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FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

i

The inventive disclosures made herein relate generally to financial consulting
methodologies and more particularly to systems and methods configured for facilitating

financial consulting services. !

BACKGROUND

Many financial experts and investors would agree that there has been a considerable
increase in the lack of investor trust within the traditional financial services industry.
Circumstances responsible for this lack of trust include the undisclosed offering of financial
incentive to induce the preferential recommendation of particular products, poor advice from
financial advisors, advice based on flawed and/or inaccurate information, predatory sales
tactics, and corrupt financial organization. Thé circumstances that have led to this lack of
trust have contributed to a general market decline (i.e., value of funds and number of persons
investing), which is a circumstance quite damaging to the equity markets and the ability of
companies to raise capital (as well as damaging to a transaction and prdduct sales-based

industry — the traditional financial industry).
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process instructions.

Correspondingly, it is a principal object of the inventive disclosures made herein to
provide a solution that overcomes limitations and drawbacks associated with conventional
approaches for facilitating financial services for clients. Specifically, methods disclosed
herein enable facilitation of financial consulting services via a trusted adviser of the client,

but who is not necessarily a professional within the traditional financial services industry.
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In at least one embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein, distributing

-
-

weightings includes assigning relative weightings and calculating actual weightings

dependent upon information derived from the relative weightings.

In at least one embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein, each one of a
plurality of parent class nodes comprises a plurality of performance factors and/or a

combination of one or more performance factor and one or more child class node.

In at least one embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein, providing client-
specific consulting information includes outputting client-specific consulting information,
displaying the client-specific consulting information, and/or enabling access to the client-

specific consulting information for the purpose of determining related information.

In at least one embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein, determining
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scores. 6Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002 WO
. 2007/ 094783PCT/ US2006/ 005371 In at | east one
enbodi ment. of the inventive disclosures nmade herein,
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. .investnment dataset information, and/or process
respective 1viestment  Wghin an investment portfolio and determining a plurality of

Investment index performance scores that each correspond to a respective investment index.

In at least one embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein, determining
client-specific consulting information and/or objectively quantifying investment choices
includes determining a composite performance score dependent upon information derived
from investment performance scores and determining a composite investment index

performance score dependent upon information derived from investment index performance

Scores.
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In at | east one enbodi nent of the inventive
di scl osures nmade herein, performance criteria include
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. iﬁlvest nt chojces depicted in FIG 2.
representing the performance criteria.

These and other objects and embodiments of the inventive disclosures made herein

will become readily apparent upon further review.
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FIG 4 depicts an enbodi nent of the operation for

enabl ing the conparative perfornmance assessnent of the
WO 2002094780t portfolio depicted in FIG 2. PET/BS2006/005371

is a chart depicting a graphical representation of

performance scores in accordance with an enbodi nent of

the inventive disclosures nade herein. FI GS. 6A

and 6BpRIEH hESCIIPSION OF THEDRA WING FIEURES '
presentTng the Tnftornati on deplicted in the chart of

FIG 5. FIG 7 depicts a table having a plurality
of multi-segnent bars that graphically represent

FIG CPUEFRROMHASERAIBROBOW RcBGRItRSin accordafibwiB/ard@Rbsdiment of
an enbodi nent of a wei ghting approach configured for

the inventive disclastzes imagledeseinpar at i ve performance assessnment in
accordance with the inventive disclosures nmade herein
FI GS. 8B and 8C depict an enbodi nent of a hierarchical
wei ghtings structure in 8Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002
FIGS. 2A and 2B depict a method for facilitating financial consulting services in

accordance with embodiments of the disclosures herein and in view of the information flow

schematic depicted in FIG. 1.

"FIG. 3 depicts an embodiment of the operation for determining the investment choices

depicted in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 depicts :an embodiment of the operation for enabling the comparative

performance assessment of the investment portfolio depicted in FIG. 2.

FIGS. 5 is a chart depicting a graphical representation of performance scores in

accordance with an embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein.

FIGS. 6A and 6B jointly depict an alternate embodiment for presenting the
information depicted in the chart of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 depicts a table having a plurality of multi-segment bars that graphically

represent corresponding composite scores.

FIG. 8A depicts an embodiment of a weighting approach configured for facilitating a

comparative performance assessment in accordance with the inventive disclosures made

herein

FIGS. 8B and 8C depict an embodiment of a hierarchical weightings structure in

8 Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002



accordance with the inventive disclosures nmade herein.
FIG 9 depicts a network system configured for

wo aani7lon4783 i ng financial consulting services PCT/US2006/005371

functionality in accordance with enbodi nents of the
inventive di scl osures made herein. DETAILED

accordance withthe mpeaivegisqlpsrremada e ENcURES An embodi nent

FIG s &hdeRiets ca inety oife SYSIeIP nedigyreds fory,

of an information flow schematic 100 i n accor dance
with the inventive disclosures made herein is depicted

in FIG 1. Entities within the inf?rnatlon | ow .
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herein.

deci si on assistance platform 108 (i.e., a system.
Communi cation of information (e.g., client background
i nformati on and/or client-specific consulting
information) is carried out between the financia
services client 102 and the trusted advi sor 104.
Simlarly, communication of information (e.g., client
background i nformati on and/or client-specific
consulting information) is carried out between the
trusted advisor 104, the financial service consultant
106 and the decision assistance platform 108. I n
t he enbodi nent of the information flow schematic 100

.depicted in FIG 1, the trusted advisor 104 is a

separate person/entity fromthe financial services
consul tant 106 and isolates the financial services
client 102 fromdirect interaction with the financia
services consultant 106 and the deci si on assistance

pl atform 108. In anot her eibodi nent (not specifically
shown), the trusted advisor 104 and the financia
services consultant are the sane person (e.g., an
attorney, CPA or famly nenber), whereby that sane
person isolates the financial services client 102 from
i n-depth and/or direct interaction with the deci sion
assi stance platform 108. In still another enbodi nent
(not specifically shown), the trusted advisor 104 and
the financial services consultant are different
persons acting on behalf of the financial services
client 102 fromw thin a conmon organi zation (e.g., an
attorney and CPA enpl oyed by a common | ocal, nationa
or international consulting firm, whereby the conmon
organi zation isolates the financial services client
102 fromin-depth and/or direct interaction with the
deci si on assistance platform 108. In yet another

enbodi nent (not specifically shown), the financia
services client 102 serves as his or her own trusted
advi sor and financial services consultant, whereby the
financial services client 102 directly interacts with
t he decision assistance platform 108. It is

di scl osed herein that interaction and conmuni cati on
bet ween the financial services client 102, the trusted
advisor 104 (i.e., an affiliated trusted advisor), the
fi nanci al

9 Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002
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After determ ning the objective ranking, the decision
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available asset classes (i.e., the asset allocation), to appropriate blending of performance

factors and/or to appropriate weighting of such factors. The scoring and ranking processes
includes enabling assessment of investment choices in a manner that is intended to aid a
client in identifying which money management teams have historic performance that most

closely matches the investment experiences that the client desires (i.e., what investment effect

the client desires).
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It is disclosed herein that a person may perform, in a manual fashion, certain decision
assistance functionality disclosed herein as being facilitated by the decision assistance
platform rather than such functionality being performed by the decision assistance platform.
In one example, functionality of disclosed herein as being facilitated by the first decision
engine of the decision assistance platform is at least partially facilitated by a person in a
manual manner and resulting information is subsequently made available to the decision
assistance platform for enabling functionality of the decision assistance platform to be
facilitated (e.g., functionality facilitated by the second decision engine of the decision
assistance platform). In one specific example, client-specific template information is at least

partially generated in a manual manner rather than by a decision engine of the decision

assistance platform

FIGS. 2A and 2B depict a method 200 for facilitating financial consulting services in
accordance with embodiments of the disclosures herein and in view of the information flow .
schematic 100 depicted in FIG. 1. An operation 202 is berformed for obtaining client
background information, such as in response to a meeting with the financial services client.
After obtaining the client background information, an operation 204 is performed for
inputting relevant and/or required client background information into a decision assistance

platform. Inputting such information is an embodiment of enabling access of such

information.

In response to inputting the client financial objectives, the decision assistance
platform performs an operation 206 for determining investment choices (e.g., an appropriate
asset allocation) that correspond to the client financial objectives. After determining the
investment choices (e.g., asset allocation), the decision-assistance platform performs an
operation 208 for determining an objective ranking (i.e., an objective quantification) of the
computed investment choices (i.e., an operation that objectively scores and ranks, in a
manner specific to that client, all available investment choices within the various asset classes
of investment choices computed in operation 206), thereby producing objectively ranked
investment choices. In at least one embodiment of the inventive disclosures made herein,
determining the objective ranking includes objectively and client-specifically determining a
performance score (discussed below in greater detail) for each of the investment choices and

ranking the investment choices dependent upon information derived from the client-specific
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performance scores.

In one embodiment, determining the investment choices includes applying a logic
conditional filter to at least one of potentially many performance and structural factors
expressed as numeric information, alphanumerical information and/or date information. For
example, such a conditional filter is used for omitting funds that are closed (i.e., not accepting
investments from new investors), or that have other structural or situational characteristics
(i.e., factors) that are not desired or appropriate (e.g., investment amoun’f exceeds an
investment amount prescribed) for a client. In one embodiment, determining investment
choices includes determining the investment choices dependent upon information derived
from different aspects of the client-specific template (i.e., different client-specific template
information). Such determining is, in at least one embodiment of the in'ventive disclosures
made herein, performed by a first decision engine of the decision-assistance platform,
whereby resulting information compiled by the first decision engine is subsequently provided
to the second decision engine of the decision-engine platform, thus enabling a scoring and
ranking process to be carried out by the second decision engine. In one embodiment, the
client-specific template include one or more of potentially many filters and weightings, with
one or more of the filters and weightings being applied to performance factor information,

client information, investment opportunity information, and/or investment performance

information.

