
A process for producing an a-hydroxyketone compound, which comprises
subjecting an aldehyde compound to a coupling reaction in the presence of
an alkoxyimidazolidine compound represented by the formula (1) wherein R?1?
and R?2? independently represent a hydrogen atom, etc., R?3? and R?4?
independently represent a substituted or unsubstituted aryl group, etc. and
R?5? represents an alkyl group. 


