyﬁéﬂde¥he transmlttlng unit 410.

 The 1nformat10n on a settlement is transmitted to the
.bllllng server 57-fThe infqrmation:on a settlement iseused_-
for peying'arrentei,fee'charged by refunding a deposit'OI
~ for apportiohiegraldeposit;
The.transmitting'unit 410 transmits a signal
feceived from the homeepage-information¥tfansmitting unit -
.454, the fee—pfoeessing uﬁit 405 or the'reéuestEd-_
content-ID—genereting unit 406 to the user terminal, the
.content provider 3 or the post office 6 by way of the .
Internet. The conteol unit 411 contrels the units
empidyed-in ﬁhelrental'server 4,
As éiéwﬁ in Fig.'14, the billing server 5 comprises
a feceivieg'unite501, a request-determining unit 502, a
deposit-settlement—processinj unit 503, a settlement-
procegsing unit 504; a settlement-process-determining
unit 505, an approﬁel/disapproval-signal, detailed;‘
statement and warning—infcrmetion—generating unit 506, a
transmitting unit 507 and a eonerol unit 508.

The receiving unit 501 receives a signal
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:statenent and marnlng |nfornat|on generatlng unlt 506 -a transnitting uni-t ©
507 and a control unit 508, The rece|V|ng unit 501 recel%ﬁ ;Eiﬁgal 35 22
~June 2005 transnitted t'hrough the Internet and supplies §'8 to the
"request -deternining unit 502. The. request deternlnlng uni t 502 forns a . -
~judgnment on the signal received fromthe. receiving-.unit 501 and outputs a
signal . based on a result of"~ the judgnent to the. dep03|t-.‘ L
_‘settlenent proceSS|ng uni.t- 503 and the settlenent processi ng unit- 504. To .
‘put it in detail, the request- determning unit 502 supplies settlenent
information for ~refunding a deposit as well as settlement information for
appor t i oni nFrargeddiad thrhehddhssiinteand ek suprdéessichg gaprados and
settlenment information used for a rental purpose to the .-
settlenment - $P0@@§s¢m@ummttd@G&IMIMGndem@sWt5§@ttlehenre@m@e953|ng unit 503
‘carries out' fee settlenment processing based on fee settlenent infornsation
"~ ‘received frdnmehm1me@@e$m4¢e5@9nﬁnmmg anijtzdgn@dt Phathesstonaay, if the
deposit-settlenment-processing unit 503. receives fee settlenent _
“informati onrkeeivedl drdmgha depeivingt heideposi bngebhkpieBt apE0§RSSI N
unit 503 carries out fee settlenent processing to refund an anount of.
nmoney equal bhed @if faeﬁ:erseetobtfaltﬁedgeagaqenﬁ;e%ul Tthef dégegiactl on of a fee .

: charged by a card conpany
settlement proce551ng unlt 503 and the settlement—:
eroeessingeunit-504.-:To put it_in.détail, the request-
determining'enit 502 suppiies settleﬁent'ihformaeioe for

 :efupdingea deposit_as we%l as settlement information fer
,apportiqﬁing'e.deposit to the depoeit-settlement-
processing unit_503 and settlement infofmation_used fof a
reﬂtal éﬁrpeee_to the settlement-processing‘unit 504.

Tﬁe depesit-settlement-proceesing enit 503 carries
out fee seeﬁlement.processing based on fee seetlement
information received froﬁ the request-determining unit
.502. .That ie'to say; 1if the deposit-settlement-processing

“unit 503.féeeives fee settflement information'for
refunding.a1deposit; the deposit—settlement—brocessiﬁg

. unit 503 cairies out fee settlement processing to refund
an amount of money equal to a diffe;ence obtainedras a
result of subtraction of a fee charged by aicard company
from a sum of money deposited_in the card company in
advance tore_bank account of ehe user 1. If the deposit-

settlement—processing unit 503 receives fee settlement
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--fron1a sun1of nDney dep05|ted in the card conpany in. advance to a bank = -
account of the-user 1. If the dep05|t-'settlenent proces %bh 503 -
recei ves fee settlenent¥36=22 June 2005 i nformation forﬁghg@? ﬁlng a -
~ deposit, on the ot her- hand, the dep05|t settl enent - processing unit 503.
“carries out fee settlenment processing to apportion an amount of noney -
“requal to a "di ff erence obt ai ned as a result . of subtraction of a fee L
char ged by a card conpany froma sum of noney -deposited in the card o L
~conpany in advance anmong the record- pr.oduci ng conpany, .the rental conpany :
“and others. The sett|enent-processing unit 504 carries out fee sett| enment
proceSS|nglﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬂﬁ?%?%ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂaQER%ﬁ%QEF#?oﬂ1@ﬁEOS¥bqu98tth@tethﬁn|hgndmt
502. The settlenent-process- -determnning unit 505 forms a judgnent as to
- whether or Tt Qﬂnﬂﬁaﬁmaﬁ}Hﬁﬁmaﬂ&apnnﬂea&xngnunuumﬂﬂ@Iqarwyecheut ' -
'settlenent-processing unit 504 on the basis of a.signal ‘suppl i ed by the
sett| ement - freec esditigmenitt p&@@esﬁhagapm cm\midxd:lmp;amovmloualtgaal money
“detail ed- st at ement . - and war ni ng-i nformati on- generating unit 506 supplies an.
approval S|@nab10moaadus&ﬁpm@mab amgaahed Rf0NGEAN t0Bf dabairkstand a
warning to the-transmtting unit 507. The transmtting unit 507 transmts a
si gnal gene&ahedebychaegagpbgvalhd&gaggh% %gr$&gﬂal,sqﬁtgglﬁgne§tatenent
~and war ni ng- i'nformation-generating uni't 6 to .

dep081ted in the card company in advance among the

: record-produc1ng company, the rental'company and others.
‘The settlement-processing unit 504 carries out fee

settlement-prccessing based on a signal received from the

R request~determining unit. 502. The sectlement-pfdcess—
determining unic 505 forms a judgmeﬁt as to whether or
'hot processihé haé.been carried out normally'by the
settlemenc-processing upit 504 on the basis of a signal
sdpplied by the éettlement—processing dnit 504.

The approval/disapprovalasignal,.detailed~$tatement
‘and warning-information-generating unit 506 supplies an |
approval sféhal or a disapproval signal, idformatiqn cn.
details and‘a.warning cp the transmitting unit_Sd?-

The-tfansmicting unit 507 transmics a signal
generated by the approval/disapproval-signal, detailed-
statément and warning-informatioﬁ-generating.unit SDS_to
‘the ucer terminal by way of the Internet.

dAs shown in Fig. 15, the post office 6 comprises a

bar-code input unit 601,.a_storage unit 602, a search
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the -user- termninal “by-way of the Internet. As shown in Fig. 15, the post ,
office 6 conprises a bar-code input unit 601, a storage uni t 602, a’seatch::
37 22 June 2005 unit. 603, “a rental-peri od-processing uni42 Bme 2096 :
~overdue-deternining unit 605, -a return-infornmation- generating unit 606, a. -
purchase-i-nf ormati on-generating unit 607 and.a transm tting unit 608 and a’ -
control unit 609. The bar-code i nput “unit 601 reads in a bar code prlnted
on a.package of -a rented content to be shown |ater. The bar code includes
typically a user ID and a content.I.D (or a nusic ID) The storage unit 602
1s used - for storing user IDs and content |Ds (of music IDs). The search’
unit 603. saarcthem 3 hea stortagle pavtodQ2rodemsimgiserid Blnd aa content |1 D.
based on a signal received. fromthe bar-code input unit 601, extractlng -
‘the user- Iavmdmmmng Rif o dshe stmrnge Uniffori@iddf- t he user- I D
and the content ID that correspond to the signal received fromthe bar- COdef

input unit AQl.do N Existedd 4 MRS A0S diYinb02n i@ dsseringD and. the
“content ID” which are |ncluded in the bar code are stored in the storage

uni t* 602 algng wdh dd %t@a&%ﬁﬁn@ A A AR UBodtr aheid be noted:
that in case a rental -

| 609.

| The bar;abde input unit 6011raads in a bar code
 p:intea on a'ﬁadkagevof:axreﬁtéd'content to be shown
‘later. Thé bar éddé includes tyPically a user ID and a .
Cantent,in-(br‘a.music IDj. The storage.unit 602 is usedt
for storing user Iﬁs.and content IDs {or music IDs).

- The searcﬂ unit éo3tsearcheé the storage unit 602
fbr a-user‘ID and a cantent ID based on a signal réceivéd
from the barFCOda input unit 601, extracting the user ID
and the coatént ID‘from the-stofaga unit 602. If the-user
ID and the content ID that correspond to the signal
feceived froﬁ,the bar-code input unit 601 do not exist in

':the storaga“unit 602, the user ID and the.content iD
wﬁich are included in the bar code are stored in the

. storage unit 602 along with a rental date of a storage
medium. |

'It.shOuid_be noted that, in case a rental
_appliéation is made at dead of night, the morning of-the
following day is taken as the rental date. This is

because, while the Internet allows a rental applicatiqn
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appI [ catl onis made at ‘dead of ni ght the m)r ni ng of t he .foI‘-I;o_vvi' ng "'day; is
- taken as the rental date. This is because, while the Interpet allows a’
“rental appl i cation 38 22 June 2005 to be made 24 hours aZ%}WFZa]O?ent ed.-.
content is baS|caIIy delivered by ‘mail during normal working hours.. |f a
rent al application is-nade on a Satur day .or. Sunday, the follow ng Mnday:"

is taken as the rental date. However, a special. dellvery is.an exception:
‘The rental - perlod processi ng uni-t 604 processes a rental perlod ‘based on. a
rental - date of a storage medi um . extracted by the search unit 603. The

‘over due- detetrm ni n unit 3_15 forms_a judgment as to whether or not a .-
returned st orads FERUMY SVt dudaYon & FeHEed £ BF R P ridic bR LAdsul t
“produced by the rental - -period -processing unit 604. To put-it in det ail,
“the over due“fdtidhes Ry dRil eby ifg famrad siogkding dors - If a

ret ur n-information- generating unit 606 if .the outconme of  the j udgnent
i ndi cates t F&RteHe apetldicrdd ot dragedeedinum Sadurdieyower duadalf, the outcone
-of the judgnent indicates that the returned storage nediumis overdué, on
the other Hsddowing dweddue-idettakmsmiasg thri treb®a lodipet. S movsegétaj ato the:
purchase-i nformati on-generating unit 607. Typically, the.

over due- det spmclilamgdenutve&% iG:0 lafa exclehe isnnber - of days starti ng vmth t he
rental date. and _ ‘

: ' The_rentalwperlodeproce331ng un;t 604 processes a .

 rental period based on a rental daté_of-a storage medium a_

extractéd by the:search unit 603.

The overdue-determining unit 605 forms a judgment

.Qaa'tp whethar or not a returned storage ﬁedium is overdue
‘on the basis of a pfdcessiag'result produééd by the
?én;ai-period-procassing unit.604. To put it in detail,a
thé overdue;determiaing anit 605 outputs a signal to the.
retura—information—gameratiﬁg'unitf606 if the outcome of
‘the judgment_indiaatesthat the returnad storage.medium

is not overdue. If the ouﬁcome of the judgment indicates
 that the returned storage medium is overdue, on the other
hand,.the overdue-determining unit 605 outputs a signal

to the purchase-information-generating unit 607.

Typicaliy, the overdue—deterﬁining unit 6G5 couﬁts
the”number of days starting with the rental date and
éndiag with today. If the number.éf days is smaller‘than

'B,Vthe overdue-datermining unit 605 determineé that the

‘storage medium is not overdue yet. ' If the number of days
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Hendlng mnth t oday. |f the nunber “6f days is snaller than: 8, the-
overdue-determ ning unit 605 deternines that the storage gﬁdiun]is not
‘overdue yet. |f the nunber of :days 39 22 .June 2005 is gr n 8, on
~thé other hand, the overdue déterminiing unit 605 deternines that the
‘st-orage. nediun1 is already overdue...-The. return-information- generatlng unict
606 generates return information based on a signal received fromthe:: o
¢overdue deternining unit 605 and supplies the return information to the
‘transmitting unit 608. The return-information is information for |nforn1ng
"the rental server 4 that the rented content has been returned. The

" pur chase-i nf'ot r?aﬁeiaoq?lbe%%tq'ng’%rﬁb(e UPerydrierdat e PVERESE -i nf or mat i on

based on a sjgnal received fromthe overdue-determining unit 605 and
suppl.ies ttu?é%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁglqﬁ%ﬁrﬁﬁﬁ(ﬂ?ﬁ3¥mﬂﬂ?ﬁrﬁhﬁﬂnQHarﬁ}qmmmﬁ 6ediufihe

- purchase informatioon is infornation for .informng the rental server 4 that:
- the wuser . 1 §ﬁ0@h¥eqﬁxwﬂﬂﬁ#ﬂw3Karented content. The transhitting unit’ 608.
. transmits the return information or the purchase information received: :
“thereby ‘to the reﬁhalrsenvaF1ﬁfofhet¢ontgeheﬂﬂtin§09ncon$m@|s t he unlts
_enployed |n the post office 6. Fig. 16 is a flowchart used for explaining-
generates return 1nformat10n based on a. signal received
from the everdue—determining unit 655 and supplies the.
"return~iﬁfofmetiqﬁ‘tolthe'ffdnSmitting unit 608. The
return information ie-iﬁfefmétien for informing the
rental server 4 thaﬁ the rented content has been returnea}
“The purehése-information-generating unit 607
generatee purehaee inforﬁation based on a signel received
from the overdﬁe—éete;minihg unit 605 and supplies the
purchése.informaticn.to the transmitting unit 608. The
pﬁrcﬁaSe information'ie inforﬁation for informing the’
rental server 4 thatlthe ueer.lrshould_purchase the
reﬁted content.
The Eiansmiteing unit 608 transmits the return
information or the purchase information received thereby
-to the rental serﬁer.4. The control unit 609 controls the
‘units emﬁloyed in the post officeﬂG;
Fig. iﬁ.is a flowchart used'for explaining
processingrcarried eut by the user terminal.

The flowchart begins.with'a step 5101 at which the

' request-determining unit 105 forms a judgment as to
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" processing carried out by the usér terninal The flowchart begins with.a :

sistep 5101 at- which the request det'ermi ning unit 105 forms a judgment as to

~40 22 June 2005 whether or not a request for a connecti @R JuBeABS service
.provider 2 has been made. If such a request has been made, the flow of the .
processi ng goes on to a step 'S102-at - which the request-signal-generating

~uni't 106 generates a request - signhal and transmits the signal to the -
'service -provider 2 by way of the transnmitting unit 111. Then, -at the next

 step $103, nmusi c-rel ated -information according to the request si gnal -

~transmitted -at the step $102 is received by the receiving unit 101 - and
- processed byhﬁﬁ@edi§ﬁl&?tcénﬁﬁapeﬁﬁlﬁoroz FQHBQCtQQPpEP thet Berwispl ay unit
-103. Subsequently, at the next step $104, the request "determining unit.105
forms ajudgmentdas £o halsebleen g denot Ihusiichr el acades hf basebéom hadebeen
~selected. If- nusic-related- i nf.or mati on has been sel ected, the f 1 ow of the
. processing. ghesf@nwtofathbepr$&@5sahgm@beh bheto a step S102 at ‘
request ed-musi c-rel ated-i nformati on-generating unit 107 ‘generates a S|gnal
represent i nghtiba taqueehedsﬁusugnanebaheﬁatmﬁgrﬁﬁ&tomoangeﬁéﬁﬂﬁehta t he

~signal to the service provider 2 by way of the transnitting unit 111.
K Then_:at tthaﬁéthEQBnéioﬁndtB@aﬁ@ﬂﬂ@§tgﬁenH§bﬁal to the service
prOV1der 2 by way of the transmlttlng unlt 111

Then, et the nexttstep 5103, music-related
information eccoréihg.toethe3request signal transmitted_
at the step 5102 is received bf the receiving unit,lOl
Iand proceesed byfthe diepiay control unit 102 tO'be-
output to the dieplay.ﬁnit 103.'