After determining the objective ranking, the decision assistance platform performs an
operation 210 for providing client-specific consulting information (e.g., investment choices, -
objective quantification thereof, etc). In one embodiment, such providing the client-specific
consulting information includes preparing and outputting a client-specific investment report
by a document assembly engine of the decision-assistance platform. In another embodiment,
such providing the client-specific consulting information includes visually displaying such
information. Ion stall another embodiment, such providing includes making such information
accessible for related operations (not necessarily or specifically shown) of the method 200.
Accordingly, it is disclosed herein that the decision assistance platform is preferably
configured for preparation and output of information as printed and/or electronic documents

(i.e., reports that are configured for being printed and/or electronically displayed).
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Factors
A client-specific investment report as disclosed herein documents client-specific

consulting information such as objectively ranked investment choices. Such client-specific
consulting information (e.g., objectively ranked investment choices) is, preferably, presented
in view of multiple variables that are dependent upon information derived from the financial
objectives of the client. For example, various scenarios of investment choices may be
presented that are dependent upon information derived from a plurality of desired investment
effects and related computed performance scores. Such investment effects are dependent
upon information derived from performance criteria. Broadly, performance criteria in
accordance with the inventive disclosures made herein include cﬁteﬁa relating to return, risk,
associated industry-prescribed asset classes, investment effect rules and correlating
investments dpportunities to client expectations. Specific examples of petformance criteria
and their related performance factors are depicted below in Table 1. Detailed information
deﬁning such performance criteria and their related performance factors are not discussed in

detail, but would be understood by a person skilled in the related art (e.g., financial systems

| and methodblogies).
Performance Criteria . ' Related Performance Factors

Annualized R;aturn N-Year Return, N-Year Averége Return
Annualized Standard Deviation N Year Standarq Deviation
Index Index Score, Composite Index Score
Yield N-Yea; Yield
Beta N-Year Beta
Market Capitalization Average Market Capitalization
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FIG. 3 eplects an embodiment 0}' e o\igeratl:lpgn 206 for determining the investment

choices. An operation 230 is performed by a performance criteria decision engine (i.e., a first

decision engine) of the decision-assistance platform for accessing client background
information and an operation 232 is performed by the performance criteria decision engine

for accessing decision basis information. In one embodiment, client background information
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It is disclosed heréin that functionality (e.g., operations) facilitated by the
performance criteria decision engine (i.e., a first decision engine) of the decision-assistance

platform may alternatively be facilitated manually by a person, rather than by the
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of individual portfolio investments in relation to individual composite index components.

The graphical representation of the composite index score 310 is proportional to a
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scores of relevantdndiges 30%prd sigulagyudendedtandt tsed gn deterainipg dhescomposite

index:score A2 T ont SRR 100, G RIS 5. hoBEFSRBEoY BRE  Burrnt

market valu€ GTP@gividus CAhtagelF o hotdiapPladd the fapdrtienilnpertangge opfthose
all the segnents for the toggmanager shows that the

holdings withgpsnert (p G totad value g tthe, gortpdion 97 exampley ip ntipgance where
L Ye r < I 1Al ]

the value of ok BfanbEEy, Rt ocl8 s POAOTaid Y 1] BOprcI vl Swere
$100,000,000,05thi ofahé oompdsitehmrtfoliovecqre 302 woudd be attribetetao thihcanposite
) nmeans. that on a ¢conposite scoring scale of O to ,
investment SERE<Qs 'ﬁ%ma%?ge&r %ﬁﬁgeﬂwpt %Fisameaﬁé%aowf e voadd oy to
the managerROfelivant fhdek ScsRMARS ih%%lé’&ﬁﬁ%g&éﬁhﬁdﬁﬁpﬁ R the X@ﬁi?osite index

performance criteria, the conbined wei ghtings of the
score. 3-Year Return and 3-Year Standard Deviation are only

wei ghted at 17.5% which can add as nmuch as 1.75

points to the conposite score. The wei ghti ng assi gned

to each performance criteria acts as a nultiplier that
Perfodsénaeesf a fuadrandiitsumanagpaisttypically cdmsideesd withimihe context of a

, : . " \ |
it e G ST o BB SR bl
which managé¥ H_zfi‘phfé RighddiGeftich kr Qf fitd1eadGiedidtl NHoGRVeD SyiRACHAultiple

easily by Conparing the sizeS of the 5-Year
performance faetorsr (ien performansei criteda usrd for Viecisiopemakingepuegoses) are used

. riteria. . WO 2007/ 094783PCT/ US2006/ 005371 El ,
simultancousf th cGtaliate 4 TG S FHOBPATLC i O AE Pt fFhs digtor's
performance iPdorledifiial el fitat ?rdﬁ_ﬁbésoﬁ BBHpEsiRSeHIAR Han!bR used to evaluate

accordance with the inventive discl osures nade herein.

the manager fundiei Qyeralhperigrpranae h JBs walsipls performanae rcriteriantwhivh are
functionally S0 AT GREATPHE o1Llea BORARIA o e REfds ef i, iy efed o

performance characteristics and performance criteria
that have been used. T mul ti-seg t vertical

337 depicts a groupi nglagf perf or ITH%PIDF%%I“I&%{ lggg.E)SOOOZ
used in the assessnent and the degree of influence
(i.e., weighting) assigned to each. Each one of the
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depi ct an enbodi nent of a hierarchical weightings

W@ 2000094782 t hat represents an approach for uti PCEiUS06/005371
t he wei ghtings for determ ning performance scores. In

each of the o ogganaq?dt hgxgt\%gh\%glt égp?tp%%)%gﬁw:ég%ggegég&ggg%}%ﬂ eﬁ:leﬁned to
the specific yeﬁo &&C&m@ ;sfd?l feﬁﬁiréﬁ&ﬁ% @@%egééage Gl rf&k%’l%?a%céé“ Btc) of

type of or mat'i on fere ceis sinmply a
the investomgt.¢. etheoﬁnpncaalesﬂratccm client). Havieg i gisaalcivpeesentation of how

weined pRaIGHAE Bl BELAER Bl PGS K58 § S5 B8 G

which demsRﬁférﬁéﬂ@Hfé%zfvﬁ@tﬁé sndsEiRmpaet 66l tiRconhpait®kcorkd) FI GS. 8B
and 8C). The tree structure 350 serves to distribute

wei ghtings to the performance factors. The wei ghtings
assigned to the performance factors define the

The RAAR B143bf FIHAGA dnlddthe a8 r@‘lerm R Gbiatly Myich aX lefhate
the scoring and ranking perforned during an assessnent

embodimen{ gorgpresenting t#wpmfmamnpém@ﬁdmn dhe aheds30bof FIG. 5. While

essentally e 358 TRAARARUT s PlesegiE i B, 3 afaGh eBifea;p F1G3, 64 and

6B, present&ti RSRLOEdHcE &t thet chaithsf ey, fﬁfs”ﬁﬂ%ﬁta@éé\i% ineher feflows a
in a_correspondi ng dataset (i.e., investnent
greater volug@reff apfeEmation Hy by PEeEeTEed in agivern almm@ffsae%@@ Aith respect to

oe el OISR Y IV, L 2

node to ' Factor 2' e., .a child class node to ' C ass
1A"), it|S|tsleach|Ichass node to 'Class I
o ; L
i Hosfgea HORPAE e s SR8 11108 353AN0 OB ke o
information (donﬁgurctlhﬁrsedabhmg dbj&ase rand &manarétﬁeaaﬁeésﬁleht of investment

. Cl asses are a per f or rance rs._or. sQ
choices to WS JRRTG,BY AB IS ng‘?"é'méﬁ%ﬂc%g? 15ts ﬁa adgg%gsedg%rvn that
operations aﬁ%?% odENes I6r Eél{e?zﬁfn P&qﬁﬁ ofAHE ik ﬁ:}iatﬁﬁlnccﬁﬁo‘?t%ed by

d cl ass hodes Si b? | ass nod

the charts damyem BVEIGD 65, ety it 618 Iam&amp]mf aspebsingysuch infotyeatixini dnd/or
nodes nodes. Nodes on the sane

enabhngcoxﬂpaé?té\f ﬁ?ssf”@%?tli“ﬁht‘ i gned to the sane parent -
class node, wll add up to 100% O, if they do not
add to 100% they are reduced to sumup to 100% while

G Zuctifed Bl 75 ARvEE miehl Bh ot ebost $RE32) e, bars
with mffereﬂeécfléf s@gaﬁﬁxté)amtap Bfchl Qﬁbhﬁhﬂfy aépredtnada tc@n@bﬁb%ﬁﬁfg &ifposite

typically simlar or share sonme conmon thene. The
score. The kmgﬁ»@s@f sfch menlditsgement bar 337 wavnroaomwat o it Forespending

