' ABSTRAGD50MtUPS$3 aRARD] ect of the present invention to provide a specific
process that enables a high-purity diaryl carbonate that can be used as a
,raw material of a high-quality and high-perfornmance pol ycarbonate to be
produced stably for a prolonged period of time on an industrial scale of
not less than 1 ton / hr using as a starting material a reaction m xture
contai ning an al kyl aryl carbonat AB®TRAQIA through a transesterification
reaction between a dial kyl carbonate and an aromati c nonohydroxy conpound.
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reactive di ation col'urm to separation and purification using a high
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specific process or apparatus enabling mass production on an industrial scale from
such a reaction mixture of a high-purity diary! carbonate that can be used as a raw
material of a high-quality and high-performance polycarbonate. According to the
15  present invention, there is provided a specific process that enables a high-purity
diaryl carbonate important as a raw material of a high-quality and high-performance
polycarbonate to be produced stably for a prolonged period of time on an industrial
scale of not less than 1 ton / hr by taking as a starting material a reaction mixture
containing an alkyl aryl carbonate that has been obtained through a
20 transesterification reaction between a dialkyl carbonate and an aromatic
monohydroxy compound and subjecting this starting material to a transesterification
reaction using a reactive distillation column having a specified structure, and then
subjecting a high boiling point reaction mixture obtained from the bottom of the
reactive distillation column to separation and purification using a high boiling point
25  material separating column A and a diaryl carbonate purifying column B which have

specified continuous multi-stage distillation columns.
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