Subsegueﬁtiy, at the next step S104, the request;g
determining unit 105 forms a judgment as te whether_or
notjmusic;related'iﬁformatien has been selected._ if
music-related informatien has been selected, the flow of
‘the processihg gees on to e step 8105 at which the
reduested-ﬁﬁeieefelated—information-generating unit 107
generates a‘siggal representing the requested music-
related information and eransmits the signal to'tﬁe_
serﬁice'proeider 2 by way of the transmitting uniﬁ 111.

Tﬁen, at the next steé S106, the requeetéd music-
réiated information is received by the receiving unit 101
from the coﬁtent provider 3 and processed by the-display

éontrol unit 102 to be output to the display unit 163.
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’related'ihfornatioh°isarebeived“by'the”feceinng'unif”ldi':frdh1thereonfeht_'
provi der -3 and. processed by the display -control unit 10%%%? nggtput to
the display unit 103. 41 22 June 2005 Subsequently, -at t4ie" € tep 5107,

'ethe request deternlnlng unit 105 forms a judgment-as to whether or not' a
~rental request has been made. |f ‘& rental request . has been made, the flow .
- of the processing goes on to a  step 5108 at whi.ch the . -
request-signal-generating unit 106 .generates a request 5|gnal and
‘transmits.the. S|gnal ‘0 - the .content provider 3 by.way of the transnlttlng ,
-Vunlt 111 Then, at the next step 5109, hone-page infornati-on is received .
“byt he receiving ufPPSEGLeREoMYt A& F@ﬁt&ﬁxtséFﬁﬁrSloandtb?o€e§EEEtby the
~display control :unit 102 to: be - output to the display unit 103. This
“home- page |4ﬁﬁﬁ§ﬁ34%ﬂ9|Q§1ﬁoﬁéﬁbébeﬂﬁ%ﬁ&HIRQHMﬂmtu@édtbowhembpkaymng ‘a
t op- page screen, Subsequently, "at the next step 5110, the request-
- det er m ni'ng ARl t2 1B tadr meqal sjstd dreentbees adshet héraorenbal tégueper at | on
~uni't-104. has been operated to catalog a new user. |f an. operation has
. been oper.at éhs dexat aladg,a theeWlosenf tthe fplr@\aeefsmbegpéeceﬁsmgagoes onto
a step Sill at which theé user-catal ogi ng-request-infornmation and ‘
user-lnforw&Memmsg@meeatMmgcunmhelQ%q@%&QL%hgﬁauSgéneratlng unit 106
generates a request_slgnal and transmits the 51gna1 to
the conteﬁtepfovider_3 by way of the transmitting unit
111.
Then, at the next step S109, homeépege informatidn
'is-received by the receiving unit*lOl from the rentai-
server 4 and processed by the display- control unlt 102 tol
be output to’ the display unit 103. 'This home—page
information is home-page information used for displaying
a top-page screen.
SubSequently,-at.the next step 8110, the reguest-
determining unit 105 forms a judgment as to whether or
not the opeietion unit 104 hes been-operated to catalog a
" new user. If an operation has been operated to Eatalog a
new user, the flow of the processing goes on to a step
V'Slll at which the user-cataloging-request-information and
user-information-generating unit 108 generates user-
catalgging-request information and transmits the

information to the rental server 4 by way of the

transmitting unit 111.
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-~ cat al ogi.ng- request'infOrnation'and'transnffs the  informati.on to the rental
~server 4 by way of the ‘transmitting unit 111. 42 22 June 2005 Then, a
“the next step 5112, hone-page information is received byz?h@"989@5V|ng un|t
101 fromthe rental . server 4 and processed by the: dlsplay control unit- 102
~to  be output to the dlsplay uni.t 103. Thi's hone-page information.is
- hone- page lnfornatlon used for di spl aying- a user- cataloglng screen
‘Subsequently, at' the next step 5113, the user--
-‘cat al ogi ng- request-lnfornatlon and user-information- generatlng uni t 108
-generates user |nf [mation ﬁg ‘transnits: thg i'nformation, to the rental -
‘server 4 by way Fhe #Fa i PEFhg°GRPt 5144, FRBA; page FRIERItERp 5114,
- hone- page |nfornat|on is received by the receiving unit 101 fromthe
rental ser&érr@°§ﬁaeﬁr8€é§§€drﬁfeHWén§’§ﬁﬁéy1@én€F8W &het repdato  be |
“output to the display unit 103. This hone-page information is honme-page
|nfornatlonsﬁ§€GITéra&ﬁs@F@Vﬁﬁ@edabgbﬂééndéﬁpﬁéﬁtépnééﬁélPpéﬁslo2 tO -
Subsequently, at the next step 5115, the rental- '
~condi tion- |hﬁopﬁﬁpu@ntgeméﬁaﬁuﬁglamlmn1@91géner®hes hmméﬂmaaalon on renta
conditions and transmits the information to the rental server 4 by way of
the: _ n 1nformat10n is home-page 1nformat10n used for dlsplaylng

a user-cataloglng screen.

. Subsequently, atrthe‘ﬁext'step 5113, the'usér-

cataloging-request-information and iuser-information-

generating unit 108 generates user information and

-tr;nsmits the infbrmation to the rental sexrver 4 by way.
of the fraﬁsmitting unit 111.

Then;aaé the next step S114, home-pageViﬁformation
is recei&ed by-the-receiving unit 101 froﬁ the.reﬁtal
server 4 and probeséed byithe_dispiay'cbntrol unit 102 to
‘be ocutput to thé diéplay unit. 103. This home-page
information is home-page iﬁformatibn used for displaying
a screeﬁ of Tental éonditions.

Subsequently, at thé next step SilS, the rental-

‘ éondition-information—generating unit 109 generates
informatiqn én rental_conditioﬁs and tfansmits the
iﬁformation.to the rental server 4 by way of the
t;ansmitting unit 111. |

Thén, aﬁ the nekt'step SliG,_rental-condition-

setting verification information is received by the
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“transnitting unlt 111 Then,. at the next step 5116 rental -conditi on-
“setting verification: |nfornat|on i's recelved by ‘the-, 43 22 June_- 2005
‘receiving unit 101 fromthe rental server 4 and processed? ¥ea985di spl ay . -
- cohtrol unit 102 to be output to the display unit 103. Subsequently, .at
“the next step.-5117,. the-request- determining unit 105 forns a judgnent as.
- _to-whether or  not the operation unit 104 has been operated by the user- 1
‘to purchase the rented content. |f the operation unit 104 has been '
f“operated to purchase.the rented content, the flow. of the processing goes
-on to a step 5118 .at which  the purchase request - i nf or mati_on- generating -
unit 110 g&F&EFATER P itdiaddlr 08s tthenfamtatli SR TARY fr aRSnPrecERged.
‘information_to the rental server 4 by way of the transmitting unit 111,
Then, at t h&Yndke §ﬂé@1§¥1@°n&r§étPméﬁeﬁpzaﬁﬁr@#aPUt§P§n§P ﬁberecelved_by
-the'rece|V|ng unit 101.fromthe . billing server 5 and processed by the
.di splay confAgplayniumit02030 be output .to the display unit 103. Wen the -
'settlenent ‘approval signal is received, a detailed-information signal is
recei ved by the resebveagentuhyf aﬂltmeomexhesbepl$ng75etwerréhuﬁmﬁ;processed_
by the display control unit 102 to be output. to the display unit o
dete;mlnlng unit .105 forms a judgment as to whether or

not‘theioperatien'uﬁit.104-has beeﬁ opereted by:the ﬁeef;_
-1 ee_pﬁrchase the rented coﬁtént;. If‘tHE'Qpefatien unit
104 hasfﬁeeﬁeperateé to-purchase the rehtea content;'the'
flow_of'the-prpceesing goes on to a step S118 at Which
. fheepuichesejrequest@iﬁformatiOanenerating uﬁit_llO
genefates éufehaee-request inﬁormatioe and.trensmits the
'inforﬁationjto the rental server 4 by way of the
':tfanémittiﬁg,upit'lll.

Theh, eﬁ.the next‘step 5119,_3 settlemeﬂt approval
signal.ie received by the receiving unit 161 from the
billing‘server 5 and proeeesed by the display cbﬁtrel
unit 102,t6'be,output'to the display unit 103.

When the settlement approvalrsignal is received, a

7 detailed-information signal is.received by the receiving
ﬁnit 101 from the-billing server 5 and processed by the
display control unit-102 to be eutput to the diSblay uﬁit
103 at a step S120. | |

If the received settlement approval signal is‘a

"disapproval signal, on the other hand, a warning is
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1103 at  a step $120." 1 f-the. received-settlenment. approval signal is a
'dlsapproval ‘si‘gnal, on t he other hand, a warning.i's- 44 22. June 2005
‘received by the receiving unit 101 from the:billing ser\?@rJUBea?ﬁﬁ5processed:
by the dlsplay control unit 102 to be output ‘to the di splay uniit 103 at a" . -
.step 121. Subsequently, the f|OM/Of ‘the processing goes to a "step $122° to '
forma judgment as to whet her or-not a . termination comand has been. *
received. |f a term nation conmend has been received, the processi ng is -
~ended. If "a.ternination command has not.been received, on the other —hand; "
the flow of the- processing goes back. to the step '$101. Fig. 17is a - .~
flowchart useaFdigredey di rrpcqintes simig- clelrr |fe@mwﬂ1eb@ltlhen9erw ce
~provider 2. The flowchart begins with a step 5201 at which the -
‘request - det eraivEMG Eid MROR sorets by jthdgrEdplay contwbeat lnelitorlonot:oa ; _
[request si gnal- has been received from the user fernminal. If such a request_
si gnal has. htaaemuupememoed;het ket sfidlew afnitthe opr eeessSishgpgaes .on to a step . -
S202 . at -which the nusic-rel ated-informtion-generating unit 204 generates -
‘nusic-rel ated infogaBkkgieabdy, t ERASALEG bheth@fgfa@éwfhéogéek@ t'@eé
ternlnal by way of the transntttlng unit 206.

step 8122 to form a judgment as to- whether or.not a

termlnation_command has been received.  If a termination
.command "has been received, the processing is ended. If a

‘termination command has not been received, on. the othex

hand, the flow of the proceseing goeS‘back'torthe step
¥8101. : - - ) S
F;Q. 17 is a flowchart-ﬁsed for exﬁlaiﬁing
'_pfoeeseihg earried'out by the service profider 2.
~ The flowchart begins with a step 5201 at which the
-feQuesﬁ-deterﬁining.unit 202 forms a judgmeﬁt as to
”4Whether or not a request signal has been_reeeived ffom'
‘the user tefﬁinal. If sucﬁ a reguest signal has been
feceived,‘ﬁhe flow of the processing goes on to a step
'_5202 at which the music—related-informatien4generating
unie 204'§enerates music-related informatioﬁ and
tfeﬁsmits.therinfermation Lo the user terminal by way of
the tranemitttng uﬁit_206.
Then, at. the next step 5203, the request-
determining unit 202 forms a judgment as'te whether or

- not information related 'to requested music has been
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~Then, -at the hext'Step:8203 the request- deterntnlng unit 202 forms a
judgnment as to mhether'or“ not information related to requested nmusi c has
‘been .45 22 June 2005 received fromthe. user terminal. EQJUHE@Bﬁ&tlon -
retated to requested nusic.: has: been received fromthe user ternlnal t he
fl ow of the. processi-ng goes on: to a step. 5204 ‘at which .the, =
‘request ed- nusi c-rel at ed- |nfornat|on- generatlng uni t- 205 generates ,
~information related to “requested musi ¢ and transnmits: t he information to
‘the. content provider 3 by way. of the transntttlng uni't 206. The f|OMIOf
t he proce55|ng t hen goes on-to a step 5205-to forma judgnent as-to .
“whet her or - fotcel vadk riomttiten usemeratmias beeffr énépymatioh aELQtﬁdnatlon
comand - has been received, the processing is ended. If a ternination
~command has umtretmmsueebemseet Ters fheemotieereiveand rovhehiel aweaf the .
processi ng goes back to the step 5201.. Fig. 18 is. a flowhart used for ..
_.expl aini ng tpnodes), ngheamﬂb@do&u&hmypmmadymﬂwgnbo@eowhdeb 3. sFhe flowchart
. begins Wwth a step 5301 at' which: the .request=-deternining unit 302 forns a
j udgment " as gaw4 W tIMECHO ROt edrule@GRIA @6k s3icdRah akcs ai- RhebFRRIL 9B el at ed -
requested nusic. |If the outcone of the judgnent indicates that: the '

recelVed S'@@@erhilh@fghq%tb@@ 5%|%E%Qes 1nformat10n related to

'“requested music and transmlts the 1nformat10n fo the

.-centent provider 3 by way of the‘transmitting qnit 205,7

The flowhof'the'prdcessing'thengoes on to a step
8205 to form a judgment-as_to whether or not a-.
termination command-has been received. if a termination
goﬁmahd has béeﬁ received, hhe preceeeing.iSiended. If a
eermination_cemmand‘has.hot been received,'on the other;

" hand, the flow.of the probessing goes back to the step
" 5201. |

Fig. 18 is a flowchartrused for explaining
processing-carried out by the content provider 3.