. I u n
compostc s 818 15 SR oHSnBhes b6 B STORFRANE e
shown. Themflieﬁi segracits 330\0f 2ah/b0 BT FSpieTeny RO 4055k brmance of the
corresponding weighted performance criteria. The length of each segment 330 represents a

performance criteria’s weighted performance, as compared against a group of its peers within -

the same asset class. Longer segments proportionally represent a larger impact on the
composite score. The order of the segments of each bar match the display order of the .
performance criteria labels 331 (e.g., 5-year return) in the header section of the table 325.
However, in certain instances, a particular segment of a particula}‘ bar will not be depicted,
representing that a manager is either missing data for the corresponding performance criteria

or that a combination of minimal weighting and/or poor performance has cause that
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Al'l nodes 352 within the tree 350 have an assi gned
and/ or a cal cul ated wei ght. These wei ghts can be
w73 vi a a tenplate, by manual entry or, PODWEE06/005371
sonme ot her type of decision process (e.g., that of the
performpsade @itefanechaeilittde tendlapht on e @neepdidied asapbsite score.
herein). It is necessary to nornalize the weightings
of all of the nodes 352 to 100% so that their
wei ghtings are relative to subtending parent class .
Reldiéve ponfoemanceTof | paforiahce arit@iat(l.y.e otkbghtitilized afor making
. actual .weighting can be cal culated for _ each of the ,
investment decisiopfdsin accordange d@ﬂ? &he dnyentipe dlscgéureécmgp herein may be
' &aC he -at i o
asscssod ARG 1 SR 0%, s 5BEhC 3R 34r ek “RERUR kfformance of decision
criteria igadmstmalipeersAist i fitst weirg ifirafgsencef [Roe ezamplee compatimg theridngth of

the 5543, Suithgn Reph GERRERS Ih tha pblfoass of HG: 7 Jdiaies oughly 2 35%
differenév’\!;’finglﬁﬂ%h Favdiing 6 t85 F4t8d mARAGH! wRichii§ &raRdi@A%o ?ﬁgﬁ gifference in

roduces the actual wel ght of each one o
performansdens 856lateTHo itk pecargroyp.i Pefovnawseas it relatesito the gieess group is
node in the tr 350 to the |lo t n S.Ln the tree, . .,
calculaifig 8 stAIE of ot Feft Sereaiet e Sru LSk R qegormates criteria’s
peers defifiélthi§ S6hlé and %m%@f&nﬁﬂ& aokdial ap}ﬁﬁé&ﬂi thaf sdalto find it’s relative
children (i.e., child class nodeS). The act ual
rank within gbe igrip. arRecewsenthgpiapkigalt tepresorigtion mf pafdroaneméakes each
. t.e, a : ndi n er £ or manc
petormfiB S BB AER. 1 SARBSPRAC) 500} iy BB RS prpance o

performdarize ncritetii svogest quiskBduCEhs, Clargeo diffezent@s f @ Waiféfinance between
[ a hierarchical weighting structure

score. .. Usin

managers ¢abR/identifiedesilyn that it enables the effect of
different weighting scales to be bl ended. Bl ending
such scal es through the use of weighting all ows
eval uati gn of performance factor, val ues using various

Refativer Rerforswagrs (f thet Reydrmapes calfetipies, it (161Rph tes (e composite
! . ! . iy
performddc€ 0689 s PLRBAE ?ﬁ%ﬂ?‘éﬂ?@%ﬁ%{cg% %{@ﬁﬁ&%ﬁr@ Dl‘rirgnr/]e?gllﬁ};] 3 are not

and a correspond e | hvest
mentiongkewhen ealoating theerelativehperfoompandtecdf péfortiennice teeiterianreldtive to all
nment § 355 represent a. plurali

c,. blended tree fra pl. )
bears. ‘T iy Bpsao i LSRRG oouEien 6 PRUSDmAG H Brf fpapplied equally
e : . .
ot s D TSy RS DD B3 Lt o ity
influencepdeserarination efitbe epnpositef scgue: dibrfesamplec compatingithe length of all the

segment oR R Rm SRR HENR R T 63 BE s e plaa on e
5-Year Rbngfil 985-YearBcadad Peviathie Fus insedafpleN 80WISB MR weighting is

deci si on-assi stance platform 402, a network interface
placed ogetheceombimation fethose tee peréerinaAney -caiteriast whish pleans grathon a
402, . e N [
composicé {6orifle SENED 1Y 1B Retp B G PioRtaned e ERA U ap ot o 8
points tol@ie: conposise ScaredalUndike ethet 5-0kdati rpRrfbtiaeC eteria) ¢hdYombined
.. . the decision-assistance 27Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002
weightingy of the SnY oty Retumcand f-Ygas StapdarshDgviationgie enly weighted at 17.5%,
: [ r j t IS ]St e ) r, [0
which caf R TR o 78l 6 (EELRPARTRELS - PP Beffihg fBiened to
each performanqeutteriafacts hs mamaitijllies ¢hati defines Qhe whdxdmbm #mpact that the
Ut er capabl e of downl oadi ng i nyest mint per f or mance

co
performap?ﬁ:ngqtﬁ)a@ C8h hays ey fhe compasie seoTe 288 abosthsimaxifaugy length of the
corresporldii P 5dBlen® Bf BT iff foaf)ﬁfz._‘?%é lﬁffg& dt'he Wif; nggg ?gﬂ g:'e%leen easily

consulting services functionality I's ena
by comparing the sissstfithe &-Yezb petfernhancencriteirialio thech Yieanpdrfaanmhéd griteria.

i's accessible). The deci si on-assi stance platform

402 includes a performance criteria decision engine

408 (i.e., a first decisi®h engine), Any.ilDocket Nen1651.030002

choi ce decision engine 410 (i.e., a second deci sion

engi ne) and a docunent assenbly engine 412. The

performance criteria decision engine 408 is an exanpl e
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In at | east one enbodi nent of the inventive

di scl osures nmade herein, the first decision engine is
wQairiogBed for facilitating initial allocati oRCT/US2006/005371

functionality (e.g., facilitating appropriate

client -.speci fi .l ocat . ons _of . nvest nent e
FIGS e SeRiEt: o ratimpEiia b o PEEN PR TR i fesiligting o
performancél @8icasRnteR0 hdtdrdekile | witl The Yaventioe AisclosiBaNmali®herein. The
carrylngiout conparative scoring and ranking (i.e

weighting appreach 833 depigis)a wannene sihigia Defiomanse aesgpRant job managers is

fu i | a LS eLel A .S . pe
pectorned. WYBFL 05 41 Yo et SR U o' BRI, f Weffimance
characteristid€ afid Petforntep crisia thet Rwefteenased The hmilti-aegreaitsiestical bar
. engine and the investpnent_choi ce decision enghne. he
337 depicts QoORRING Of PSERENINCE FEiteria 33D used 15 ,ihe assapsment %%&%@e of

. for, G j : [ '
influence (.G i Biink 36 hi EAGLE R pRPBF e pfcPhibite Bl 339 of the
vertical bar t338t hdshamevar moressubbgridives perfyrmiaace fiycsors A4l yaseodiatdd dlsbrewith.
separate oy, fully integrated software/hard
The perfornygigafeciors 341 thef elels 1a Kaaunan PerkoRAace Griaict{yubicpd from
that particuldf %ﬁbﬁi{hn'c@ CRfIR 339 At RB&REng gfuugthggasf pePfolndifce’ b ®#s in
se 414, an 1 nvestnent perfornmance information
some instanckst abase 416, and a client information and docunent
| ayout information database 418. In at | east one other
enbodi nment, separate client information and docunent
| ayout information databases are provided. |nformation
Weighgings are imdbgdualiyassighéto thé pedfermanice flaciersi3di and éndicate how
. | atf orm 402 is depepdent carryi.ng out performance
much influcBd gasPicl theport RO RO AL e SUbi CeRYb  Frhesbir ity one

perfonnancéé\ﬁc?&%7%%ﬁ§§ R@ﬂ'ﬂﬁ%@gﬁi@oﬁﬂﬂs Riandoespshdiny dBgrease in the
a

. eci sion information database 414. |nformation upon
weighting asgignet to fee are PEMoFe ather perforaeangs facterp ir Hozgroyp. In effect, the

I .
sum of ail Gt HE P e, (DL WA YRER b Wol RbERMY sum o 100%.
The same aplies ¢6 e @sn of alt lof siecwbightings agplicditoties paforimantd eriteria 339
__Ihnvestnent performance infornation database 416.
from which g} pb thesrerigrmanssfaciprscit LishbteBdci si on assi st ance
platform 402 is dependent for carrying out docunment
preparation/outputting functionality as disclosed

herein_ is maintained in the clie é |QLorgption and
Weightingnehthe ypdons PREGHRARCE SiHiieRa 2895, Py ormance | factogs 341
influence peﬁﬁéﬁbﬁ&%@oﬁ? E&’g&c& Rherein? 8 %ééﬁﬁcg%yé I@{rl]lﬁl ?ﬁgﬁgggﬁ?{vzﬁ%mw

I'nventive disclosures i on
scores has adiscisdffecten plpatfbonancd 8Rore s Beosusa apidgs weightipgdias beencapplied

t { h i h at | t
to one of dhBEHPHEACS S HIcaDs Hih HRLOPERRC G A YOf FEMED TU% of o
performanceif ét':ﬁ%tr d'[e%?af‘o pBind HO0/E) 1@%’5|?1!iﬂ R8R).DIThe URGVIRAPpérfdrmance factors .

np ed across a plurality of systens or System
341 subtendingpioorencach( pedjormagice corfera f339c havinain fridicekts affeetk ygon the .

prtancegpet, TGN ROt LB GO lobind B Bles
that performaHéd fckicid10aml iHeywoialit bE tH péfoimidate bAtdaCTICHoM which it
common | ocation and may or nmay not reside on a conmon

subtends. conput er. It is disclosed herein that, in at
| east one enbodi nent of the inventive disclosures nmade
herei n, the decision assistance platform 402 conpri ses
a single decision engine (e.g., a single data
processi ng program configured for facilitating all or
a portion of the functionality of the 408, an
i nvest ment choi ce deci sion engi ne 410 and a docunent
assenbly engine 412. In one exanple, a single decision
engi ne programrunning on a suitable data processing
systemfacilitates all a portion
functionality of the 408, an invesfﬁ ’35%§%§%¥?165L030002
deci si on engi ne 410 and a docunent assenbly engi ne 412
via a single data processing program |n another



29Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002 instructions may be
accessi bl e by the decision-assistance platformfroma

wOoenns4a78%par at us of the deci si on assi stance pPGX/US2006/005371
(e.g. RAM ROM virtual mam)ry, hard drive nenory,

