
Carriers adapted for holding and carrying, e.g., semiconductor cassettes
and having a portion to be identified for carrier identification are
attached to an endless belt and circulated.  Stations each having a hand
for delivering/receiving an article to/from a carrier and a sensor for
detecting the portion to be identified in a predetermined position upstream
of the hand along the circulating direction of the belt are provided.  Each
carrier can be identified on the basis of the signal from the sensor,
appearance of a carrier in a predetermined position can be recognized, and
the hand is made to act on a desired carrier.  Each carrier can be
identified by means of the sensor for detecting the position of the
carrier. 