The EiOWChart begins with a step S301 at which the
request-determining unit 302 forme a judgment as. to
whether or not a received-sighal-is information reiated
to requesﬁed music, If ehe eutceme of the judgment
indicates that the received signal is information related
to requested music,:ﬁhe floﬁ of the processing goee on'to
a step_SBDZ at which the requeseed-music-related-

information-generating unit 305 searches for information

46



to requested nusi c, the tlow of the pr ocessing goes on to ‘a step S302.at
~which the requested musi c- related- i nformation-generati ng}chlt 305 .searches:
~for Ji nformati.on ‘46 22 June 2005 related to requested nusiZcUNTHER? at. the
~next step S303, .the requested-musi.c-related-infornation- generatr ng .unit
7305 transmts t he information related to the requested - nusic to t he user
“terminal by way of the transm.tting unit 308. Subsequently, at -the next
-_.step 5304, the request - determ ning uniit 302 forns a judgnent as t.o whet her
‘or ~not a received signal is a request signal . |If the outconme of, the
: judgrrent i ndi cates. that the received signal is a request si gnalj the row
- of ‘the processiHFYdes EENS B M °330508P - wAFchhehaext step S303,
__rent al -request -generating unit 307 ' generates a.rental request (i nforrratr oni
related to trl’eeql}"e%?tuéc*trﬂﬁislﬂbl)s%dfetlraéﬁsimlﬁotﬂﬁ@trl@@ugwetr@ttlhé vajtal
“server 4 by way ‘of .the transmtting unit 308. Then, at the next step 5306,
“the request-30d3etteramsmlrt@ Uriet mzrh@mgpnar]aldgmaoasthteormgeheedor not -a
recei ved srgnal is arental signal. If the outcone of the judgnment . ‘
indicates thrartsthCheored::er weersitgralinad dy went alf shgnalankhettliaw of the
Cpr ocessing goes on to a step 5307 at which the content and addr ti onal
;! nformatr onugtetrmer:aatsr ng unrt 306 generat es content data as
Subsequently, at the next,step 8304, the requese—_

'determining unit“302:forms a-jﬁdgment'as_to‘whether‘or.‘i
- not a received signal:is arrequeet-signalp If the outcbme'

of the judgment indicates that the received signal is a

request signal, the flow of the processing'goes on to a

step S305 at which the rental—request-generating unit 307_
generates a rental-request'(information reiated‘to.

requested music) and‘transmits.the request to the rental

server 4 by way of the-transmitting.unit 308.

Then, at the next step S306, the request-

determining unit 302 forms a judgment as to whether .or

not a received signal is a rental signai. If the_outcome'

of the judgment indicates that the received signal is a

rental signal, the flow of the processing.gees on to a’

step 5307 at which the content and additional-
information-generating unit 306 generates content data as
-well as additional information and transﬁits the centent

data as well as the additional informatiom to the rental

- server 4 by way of the transmitting unit 308.
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‘well as additional information and transmts the content data as well as.
the additional |nfornat|on to. the rental “server 4 by way of the - .
. transnmitting unit 308. 47 22 June 2005 “The flow of ‘the ﬁﬁo@esgDﬁ@ t hen
~goes on to a step S308 to forma judgment as to whether or not a
term nation . comand has been received. |f a termnation ‘conmand has been
received, the processing is ended. If a termination command- has not: been
‘recei'ved, on the other. hand, the flow of the proceSS|ng goes ‘back to the
.Step S301. Filg. 19 is a flomchart used for explai ning . processing carri ed
~out. by the rental server .4 The flowchart begins with a step S401 at which
~the request- deterﬁhalﬁgounof 408 boonesalpgdghentgasston et hetepr not a
.recelved signal is a rental request. If the outcome of the judgnent
indicates tismos he recei wed udsn@mal aiss ta Weritaler’ @GUASE, at he flow of t he
proce55|ng goes on to a step S402 at which the home-page- =

i nformat i on<geRAmaliRG oinah) HGENBeahes kergopager i af 0& FRLA 00 diged for
'-dlsplaylng a screen showing a top page and transmits the information to’

_:fthe user. . t elddmtahad Qﬁsw%ﬁeﬁfr%@%lk%ans%hbtSQQcQ@%Enélgs Ihapg . atyfhe next
step. 8403 the request- deternmining unit 4

Qr_-i s termination command has not been rece;ved,‘on the other
‘hand, the-fléw:of the proéessing goés badk_;o the.step-
5361. . . , o -

| Fig; 19 is é.flowchart used for explaining
'-proce551ng carrled out by tﬁe rental server 4.
The flowchart begins with a step 5401 at which the
-request—determlqlng unit 403 forms a Jﬁdgment as:to
whether or nbt-a receivéd signal is a rental réduéét. If
the outcome of the judgment indicates that the réCeivea
‘éignal is a rental requéét, the flow of thé processing_
gbés on to a Step 5402 at which the home-page;
information-éenerating uhiﬁ 404 éehérétes hdme-page
'informatioﬂ-ﬁsed for displaying a screen'showing a top
page and transmits the information-to'thé user terminal
7 by way of the transmitting'unit 410.
.Then, at the next step 5403. the request-
' -determining unit 403 forms a judg@eht aslto whether or
not a'récéived signal is user—catalpging—requést
information. If the butcéme of the'judgment indicates

that the received signal is'userﬁcataloging-request
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~hot a received: signal "is .user-catal ogi-ng-request - informati on 1f: the
~outcome of the judgnent indicates -that the recei ved si gnal: , -

- user-cat al ogi ng-request. 48 22 June 2005 i'nformati on, thé22fJLmlw2@D5t he
processing goes on-to.a step” S404 at whi ch the :

--home- page-i nf ormation-generating unit - 404 gener-at es horre page i nformati on
-'used. for displaying a user-cataloging screen and transnits the informati on'
"to " the user terninal by way. of the transnmitting unit 410. Subsequent ly,

“the next step 5405, user . information is received by the receiving unit 401 Do

- from the user:termnal, -identified by the request-determning - uni t 403"
-and -stored |hn¥%§“%¥b¢lagetlﬁmlf1%20fl\@@ prRceseiredost ap 5406, dtep
home-page- information-transnmitting unit 404 generates hone-page .
“information ¥4 4brwitisipl @lyé ripree g el rclondid § oom Spereera t iand driansni ts

the information to the user termnal by way of the transmttlng uni t 410
-Subsequent I %Oatgemm Tednep- DY, i Ritned t i contidd aibd fiespTRliary IS

. received by the receiving unit 401, verified by the request-determ ning

“uni t-. 403 t 0 teer rental ofiandliddared ot retdrhand- Pl RE e ithe dee- -
processing unit 405. Next, at the next .step $408, the fee- processi ng uni t
~405 pr ocessesd@ J&;er hﬂaﬁ:@ﬁrﬁﬂ tlﬁﬁ v}'a@moaﬁ thH'CHrtérFH?nlttlng unit 410.

Subsequently,.at the next step 5405, user
.information:is_réceive@.by the receiviﬁg uni£ 401 from
" the use?'ﬁérminalf-identified by the_réqueéﬁldeterminiﬁg;
unit_403 and_sto;ed in the storage unit 402.

Next, at thé'neXt_step S40é, the home -page-

' informétionjtraﬁsmitting unit 404 geﬁerates-héﬁéjpage
information used;for dispiaying~a fentai-coﬁditioh scfeen
:ahd traﬁsmits the ihfofmatibn to tﬁe user terminal by way

of ?he trénsmittiné unit 410. | | |

Subsequently, at.the next stép S407, rental-
condition iﬁformation is réceived-by the receiving unit-
401} verifféa by the request-determining.unit 403 to be
rental-condition information”aﬁd.supblied to the‘fee—

- processing unit 405.

Next,.at the next step S408, the feeiprocessing
unit 405 processes a'fee based on the rental-condition
information reéeived thereby ahd_transmits rental -
_cohdition—setting information to the ﬁser te;minal by way

of the transmitting unit 410.
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i nformatlon recei ved thereby and transmts rental condltlon setti ng o
information to the user terninal by way of the transmitting unit 410. 49

.22 June 2005 Subsequently, -at the next step 5409, the. ré’éub@@zaﬁﬁ erm ni ng

unit 403 forns -a judgnment as to whether or not a received si gnal-
- pur chase request’ infor mation. |f. the outcome of ‘the judgrrent |nd|_cat es

that the recei ved s‘ignal' IS purchase request information, -the flow of -th'e- co

processing goes on to a step S410 at which the requested-

‘content-1D-generating unit 406 generates the I'D of a requested content and

‘transnmits the IDto the content .provider 3 by way of the transmtting unit
©410. Next, at- the'ﬁé’vptse@t“@&télllatt ﬁéler@@&ésts-te@etsétoﬁl nithg @sanes403 forms a
N udgment as to whether- or not a received signal is content data- and

addi tional - $HFOMWERIH Un¥t (48 dinmomes o:i‘udgtreal}m@am wheditoat et hat the"i'-

~received signal is content data. and additional - information, the flow of
~the processimt goaeamived sigrep 5 imthadd ofedueest information. If
'medl a-sel ection-recording unit 407 selects a storage nedi um-on the basi-s
‘of the rentalhe cordidneomfi nfar natdgaermnd n@Eceds e © YHL e cdaivadonto  the
sel ect ed: storage nedi um Subsequently, at the next step.5413, the lyrics
and-- rressageu,tynaltlmg pﬂ&ldha%rwqw&s& |1Y1rﬂof§:§uat§oli@sﬁﬁ&e f@'&ﬂ: of the
-'proce331ng goes on to a step 8410 at whlch the requested—
content ID- generatlng unit 406 generates ‘the ID-of a
'-requested content. and transmlts the 1D te the content
.proylder;Brby way of the transmitting unit 410.
ﬁeXt at the next step S411 the request-'.
"'determlnlng unlt 403 forms a. judgment as to whether- or
'“not_a-recelved'31gnairls content data and additional
infermationt If.the outcome of.the ju&gment'indicates
_that the receivedtsignal is”content'aata.and additicnal
informetion[ the flow of the processiﬁg goes on to a step
'S4lz-at.which the media—seiection-recording unit 407
seiects a_sterage medium on the basis of the rental-
condition icfbrmation and :ecordS-the content data octc
"the selected storage medium.
Subsequently, at the next step 5413; the,lyrics and
message-printing unit 408 prints iyrics; a message and
the address of the destination, which are based on the
rental-condition information and the additional |

information, on a package,specially provided for the
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»the address .of the desti-hati on, which are based on-the rental-condition
inforration and the additional- i nformation, on a package specially
_-provided for-the 50 22 June 2005 . storage nedium Next, &2 Juhe2AeXt st ep
~S414, information including a user 1D, -a content ID and a rental - date is -
stored in the storage unit 402.. Subsequently, at the next step $415, the
sett| ement-information-generating unit 409 generates. .settlement o _
~information for settling a rental fee - and transnits the information to the s
ubllllng server.5 by way of the transm-tting unit 410. Next, at the next - _
'step 5416, the request- determ ning unit: 403 forns a judgnent as. to whether .-
or.. not a reggioyedShdahg s return information transmitted by the post
office 6. -If the outcone of the judgment .indicates that the received =
-S|gnal is-return.in tipn,, .t I f progessi oes to a step L
5417at . which the ég%??e%gn he %?%a Mé %%ggfa I%%r%%F ob“cg e?%tes -

: settlenent i nformatiqn for dipg_a dep05|t ‘and - transmits the
‘information fo k& Bi V|In50£g g &g B?d fay °Bf 2thE2FFakEnfEPFRE &ﬁlt 410

“Next, at the. Bext step ' $418, the request- deterntnlng unlt 403 forns a
judgnent as F eWi&PRaFeoHnit’ 402 TR R

Subsequently, at the next step S415 the

Settlemeht-information-generating unit 409 generates

settlement information for settling a rental fee and

transmits the information to the billing server 5 by way

of the transmitting unit'410{

| Next, at the nextrstep-s416fithe request -
detefmining unit 403 forms a judgment as to whethér_or
not a received signal is retﬁrn informatioﬁ transmitted
by the post office 6. If-the'eutcome of the jﬁdgment
,indieates that the received siénal-is-return information,
the flow of the proceseing goes on to a:step S41§-at 

which the settlement—informatioﬁ-generating unit 409

h generates settlement informatien for.refunding'a deposit
and transﬁits'the information ho the billing.server 5 by
way of_the transmitting unit 410. |
| .Next, at the-ﬁext step'8418,,the requeet-
determining unit 403 forms a judgment as to ﬁhether or
not a received signal is purchase information. If the
houtcome of the judgment indicates that the-received

signal is purchase informatipn, the flow of the
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“not: a. recelved signal’ i.s" purchase |nfornat|on | f the “outcone of the. i
_judgnent ‘indicates that the received signal i's purchase information, .the - :
“flow of ‘the-51 22 June 2005 -processi.ng.goes on to a ste@295m92§@5mh|ch the»,ﬂ
“set't ' ement - i nf or mati on- generatlng uni t--409- generates settlement. - -
~informatioen for apportioning a deposit-and ‘transmits the information to
-the- b||||ng server 5 by way- of the transnlttlng unit 410. The f|OM/Of t he
:-processing then goes on to a step $420-to form a judghment as-to whether. or
not “a termination conmand has been received. If a termnation conmand has’
been recelved the processing is ended. If "a- ternination conmand: has not =

" béen receive 0 I a A | Quy.Qf . _t.h rQc S|ng goes back to -
“the step - $4%fo SSQ%fbgpgsao Ig%chagﬁ %'% a&eib aﬁhﬁﬁb processing -
‘carried-out b t] sery The fl.owchar.t b ins with a step S501 .
“at vhi ch the % Qeéﬂsntdéf%%mﬁ. RGP oR8s P AL (A HBRE 2 o vihet her
‘or- not the received signal is settlenent i nformation used for settling a
_rental fee. FFtFH€mGBGt&8ﬁ8rEFtﬂHE jﬁ&gﬁ@ﬁ?rtﬁ8P&&€e§ eRestife 2¢cei ved
.signal is- settlenent information-used for settling a rental fee, the flow -
-Of the proce§§aﬁ§m§6§stbﬁ ggf3r§s§5on to. the billing server 5 by way

of the transmlttlng unlt ‘410.
The flow_of‘the_processiné‘theﬁ goes on to a stépff
'T‘S420‘to fprm;a judéﬁent_as to'ﬁhether or'notrs 
'terminétion commahe;has beeﬁ teceived: If a terminatien
' cemmahd.hss been.received,tthe processing is ended. .ff a -
terminatioﬁ cbmmasdthas not beeh received,.on the ether'r
lhana, the'floﬁ of tte'preeessing goes back to thetsteb
tS401. | | |
FiQ;Z2Q'is:a floﬁchart used-for explaining
processing-carriedtout by the billihg server 5.

The flowchart begins with a step S501 at which the
request-detetmining unit 502 forms a judgment as.to
whether ot“sot the recelved 51gnal is settlement
information used for settllng-a rental fee. If the

- . outcome of the judgment'indicates that the received
signal is settlement information used for settling a
_ rental fee, the flos of the processing goes on to a step
$502 at which the settlement-proceésing_unit 504 catries
out settiement-processing toepay the rental fee. |

Then, at the next step S503, the settlement- -
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. $502 at mhlch the settlenent- proce55|ng uni't 504 -carries out-settlenent
‘processing to pay the rental fee. Then, at t he next step. $503, the. :
{‘settlenent- 52 22 June 2005. :process- deternlnlng uni 't SOBZhUNﬁﬁﬂgﬁjudgnent~'
as'to ‘whether or not the fee settlement has been conpleted “normally. |f
the outcome of the judgnment indicates that the fee settlement has- been:
-conpl et.ed normal ly, .the flow of the processing goes on to a step. 5504 at
- which the approval/dlsapproval-5|gnal' det ai | ed- staterrent and -
~warni ng-i nf or mati on-generating-uni:t 506 generates an . approval S|gnal and
transmts the approval signal to the user termnal by way of the o
,,transnlttlng unlctss Z v Subse uentlé 5@% %he next step 5505, the
‘ approval/dlsgpprgval SFERAFELHE BPEEd 8RBt 2aAgdgment as to
“war ni ng- |nforﬁatb 8enerat|n unit 506 generates detai | ed- statenent = . -
cinformation. ¥RE T FEN Fi BStthBE fRfoPREFIBAeRE hAE hser remrileiledoy way of
the transmtting unit 507. If the outcome of the judgment indicates that
the fee set PPE%HYwasIﬁmd%heccﬂﬁﬂ@r@% %rwwwdmenhelmmtemanmtthe -
. flow of the processing goes on to a step S506 at which the ' ‘
'IapprovalldlsﬁbﬁréﬁelSetghemenﬂeheﬁlbdenscamphenedandrmally, the flow . ;
- warni ng-information-generating unit 506 generates a di.sapproval - signal and
_transnlts th@fstg@amroce551ng goes on to a step 5504 - at which . the :

_approvel/dlsapproval—81gnal, detalled-statement and
" warning-informationJgenerating unit 506 generates an

approval signal_and trensmits_the approvalusigﬁel to the

user,terhiﬁal by'wayﬂef the trensmittingjﬁnit'567,
Subsequently,'ap:the next sfep S505, the
:approval/disepprovei-signal, detailed-stateﬁeﬁt.and
warningjinformatioh-geeeeating.unit,soé generetes:
detailed—Statementeinforﬁetion and transmiﬁs thee
info:matiohrto the user terminal by wayIOfrtﬁe'
_ transmitting unit 507.