FIGS B ot & GaDsic 8 SPmRLnTI att & rthigel WaiEp SR ttppturg that
represents af Odﬁg?&ich 468 KuiliAnk Qlli’ée w%?ghhhgﬁ 9&» d&&?ﬁmﬂn‘g petobmakeeadiBl RS In

onmput er readabl e nmedi um i ncl ude a conpact di sk or
effect, the waighaing stinictues degicted it FEGS 8 @ddtaﬁéwabﬁleaﬂﬂm @;proach 330

depicted. inf GRS B, 0Bl 4B s SHUGE neb Bk B2 it 1552 of

information.| THE Qiffarencdiis §1hﬁﬂ%ﬁ@§att@li6f«‘ preSéifttion. Al though the
di scussion of nethod and systens in accordance with

enbodi nents of the inventive disclosures nade herein
have been presented thus far in view of financial

The Hiekarchidall @rdchMe ShAhdes d freé StriSFSBF0 dheft AdtRE 350CHT the tree
met hods and systens may be configured specifi callg for

structure 35Q avey eithenglassas| ortperformanne factoas (dspicteshare rf@qtan ip F4GS. 8B and

8C). The treen%%‘f%% r#b slgﬁ\E:g ngqgseﬁrig %%&gﬁﬁ%sh@ i@ﬁ‘oﬁgar}cg factors. The

weightings a8§1Bhed) thb @erfbiadncs fdtorsekline thederftind irﬂ}fﬁ:t thRaY a performance
configured for providing utility beyond i nanci al
factor may baye/jopethe ssoE@Rfandyranking. pedermpgch dyling aelhessessment (e.g., the

fdt osed
comparahve%%&o?x%?&eaaﬁ%és%éﬁ&f%: Ls@ﬁ apm[) ﬁﬁégﬁé&%'{ b @n
financial services. Retail e-commerce applications,
mar ket research applications, human resource

perfo%ahéec 3hd10RS are Ik A8ave” Wk CfR eg@ ah&“’\éd% S ldir dirpetly to the

ur énent are exanples of suc appllcat ons ere an
perf rmanc eommk&mdnmmma@om«igl datasetd (irean knv&gunaﬁepmﬁmntance
I bl h th
intormation RSP 2 S ABHSR Srise  pk  re
As deplcted%aﬁfa fare oy {ed q%’ue bt c18QNRIR! t%n‘wawo} b ?1&' 4 @R1d ass

(or  ‘consumer' s) di vi dual needs, goals and
node to ‘Clase$A7 kst isptselfi ajddldoglasshmdstdoi ‘llas-1ABe. s therpagens | class oode of

Class 14" g b & une i OB i seaPi o P 15 G A sibtng ctass

nodes of ‘Cldssn@ng.i al consul ting services. thhods and equi pment
in accordance with enbodi ments of the inventive
di scl osures nmade herein are configured for enabling
quantitatively ranked i nvestnent choices to be offered

ClassEQ abé 138 Plodp Of pdriiihRfcAMbISe! 6r §6nd combiia®ibh ©fSperformance
| awyers, S|bI|ngs communi ty bankers, and the |1ke

factors and cldseesar @nlysdassesceay ke pripn elesenedesnbutsthoy can alse he child class

trag
nodes o i A0k, ARSI pBENS ot AN, 1} R
class nodes olsiblidl cldye nbdexl iNutes on fthmsama hikrasehal le:veBthaead assigield tashe
product_ sal espeopl e, in their traditional role. as

same parent t@\@sm‘)@ﬁ #all @ddrupi fog ﬂdegf’ ifdhex do nof agddital00%. thew are
reduced to s“dntx S 3106570\65}9$de dtdln 8 CLR ?%ﬁﬂ lﬁYaﬁoBQ{lgtﬂelﬂé&en the

h™*respect to F1 nan t'ion
assigned perfrrrmmdedaamd arfde clpgses.o T perfdmmcb Pfactbrmﬂmlam assigned to
informatio Met hods i n ac grdance wi.th
classes are  SHEHIAG Op hay, éomwem%h&r@m & PUEROSHRf dheelagses, is to

v  way S8BAEE 8 ERALL SUibn 0 OB A, IR Mot

factorsthathaveerelataﬁfshxlpltanqndrdntchssed advisors) with a proprietary
support arrangenent including a decision assistance
platform The proprietary decision assistance platform
enables the affiliated trusted advisors to advise
their clients and to coordinate solutions to their

needs, outsourcing the,gesponsibili,t gf

research, conparative g&sessrrent r@ﬁ%ﬁ?‘ CI hSIaR%DOOZ
acqui sition. This unique outsourcing structure creates
significant efficiencies and allows affiliated trusted



Furt hernore, nethods and systens in accordance wth

enbodi nents of the inventive disclosures made herein
wee@7ieEByned to address a nunber of i ncreasi nBCY/US2006/005371

i mportant and troubling trends that both consuners and

prof essional advisory firms are now facing. The
Allqiodas 392 vdthim the tree %\%bhavgrageassrgnad/ and/abh ealchlatedareight. These

. r i i easi i tpess anong

weights ol 68 apdned Sl IERBIND B WA oY oF 833 PR aher vpe of

decision priocesisr(g.gt, ahatadfithe perforididnee icrifeprardedisiCénpinn@isalbddd herein). It is
duct selection), and is increasing th

regard to pro e
necessary Ffbg’a’“%‘ﬂz%ﬁlﬁ Jecightungs ft 3l (Afhiheanodese35ad0 1 109%, asay dhasf their
ightings I bRAVE 15 abERGINE Pk il Ol b i Aifad NS ot
wefg .ngsvol ume andgggh%ﬁglggfﬁ}& %’?%?%F oﬂr%rcrlg%'i %ﬁ%boumq%é;drr&% a felative

weighting, an actualweightingicavbe calculated Sarstach of therghdsg nddesnot have
the tine to beconme know edgeabl e about what their
choi ces are, much | ess having the tine and the ability
" to confidently choose fromanong them In essence,
. As dmm};tb ed nvEKfr.EB& ag:;ual weights dm\telcm&d based o1 ltlie’lélglﬁivé Nx&ifightings
ability.to be e . fo discern at_is truly "best" for
of the noddks53 i tie; HefenRe hieFathy, dhcivel worebtings aufase: o scoring and
ranking that BRE€ fRce during an¥hdsBsshdt of iﬁv?@i'}ﬁﬁﬂgin‘? oS aEl? nBEks relative
.. . increasingly diverse array o I nanci al products and.
weight is mudtiplied bytheaetuel weight ofls pasentinode cabich grgduces theiantmabweight
0 ynf.ormati on about su chojces,.- consuners '
of cach ond RS S >7 A3 Ty ¥ Bifesttetuiury the eposcge e th tree

350 to the lowbst@iodes B the ek, lehike ithy RFAATRN sl T afht ERSORGIRS id Rquired
eel secure that they have done "t he best" for

f : Lt he \ .
to calculate; the getrl, weight of its ehildren ¢ ekild Elasoupdasht Thefactuakbweightings

. +h ' tive di e herein provide solutian t
e then apHELHDY EnPurhicn W AERIRT gABLT) oottt Tactor
performancadbeoree. THese sindividuat facter PerfolnanceoketréP ArdVithdn combined to
conti.nue to grow in parallel with the growth and WO
produce a COgRASIEF: 19891806/ 005371 devel opment of the
’ know edge- based econony and e-commerce. Wth proper
et hodol ogi es, training, technol ogical tools and
support, affiliated trusted advi sors who al ready
possess the greatest degree of client trust will be
Usinglyl Idefacchicit oveschiting |siruced is st odons sh Mt & bhs8)Es e eFect of
) fqor, nore broad_rangi ng obj ective advice with respect
different wefghting,s5ales 10 be, bleaided. s Blending such seales firewghvihagiselef aieighting
e R4 f . .madecd o the .
allows eval QB of Bl Bl He o S RS R Wit pl e o, For
example, thobglh hsugheblending, thlendey dfvestiens tindéx qrerfop@sidel Scores and a

.enbodinents in which the jnvention may be practiced.
correspondigh S8 AGE SRRIRR HL/eS AT BleE BETIOVRMCR Foar T ompted As

depicted in PRERan68dBa 6k 1 hd G4 | tﬁ,’lﬁﬁl
1? ] skilled in the earatlg%t% p?giﬁpggﬁ?%qh%@é tran. OH@%?CE& fagtor
weightings that sumderthe weightihgof atrdspectiveipasnt aoderBi6li nent s may be
utilized and that |ogical, nmechanical and electrical
changes may be nmade wi thout departing fromthe spirit
or scope of the invention. For exanple, functional
FIGhPslepistshoeiwark systemf40§ui.es actatd preessing sysm)mﬁ'ﬁﬁ@d for
facilitating £ divi dedléii n an n?nner it hout departing fromthe
itating figgnetal ConsUling SErvices fHFPRAIIN iR afcordance piteruberimesis of ghe
inventive disdRistites mAREhGSHCI TR §RRAPADO $nd | BedifibR '
known to those skill e}g In the aﬁ#%ﬁg@@g%ﬁ%@%@ platform
402, a netwg_dt amtmé@ped deded ﬁ{)'floqouphe,d toh éhee tlerision assistandee priefdrrh 04033 a
necwork systpirg M Eouifed B PR b ik B bssv Al o i, cecision msistance
platform 402 domiptibi e HataBB Firectie0ng7 a%@éksﬁﬂé'iﬁlfy_altlf‘é"ﬁécisi%ﬁ-a‘éﬁ& ce
[ 0

be reasonably included within the spi and scope

the appended clains. 32Atty. Docket No. 1651. 030002
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CLAIM5 1. A nethod for facilitating financi al
consulting services, conprising: at |east one data
wErocesIsng devi ce of a data conputing syst em PCT/US2006/005371
accessing, fromnenory coupled to said at |east one
data processing device, instructions causing said at
platform 402¢ a4 ecasginglya campusteation f igfoymation helyyespdhe decision-assistance

I - ek £ i Bf.0 [ ' [ . .
plaiform 408, h ek BREACe (6. P fer I RS BR i 8  Mhafcin services
consultant, i tohpie? capgble baldownlcallingeinbestmpmcgerforidarcé mfomnation, etc) is

lural ity of performance factors selected,to proyide a,
enzbled andaasesubilify, ot intammatian regiired forecairying oyt %hv@ra@maf ﬁ@nsu?tmg

i i e b a8sbink & WEsiB Hoin WHidFhich MRctionalit
services fu#géﬁ%ﬁﬁg%r%gﬁgf@gﬁﬁ p?er Fo?grance s?gctors ée ecte toona y
is accessiblg)r ovi de the desired investnment effect, wherein a first

group of said performance factors subtends from a
first one of said performance criteria, a second group
of performance factors subtends froma second one of

The dedisiopassistaneenpletform #OL includdse pdrforadante coiferia decision engine

408 ., P BB ERaFa 50 PSRN e Horls e bndit 118 Wy sgond
decision en%i?ﬁ)éﬁncﬁa%&ﬁlh@ﬁ‘t Qg‘seﬁelﬂer@gﬂé IR feforRanceEfteria decision

, - based neasurenent’'s of said performance criteri a;
engine 408aisdas xixdmple [ofagtmoans thit earpying exii pagfagmanes: weighting factor
. accessing, fromsaid nmeno Lnstructi ops causing sai.d.

computatort ARG it SREIREL PR oy bblealon S BoPping? veliing
factors mayt lih@ide SRPEMbiGn CORSHHsEd Ny ithé WlieBt-spepifite panplart (¢@9MNogic

. the wei ghting structure, wherein causing said at |east
conditional Gliers apd/gr piosessing ingtradionge t o det er ni ne

client-specific consulting information includes

causing said at | east one data processing device to

use the vveicghti ng structure for generating a score faor,
In atdeashormhembpdimgntiohibeinyartive disclosuiss snadg herinthe fist gecigion
.. L4 Ve Of £ i S . chal ' e, seore. f.0c.
engine is Sl o HRRTSAkE 816 Hon MR RLD =35 el Bing
appropriate cléinespeific sipspatianpef invesmen’ anfldnvastmerdlefifect parameters). The
corresponding to §ach one of said perfornmance factors

investment @@iceéigaqlo@rp@gg}e 41 1§ 2n GyABPIHAA @ B fercarrying pit comparative
coing o SOSFEPEN S ASEEl) 8 HGLGINAce Uonprou Rl o
disclosed hereinc eds dexjsioe \enginet systbat of ra decizibn exssistapes platform is defined
: consul ting i.nformation.includes causing said at |east .
herein to cGRBAEF BPEURSEIAGIIRIR CEEIEIRlE 4 BifoBePrment choice

decision eng'fix{a./ ePhdTBOCuNRDE heATIF enGhOUE2 id Aerdhple T MEMROL carrying
actor scores and the corresponding relative weighti ngi1
that

out document gireparation/citpyiting Bunstionality ap diseloserbinreine t iscontemiplated
the vaﬂouseae%gingg em%/ 38! %h'ysr}gaells}; %ocﬁ&f) ! a%ess'eparate or fully integrated
{

software/hardware modules.

The database structure 407 includes a decision information database (which may
include rules set) 414, an investment performance information database 416, and a client
information and document layout information database 418. In at least one other
embodiment, separate client information and document layout information databases are
provided. Information (e.g., rules) upon which the decision assistance platform 402 is

dependent for carrying out performance criteria decision functionality as disclosed herein is
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3. The nethod of claim2 wherein causing said at | east

one data processing device to determ ne
waRkéeoziep478peci fi c consulting i nformati on i ncl ud®@€T/US2006/005371

. causi_ng sai d at | east one data processing device to o
maintgined; in dhe, deeipign inforpation databasert14. oInfempation jinom; whichfthe decision
. e is Lially sed .
assisthfléCBlaTEfh, 4004E BpllidchE 5t oBEinb 300 scdihG uflf rhlking. cmputation
functivhalitygi.en, df whvesteent shoides)as glidclosgd \hateire 5 mainthined in the investment
deriving sai.d perfor e tor. scores are each an, )
perforpancs| IQITREION RIS & 1o 14 SRR EROR JFiHek Jot dleRigion assistance

latfoReA0 isShpendeat 8 | gt aRemERt ' i 9 irdBonali
p.a structllf?dgp % The rff{ytiw%gd of clarm ?&sp urf’h@?mﬂé} onality as
disclasednreiedi i) madntaiedtin| tha slicon infdamation ank decumentdayme information
dat baCCAf@Si ng, fromsaid nenory, instructions causing said
abage ast one data processing device to provide said
client-specific consulting informati on after causing
said at | east one data processing device to determ ne

o308 FigtBa AEER a5 R e ¥ Bl Shing WSefiare disclosures
made Hefth Ofhel dbelsitsiP fssidtanc8 3AtSHL 408 i€ AB6 b Physisaly gﬁiﬁnct apparatus or

| east one data processing device to outpdt sdi
systerg| Rathers pesuchi at leash one embgdimends thet desisiondassistange platform 402 is a

cli;ent --speci fic. uktipg information and enabl
ranco S BTSR S B bR BT D Ry, o prtoms o
systeth Otorhpénadty (83 disceieé efulictibm) bRICRS €lnked’ Gfi4Ted | fdtwofk system).

The met hod_of claim 1l wherein causing said at [|east )
Accorginglyyait &is piselased hgretne that esystemy olanenty cogfigyred for imparting such

o ) cifi . e . L e .
fancr§id 7 s RRS ey N ok o B eBinill PR lIBRy of pray not reside
on a cotmnent dconghyerquant i fy sai d i nvest nent choi ces dependent

upon sai d performance factor scores thereby generating

objectively quantified investnent choices. 7. The

met hod of claim6 wherein causing said at | east one

dEitia discdosed shengin dhat, e at deasb pre teimbeldiment aoft thé \ineaitive disclosures
made bgrég'ns, :Bl?rteg@etézéé&g I@scsgiqﬁcg z)llaijrg)rmes E&UCS(I)IPI rissegladsir?g € ldggigi%n %rrlxgine (e.g.,a

single data processing program) configured for facilitating all or a portion of the functionality
of the 408, an investment choice decision engine 410 and a documeﬂt assembly engine 412.
In on¢ example, a single decision engine program running on a suitable data processing
system facilitates all or a portion of the functionality of the 408, an investment choice
decision engine 410 and a document assembly engine 412 via a single data processing
program. In another example, a single decision engine is fashioned to include various
functional modules that interact to facilitate all or a portion of the functionality of the 408, an

investment choice decision engine 410 and a document assembly engine 412.

Referring now to computer readable medium in accordance with embodiments of the
inventive disclosures made herein, methods as disclosed herein are tangibly embodied by
computer readable medium having instructions thereon for carrying out such methods. In one
specific example, instructions ate provided for carrying out the various operations of the

method 100 depicted in FIGS. 2A and 2B for facilitating financial consulting services. The
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determine a collection of indices, wherein each one of
sai d indices corresponds to a respective investnent
wovdohiosy783 i nvest ment portfolio; and deternm nePaT/US2006/005371
conposite investnent index performance score dependent
upon information derived froman investnent index
instructions pml}f be aegessibledny e declémhasgw@an@a pasfonm; frem gamemgry apparatus

o th doci ) A Bl AT CLRCKRNE K0, PRy ia o 88 0 remor

etc), from dnnz)ﬁﬁhftﬁenfeadktﬂe ®9sa drive udﬂSofCthUSieﬁ@oaaasdlsahcé phsfbnﬁr(e g, a
data processi ng device to: determ ne an asset clas

diskette, 2 eQnPRcl M hARECAHMINRP! BICAIE DIty BXATRRIES B CRBUIE “readable
medium méchYefsat{%g&g acP Yidid 8t | oharantﬂ-lvéoe\f/flﬂ Mo 1?3‘9%9@&@&&&? a computer

e assessnment betwden t e al
program for reaesyingeott dimdnaialpconsliing sefvicesnfuattiomaditydn accordance with

nvest pent s resent ed thjn the asset class. 9. The
emb"d‘men'ﬁélfﬁg%IDUFHQY%SEHI%SW%?]%%?%| ng said at |east one

data processing device to objectively quantify said

i nvest nent choi ces includes causing said at Ieast one

. Aol SRR R TEhGE aud syueis b arer s o b fabefiments of

the inventive disd1dshie8 i Herdif hotd FRAGH MRS B i %ﬁ@ﬁgﬁﬁﬁzﬁ’mﬁl utility
respective investnment within an investnent portfolio;

to investorsaihés contemplated that such methods and systems may be configured spec1ﬁcally
for providing utility in the areas of commercial and residential lending, venture capital
funding, investment banking services. Furthermore, it is contemplated that such methods and
systems may be configured for providing utility beyond financial services. Specifically,
embodiments of the decision-assistance platform functionality disclosed herein may be
applied in applications other than financial services. Retail e-commerce applications, market
research applications, human resource applications, dating services and raw material
procurement are examples of such applications where an objective and unbiased scoring and
ranking assessment of all available choices (i.e., Within any universe of choices, the
differencés among them which may be quantified) functionality, consistent with a client’s (or
consumer’s) individual needs, goals and/or desires, provided by the decision-assistance

platform functionality are useful.

t
The inventive disclosures made herein relate to facilitating financial consulting

services. Methods and equipment in accordance with - embodiments of the inventive
disclosures made herein are configured for enabling quantitatively ranked investment choices
to be offered to clients By trusted advisers (e.g., attorneys, lawyers, siblings, community .
bankers, and the like) who are not necessarily professionals within the traditional financial
services industry. The trusted advisor is thus armed with the knowledge to coordinate all of
their clients’ financial services needs, not as product salespeople, but in their traditionai role
as the providers of independent advice. In doing so, the client is provided with an increased
level of trust with respect to the financial information being provided and the person

providing the financial information.