If the outcome of the judgment indicates that the
fee settlement was not completed normally, .on the other
hand, the flow of the proceseing goes on to a step 8506
at which the apbroval/disapproval-signal, detailed-
-sﬁatement end warning—inferﬁation—generating unit 506
genefatesla disapprovel signalrand transmits the signal

L to the user terminel‘by way of the transmitting unit 507.
'Subsequeﬁtiy, at the next step 8507, the | .

approval/disapproval-signal, detailed-statement and
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Jto’the uset terninal by may of the transnlttlng unlt 507. - -Subsequent 1y, “at
~the next .step 5507, the approval/dlsapproval signal, detailed-statenent
~and 563 22 June 2005 . war ni ng-i nf ormation- generating un|t28@6neE@W%nlts a
warri-ng to-the user terninal by way of -t he transnlttlng ‘uni't 507. Then, at -
't he next step S508, the request- . deterntnlng unit 502 forns a j udgrent as
‘to whet her not the: recelved signal is settlengnt information used for
iapportlonlng a.deposit or for- refundlng a dep05|t 1f -.the outcone of the. .
- judgnent. i ndi cates that the recei'ved signal is settlenentrlhfotnatjon_used
- for. -apportioning a depositor for refunding a deposit, the flow of the :

~processing g%ﬁ:n@.@lgt Q.n%oﬁftm%ﬂ:lﬁ%o%en-&}a n?ru% %P%fdsf' C nsml & he out cone of

the judgnment indicates that.t ecei ve i"s settienent. ihf or mati on

~used for ap@%t%h%@hQ% %hdep%%Et e&%ﬁp%ﬁp S|t set eg$nﬂﬁproceSS|ng uni t

- 503 apportions 't eposlte nDne Yot
“i'ndi cates that %h gecelved S|gnal settlenent |nfornat|on used for'
~refunding a s P on the ot her hand t he deposi t- sett| enent - processing

lunlt 503 returns the depOSIt nmoney to the user 1. The flow of the, . S
processing then goesn & t%tatg?e%EXSSibePos5%?ntéhFuHQQEQﬁtas to mhether or

_not a’
) determining unlt 502 forms a judgment as . to whether or

not the received signal-is settlemeht'information‘used
~for apportlonlné a dep051t or for retundlng a dep051t tIf-
‘the outcome of the judgment 1nd1cates that the recelved
' signal is settiement 1nformaelon used.for aeportioningia'
deposit or for refuﬁding a'depoeit, the flow of the
:precessiné goes oh to a-step.SSOB; To be mo?e speeific,
if the outcome_of,the judgment indieates.that the
received signal is settiement-information ueedlfor.
apﬁortioning a'deposit, the1deposit—settlemeht;processing
unit 503 apportions the depesited moneyt If the outcome
" of the judgment indicates that the received 51gna1 is
settlement ;nformatlon used for_refunding,a deposit. on’
: the other hand, the deposit-settlement—proceeeing unit
503_returns the deposit money to the user 1.
The fiow of-the'processing then goes on to a step
8510 to fofm a judgment as to whether or not a
termination command hae_been received. If a termination
command has been redeived;.the.processing.is ended. If a

‘termination command has not been received, on the other
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“ternmination connand has been fecéi ved: 1f.a termnati-on conmand has heen - -
‘received, the proceSS|ng is ended. If ‘a termination command has not been .
received, - on the other 54 .22 June 2005 ‘hand, -the fIOM/OQZHHEGQG@ieSSIng, -
‘goes back to the step 5501. Fig. 21 i's -a flowchart used for explaining "
processing carried out by the post office 6. The flowchart  begins witha .
; step:S601 at which the. .bar-code input unit 601 inputs a bar code. Then, at-
~the hext step S602, the search unit 603 searches the storage unit 602 for
- data matching a user | D.and_a content 1D which are i.ncl'uded in the. |nput
- bar code |If the storage uni't 602 does not include I'Ds  ‘matching

respectively I nd .t whi_ ch. ar |ncI ided in the o
i nput bat Cogtalill %%F|§3°§fg Qﬁe ?géggéﬁﬁgg ggsogacg &5 §§6§ at mhlch' '
‘the user g q t he.i.nput content 1D are stored in the storage unit  602. .
If the storag dnit 602 includes | Ds mateching respectlvely the user ID and
“the content 1D which, are_ |ncluded in the input bar code, on the other .~
‘hand, the flow of THe: p% c%%s?rﬁf%ﬂﬁﬁ?%ﬁlt%@%.%?%pe¥kkﬂﬂ%&HQM|ch the

.~ rental - period-processing unit 604 finds a rental- _peri od.
: processing carrled out by the post office 6.

The flowchart.beglns with a step 8601 at:which the 
bar code 1npht unlt 601 1nputs a ‘bar code .-Then; at the
riext step 3602 the search unit 603 searches the storage
unit 602 for data matChing aruser ID.ahd‘a content IDv

"which'arehinciuaed'in the input'bar codeh3

If the.stdrage.uhit 602 does not include IDe
matchine reepectively:the'user ib ahd‘the cehtent iD
which.are included in the input barrcode, the flow of the
'processingrgoes.oh to a-step S603 at which. the user ID
and the ihpht content ID are storea in the storage unit
602. | |

If the storage unit 602 1ncludee IDs matchlng
respectlvely the user ID and the cohtent ID which are
included in.the input.bar code, on the other hand, the
fiow'of'the proceseing goes on to a step 9604 at which
the rental-beried—processing unit 604 finds a rehtal
perio&t |

Then,fat the next step 5605, the overdue-
determiningﬁuntt 605 forms a judgment as to whether or

not a rented content is overdue on the basis'of_a
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‘Then, -at’ the next ‘step ‘S605, the overdue: deternlnlng Unit 605 forms a .-
_]udgnent as to mhether or not .a rented content is overdue.on the basis of
a 55 22 June 2005 ' processing:resul toutput by the rental 2peHn®d0§f ocessing’

uni-t 604. |f the outcome of the judgnent i ndi cates that the  rented. content,_'

i s not overdue, theflow of the processing - goes on to a step 5606 at -whi ch
the return-information- generating unit 606 generates return |nfornat|on 1
~and transmts the information to the. rental server- 4-by way of the:
transmitting unit 608. | the outcome of the judgnent indicates that the
rented content is overdUe on the other hand, the flow of the processing

-goes on to a &R A6Q7 LAl WQF%% S Ll eneratln -unit
607 generates purchas% in gr mat | o% %%glﬂes%etn@atqh?e %rhg) RGO the
:rental server, @Ih% Ly of ‘the - transnlttlng unit 608. The flow of the .
‘proce55|ng ‘then goes “on: to a step 5608 to forn1a j'udgnent as to whether or

~not a - termnation fngg has been_received. ‘If a-term nation command has
been received, the ﬁ 0 %s?hbc?%eeﬂﬁeﬁhel?ugngEFanQEFBEeEoHﬁﬁﬁdtﬁas not - .

“been received, on.the other hand, the flow of the processi ng goes. back to o
the step 566fnted content is not overdue, the: flow of the processing

goes on to a step 5606 at Wthh the return 1nformat10n-t
generetlng unlt 606 generates-return information end
trahsmlts the 1nformetlon to. tHe rental server 4 by way
~of the transmlttlng unit 6087 If the outcome of the |
judgmenttlndlcates,that the-rented coﬁteht is'overéue, on
1theoother haﬁd;_the'flow'of the proéessing goes on to'a
" step 3607.at.whieh*the pﬁrchase-information-genereting
unit 607.generates purohase'informetion and transmits the
-informetionrto the rentel server 4 by vav of the
transmitting hnit 608.
.The flow of the processihg then‘goes on to a step

8608 to form a judgment as to whether or not a

'termination command has been received. If a termination
command has been received, the proceesing is ended. If a.
'termination-command has not been received, on the other
.hend, the flow of the ﬁrocessing goes back to the step
S601. |
Fig. 22A is-a diagram-showing a typical package for
“packing a storage medium to be sent to the user 1. The

package has typical dimensions such as a height of 23.5
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LfFlg 22N is a’ dlagran1shomnng a typical package for  packing a storage

| “medium:to be sent:to the user 1. The . package has typlcal di mensi ons such 71e”§

“as a height of 23.5 56 22 June 2005 cmand a width of 1222RungBecs ront
~surface of the package di spl ays an addressee 701, a bar code 702 and an .

adverti-sement 703 which is printed on the package -typi-cally for an
enterprise. In-this way, the rental = conpany.is capabl e of redUC|ng the
“transportation cost by collecting a revenue for letting the enterprise
place an advertisement. ln addition, part of the advertisement revenue"
“can also be donated to an environment protection- agency or the like: On

- the side surfacasqgof i aglea er f or at n n.the s .
~provi-ded Thus, thg pacEgég Sgaggbggbpeﬂg% 58?5a§§ﬁ89?§2°k t&Q 8£b?gﬁ8 the:

‘.perforatlon aSs Eg@@ L gbgrﬁgée 'EB%A ?ﬁls %dgja%r homnng a typical

~case i'n mhlch e pac age o a“Shéet aﬁ?parent paper
Rt . . § hde bRIRZER) 68 tasiﬁgcgﬁra‘%i he like: Fig.
23A is a di'agram showi an o ened ackage. The back surface of the 2
~ package i ncl HBscal3ﬁe£8FoﬁﬂaBPEerPgsBSnseI%oF?+%hWWD4 %%% %?%F%%1de 705.
- The user 1 may
S . company is capable of reduc1ng the transportatlon cost by
eollecting a revenue fot ietting the enterprise place an
—advertisementQ -In_additaen} pattdof the advertisement'r
revenue'eaﬁ-also'be-deﬁated'totaﬁﬂenﬁironﬁent protection
agency or the like. ; |
Qn the Side sarfaces of the paekage, perforatidn
&net-showp in the figﬁre_is ptqvided} Thus, the package
can be opened by tearing the paekage along the |
‘perforation as shown in Fig.“zéa.
Fig. 22B is a diagram'shoﬁingla typical case in
. which the'package of Fig. 22A.with & sheet 0f transparent
paper used to wrap the package | The sheet of transparent
paper protects the storage,medlum.and the package against
.moistures; dusts and the'like;
Fig. 23A is a diagram showing an opened package.
The back-surface of the paekage includes a questionnaire
response portion 704 and a bromide 705. The user 1 may
'enter responses to a queetioﬁnaire set by the rental

company to the guestionhaire response portion 704 when

"the user 1 returns the storagermedium} The bromide 705 is
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‘fenter responses to a questronnarre Set - by the rental conpany to the S
"questronnarre response portron 704 when the-user 1 returns t he storage :

- medi.um The ‘broni de .705 is 57 22 June 2005 a. plcture of’ éﬁtMneQQBSdeS|red
“by-the user 1. In addition,  a CD-acconmmpdated in the package has an
original printed surface 706.- Fig. 23Bis a dragrantshomnng_the_rnner
“configuration of an opened package. As shown .in Fig. 23B, inside the

- package, there are a lyrics card 707 and a nessage card 708. ‘At the inner
‘edge of the lyrics-card 707 and:the nessage card 708, perforatron 710 is
- provided so that the. Iyrrcs card 707 and t he -message card 708 can --be

detached fro kage turned. .In ddltlon t he
- package alsog:%2?5g2§ gg awh%thgﬁt%%%E%%g %ﬁ’t%u%éﬁ%rIQEEQb dgﬁgﬁg E&ce
~t-ape 709b and yar at qr 9a on._ the doubl e-face tape .7 en the
,bagkage is fol daf Oﬂgﬁgatﬁ PgthgupﬁﬁgQQSfh?ﬁeaBaEEaﬁénaﬂagelFﬁédfront'
surface thereof the sgparator 709a can be peeled off fromthe double-face
‘'t ape ‘709b tosﬂag?ﬁ th8%-rear surface on the front surface. In this way, the
- package used for .a delive %% of a- storage nedi um can be -used for Teturning =
‘the storage nmedi um¥igg.2 N?saadhﬁ%@lanﬁ%%wmgﬂtﬁem%r surface of the

, package used-for returning the storage nmedium As -
_ conflguratlon of an opened. package As shown in Flg. "23B,

1n51de the paekage, there are a lyrics card 707 and a
' ﬁessage'eard 708. At ﬁhe inner edge of'the lyries card
707 and the message card 708, perforation 710 is provrded -
';so that the lyrlcs card. 707 and the message.card 708 can’
be detached-from the'package_when:the.package is returned.
In addition,‘the paekage,also includes a stick
‘portion 709'which compriseeraedouble-face tape 709b and a
.SEparater 709a‘on the,dOublleaee tape 709b. When the
package is.foided to make the rear surface of the package
face the froat-Surfaee thereof the separator 709a can be
peeled off from the double face tape 709b to paste the
rear surfaee on the front surface. In th1s way,rther
package used fer a delivery of a stOrage_medium ean be
used for returning the storage.medium.
Fig.'24A is_a diagram showing the rear surface of
_the packagerueed f0r.returning the srorage medium. ;As
—ehown ia Fig;a24A,-the rear surfaee includes a window
portion 711.and a‘caution portion 7t2. The window portion

711 is typically a sheet of transparent and thin plastic
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\shomn |n Frg 247, the rear surface |ncludes ‘a mnndom/ portron 711 and a =
caution’ portion 712. The mrndOM/portron 711 i's. typically a sheet -of - -
‘transparent and thin plastic 58 22 June 2005 -so that ‘the22obmeddtsd of the -
‘returned package can be verified through the mnndomrportron 711. The -
“caution” portion 712 shows information such as an-application date, .a
delivery date and a return date. Fig. 24B is a di agram showi ng the front
surface of the package used - for returning the. storage medi um  The front
surface shows an addressee 713 to which the package is to be returned ‘and
an .advertisement - 714. A typical basic chargrng syst'em adopted in the '

ental systemglasesd hotk abgedes Pl aidied ap (8l Lol b sase of a _CD

“al bum Rental basic fee: 600 yen- own yen.(=

R L hztfeeé&%ebf'ete 50y Ty FoPafeimmpgin. 251
~yen (includin the st - nmedj u rice of 100 yen) Deposit: 1,400 yen -
, 5% ﬁﬁ _

dlh the-case' OWﬁ%ﬁﬁ Eﬁ%pf%%ch4eg 9@napp11catlon date,

a dellvery date and a return date.