30 Atty. Docket No. 1651.030002



determine a plurality of investnment index performance
scores, wherein each one of said investnent index
WQR7Hp478hce scores corresponds to a respecti vECT/US2006/005371
i nvestment index and wherein the respective investnent
i ndex corresponds to, a.respective one, of said )
Methoflsciy aERTIanes Py SRbRAmERISaat theGnveriye fisdloniresrmage hevein
d system 2oMfi&IE4 Fo if0osainth MethGRSiroRR thRld RIVRAGESRAVIEE access
an sysemggw te to ob c{{g??/el;] quaentif rgai d invest nment ct@i%ces
to such meihvok iles affilisted grustadd adiisdreln witho Aepraptietayyr $ippodi agangement

ctoing, LGRS0 R EES R, B b b BB s, laorm

enables the APGlisted uicCadvisoRROBdVISe HHEKESHdR and 16l @¥orddiate EoTatiems to
score dependent upon information derived from said

their needs; puiseereing thentesponwbitity f rireduetoresearch,] comprsatiyve Refgsypent,

. laim.d er.ein c i Nd. sai east d

implements A RSB0, SN 08, FyBbukFlF b PR Ui it

efficiencies aad alibws Affiliatddatusedd alvidorciodagel € ootifineghsintithead nmeediag with
one data processing device to: determne a collection

and advisingf theirdelicats. qubigh dénthe jpest mApPQIFanh1angnbesk isgRf thepniime. It
climinses o150 SRHH! bl BILL, LHTCY 8, M8 G procuc
salespeople,i alloesihgeind affiliatidntrasted advdsdrnonttajm atlhge ipprtianaf revenues that
determ ne_a gonposite, investnent inde er f or mance
they have tradiipnallyapieriad AtV A o TSR ASSRs JBR SEIEtPPPEm an
I nvest ment index performance score of each one of said
i ndi ces.

Furthermore, methods and systems in accordance with embodiments of the inventive
disclosures made herein are designed to address a number of increasingly important and
troubling trends that both consumers and professional advisory firms are now facing. The
growing complexity and range of available choices is creating increasing uncertainty and stress
among clients and their advisors (i.e., those individuals trying to help them make informed
decisions with regard to product selection), and is increasing the need for unbiased, trustworthy
advice. As the range of available choices continues to proliferate and as the volume and
complexity of information about them continues to grow, many investors simply do not have
the time to become knowledgeable about what their choices are, much less having the time and
the ability to confidently choose from among them. In essence, many investors no longer have
the time or individual ability to be able to discern what is truly “best” for them and their

families relative to investment choices.

With rapidly expanding access to an increasingly diverse array of financial products
and service choices — as well as increasingly voluminous and complex information about
such choices — consumers incréasingly need help in objectively analyzing the universe of
available investment choices in order to feel secure that they have done “the best” for
themselves and their families. Embodiments of the inventive disclosures made herein
provide solution to increasingly broad needs for objective, trustworthy advice. The

significance of this solution will continue to grow in parallel with the growth and
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12. The method of claim 1l wherein causing said at
| east one data processing device to determ ne said

W@ koozfae478peci fi c consulting i nformati on i ncl ude€T/US2006/005371
causi ng said at | east one data processing device to:

det er nj ne_ an set class corres ding to an al at ed
deVGlOPmeqtn\PZstﬂ\?en%mwgﬁgﬁ‘tbﬁw nSRESLHENt r‘?’f’g‘F’W,rceand g@ oPTHPer

methodologies? Qﬁﬂﬁﬁ%t {e¥BndIBEiar ﬁﬁﬂﬁé QnaSaPpoAE AffilRedd\eRRtedN&dvisors who

al l ocated i nvestrent and a plurality of non-allocated

already possess ethe rgreatest r dagress eficligntnirusti will the abdede syrcegssfully3meet this
. The.nethod of cl.aim 1l wherei.n Si sai . .
expanding gt REpd] ¥y, hor€ SR ol iRl A SOl hoceP %5 inancia

products. client-specific consulting information includes
causi ng said at | east one data processing device to:
determne a plurality of investnent performance
scores, wherein each one of said investnent
In (HREPIESINRY 86aBED HEZripAbA CEPRBite Hag Hech @hfRCloi he accompanying
: investnment within an investnent portfolio; and .
drawings thatfarmnamarahereof, andiip whichnare shewit by Nawofpidlusisatipm specific
. cor r. C . .
exmbodimenficflt Sfich B8 BLuEA el 1R, Blactdld TRUELRRBn AN ind certain
variants thetdof gslve®atn desteibed in suifiviait detailetorenaplecthoseeskilied it therdrt to
“index corresponds_to a_respective

- . f said N
practice theiipneatiptre fitis bt BRisarioad dab oener suligblersRbAURIDLE By Be yfilired
and that lqgé%li;’iggcrhtﬁ%ﬂ%lcﬁl@élg&rﬁﬁ' &3ﬂg?s! ﬁ@f be WRIAFH bR H@giﬁ;ﬁlﬁ% g&m the

‘ eterm ne sal ent-specific cons
spirit or scopabDthaitvention.nForelesnple,fahctiiprmbblbcks shovasin the &igdees &ould be
devi ce to:

further comglrngg ‘o divided in any manner without ’departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. ‘To avoid unnecessary detail, the description omits certain information known to
those skilled in the art. The preceding detailed description is, therefore, not-intended to be
limited to the specific forms set forth herein, but on the contrary, it is intended to cover such

alternatives, modifications, and equivalents, as can be reasonably included within the spirit

and scope of the appended claims.
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determi ne a conposite investnent performance score
fromsaid performance factor scores; and determ ne a
conposite investnent index performance score dependent
upon information derived fromsaid i nvestnent index
performance scores. 15. A systemfor objectively
guantifying i nvestnent choices, conprising: at |east
one data processing devi gq;AjNi§t ructi ons processabl e
by said at | east one data processing device; and an
apparatus fromwhich said instructions are accessible
by said at | east one data processing device; wherein
said instructions are configured for causing said at

| elastA method é@rafapilimtiagﬁna@pi@l@wmdtin@serpﬂceqoaomptis'ngl ate

|nfornat|o cIu n cture..where
e e ghel e ont Had Srder T e A by imgRSEn"
per f or mance ébbéstsﬁfgl from3n@héiyadoupléd @b sA@ af REKIBAE data
factors selected to provide a desired investnent

effect, and moee@mag deecounsymctiong causing seidnat leastiong dataof
sal d perfor %518 d%\% pe.8 tpg»gg%rg%en?%‘gsg%ﬁpEeéﬁ’@at%%fggnatm

perfor mance rov esire

i nvest ment aﬁéladi&lg ambaglﬁing mﬁ:unre;tw}@rﬁu theokeightith structure
performance factors subtends froma first one of said

per f or mance ig¢lpdes g %luraatss@ﬁzsrﬁ@n@a@ﬁmrmmp eptsalele
factors SUb}&Pﬂﬁn rﬁl&ox%%@l% ﬁga‘%fde%%éiu@ﬂév@&ﬂ%ﬁ&e
e plu per

criteria, ality o nce criteria

conpri ses ateffeegahd a treslkumdeighﬂmg valas fooehdt @t ofishid

said invest m%n on%glgclecc%%ena g fa or eac %%te o?sep 8 ! E:gfgrrr]na%fce factors

sai d p p
selected to provide the desired investment effect, wherein a first
group of said performance factors subtends from a first one of
said performance criteria, a second group of performance factors
subtends from a second one of said performance criteria, the
plurality of performance criteria comprises at least risk and return
associated with said investment choices, and at least a portion of
said performance factors are time-based measurements of said
performance criteria; and

said at least one data processing device accessing, from said memory,

instructions causing said at least one data processing device to
determine client-specific consulting information dependent upon
the weighting structure, wherein causing said at least one data
processing device to determine client-specific consulting
information includes causing said at least one data processing
device to use the weighting structure for generating a score for
each one of said performance factors for each one of a plurality of

investment choices, wherein the score for each one of said

performance factors is derived dependent upon a performance
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performance factors are tine-based neasurenents of
said performance criteria; and determ ne consulting

i nformati on dependent upon the weighting structure,
wherei n causing said at | east one data processing
device to determ ne consulting information includes
causing said at | east one data processing device to
use the wei ghbiRgaib w%gbﬁdiﬁgio ERAYHELE Bl ﬁm{aﬁ% or
each one of said performance Tactors for ea ﬁ one of a
plurality offactore®r eaddt onelodisaid sSnvesimeent ichoitéseanddle e f or
each one of said performance factors is derived
dependent upwegp%@qwﬁgixgé"q%@pgwa\% ue
corresponding to each one of said performance factors
for each one of said investnent choices and the

colr ondi ng l.atj ve wei ght.ing .val ye. 16. The s stém
oo BB Fretiodfstaifn! ¥EerE Gusap saidat Bt e gae Hageksing
Pr 0CQ@ewbeD dbedthise él_ﬁenfi%%e%fﬂ'ﬂ RsHARS HbinidionThALd&Rich@ing
i ncludes causing said at |east one data processing

devi saduabledsiong data provepsing devicateaistive atcoppositerinvgstraent
score f.rom said rformance factor scores and the

cor r BegBRRG e B B BroAfs oePtErS A3 "one o
sai d cpeéshondibg eatfd welphtthgl VilucSRE Badhtheff sgid i{férformance

i nvest ment choices. 17. The system of claim 16 wherein
caus Frgrig &prpagh oneatsaidinvedment ghoiredssi ng device to
determ ne consulting information includes causing said

at | east one data processing device to provide a
conparative assessnent for the plurality of investnent
choi dae mgthoded slaipzy wherpincapsing spid gt lepg one dpie Precessing

i nve e T [ aj.
|0 TR, SN ASR B padg TS s Shal

per f sdidaniesst bae takn pseeistg dévicetdPovide acobmphraiied gRéssmgnt
val ue derived froma correspondi Qr,1§g one_of said