,Flg 24B 1sra dlagram show1ng the froat surface of -
the package.used for returnlng the storage medium. 'The"
~'front surface shows an addressee 713 to whlch the.package ‘

.1s to be returned and an advertlsement 714.
_A typlcaltbaslc charglng system adopted in the
rental system deseribed_above is explained as follows.
| In the easezof a‘CDtaibum: | |

Rental basic fee: 600 yen -

_Breakdown:
Copyright'fee;'leo yen (= 3,000 x 6/100)
_Transportation fee (delivery.and return):sldo yen

Settlement handllng fee: 9 ven (= 600 yen x 1.5%)

Corporate margin: 251 yenrtineluding the storage
.medrum's price of 100 yen) |

Depositt 1,400 yen

In the case of a CD single:

Rental basic fee: 400 yen

Breakdown:

Copyright fee: 60 yen (= 1, 000 X 6/100)

.Transportatlon fee (dellvery and return):. 100 yen
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TBreakdomn Cbpyrlght fee 60 yen (1,000 x 6/100) ~Transportation fee.:
(delivery and return): 100 yen ;59 22 June 2005 Settlenent handllng fee: 3

~yen: (= 400.yen x 1.5% Cor por at e margi n: 237 yen ' (|ncludﬁn@neﬁ§0@torage '
nedi um's prlce of 100 .yen) Deposit: 500 yen I'n the_case of .typically 10

'Tbest hits: Rental basic fee: 1,000 yen breakdown: - Copyright: fee- charged

by SIngIes 60 yen x 10 1,000 x 6/100)_Transportat|on fee (delivery and

~retdrn): 160 yen Settlement handl i ng ‘fee:* 17 yen (= 1,100 yen - x 1.59%9 -
‘Corporate margin: 323 yen (i ncl udi ng the storage ~medium s pri-ce of 100 _

yen) Deposi t: 1, 500 yen Optional fees: El ectroni c. music box: 300 yen <

| evel prlntlng 300 Ves en Bronlde 200 yen ‘Speci al
_ dellvery 360 yen _SX%@Iemen%agandglng ‘( .yen x 1. 5%)

_ Corporate margln 237 yen (1nclud1ng the storage
medlum s prlce of 100 yen)
'-Dep051t 500 yen
In the case of typlcally 10 hest hlts
Rental ba51c fee 1, 000 yen |

Breakddwn:f.'

CopYright fee.eharged,by singles:'SO'yen x 10 (=
1,000 x 6/100) - .
Tfanepo:tation_fee (deiivery and return)f 160 Yeh

Settlement handling fee: 17 yen (= 1,100 yen x

5_ 1.5%)
| .'Corporate‘maféiﬁ; 323 jen.fiacluding the storage
medium's'price of 100 yea)e
Depoeit: 1,500 yeh

Optional fees:

Electronicamusic box: 300-yen
CD level priﬁtiag: 300 yen
'MesSage:-200 yen o
Bromide; 200 yen.
_Séecial delivery: 360 yen.
Speeiai date (Sunday):7200 yven
RegiStefed parcel: 440.yen

In the case of purchasing a rented content at a
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'-Specral date (Sunday) 200'yen"Registered parcel: 440 yen In the case of |
~purchasing ‘a rented content at -a. 60 22 June 2005 .basi-c price: A bum 600 - °
yen + 1,400 yen = 2,000 yen. Single: 400 yen +-500 yen 968 Jea 2% of 10 .
- pieces of nusic:. 1,000 yen '+ 1,500 yen 2,500 yen As described above, the.
. basic rental fee of a rented content 1s. Iomer t han-the conventional =~
~pur'chasi ng prlce of the.medium It -should be. noted that the basic rental
~fee of an MD(Mni Disc) used as a rented content: “i's the sanme ‘as the basic

"fee of a CD. In addition, in the case. of purchasing a rented content, 1. 59657‘

“of the deposrt noney is pard to the fee- settlenent conpany and-the rest is
apportloned Q%gwee@rlkge rent.al conpany and the record produci ng conpany.
"~ The noney apportloned ‘to the record- produ0|ng company ‘is  further.

~apportioned to arti pr ciion, o r ords an other rel ated parties.
It shoul d be noted ? B! gchtﬁ%rne% h¥the™ rgnPBP ¥Y8B, the revenue of

t he copyrrght own re r than a rofit gained fromthe cOnventronaI-:
CD sales In the caée tg %@% , 8 ven f'9Q° yen . - : R

Mix of 10 pleces.of music: ‘1, 000 yen + 1, 500 yen ;
2,de.yen i |
As'deecribed-above “the bas1c rental fee of a
rented content is- lower than the.conventlonal purcha51ng
‘prlce'of the medium. _It_sheuld be noted ‘that the basic
rental fee. of 'an MD'tMini Diset’ueed as a rented content
is the eame.as.the baeie fee of a'CD; |
in aadition, in the case of purcha51ng a rented
’ content' 1.5%- of the deposit money is paid to- the fee-
settlementrcompany and the rest is apportioned between
the rental company-and the record-producing company. The
_ money‘apportioned to the record—producing.cempany is
further apportloned to artists, production of records and
other related.parties. it shouldrbe noted that; it |
comnined with the'rental fee, the revenue of the
_copyright'owner:is greater thanra profit gained from the
conventional CD sales. |
In the.caserof'a DVD:
| Rentaltbasichfee: 1,000 yen
Breakdqwn; |

Copyright fee charged by singles: 210 yen x 10 (=
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ErRenteI'bésic fee 1; 000 yen- Breakdomn Cbpyrrght fee charged by srngles

210 yen x 10 . 61 22 June 2005+ 3,500 x 6/-100).. Transportatron fee (delrvery

~and-return):. 160 yen . Settlement handling fee: 15 yen. (= 22,000029@0 x 1.5%: . -
Cor porate margin:.. 615 yen (including the storage medi um s price of 200 .
~yen, the frequency of use 10) Deposit: 2,000 -yen Enbodinents of the. L
“present |nvent|on have been ~expl ai ned in concrete terms so far. However ,.
the scope of . the present invention is not limted to the enbodrnents‘T
‘descri bed above. That is'to say, it is possible to nake a variety:of
“changes based on technologrcal concepts introduced by the present:
invention. In %Q% &e%e t he embodi nents explarned above, for -exanple,
theﬁrentar corfpany “ca é@ out processing such as recording of a content.
onto a storage nedrgnrand Errntrn of . an_addressee on a package. It should
“be noted,”  however , - THAEPPT ?El%rng%oégﬁﬁreero pRévF@cuan) ent &P ysystem
- Wwith 'a confrguratron wherein the post office..carries out this processrng'
I'n"addition, in thes%%éee%?HFh%a nﬁﬁ@s 15 yen (= 1,000 yen x

'15%)
Corporete mergin: 615 yen (1nc1ud1ng the storage
‘medlum s prlce of 200 yen the ﬁrequencyrof use : 10).
"-VDeposip:,z,OOO yen | |
Embooimencsrof the present invention have been |
explainedaih concrete terms so‘fer. HoweVef the scope of
‘the present 1nvent1on is not ilmlted to the embodlments
edescrlbed above; ‘That is-to say, ie is possible to make_e
'__ﬁariety of changes based on techcoiogical_concepts
,introduced by ‘the present.insention:
;Ih.thE'case of the.embodiments explained above, for
.eXample, the rental company carries-oct.processing such
as recordlcg of a content onto.a storage medium and
pr;ntlng.of.an addressee on a-package. It should be noted,
_howevef, that it is also p0531ble to prov1de a rental
system w1th a conflguratlon whereln the post office
carries out this proCessing.
In:addifion, in the cese of the embodiments
explained above, the user 1 has_to automatically.purchase
a.storage medium thaﬁ is overdue beyond a_rental period.

it is worth noting, however, that an overdueIStorage
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~ expl ai.ned above, the user.| has to automatically purchase a storage nedtum
“that is over due beyond a rental .period. 1t is worth noting, however,  that
-an_over due storage 62 22 ‘June 2005 . medi um.can al so. bema@?@ Junad@dbl e. -
Furthernore, in.the case of the enbodi'ment's. expl ai ned above, ‘the 1 east
costly postal mail systemis wusedas .a transportation neans. It 'should be
- noted, _ however, that it |s al so possible to provide another cheap systém
“as -a’transportation means. An exanple of the 'cheap systemis a package .-
~delivery system -Mreover; the embodi nents -explained above each have - a
configuration mhereln a plece of music i's rented as a rented content. tt]‘

is worth:-notin owever r.ent ystem can al so have a
: conflguratlon eEE|nnaals ?@H 5%ﬁt %§b ficct ure data such as a novie or.’

a static picture, rogram such; as game 'software “or a control progran1 a
" broadcast ed content LEReHBORET\AD ERR agR 82 pPBgERM BRPaAdMREESKI nd Of o
content. In addition,  the enbodi ments explai-ned above each —have a
.conflguratloﬁxﬂﬂéﬁéﬁﬁ 8b§8ﬁeeﬁhﬁoﬁe§éﬁtFﬁ@tﬂenpaﬁtaéom@lﬂl@W§tm$tdusplayed
1t shoul'd be noted, however, that the rental systemcan al so have a -
‘conflguratloH5eﬂhéﬁeﬁntaaeépeeﬁatepnambemﬁng IhesmeﬂldlbenUEEﬁfy titles
of rented -songs i s dlsplayed as shown in Fig. 25.
. _ however that it is also p0551b1e to provmde another
,_cheap system as a transportation means.' An example of tﬁe
cheap system is a package delivery system.
' Moreover, the embodiments explained above each have.
a configuration wherein a_piece'of music is rented as a
rented;contehtr It,is worth noﬁing,-however, that the
rental- system can also have a configuration wherein a
‘rented content iS"picture'data'such as a movie or a
static,picture, a program such as game software or a
control program,,a broadcasted content such as a TV or
K radio program or another kind- of content.
- In addition, the embodiments explained above each
”have a configuration wherein a screen for setting rental
conditions is displayed. It should be notedt however,
"that the rental system can also have a configuration
wherein a screen;for allowing the user 1 to verify titles
-of rented songs is displayed as shown in Fig. 25.
'Eurthermore, the embodiments explained above each

have a configuration wherein a post office serves as a

window for handling returned storage mediums. It is worth
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'gFurthernDre ‘the enbodlnents explalned -above each - -have a conflguratlon

~wherei-n a post office serves as a W ndow for handllng returned. storage .
mediums. 1t is worth 63 22 June 2005 notirig, however, t RatJuhb@08%nt al.
_systenrcan also have a conflguratlon wher ei n-a conveni ence store or the.
“like serves as.such a return w ndow. Mreover, in the case of the ' .
enbodrnents expl ai ned - above, "a user termnal is used for placing -an order
for-a storage nmediumto be: rented. It: shoul d-be noted, however, that the
‘user . 1 can al so use a termn nal |nstalled at a kiosk, a rental stOre a

conveni ence store, a CD shop store, a bookst ore or the-like to pl ace an
in the case of the:

order for: ,%&gragehnedlunlt% b% ﬁ&ﬁ{e qladdltlon

_ enbodi ments "explai neéd aBove, 43Fe cﬁﬂt@ ST Fah 3L <1 it 2 uni t
“enpl oyed in ntal server is worth noting, however, that a rental
- date can al sgoﬁglgPoP&}oinﬁeE&m é‘od’é’%’reinﬁieé’dzeoﬁté’rﬁa(ﬂéag@%rl%& ented
st orage nedlun1 Furt hernore, the rental -conpany can al so accunulate ~points’
‘for a user ﬁeaeﬁénéénéécbnatﬁétﬁﬁﬁb@ﬂn@Pthnes ‘the user | utilizes the . =
_SerV|ce_rendered by the rental - conpany- Moreover, accumnul ated points can

~be linked to pornt%O%@memJaledtbg aﬂeehef Cbapamyodiﬁeneatakp$eﬁneﬂs are

‘ scattered at sites all over
: above, -a user. termlnal 1s used for pla01ng an order for a.

storage medlum to belrented It should'be noted, however{;
fthat the USer;l can'alsQ useea ferminaleinetalled atfeH 
kioskf-a reota1fstore;.a'convenieooe eoore a CD shop
sﬁore3 a bookstore or the like. to place an order for a-
stofege medlom to be‘rented.1 
| In additioo, in.the'caee of the embodiments
rexplaioed above;.a reﬁtel_dete is stored in a storage
unit employed.in:a.renoai server. It is worth noting,
_however, that-e rentalﬁdate:can also be stored in a bar
.code printed on a‘package1or a rented storaoe mediume
Furehermore,_the rental company can also accumulate
boints for a user in depenaenoe on the number of times
‘the userll utilizes.ehe service rendered by the fenoel
companye Moreover, acoumuiated'points can be linked to
fpoints accumulated by another oompany.
If renfal servers are ecaftefed at sites all over .
theucouotry, even e_user living'in.en isolateo'island
with poor.tfansportation.facilities can rent a.storage

-medium by mail. Such a user can receive a rented content,
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,the country,.eveh a ‘user- I|V|ng |n an |solated i'sland: mnth poor L
Ctransportation facilities can rent a storage medi um by - mai | . Such a user -
- can receive a rented content 64 22 June 2005 on ‘a day fol22cmag085 day an
- order for: t he -storage nedium 'is placed. As a result, storage mediunms can
be rented to wusers I|V|ng at far. locations all over the country at-a . 1ow
~cost: In addition, in the case of the enbodi nents expl-ai ned above," after‘a
rented content is-returned, noney is refunded to a bank account of.the
‘user 1. The anount of the refunded noney is equal to a difference .- o
.obtai ned as a result of subtraction.of a: handllng fee charged by the.
fee-settl enent co rom,an anount of money. deposited in advance. |t
“shoul d be not™®d? %é’rllowﬁﬁéi& & K& Yndiie P 9t Aefuliri et v s mstddau be
“transformed ,intg points and put in a pool so that the noney can be spent
“in the next FénPEﬁQEdforA§h%p5Pﬁ§16r FgﬁrégﬁeEEdpumEOSés bFheeséeilesoof
. pieces of processing described above can be.carried out by hardware or
'through execeess divingf akafar mheﬁtepeﬁuaﬂdnowbrsameamanm&yseke&ted for
‘carrying out the series of pieces of proceSS|ng,‘a variety of prograns .-
- conposi ng théoyofratre are |nstalled in-a recordlng nennry enployed in
-typlcally a genera

In addltlon,‘ln the case of the embodlments

éxplarned-abqve, after a rented content is returned;

:money is'refunded'to”a ‘bank account of the user 1. The
-amount of the refunded moneylls equal to a dlfference.r
: obtalned as a result of subtractlon of a handllng fee
charged by the fee-settlement'company from an amount of
-money dep031ted 1n advance f.It snould be noted, nowever
that the money to be refunded can instead be transformed
flnto pornts.and put rn a pool sorthat the.money can be
:fspent-inAthe nextrrenting,uforshdppingdor for other.
?purpeaes.
Themeeries_of-pieces of_processing described above
‘Lcan be carried but_by hardware er through execution of
software. When exeeution of software is'selected for.
.earrying-eut the eeries of pieces of proceseing; a
variety of programs conposing the software are installed
in a recerding meﬁery employed in typically a general -
,purboeejcomputer.
| Fig. 26 is - a diagram\showing’a typicaif

i configuration of an embodiment implementing a computer
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“pur pose conput er.- Fig; 26'is“é’dfégfanTShomﬁng'a-typioal conflguratlon of

~-an enbodi ment- i mpl enenting a corrputer 65 22 June 2005 for carrying out
~the series of pieces of processing by “execution of 'progﬁaniyn&ﬁ@@f'al led:in
the conputer. To put it ‘concretely, the programs can be. stored in. a-

" recordi ng- nedi um enpl oyed in. the conput-er.. Exanples of the recor d| ng

~medium are a hard di sk 805 and a RO\/I(Read Only Menory). 803.. The programs .

““can al so be stored per manent |y or ‘tenporarilyin.a renovabl e . recordlng
~ medi um 811 such as a floppy disk, a CD ROM ( Conmpact - Di sk Read- Only
“Menpry); an NO(IVagneto Optical) di sk;- a DvD (Digital Versatile Disk), ‘a
-~ magnetic disl a-sem conductt(i)lfr menory. The prograns stored in such a

T

‘renpbvabl e re 8Fd|cr?§r|¥édﬁgul’ﬂu§1 oS &t S AF T RE Jsacess e kso- cal | ed
_ package sof twar e. “ The .progr ans .present ed as package software are then '
Cinstalled i nS¥REVEIRPUCE PrOgHAMFe indrigdiside imeddvedianoutestt um 811. 1t
shoul d ‘bé noted that, as ah alternative-to the renovable recording nedi um
. 811, the prograns B At5oitpeodonateddedtheonragdemnl ocad bit stbeetihén
~conputer by radio communi-cation by way of an artificial satellite for
-digital satehl WEGOMﬂ@adcmeﬂung emolawoﬁhén &hteEI‘clﬁ:a'tpmt@,r theaﬁpmggaaﬁ can-
- al so be -downl oaded fromthe downl oad ‘
: the recordlng medlum are a hard dlsk 805 and a ROM (Read-

Only Memory) 803;,-_

The programs can also be stored permanently or
'7temporar11y in a. removable recordlng medium 811 such as a
.floppy dlsk,—a CD ROM (Compact Disk Read-Only Memory), an -

. MO (Magneto_op;ical) disk; a DVD (Digital Versatile Disk),
a magnetic disk or a semiconductor memory. The programs
stored'ihfsuchda removable recording medium 811.are

" -presented to the user as the so-called package software.

The programs presentéd as package software are then

installed in the;computerdfrom the removable recording

medium 811. It should be noted that, as an alternative to

the removable recofding medium 811, the programs can also
be dowuloaded from a download 51te to the computer by
radlo communlcotlon by way of an artificial satellite for
-digital satellite broadcasting; As another alternative,
- the programs can also_be downloaded-ftom the.download
_eite to the oomputef_by wire_commﬁnicaoion by waﬁ.of a
network such as adLAN (Local Area Network) or ohe_

Internet. 'In the computer, the downloaded programs are
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site to the conputer by wire. communication by way of a .’ network such as a

" LAN (Local Area Network) or the Internet. In the conputer, the downl oaded -

programs- are 66 22 June 2005 . received by a conmuni cati or22uling 2808 to be
“installed. in the hard disk 805 enbedded in the conputer. The conputer
:incl'udes an. enbedded CPU. (Oentral Processing Unit) 802. The CPU 802 is

~connected to -an |nput/out put interface unit 810 by a bus 801. .The CPU 802:

“recei ves conmands. froman input unit 807 by way of the |nput/out put
“interface unit 810. The commmnds: are entered . by the user via the- |nput '
~unit 807. The |nput unit 807 includes a keyboard a nouse and a . -
- m crophone. The 02 executes, a ram stored in advance in the ROM
7803 or Vi'nstalrlecc?ﬁveda o & TR YT tg]r%‘?df%’f(tgﬁ%s fheP Prieft Bt 1 ekett ed by
. the CPU 802 i ected in accordance with a received command. ‘As. an
“alternative, %&Iéagrdd'rﬁ}ﬁ eimPeddnd ain diis remrutrer d di sk 805 in
"accordance with-a received commnd when the command i s received by t he CPU
~802. The newly mst%ﬁlﬁeﬂo@?tiéﬁanﬂwlﬁéml eadedbeddedgRPy (Sanelralte or a
“network and received by the conmmunication unit 808. As another. - 7
“alternative, Priggeseving Undttal 188@ . pFbgr 8RUI §0Redd ouhnkramit ke manovabl e
~recording nmedium- 811 nounted on a drive unit 809. The programto be
 executed by ttheu€Pouddati dnlteadad el nonit Ba 0ROV 80Duwer dole The cry 802

receiéesicommandS'from.en input unit 807 by‘Way of the -

ihput/oﬁtputmiﬁterfeEe-unit 810. The commands are entered |
: by the user via the 1nput unit 807. The 1nput unit 807

1ncludes a keyboard, armouse,and a microphone. TherCPU

802 executes a program stored in advance in the ROM 803

or installed im advamce in the hard disk 805. The progtam
exeeﬁted by the-éPU 802'is selected in accor&ance'with a
received commend.r As an alternative the program is newly
1nstalled 1n-the hard dlsk 805 in accordance w1th a
.recelved command when.the,command is received by the CPU
802. ?hermewly installed prog;am'is downloaded through a
satellite or a metwork and received by the'communication
unit 808. As anether alternative, the newly installed
program is.read_out from the remoﬁable recording medium'
811 mounted on a dmive uhit 809. The program to be
exeeutedrby the CPU 802 is loaded from the ROM 803 or.the
hard diek 805 into a RAM (Random-Access Memory) 804. By _
execution of euch a_pregram, the CPU 802 carries,out

processing represented by the flowchart'shown in any one
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,vhard di sk 805 into a. RAM (Randon}Access Menory) 804: By executlon of. such -
ca progran1 the CPU 802 carries out 'processing represented by. the- flomchart"'
“shown in any one 67 22 June 2005 of Figs. 16, 17, 18, 19222@namd02l or
“anot-her figure, or processing in the. conflguratlon shown in any block:

. diagramof -Figs. 6, 11, 12, 13,.14 and 15 or another .configuration. Then,

. I'f necessary, the CPU 802 typlcally outputs a result of the. processing to
an out put -unit 806 by way of the input/output interface unit 81.0. The "
“output _unit 806 includes -an LCD (Liquid Crystal” Di splay) and .a speaker.
- As -a typlcal alternative, the CPU 802 may also transmit the result of - ‘
-proceSS|ng through the communi cation unit 808 or stores the result in the
~hard. di sk '86%. FIltgk"'s‘;héél d e ddt.ed X.h&A0 dnmdl t4i o rspecificatianre Wt e =
steps prescribed in a program recorded ina recording nediumcan of course
be execut ed Pequeﬁsuablyn &h@ngdﬂﬂagunatumn:sdenaﬁnmaﬁy dihelst eps are g
“prescribed in the program the steps are not always executed sequentlally -
al.ong the- tldéagxam oFhatigiss 60 say, 12, QBngawbmmy15nehydguﬁgﬁg§ that are
. execut ed concurrently. .or individually in typically parallel processing or

,_obj ect-ori ent:edfmgaeee%ﬁg me@dditlﬂeceesefpgr gnkcapybgogxeglt6da Ry one:
| -outputs a result of the proce351ng to an output unlt 806 |
‘by”way_ofithe 1nput/output 1ntérface unit 810;7 The output‘
'ﬁnitsos.ineludee an'LCD (quuld Crystal Dlsplay) and a
speaker. As a typlcal alternatlve, the CPU 802_may also
transmlt the result of proce551ng through the’ t .
coﬁmunlcatlon unlt 808 or stores. the result in tﬁe hard
disk_BDS. |
‘It eheuld be.noted that, in this speeificatioﬁ,
_ﬁhile.eteps presctibed.in a progrém-recetded'in-a_
'recotding ﬁedium can df course be executed sequentially
along the time axis in an order the steps'are-prescribed
in the p:egtamt the stebs are not always executed
‘seQuentially along the time axis. That is to say, a
7-program may 1nclude steps that are e#ecuted concurrently
or 1nd1v1dually in typlcally parallel process;ng or
'object-otlented p:ocess;ng.
;In eddition, a program can be-executed by one
'combuter»or'aeplurality of computere in dietrituted_
pfocessiﬁgt Furthermqre,ra program may be transmitted to

a remote computer to be executed thereby.
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f;conputer or a plurallty of conputers in dlstrlbuted processrng
_Furthernore, a prograntnay be. transnttted to a renot e conput-er to be Vi
execut ed- thereby 68.22 June 2005 WHAT |'S CLAIMED IS: £R~mne@ﬂﬁﬁn|cat|on ;
_:systentconpr13|ng ca first comuni cat i on ‘apparatus and a second S
-comruni' cation “apparatus, wherein: said first connunicatlon apparatus has
rental-request-lnfornatlon generating neans for . generating rental-request.
“information; and transmtting nmeans for. transntttlng said rental request ..
“information generated by sai d rental-request- information-generating means,
and sai d second communi cati on apparatus has:: "receiving neans for rece|V|ng
sai d rental on. transnttted by said transmitting means;

and recordlng%%é Eg Fgggﬁgga& |ng a rental date of transm ssion of a
“rented storage mediumfor storing data .in advance to a delivery S
destination and a returh QﬁﬂW¥QﬁcaQ%RQH%ﬂ%RF@RﬁQFE%#ﬂ%QEs@ofag%tnedruntfromﬁ}.
~said delivery destination in accordance with said rental - request L
_information F@E@P§éﬂa59°§aﬁapﬁéééﬂﬁlﬁgdWEaﬁgcozd Aqmmumymammmnn system -

"accordlng to claim1 wherein:
apparatus, wherein:

said first communication apparatus has:
'_rental—request~information—generating means for

generating rental-request informatien;.and‘

transmitting'means for transmitting said rental-

ﬂrequest'information generated by séid.rental-réquesté

" information-generating means, and

eaid second.communication‘apparatus has:.
feceiying means for receiving said rental-request
information transmitted by‘said transmitting means; and
recofding-means for recording a rental date of
‘-transmiseion of a rented storage medium for storing data.
1n advanceﬁ?o a dellvery destlnatlon .and a return date of
returnlag said fented storage medium'from said delivery
destination in acceraaace with said'rentai-request
:information received by said receiving means..
?.' Arcemmunication system according to claim 1
wherein: | | |
said rental-request infermation generated by said
reﬁtaierequest—informationngeherating means includes a

content~data ID'for identifying content data selected by .
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~said rental-request i nformation generated by sai d R IR
arental-request-rnfornatron- -gener ati-ng neans incl udes a’ content-data. 1D
f-or identifying-content data selected by 69 22 June 2005 22shind 2G88r.; and

- sai d second conmmuni cati on apparatus further has wite neans .for mwrtrng
“contentdata identified by said content-data ID"included in sard o

-rental -request information received by sai.d receiving means. 3. A"

~cormuni cation system according to claiml wherein: said- rental-request IR
.information generated by -said rental-request-rnfornatron generating neans*f

i ncl udes a storage medi um I D i dentifying a storage medium.selected: by: : -

sai d. user; %%E secondaﬁghnunrcatron apparatus.further has -select means -

for selectrng a% s ége dirumidentified by said storage- medi um | D

' wrncluded in said rental-request information.received by said receiving -~

means; and said recb?Hf ngerRBAsCPRRBRHS2 hipRNERP2EAL SO UrthanshiREsi on of a

rented storage mediumto said delivery destination and a return date of

_returnihg-safdisforgges Kedi wmisdngcred tioptsdiadasdldent ifdads byd saAd -

. communi cation system according to claim1 - wherein said second = -

connunrcatroﬁoaﬁsataﬂa§af@ﬁtheplhésd in said rental-request

1nformat10n recelved by said rece1v1ng means.

3. A eommunicatiqa system according to'claimrlri
whe:eia:r

said rentai¥feqﬁe$t infbrmatidn generated by said

trental-requeSt—iﬁformation-generating means includes a

storage—medium'ID'identifying a storage medium selected

by said user;

.said second communication apparatus further has
seleét means for seleétiné-a stofage_medium identified:by' 
- said stprage-medium Ib included in.said rental -request
_information.receiﬁed'by said receiving means; and

sala-recordlng means records a rental date of
transmlssiop of a rented storage medium to said delivery
-destination and a::eturn daterof returning said storage
medium seiected by said select means.

4. 2 communication system according_to_elaim 1
‘wherein said secondrcommunication apparatue furtﬁer,has
printihg means for printing said delivery destiﬁationfe .
-address-baséd on said rental-request information on a

package for accommodating said storage medium.
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_said rental-request information on a package for acconnndatlng said.

printingmeans for printing said delivery destination' s address. basedon . .

st orage medi um. 70 22 June 2005 5. A communi cati on systéﬁn&med@ﬂﬁng to.
claim4  wherein: said packagels a return envel op conpr|3|ng a first :
surface including a flrst bl ank area for ~recording said address: of - sald
.dellvery destination; an accomvdation portion.for acconnndatlng said ..
" storage nedlun1 and a second surface iincluding a second bl ank area. for
recording an: address of a return destination, and said printing neans. L
~prints-said address of said delivery destination in said first blank area
on said firstsurfa e nd sald address of said return destination in: said
second ‘bl ank area or g?dc%‘@?%?fuc%‘iﬁ?%c%ysﬁemAaEBﬂﬁ%hF%aW oflajdtém
'"accordlng to-claimi1 wherein said second comuni cation apparatus further
" has fee- setFP@ﬁ@ﬁP ‘means ‘for generating fee-settlement information used -
for dramﬁng a‘rental fee according to said rental-request |nfornat|on fronl.
an account of said sas@rpamagerisransaturnngnyeldpf eempetsingent : e
“information - to an external fee-settlenent center. 7. A connunlcatlon'
systen1accord|ng toacfarﬂt6surface 1nclud1ng a first blank ‘area for

recordlng sald address of said- dellvery destlnatlon

_an accommodation portion for accommodatlng saidg‘

~ storage medium; and
a second surface including a second blank area for

‘récording. an address of a return destination, and

lsaid pristing means-p;ints said address of said
_delivery destination in said.fiISt blank area on_said.:
rfirst-surface and said address_of-said return destinsﬁibn
in.said secondsblsnk“aréa onsSaid second surface.:

6. A commﬁnication system according to claim 1

_Twherein said second communication apparatus further has.

fee settlsment means for generatlng fee- settlement
_infsrmaticn used for drawing a réntai fee according to
said rehtal-request iﬁformation from an account of saia
'user and forstrénsmitting said fee-settlemént informatibn
ta an’sxternal fee-settlement center.

f;' A communication system according to claim 6
.whsreih said fee—settlement means stores a deposit for
.rentipg of'said.storage medium in accordancs with said

rental -request information.
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;:MMEFEIH sald fee- settlenent neans stores -a dep05|t for rentlng of sald
5-storage medi um i n accordance with said rental -request- information. 71. 22fﬂ-
~June 2005 - 8.. A conmmuni cati-on systen1accord|ng to clai m. 22 Juner28Ph: 't here -« .