r el aforike plaradity phigvesimgrichgrces pideqst patially §ased ondher e
19. : ' [ id i t ti
are foipRei et bR ARIAL T o2 G L0 eact one

data processing device to provide said consulting
information after causing said at | east one data

proc | [ t ry S ' o :
P TR R e o Ve Bl AR A Beriving sid
pr ocpasirmpnckefactoe starepare eachean avtlal deighting vehistdennal H6m a
causi n [ e_data_processin evi.ce. to

said at least. o d
out paqr9°§a? g PR 9 %ahigreraﬁlf/s Hisighing Vvalyes a? thy ing
consghtdnpg i nformation and enabl e access to said
client-specific investnent information for the purpose
of determning related information.
5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
said at least one data processing device accessing, from said memory,
instructions causing said at least one data processing device to
provide said client-specific consulting information after causing
said at least one data processing device to determine said client-
specific consulting information, wherein causing said at least one

data processing device to provide includes at least one of causing
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20. The system of claim15 wherein causing said at

| east one data processing device to determ ne said
consulting information includes causing said at | east
one data processing device to objectively quantify
said i nvestnent choi ces dependent upon said
performance factor scores thereby generating

obj ectivel y Sqwg%gsiv\ﬁger&d@é’ﬁ%é@ﬂl deRk ?@éutpﬁ%saidTafem-

system of claim el n causi g sal d at ast one
dat a pr ocessipagfid evnsultirtginfiinmaton, \dédplaycpaaitlichi speaife

i nvest ment choi Cles | ncl udes causi n‘% sai d at. ﬁast one
data proces<SORFHRg Infarmation ad spahlaaccsssig spid dliepfspagiiic
i ndi ces, whepRlsin&RAGHRNSIEH fof HePulptidt 6EdeteRhinfipeRtd
to a respective 1nvestment within an investnent
portfolio; anfdretier.nm ne a conposite investnent index
performance score dependent upon information derived
froman investnent index performance score of each one
of said indices. 22. The system of claim 20 wherein
cqusiThgnethiod ofclaimdswhernia cdusing prid etlsastwge dataipeecessing

obj egti.vel y, guanti f ai d i nvest nent. chaqi ces. i ncludes
oo CSt s Rl B ne S o ling b ioh RS
det eplisig a1l A3t orftd AESproBEskBERIRNIdE RdoBjectiRlyPdla6 ff £l
i nvestnment within an investnent portfolio; and perform

a coinyastarehtchonss flependaetaipes said perfntmanse frasor scpkes thereby
al | ocat ed. i nyest.nent No] .ty 9f non-all ocated
i nveS8Y NS 9 éeﬁﬁlgglgﬁp %@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁ%ﬂé céglgésf cl ass.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to objectively quantify said investment choices includes causing said
at least one data processing device to:

determine a collection of indices, wherein each one of said indices
corresponds to a respective investment within an investment
portfolio; and

determine a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from an investment index

performance score of each one of said indices.

8. The method of claim 6 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to objectively quantify said investment choices includes causing said
at least one data processing device to:

determine an asset class corresponding to an allocated investment

within an investment portfolio; and
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23. The system of claim 20 wherein causing said at

| east one data processing device to objectively
quantify said i nvestnent choices includes causing said
at | east one data processing device to: determne a
plurality of investnment performance scores, wherein
each one of said investnent perfornmance scores

corr espongribfin & chfiid REGVE iéﬁ—fdx{ﬁéﬁéé IR 8m \%{ ﬁét@eémh?

i nvest nent” port and determne a ura Ity o

i nvest nent i aitbexteﬁ emfastmmﬂaml g pbragy oﬁh@r gllovated ghivestmaents

of said investnent erfo nce scores
cor r esponds ’ieBreﬁer}tEé étg’ﬂ 'Sﬁa?Sﬁ{/gH Sment i ndex and
wherein the respective investnent index corresponds to
a respective one of said investnent perfornance
scores,. 24 h ste of. claim 2 erein

o8 o e ethod OF R oehessin Cululd i A Fasbofe i Brodéhsing
ObJ eQbiive i&’o‘tﬂé@%lyf duafBfytal diHOSABRIChE RS MeRiIdbNEAUIRB Said

causi ng said at | éast one data processing device to:
det ematieass one dmw%ng feret toent perf or mance score

from sai d ,performanc cores:.. and de

compos: t e PRRGE TGS R esr et Bt Ryt geon
upon i nf or megreT sarrihve@enédt perfsmhghct BXRES dRFEspdrdd €Xa
performance scores. 25. The system of claim 15

wher ei n caustieprgciyg ivastmeabwithigsa ieestingit pedtpdiongnd
device t 04 gt%}r’ﬁrng]a}?urgﬁfgdotﬁrg\g%#ﬁ%fﬁ g%ggiﬂe%%ncg Qcores

i ncl udes caus a processing
devi ce to: wherein each one of said investment index performance scores

corresponds to a respective investment index and wherein the
respective investment index corresponds to a respective one of

said investment performance scores.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to objectively quantify said investment choices includes causing said
at least one data processing device to:

determine a composite investment performance score from said
performance factor scores; and

determine a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from said investment index

performance Scores.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to determine said client-specific consulting information includes

causing said at least one data processing device to:



determ ne a collection of indices dependent upon
informati on derived fromsaid tenplate information,
wherei n each one of said indices corresponds to a
respective investnment wthin an investnment portfolio;
and determ ne a conposite investnent index performance
score dependent upon infornmation derived from an

i nvest menty.i.pde R : : '
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The system OferformhMeleomtifeaéofPdfshiddndirbs] at | east
one data processing device to determne said
consulting information includes causing said at | east
one data processing device to: determine a plurality
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sai d i nvestnent performance scores corresponds to a
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respective investnent index and wherein the
within an investment portfolio; and

perform a comparative performance assessment between the
allocated investment and a plurality of non-allocated investments

represented within the asset class.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to determine said client-specific consulting information includes
causing said at least one data processing device to:

determine a plurality of investment performance scores, wherein each
one of said investment performance scores corresponds to a
respective investment within an investment portfolio; and

determine a plurality of investment index performance scores,
wherein each one of said investment index performance scores
corresponds to a respective investment index and wherein the
respective investment index corresponds to a respective one of

said investment performance score.
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respective investnment index corresponds to a
respective one of said investnent performance score.
28. The system of claim 27 wherein causing said at

| east one data processing device to determ ne said
consul ting information includes causing said at | east
one data processing device to: determ ne a conposite

' ny@%@%{&h&%ffc% g&\%ha%&rc%u&ﬁ% 0id at $aftonbak ssing

factor scores; termne a conposite investnent
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instructions interprétable by at | east one data

processi ng desrformanesafadtos sqorest achst r uct i ons conf i gur ed
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structure i nddpesldehg uorPinfdralatiby défivddefdm l’sﬁliﬁﬁﬁ\%stment index
criteria, a plurality of perfornmance factors sel ected

to provi de aPetosmARee scAtgsst ment effect, and a rel ative
wei ghti ng value for each one of said perfornance
criteria and for each one of said performance factors
selected to provide the desired investnent effect,

whiex & systent for sbjeghivalp duantifuipg inyestesnfehieesy PRIBRIFSNgG:

subt ends f{@gh%ngg&%&&%g%lé% d per f or mance
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of sai d per fleastrane data iprdcessireg devinat;

wherein said instructions are configured for causing said at least one
data processing device to:

prepare template information including a weighting structure,
wherein the weighting structure includes a plurality of
performance criteria, a plurality of performance factors
selected to provide a desired investment effect, and a
relative weighting value for each one of said performance
criteria and for each one of said performance factors
selected to provide the desired investment effect, wherein
a first group of said performance factors subtends from a
first one of said performance criteria, a second group of
performance factors subtends from a second one of said
performance criteria, the plurality of performance criteria
comprises at least risk and return associated with said

investment choices, and at least a portion of said
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determ ning consul ting information dependent upon the
wei ghting structure, wherein causing said at | east one
data processing device to determ ne consulting

i nformati on includes causing said at | east one data
processi ng device to use the weighting structure for
generating a score for each one of said perfornance
factors for each rifande RltorSdrb tiheMbastdMRENIERENts of said
choi ces, wherein the score for each one of said

per f or mance f act opgfarmades ¢ritedda;degendent upon a

performance factor val ue rrespondi ng to .each one of
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i nvest ment choi cegefing beudt@re! Whdteindaldng Sdidat é8st one data
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i ncl udes providi a conparative assessnent for the
plurality of invesiensfishidgeefotmancetfadtonss dgravedidepéndent upon
based on the conposite investnent performnce sco

es.
32. The conputer-3B ancefagion Yplge cRreiPRNSa S i e3chioe of
sai d weighting vaéaw@}ge&&ﬁﬁnwfa%ﬁ 16k B8hS@Heth  said inyestment
performance factor scores are each an actual weighting
val ue derived fr ochoicesand depondspogdingaelative sietghting value.
rel ati ve wei ghting val ues of the weighting structure.
33. The conputer-readabl e medi um of claim 29 wherein
said set of instructions configured for causing said

at 1. eHst system afad@imploowbesimngpusieg sad at lzastame glataprocessing
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pur pesig isfesti@inetiditésng rel ated i nformation. 34. The
conmput er - r eadabl e nmedi um of claim?29 wherein

determ ning said consulting information includes
obj ectively quantifying said investnent choices

depe NElRysteROST ctaindl PRhérein qansiag b4 holeast@ae datatpredestisg

generating objectively quantified investnent choices.
device fo detérmine consulting information includes causing said at least one
data processing device to provide a comparative assessment for the plurality
of investment choices at least partially based on the composite investment

performance scores.