- is further provided conparison means for = conparing an. actual ‘retuin date -
of . actual l'y returning sai'd storage nedi umfrom said deli'very destination’
wi'th said rental date and/or said return date which were. recorded by said.

recordi ng- means; and said fee-settlement means generates fee-settlenment -
~information used for” refundlng sai d dep05|t to-said user - and transmts o
'sai d fee-settlenent information to said - external fee-settlenment center .if’
said conparlson meaps det ernines that said storage mediumis returned -
“within a rental period GRTESTHUIEEY BreR Rt GtDrih gl claim 8

- wherein said %Fe settl enent nmeans generates.fee- settlenent |nfornat|on
~used:for appg f6nf'hg said deposit to a rental -service provi der and S
transnmits said fee- settlement information to said external fee-settlenment .
center if said conpdt¢Sdnt hekrstlRY PR Eded haompar disostveage fiedi umis not

returned within a rental period. 10. A conmmuni cation system according to
claim1 =~ comparlng an actual return date of actually returnlng

fsald storage medlum from said dellvery destination'with o

said rental date and/or said return date which were

recorded by said recording means; and
said fee-settlement means generates fee-settlement
information used for refunding said deposit to said user

‘and transmits said fee-settlement information to said .

'réxternal_fee;settlement center if said comparison meéns
dgtermines that.saiﬁ storage medium is returned Wrtﬁin a
rentai'periodr . o | |

‘9. A ébmmunicatidn system according to claim 8

.Wherein said fee-settlement meang generates fee-
-settlement_rnformatlon used for apportlonlng said dep031t
to'a rental—serv1ce prquder and transmits said fee-
éettlémeﬁt‘information to said external fée-settlement
center if said comparisbn means determines that said
.storage medium is not returned within a rental period.

10. A communication system according to claim 1
_wherein said récording means records Said rental date and

said return date on said rented storage medium.

11. A communication system according to claim 4
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.:"fwher éi n said recordi ng ‘means records sal d rent aI date and ‘sai d return’ date- .

on said rent ed st orage nmedi um. 11. ‘A conmuni cation system according to-
‘claim4 ~72.22 June .2005 “wher ei n said printi:ng-means pHZﬁdureaZOQSrent al .
~date-and -said return date on a portlon of said package in the form of a
“bar code. 12. A communication system corrprl sing a first. -comunication-
~apparatus and a second conmuhi-cation  apparatus, wherein: said first
-~communicati on apparatus-has: rental -request - i nforrratl on- generatl ng nmeans
-for  ‘generating rental -request i'nformation-i ncl uding .a ~nusical-data ID and"
-a storage-nedium I D of respectively nusical dat a and .a storage medi um '
“whi ch a_r(:-;_de%}r eque?%/ Sallhe us%rtl and transmitting means for_transmitti ng

“said rental T orrat 1 on génerat FF RFsaidt d erpaialt dfpleatand

~information- gener at It% ans, and said second communi cation apparatus has:
‘receiviing means f 6° Técei tr‘?g o Begitiam dqiestd naflrdmtitothe afewmitted
by said trans |n means; search neans for searching for nusical dat a

tt
‘identified bytsdi @2rusSeas!- - dat a IDincluded in said rental-request '

Sk nf or matl on recei ved by sai d recei vi ng :
12,7 a communlcatlon system comprlslng a flrst

communlcatlon apparatus and a second commﬁnlcatlon
épparatus,-wherein:
said firét cdmmﬁnication apparatus has:.

.réntal:reqﬁest;iﬁfbfmatibn-geherétingfmeans“fér‘
genefatiqg rental-request“information including a
'mﬁsicaijdaté ID'and a storage-medium ID of.reépectively
;mus%cal da;a and_a storagé medium which are desired by
the user} and -

-tfansmifting méans for transmitting said rental-
request ihformation genérated by said réntal-reques£¥
information-generating‘means, and |

saig_second communication apparatﬁs has:

r;ceiving means for receiving said rental-request
infofmation transmitted by said transmitting means;

searéh means for searching for musical data
identified by said musical-data ID;included_iﬁ said
rental-reqﬁést information received by said receiving
means; | |
‘write means for writing said musical data -searched

for_by said search means and said musical-data ID into a
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r°néans wite means for: wwrtlng said nmusi cal data sear ched: for by said
.search neans and 'said nusical-data IDinto a 73 22 June 2005 - storage
“medi-um i dentified by said storage-nedi um 1-D; . .and recordlﬁ§2hsaﬁKMﬁor
recording a rental date of transnission of a rented storage nmediumto’ a
—delivery destlnatlon and a return date of returning said rented -storage
medi um from'sai d delivery- destination. 13. A cormuni cati on systen1accord|ng
“to claim 12 -wherein sai'd second comuni cation apparatus-further has: .
‘5pr|nt|ng means for printing said delivery destination -address based on
~said rental -request |nfornat|on on ,a -package fgr aCfonanatlgg Sangreln
storage nedium_ 14, cqnnun|cat|on stem-accarding to claim
. said gackage |t§’r§greef“l?rdﬁu€h\}élie r%%bé’ F i FHorageswmediom it whidg a
“first blank area for- recordlng sald address ‘of said delivery destination;
“‘an acconmpdat i on po¥??%ﬁd%69 BeepAnbant FAgosdidy st vragelnddienpfand a
‘second surface i ncluding a second blank area for - recording an addr ess ofrar
“return destlﬁaﬁﬂéﬁlsahénsaidaprentﬁdgsmeaagepmemuansamdaadﬁﬂa&%r@f sa|d
"dellvery destination in said first blank area on said
. ' destlnatlon and a return date of returnlng sald rented

‘storage.medluﬁ from~sa1d dellvery‘destlnatlon.

'13}_‘3 communication system according.to‘claiﬁ 121
‘whereln said second communlcatlon anparatns further has:
:prlntlng means’ for prlntlng said dellvery destination
address based on said.rental-request information on:a

'paCkege for éccemmedating said storage medium.

;4. A communieation system.according'to.elaim 13
wherein: |
.said'peckage‘is a return envelop-comprising:
Ca first surface including a first blank area for
recording seid address of said delivery destination;
-ran'eccommodation portion for eccommodating said
storage'medium;‘and
‘a second-surfaee inciuding a:seeond blank area for
_recording:en addresSIOf a return deStination; and
,said‘printing means prints said address of said
' deliﬁery destination in said first blank area on said
'first'surface and said address ofrsaid return destination
in_said secend:blank area on said second surfaee.

15. A communication system according to claim 12
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,'-'fII‘St surface ‘and - sai d ‘address of sai d return destr nation in said second -
-bl'lank area on said second surface. 15. ‘A comnuni cation system accor di ng to-
claim12 74 22 June 2005 - viherein sai d second: conmmuni- cat22ohma@|ﬂ§5at us .
further has fee-settlenent neans for. generatr ng fee sett| ement :

~information used for drawi ng a rent al fee accordi: ng to. said rental -request o

information froman.account of said user and for transmtting said .
“fee-settlenent information to an'external fee-settlenent center. 16. A~ .
“ comuni cation system according to claimi15 wherein said fee-settlerent =~
‘nmeans stores a deposit for renting of sar d: storage medi um i n -accor dance

i nf orymation. conmuni cation system accordr ng

Wt h said re%nzirje-lrneq‘:ues J

to claim 16 erein:” rse(t ch lﬁ?‘ﬁ@?llp?%m%cﬁwﬁﬁaqq%ﬁw Ko |
corrparr ng an actual_return date of actually returning said storage medi um .
from sai d del i\ <ot M6A1R P Saneradning - o o etrid/asrersai d return
~date which were recorded by said recording neans; and said. fee-settlement
‘eans gener atl@d oF@EtdOn PERENI O Mrgmimg on negeth ) dreer efacmdidigics aid deposr o
to sai'd user .and transnits said fee-settlenent information to said :
-_ext er nal fee5§étdt Ir@FFéﬁtl -gequesti ﬁnsarrdtactommarﬁrsmn areaRTount of said

. user and for transmlttlng sald fee settlement 1nformatlon :

to amn external fee- settlement Center.

"16. A communlcatlon system accordlng to clalm 15
whereln said fee settlement means stores a dep081t for
rentlngrof said storage medium'in-accordance with said

' rental-request information.
17. & communication sYstem according to claim 16
"wherein:.
there is fnrther provided_comparison means for
comparing an actual return date of actually returning .
said storage'medium from said delivery destination with
said. rental date and/or said return date which ‘were
7 recorded‘by said recording means; and
said fee-settlement means generates fee-settlement_-
‘information used for refunding said deposit to said uset
and transmits said fee-settlement information to said
external fee-settlement center if said comparison means
determines that said storage medium is returned within a

rental. period.

18. A communication system according to claim 17
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'7detern1nes t hat - sald ‘st:orage- nedlun1|s returned withina rental perlod -
'18 A.comuni cation system according to:claim 17 75 22 June 2005 V\/nerel n
~.sai d.fee-settlement neans gener at es fee settlemant i nf or rg2tJune 2088d - f or.
‘apportioning said deposit to a-rental-service provider and transnits. sald R
fee . settlenent information to said external -fee-settlement center. |f sald_.‘-
- conparison means determ nes that: 'sai'd storage mediumis not returned-
“w thin a rental period. 19.- A comunication system according to claim 12
;mhereln sai d recording neans records said rental date and said return date - -
. on'said rented storage nedium:  20. A cofmuni cati on - system-according to
“claim 13 .wherein said printing means prints said rental date and said -
return date 8HeXSH8r FRIA SF &K HENIeaFe e nsha ehomatesf fedar code. 21 A -
~.conmmuni cati on .apparatus ceonprising: receiving neans for receiving - - :
rental -requesett ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁaﬂpéﬁrmﬁ$HQMImﬁed ﬁpraapemtenmﬂlngnxﬂrﬁLﬁepdﬁﬁﬂch_
neans for searching for content data identified by a content-data ID -
included in $aid rental-seeyiest profddent had reaaiswdd sbyaSa Gdeecei Vi ng -
means; wite means for witing said content data searched for by sald
'-search neanssandlsmedtcmnfeﬂmadaba tD eaﬁa axternal fee- settlement

center if sald comparlson means determlnes that sa1d

storage medlum is not returned w1th1n a rental perlod

19. A Cpmmunication system'accordihg to élaim'12 e
wherein said recording means records said rental date and
said .return date on said rented storage medium.

20. A communication system according to claim 13

wherein said printing_means prints said rental date and
said return date on a portion of said package in-the form
of a bar code.

21. A cqmmunicationlabparatus comprising:

receiying means for‘recéiving rental -request
‘1nformathp_transm1tted by an external apparatus

searCh means for searqhing for content data
idéntified by a conternt-data ID included in said rental-
.reQuest,infermation receivéd by said réceiving means;

write.means for writing said conteﬁt data searched -
for by said search‘meéﬂs and said content-data ID.into a
‘'storage medium identified'ﬁy a storage-medium ID included'
in said rental-reéuesrihformation; and

recording means for recording a rental date of
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- printing nmeans prints sard address of said delivery destrnatron in sa|d

storage nedrunrrdentrfred by a storage nedruanD |ncluded in:-sard - S
lfegt:?-request i nformation; yand recording neans for recording a- rentaI date'
of 76 22 June. 2005 transm ssion-of a rented storage rmxﬂﬁdudaﬂOQSdellvery _
:destrnatron and a return date of returning said rented storage: nedrunrfroms-_i
~said delivery destination. 22: A conmuni cation: apparat us accordrng te clarnrgq
121 further conprising printing neans for printing said delivery

- “destination address based on sai.d rental-request ‘i nformation on-a package
~ for accommodat’i ng sai d storage medium 23. A conmmunication’ apparatus
“according to.claim 22 wher ei n: said package is-a return envel op

t bl.ank area for recordrng :
) ggmraddpgss%oédl{sﬁl |v:fr ;chgd?%%t%%e{gs%rf“ Q'b‘ﬁnﬁ‘da?l‘d?rle?FYon for - d _
33acconnndatrn i stora e, medi um_and:a second surface including.a secon C
bl ank area. f?)ﬂresat @ h S ddBed df TR ok (Rt MR TR a3a bh, remeedai d

first blank &E€X3ET Sg%dum ifrom ssli‘rlfda@eeldﬁtﬁlstaldﬁ%ldmmrof sai d rlet urn -

'Vdestrnatron in sard second bl-ank area on sai d second surface.:
22 A communlcatlon apparatus accordlng to c1a1m

21 further comprising prlntlng means for prlntlng sald
dellvery destlnatlon address based on said rentalfrequest:
~ information on a package for accommodating saidjstoraged-'

medium.

23. A communication apparatus according to claim

22 wherein:

said package is a return envelop comprising:
a first Surface-including a first blank area for
recording said address of said delivery destination;

.an accommodation portion for accommodating said

storage médium: and

- a second surface including a second blank area fdr
recording an address of a return destination,.and

'said printing deans prints said address of said
delivery destinapion in said first blank area on.said_
first_sdrface,and said address of said return destination
'in said secdﬁd blank area on said second surface.

'24f A comﬁunicatios-apparatus according to.claim
.21'fufther CompsiSing feessettlement means fOr'generating”.

fee-settlement information used for drawing a rental fee
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' -_"'24 A corrrrunl Catl on appar at us accordl ng ‘to .claim .21 further corrprl si ng

fee-settl|enent means for generating fee- settl enent lnformatl on used for
drawing a rental fee. 77 22 June 2005 according to said 22611613|2006quest )
“information froman account of - said user -and for transmttlng said’ fee--
--;settlerrent information to an external fee-settlement center. 25. A" .

comiuni cati on apparatus according to claim .24 wherein said fee settlerrent
" nmeans stores a deposit for - renting of said storage medi um.in accordance
with said rental-request information. 26.° A conmuni cation ‘apparatus-

“accor di ng.to claim 25 further conprising conpari son means for-conpari ng -an

actual. ret urn ct uaI ly returning said storage - medi um from said
del i very desti %g)h on % TRHE - S tnh ek irr el ke @t e whi ch

were recorded by said: recordl ng means-and wherein said fee- settlerrent
‘means gener atéS e St 193 elts oL G ity diF ansew lokng efadddi fre sai d dep05| t.
- to said user and transmits said fee-settlenent information to - said _
ext er nal - f ee SE&CLICAMERR IEdRraE tifons dicd agormetrd worl nissmnss e tdettenaTi tnes that
sai d" storage mediumis-returned within a rental perlod 27. A

cormunl catl oﬁeaﬁﬁér‘at us according to claim S .