18. The system of claim 15 wherein said weighting values used in deriving said

performance factor scores are each an actual weighting value derived from a
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35. The conputer-readabl e medi um of claim 34 wherein
obj ectively quantifying said investnent choices

i ncludes: determning a collection of indices, wherein
each one of said indices corresponds to a respective
investnment within an investnent portfolio; and

determ ning a conposite investnent index performnce

scor ‘éoﬁ@sﬁtﬁﬂ&iﬁgbnélap&'& RAAIVERL; olrnga{%mé@ df {HeQPRigiting

I nvest e I ndex performance s each one of said

i ndi sieectut86. The conput er-readabl e nedi um of claim 34

wherei n objectively quantifying said investnent

choi ces includes: determ ning an asset cl ass

corresponding to an all ocated investnent within an

i nife STheesystemooficlaiini I6; wherdin seik ihstruxitiogs arefartipaxcanfigured for

per f or mance, s§essmsn bet ween the. al |l ocated . .

" v SRR Svihil ISP PR 9217 PRPCGTINASIEY ISRt BLAvidy said consulting

| NVesRitionBef S‘aﬁﬁiﬁtg‘%gid"ﬁ:ttléﬂsﬂoﬂéﬁt@ﬁx%@éss%@%ﬁce & -

The conputer-readabl € medi um of clai'm 34 wherein

obj edetenming sajd anpsultingigfarniation.weescimearsineggiid akleast one data

I ncl ggo%gs'sing device to provide includes at least one of causing said at least one
data processing device to output said consulting information, display said
consulting information and enable access to said client-specific investment

information for the purpose of determining related information.

20. The system of claim 15 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to determine said consulting information includes causing said at least
one data processing device to objectively quantify said investment choices
dependent upon said performance factor scores thereby generating

objectively quantified investment choices.

21. The system of claim 20 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to objectively quantify said investment choices includes causing said
at least one data processing device to:

determine a collection of indices, wherein each one of said indices
corresponds to a respective investment within an investment
portfolio; and

determine a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from an investment index

performance score of each one of said indices.
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determining a plurality of investnent performance
scores, wherein each one of said investnent
performance scores corresponds to a respective
investnment within an investnent portfolio; and
determining a plurality of investnent index
performance scores, wherein each one of said

| e SEERE et WiRSI(f WhAFBRCBuS R 548 aCRAL SRR ARE PrdRsdng
e e

respective | nvest ment ex an erein the respective

i nvedéviento ajetivelysuastsiycadsnyetmentebpiect inckndeneausiing said
sai d jnvestnent performance scores. 38. The

conpdt &ps ng‘éﬁtﬁﬂ’g"w& Vi€ 1 ai m 34 wherein

obj ect i velyiefiaBah hidenN@lasidotrebpbidfia P8 Ah afbit&EBvestment
i ncludes: determ ning a conposite investnent

per f or mance witinanfirvesiment goptolivpandance factor scores;

and deternining a conpesite.investnent index

per  or manBe e gos o HERRRTLATARcE Ararme Bl em b e
from sai d i nARSAER fveithidaKarded plardhen6EncitaliRated Hvesthiemts
conput er -readabl e nmedi um of claim29 wherein

det er mi ni ng Téptesenishwithinithqjasselfdassat i on i ncl udes:
determ ning a collection of indices dependent upon at
| east a portion of said investnment choices, wherein
each one of said indices corresponds to a respective

i Reskhessten afielaima9 wheyeiscapsing pad af lepst ene defg processing

device to objectively quantify said investment choices includes causing said
at least one data processing device to:
determine a plurality of investment performance scores, wherein each
one of said investment performance scores corresponds to a
respective investment within an investment portfolio; and
determine a plurality of investment index performance scores,
wherein each one of said investment index performance scores
corresponds to a respective investment index and wherein the
respective investment index corresponds to a respective one of

said investment performance scores.

24. The system of claim 23 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to objectively quantify said investment choices includes causing said
at least one data processing device to:

determine a composite investment performance score from said
performance factor scores; and

determine a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from said investment index

performance SCOrcs.

41 °



determi ning a conposite investnent index perfornmance
score dependent upon infornmation derived from an

i nvestment i ndex performance score of each one of said
i ndi ces. 40. The conputer-readabl e nmedi um of claim29
wherein determ ning said consulting information

i ncl udes; determ ning an asset class corresponding to

amal ’h’fé%ggtgﬁll (gfb‘feﬁﬁlt f%ﬁer@lintc'ailﬂﬂ% Baill BV REL RO Pata rocessing
portfolio; and performng a conparative performnance
assesdsviento determimnsaiheormsiilting antfednationgsclodes cansidg said at least
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i nvest ment pleerhsaidderoplatedofosmation avherein eadhronsrod saifl indices
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and det er m Ridigoldo;Rhdral i ty of investnent index
performance scores, wherein each one of said
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sai d i nvest rpepforpaidegtonent eadCatesf sdid.indibes.
comput er - r eadabl e nedi um of claim41 wherein
determ ning said consulting information includes:

26. The system of claim 15 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to determine said consulting information includes causing said at least
one data processing device to:

determine an asset class corresponding to an allocated investment
within an investment portfolio; and

perform a comparative performance assessment between the
allocated investment and a plurality of non-allocated investments

represented within the asset class.

27. The system of claim 15 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to determine said consulting information includes causing said at least
one data processing device to:

determine a plurality of investment performance scores, wherein each
one of said investment performance scores corresponds to a
respective investment within an investment portfolio; and

determine a plurality of investment index performance scores,
wherein each one of said investment index performance scores

corresponds to a respective investment index and wherein the
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determi ning a conposite investnent performnce score
fromsaid performance factor scores; and determ ning
a conposite investnent index performance score
dependent upon information derived from said
i nvest ment index performance scores.

respective investment index corresponds to a respective one of

said investment performance score.

28. The system of claim 27 wherein causing said at least one data processing
device to determine said consulting information includes causing said at least
one data processing device to:

determine a composite investment performance score from said
performance factor scores; and

determine a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from said investment index

performance scores.

29. A computer-readable medium having tangibly embodied thereon and
accessible therefrom a set of instructions interpretable by at least one data
processing device, said set of instructions configured for causing said at least
one data processing device to carry out operations for:

providing a weighting structure including a plurality of
performance criteria, a plurality of performance factors
selected to provide a desired investment effect, and a
relative weighting value for each one of said performance
criteria and for each one of said performance factors
selected to provide the desired investment effect, wherein
a first group of said performance factors subtends from a
first one of said performance criteria, a second group of
performance factors subtends from a second one of said
performance criteria, the plurality of performance criteria
comprises at least risk and return associated with said
investment choices, and at least a portion of said
performance factors are time-based measurements of said
performance criteria; and
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30.

31.

32.

determining consulting information dependent upon the
weighting structure, wherein causing said at least one data
processing device to determine consulting information
includes causing said at least one data processing device
to use the weighting structure for generating a score for
each one of said performance factors for each one of a
plurality of investment choices, wherein the score for each
one of said performance factors is derived dependent upon
a performance factor value corresponding to each one of
said performance factors for each one of said investment

choices and the corresponding relative weighting value.

The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein determining consulting
information includes deriving a composite investment performance score
from said performance factor scores and the corresponding relative
weighting value for each one of said performance criteria for each one of

said investment choices.

The computer-readable medium of claim 30 wherein determining consulting
information includes providing a comparative assessment for the plurality of
investment choices at least partially based on the composite investment

performance scores.

The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein said weighting values
used in deriving said performance factor scores are each an actual weighting
value derived from a corresponding one of said relative weighting values of

the weighting structure.
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33. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein said set of instructions
configured for causing said at least one data processing device to carry out
operations for:

providing said consulting information after causing said at least one
data processing device to determine said consulting information,
wherein providing said consulting information includes at least
one of outputting said consulting information, display said
consulting information, and enable access to said client-specific
investment information for the purpose of determining related

information.

34. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein determining said
consulting information includes objectively quantifying said investment
choices dependent upon said performance factor scores thereby generating

objectively quantified investment choices.

35. The computer-readable medium of claim 34 wherein objectively quantifying
said investment choices includes:
determining a collection of indices, wherein each one of said indices
corresponds to a respective investment within an investment
portfolio; and
determining a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from an investment index

performance score of each one of said indices.

36. The computer-readable medium of claim 34 wherein objectively quantifying
said investment choices includes:
determining an asset class corresponding to an allocated investment

within an investment portfolio; and
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performing a comparative performance assessment between the
allocated investment and a plurality of non-allocated investments

represented within the asset class.

37. The computer-readable medium of claim 34 wherein objectively quantifying
said investment choices includes:

determining a plurality of investment performance scores, wherein
each one of said investment performance scores corresponds to a
respective investment within an investment portfolio; and

determining a plurality of investment index performance scores,
wherein each one of said investment index performance scores
corresponds to a respective investment index and wherein the
respective investment index corresponds to a respective one of

said investment performance scores.

38. The computer-readable medium of claim 34 wherein objectively quantifying
said investment choices includes:
determining a composite investment performance score from said
performance factor scores; and
determining a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from said investment index

performance scores.

39. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein determining said
consulting information includes:
determining a collection of indices dependent upon at least a portion
of said investment choices, wherein each one of said indices
corresponds to a respective investment within an investment

portfolio; and
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determining a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from an investment index

performance score of each one of said indices.

40. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein determining said
consulting information includes:
determining an asset class corresponding to an allocated investment
within an investment portfolio; and
performing a comparative performance assessment between the
allocated investment and a plurality of non-allocated investments

represented within the asset class.

41. The computer-readable medium of claim 29 wherein determining said
consulting information includes:

determining a plurality of investment performance scores, wherein
each one of said investment performance scores corresponds to a
respective investment within an investment portfolio; and

determining a plurality of investment index performance scores,
wherein each one of said investment index performance scores
corresponds to a respective investment index and wherein the
respective investment index corresponds to a respective one of

said investment performance score.

42. The computer-readable medium of claim 41 wherein determining said
consulting information includes:
determining a composite investment performance score from said

performance factor scores; and
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determining a composite investment index performance score
dependent upon information derived from said investment index

performance scores.
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