25. A.communlcatlon'apparetus accofding‘co“claim
:'24'wherein said fee;settlemeht‘meane_stOres_a deposit for
' rentlng of said storage medlum in accordance with sald |

rencal request 1nfcrmation |

26.c A.communication apparatus acCording to claim
'25-further'ccmprising comparison means_fcr comparing an‘.
_actual return date of actuellylreturning salid storage
_medicm'frdm said delivery desﬁination with‘said rental-

date and/or said return date which were recorded 5? eaid‘
recording means and wherein-

said fee-settleﬁent means geﬁerates fee-settlement

1nformatle?_used for refundlng said deposit to sald user
and transmits said fee-settlemenc informatiqn to said
external.fee<settleﬁent center if said comparison means
.decerminee ﬁhat said storage medium is returned within a
rental period.

27. A communication apparatus according to claim

26 wherein said fee-settlement means'generates fee-

settlement information used for apportioning said deposit

to a rental-service provider and transmits said fee-
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26 wherel n said fee- settlerrent neans’ generat es fee- settlerrent i nformat i on L
-used for apportlonlng said deposit to a rental-service provider and S
transmits said fee 78 22 June 2005 -settlement informati 022 Junes2Dod ext er naI;,._

- fee-settlement center if sai.d conparison neans deterni:nes that said B
st orage medi umi.s not- returned wi'thin a rental period. 28. A’'conmunication -

apparat us according to claim 21 wherein said recording neans records said
rental date and said return-date on-said rented storage" medi-um: 29. A g

- comuni cati-on appar atus accor ding.to claim 22 wherein said printing: rreans'.

prints said rental date ‘and said return date on a portion of said-package - -
in the form oftﬁa_ bar. cade. 30.: A commruni cati on appar at us conpri si-ng: i nput.

~means for inpit Dt FREGTAFCR 119 & ext e e - ast wa t pgn £
respectlvely content data and a - storage nedium which are desi red by’ the
“user, and foreHtFutith f§ igh coamrads oot meadel idatermiontd natdtorssd ving as- a
reci pient. of said storage medirum rental-request-information-generati ng o
‘means. for géﬁ@#@tgerlgleldeﬁmllSr agire g tiupfnendradi tori o rH:|IlH’ht|’3Q. saird od . o
content-data I D, . said storage-nedium|D and said address, which are |nput K
by sai d |nput means28 anch tcrcanmsmntdatrngamwﬁazf@tfué raﬁf@cﬁ&diﬂ@@t@%ﬂaiﬁ”t al-.
21 whereln sald recordlng means records sald rental date
and sald return date on sald rented storage medlum
29.-‘Aacqmmun;cat;on apparatus according-to claim”“
22 wherein said printing means prints said rental éate-
and'said”returnidate-on-a portion of said packageiin‘thé
form of a bar cede.
30. ;A‘communication apparatus comprising:
input means - for inputting a content-data ID and a
Storage-médium ib of‘respectively content data and a
storage medium, which are desifed’by the user, andrfér
_inputting an addrees of a delivery destination serving as
a recipient of said storage medium;
rental—request-information—generating means for
generating rental—request-information including said
content-data'ID said storage-medium. ID and said address
which are 1nput by said input means: and
transmlttlng_means for transmitting said rental-
reguest info:mation generated by said rental-request-

information-generating means.

31. A communication method comprising the steps
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rfrequest |nfornat|on generated by sard rentaI—request—-:if?”'* ' o
‘rnfornatron generating neans. 31.- A conmuni cation. method conprrsrng the'
steps 79:22 June 2005 of: generatlng rental-request i nf2@rJuaei2005

'transntttrng ‘sai d generated rental -request i nformation;.receiving sard‘-‘h7t5:

~transnitted rental -request- .information; and recording a.rental date of
transnission of .a rented . storage medi um for -storing data i.n: advance to a

'-delivery- destihation and a return date,of returnlng said rented storage_ Lff

medi um from said delivery destination in "accordance with said received

rental-request information. 32. ‘A communi cation nethod conprising the steps:-
-of _generati ng- rental-request i nf or mati on |nclud|ng a nusical-data IDand a
"~ storage- nedluntID of respectively nmusical data and -a st.orage nmedi um which’

‘are desired by the user; transmitting said generated rental-request
i nformation; recerv?ﬁﬁeg%fﬂnﬁrﬁﬁgﬁ?ttEﬁqF%ﬁFaFDf@a@é§ﬂ°Hrnfornat|on

transmlttlng sald generated rental request
1nformatlon | |
recelvrng sald transmltted rental request
1nformat10n .and
recordiﬁé a-rental:dateeoftranEmission'Of-a rented
H'..storage medium for storing data iﬁ adVanoe‘to a.deiiverf’
-destlnatlon and a return date of returnlng sald rented
storage medlum from said delivery destlnatlon in
'acCordance'with.said received rentel-reqoest informatioﬁr-
32. A communication method oomprising the stepe
of: | | |
generating-rental-request inforﬁation.including a
musical-data ID and a storage;mediumflﬁ'offreepectively
musical data and -a -storage medium which are de51red by
the user; |
transmitting said generated_rentalfrequest-
information: |
.receiving said transmitted rental-requeet:
information;
searching for musicai data identified by said
ﬁusical—data Ib included_in said received rental—request

information;
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'searchlng for nusicat data |dent|f|ed by sald nu5|cal ‘data ID lncluded

- sai-d received rental -tequest i nformation; 80 22 June 2005 witing. sald
sear ched nusi cal - data and sai-d nusi cal - data IDinto a stc2agme?®85um
identified by said ‘storage-nmediumID included- in sai'd received rental -
frequest i.nformation; and recording arental date of transm ssion of sald ]
. storage -nmedi um t'o be rented to a del i very destination and- " a return date of
~returning said rented storage nmedi um frontsald dellvery destination. 33. A
_communi cat i on- net hod conprising the steps of: recei vi ng rental-request;_
_information transmtted by. -an external appar at us; sgarchlng for content

data identified b n a incl uded id receiv L
" rental - request |¥f€¥%§?ﬁgn%alg %?%6E§a?dmggéféﬁegagSanﬁtS&é a agd sa:g
- content-data_| a stqrage . nediumidentified by a stor e medi um

* TR ASERs By TPOHREP. & BAGSEEY Medial LR Chid SEgt Aaid a

“i'ncluded ‘i n sai J ¢
rental date of transmission of a rented. storage nediumto a de |very
‘desti nation- ﬁﬁarﬁgFepﬁpium ID included .in Saldgr6061ved rental- =

-,request-;nformatlon; and
recording a rental date of. transmission of said

storage medium to be rented to a delivery destinatiqn‘and'

a return date of returning said,fentedrstorage medium

from said delivery destination.

33. A communication_method'comprising-the steps

of:

receiving rental-requeet'informatiop transmitted_bya
an externel apperatus; |
~searching for dontent_data identified_by a coﬁteet-,
data ID included in said received rental-request
information;’ | “
wrltlng said. searched eontent data and sald
content-data ID into a storage medium identified by a
: sterage—medium Iﬁ included in said received rental-
:request informatien; and |
, reeording a rental date of transmission of a fented_t
storage medium to a delivefy destination‘and a retuxne
déte of returning said renﬁed.storage‘medium from said
delivery destination.

34. A communication method comprising the steps
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“dat'e of returnrng sai d rented storage nedruntfrontsard deIrvery : T
“destination: 34. ‘A conwuni cat i on: et hod- conprrsrng the steps 81 22_June €t'

- 2005  of : |nputt|ng a content-data 1D and-a st orage- medi @AJube 2605 o
~respectively content data and a storage medi'um whi ch-. are ‘desired by thep:;'
.user, and inputting an:address.of a  .delivery destination serving as a L
~‘recipient of said storage medi um generating rental-request i nformation.
~including said’inputcontent-data 1D, said input storage- medi um 1D - and
~.said.input address; .and transnitting said generated rental-request‘ CoTh
~information. 35. A recording mediumfor storing a program conprrsrng the-,w'
- steps df:lgeg rating-rental -request information; transmtting said. o
generated ren aI-request i nformation; _recervrng said transmtted

~-rental -request inforr |0n and recorg{ a rental date of- transntssron of

| ~a rented storage red St AT t AR, ?Boraa%"et’i‘%tw D

»'destrnatron and a return date of returning said rented : o
, of respectlvely content data and a storage medlum, whlch e

"are_de51red by the use:,-and inputting,aﬂ address ofra
Vdelivery'deetination.serving as?a'recipient of said

storage medium;

generating rental-reguest information including

said input content-data ID, Said inpet etorage-mediem ibtl
and said iﬁputnaddress; and |

7 .transmittihg said gene:ated rental—request
information.

"35. A recording medium for storing a program’

cemprising_the steps of:

generating rental-request information;‘

transmitting said generated rental-reqdest
information;

receiving said transmitted rental-reqdest
-information; and |

recording a rental date of transmission of a rehtedi_

sterage medium fof storing data in.advance to a deiivefy
destination and a return date of returning said rented
storage medium from said delivery destination in:
'aecordance with said received rental—reqﬁeSt_information.

36. A recording medium for storing a program
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fstorage ned1un1fron1sa|d delivery. destlnatlon in ‘accor.dance with:said:
‘ received rental-request information, 36, A recordlng redi um for storlng a

;iprogran182 22- June 2005. conprising the steps of: genereﬂﬂZﬂyneéﬁDél-request
“information |nclud|ng a -nusical-data I Dand a storage medi um-1.D of . - ..
Trespectlvely nusi cal data and a storage redi um which are desired. by- the
“user; transmtting said generated rental-request - infornation; rece|VIng
said transnltted rental -request informdtion; searching for nUS|caI data N

_identified by said nusical-data I'D included in:said recelved :

“rental -request - informatioeon; writing said searched nusical -data and said

fnu5|cal-data L ra nedlunlldentlfled by ‘sai d " storage- nedlun|ID 
“included in saR ?§§e§V§§%re%t réquest i-nformation: and recording a -

- rental date of transnlsS|gn of sald storage nedlun1to be rented to a
del i-very desti nati on“aht? 109 oFER he baF 8I8F FeEHFﬁFﬁ§t§8Pd1P§ﬁP§dn§t@rage

~‘medi.um - from sai.d dellver¥ destlnatlon 37. A recording nmedium for- storlng
a progranl' musical-data ID a .storage- medlum iDp of respectlvely N

musical data and a storaée médlum whlch are . de51red by
the user} | o
'_tranSmit£ing said’genéra#éd,rentéi;réﬁﬁeét
'-informationj | |
receiﬁing said traﬁsmitﬁéd.fentél—feduesﬁ
'information;
searching for musical data idgntified-ﬁy said
-musical-data ID included in said received rental~reQu§st :
_igformatioﬁ; | |
wiiting said searched musiéal'data ana said_
muSicaljdata ID into-a stofagefmedium'iaeﬁfified by said
storagé-medium iDp included_in said received rental-
request 1nformat10n. and |
recording a rental date_pfrtransmission of said
storage medium to be rented to a.aeiivery destinatioh énd
‘a return date of returning said rented-storagé medium
from said delivery desﬁination,
37; A recording medium for storing-arprogram
comprising the steps of: |
receiving rental-request information transmitted by

an external apparatus;
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itconpr|5|ng t he steps of - ﬁrece|V|ng rental—request tnfornation’transnitted
by an external apparatus; ‘83 22 June 2005 sedr chi.ng for content- dat.a
identified ‘by a content ‘data .1 D included in said-recei vedZZ*M’eé!lOOﬁequest
Cinformation; witing sai'd searched content ‘data and'sai d . content-data D"
“linto a storage medi um i dentified by a . storage-nedium I.D included in" sald'
~‘received.rental . request information; and recordi ng-a rental date of o
“transm ssion of a rented storage nedluntto a dellvery destination and- a;_-
“return date of returning said rented st orage nedluntfrontsald deI|very E—
“destinati-on. -38." A recordi ng mediumfor storing a program conpr|5|ng the

'steps of: |nputtln%é%fgygﬁalfékﬂébﬁE%ﬁ{mhékéh$ﬁ%% ﬁ?ghuﬂ}lg c8n5e8§ the_:,

'respectlvely content data and a -storage nedru are desrre

“user, -and in i SS_0 delivery des ation: serV|ng as a

“reci pi ent ofggg%dfgs or gg%é§e§ u%? 1dehsf %V é Fgﬁ%ﬁﬁ “FEJUESE i nfor mation
sai d

“including I ut content data ID,
dndf’% |

nput storage nedluntlD and
satd |nput a : =

wrltlng sald searched content data and sald
content-data ID.lnto a-sto:age medium identified,by-a
- storage-medium ID included in said-received'rental-A_'

request information; and.

. recording a rental'date of transmission of a rented
‘storage medium to a delivery,destinatidn and a return

date of returning said rented storage medium from said

'delivery deetination.

35. A_recofding medium for storing a-program
comprising the stepe of : | |

inputting a'contenthata'Iﬁoand a,sto;age-medium.ID
of fespectively.eontenn_data and a storage medium, whieh.
rare desifed oy.the user; and.inputning an address of a
delivery destination serving‘as a recipient of said
storage medium;

generating rental -request information including
said input_content-data ID, said;input storage-medium ID
and said input address; and

transmitting said generated rental-request

information.
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_transnlttlng sai d. generated rental-request |nfornat|0n 84 CCNNUNICATION
APPARATUS, COVMUNI CATI ON-SYSTEM CCNNUNICATICN METHOD AND_RECORDI'NG MEDI UM
_ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE The- present inventi.on prOV|de§Qa“@8@ﬂﬁﬁlcatlon

- system conprising d-first .communi.cation apparatus ‘anda -second
~communi cati on apparatus, wherein-‘the first. comunication apparatus has -

' _frental-request-lnfornatlon- gener ating.neans for .generating rental-request
~information, and: COHMQNECAngNnBEHARAﬂﬁStremnmmml¢mmﬂmMe5Y$EMMal-request

information gener at eehulN TN METHOAARY RetORIRG MipdeRer at i ng means,

~and the second conmunicati-on-apparatus has receIV|ng nmeans: f-or. recei ving
the rental -request infornati nl §%FP Q? smtting neans, and"

; recording neans for recordlnégg&kggﬁtgl % éﬁéﬁ$SS|on of a rented

storage nedi-.um for, storlng?dat in advance to_.a delivery desti nati on and

‘a return date of refUrnPhGSERE FRRERHISPOPAGEIARE BnCPPBRAICAE 108l i very

destination in accordance with the rental - request informati.on recelved by
jthe recelVInayﬁéaﬁscomppﬂéapg f first communlcatlon apparatus and a

‘seccnd;ccmmunlcatloc apparetus, whereln_the‘flrst_c
”communicaﬁion apparetus-ﬁasféntelereqﬁes£Ficfcrmatioh~.
generating means for generating-rentei—re§Uest ’ | |
informatioc, and transmlttlcg meane for transmlttlng the.
rental‘request 1nformatlon generated by the rental-
requesc‘1nformation-generating means,-and'the secondc
communication apcaratﬁs has receieing means_fcf receiving_
the reneal-requestinformatiqn:transmitted bf tﬁe |
.ctransmitcing meane; and recording means-foi'recording:e
rental date of transmissioﬁ ef a'rentedrstcrage mediumc
for stofihg data in advance to a'delivery"destination and
"a return date of'feturning the rented sforage‘mediuﬁ from
.the dellvery destlnatloc in accordance wlth.the rentel~

request information received by the receiVingfmeans.

Figure 1
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