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-1-SPECIFICATIONINDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED ABSORBENT
ARTICLE INCLUSIVE OF WRAPPING SHEET 5 TECHNICAL FIELD [0001]
The present invention relates to individually wrapped absorbent articles
inclusive of a wrapping sheet. 10 RELATED ART 0002] Sanitary napkins,
one of typical examples of absorbent ayticles is usually dispensed in the form
of an individually wrapped sanitary napkin. Such individually wrapped
sanitary 15 napkin is adapted to be taken off from the wrapping sheet when
it is actually used by unsealingdhe wrapping sheet.cl he wrapping sheet
individually wrapping the sanitary napkin is often used also to wrap the used
sanitary napkin for disposal thereof. 20 [0003] For example, PATENT
DOCUMENT 1 discloses an individually wrapped sanitary napkin with an
arrangement suth INAD& AldctaniaPwrappiieRrsheet bRiiehbsorbent article

IS
INCLUSIVE OF WRAPPING SHEET

TECHNICAL FIELD
[0001]

The present invention relates to individually wrapped
absorbent articles inclusive of a wrapping sheet.
RELATED ART
[0002]

Sanitary napkins, one of typical examples of absorbent
articles is usually dispensed in the form of an individually
wrapped sanitary napkin. Such individually wrapped sanitary
napkin is adapted to be taken off from the wrapping sheet when
it is actually used by unsealing the wrapping sheet.

The wrapping sheet individually wrapping the sanitary
napkin is often used also to wrap the used sanitary napkin for
disposal thereof.

[0003]

For example, PATENT DOCUMENT 1 discloses an individually

wrapped sanitary napkin with an arrangement such that a

rectangular wrapping sheet for the absorbent article 1is
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-2- provided on one end thereof with a tape fastener adapted to seal the
wrapping sheet containing therein the absorbent article and to seal again the
wrapping sheet containing therein the used absorbent article for disposal
thereof. 5 [0004] PATENT DOCUMENT 1: Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open Publication No. 1997-220254 DISCLOSURE OF THE
INVENTION PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION 10 [0005] It
should be considered here that exchange of the sanitary napkin is usually
camied aytiwithiha elativelrtight spaeea sugh-as-a teileir Flntherswee, when
it is desired to wrap the used sanitary napkin again with the wrapping sheet
farrdisposab 1bdhereot, idsessentigl finstrteiposition e usedtsanitaryl aapkin
properly positioned on the wrapping sheet so that the used sanitary napkin
niight et protadde fiomithe nyrapping sheeto Thentheavrdpping shdet onsed
which the used sanitary napkin has been properly positioned must be folded
bakk $rdraits are end<2d theréod irrthellorigitadinal direction successively by
a given dimension for each folding back. Taking account of such
rédiiferhents, the wrapping sheet is preferably arranged to

PATENT DOCUMENT 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open
Publication No. 1997-220254

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0005]

It should be considered here that exchange of the sanitary
napkin is usually carried out within a relatively tight space
such as a toilet. Furthermore, when it is desired to wrap the
used sanitary napkin again with the wrapping sheet for disposal
thereof, it is essential first to position the used sanitary
napkin properly positioned on the wrapping sheet so that the
used sanitary napkin might not protrude from the wrapping sheet.
Then the wrapping sheet on which the used sanitary napkin has
been properly positioned must be folded back from its one end
thereof in the longitudinal direction successively by a given
dimension for each folding back. Taking account of such
requirements, the wrapping sheet is preferably arranged to

facilitate the user to wrap the used sanitary napkin even in
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facilitate the user to wrap the used sanitary napkin even in -3- a tight space.
However, in the individually wrapped absorbent article disclosed in PATENT
DOCUMENT 1, the wrapping sheet has no ingenuity facilitating the user to
wrap the used sanitary absorbent article again with the wrapping sheet for
disposal 5 of the used sanitary napkinz [0006] In view of the problem as has
been described above, it is a principal object of the present invention to
provide an individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the 10
wgapping sheetdmprovedsa-thatthewrapping sheet facilitatinga the disesknt
absorbent article to be wrapped again for disposal thereof. MEASURE TO
SOOItV E TEHE BROBEEM n[@RAZENIS IBased-an findings thatibe wrapping has
sheet may be provided in predetermined regions with displays to achieve the
obfectnsetforttyabbeve, thecinventordeveloped@and apcomplished thenitary
present invention. More specifically, the present invention provides the
irrdividoby wiappedlabserbent aiticletaswill beb 20t estried beloW.50008]

of the used sanitary napkin.

[0006]

In view of the problem as has been described above, it
is a principal object of the present invention to provide an
individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the
wrapping sheet improved so that the wrapping sheet facilitating
the used absorbent article to be wrapped again for disposal
thereof.

MEASURE TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM
[0007]

Based on findings that the wrapping sheet may be provided
in predetermined regions with displays to achieve the object
set forth above, the inventor developed and accomplished the
present invention. More specifically, the present invention
provides the individually wrapped absorbent article as will be
described below.

[0008]

(1) An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive

of a wrapping sheet comprising an absorbent article having a
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(1) An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of a wrapping sheet
comprising an absorbent article having a -4- shape being relatively long in a
longitudinal direction having a liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious
back-sheet and a liquid-retentive absorbent core and a wrapping sheet
having a shape being also relatively lopg in the longitudinal 5 direction
arranged to cover the back-sheet of the absorbent article so as to be folded
back in the longitudinal direction of the absorbent article by a predetermined
folddeagth idimension; tespectively; with tbedeop-sheeti inside; the oindividually
wrapped absorbent article being characterized in 10 that: the wrapping sheet
isaprovigied withra fisstdisplays region havingaipredeterineddengtik—sheet
dimension as measured from one end of the wrapping sheet in the
longitudinal airectiontaaTd: the |ledgthrdimensiornr ef thedfirst displayiregionhéset
set to be smaller than the fold length dimension. 15 [0009] (2) The
individually wreapped abserbenrvarticle inclasdivel of the wikdppihgshidegdinal
defined by Claim 1 wherein the first display region is located not to be
eXpBSEd tritsitELATAE JintiRiGGARF wrapp&d absohsert aficle RadiRgdest
folded back 20 by the fold length dimension.

article so as"to be folded back in the longitudinal direction
of the absorbent article by a predetermined fold length
dimension, respectively, with the top-sheet inside, the
individually wrapped absorbent article being characterized in
that: the wrapping sheet is provided with a first display
region having a predetermined length dimension as measured from
one end of the wrapping sheet in the longitudinal direction and
the length dimension of the first display region is set to be
smaller than the fold length dimension.

[0009]

(2) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 1 wherein the first
display region is located not to be exposed outside in the
individually wrapped absorbent article having been folded back
by the fold length dimension.

[0010]
(3) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive

of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 1 or 2 wherein an end
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[0010] (3) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the
wrapping sheet defined by Claim 1 or 2 wherein an end -5- opposite to the
one end of the wrapping sheet as viewed in the longitudinal direction is
provided with a tape fastener attached thereto and serving to fix the
individually wrapped absorbent articlesin the folded back state. 5 [0011] (4)
An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping sheet
comprising an absorbent article having a shape being relatively long in a
longitudinal disectiendravisgdaadiquidependaous tep-sheet, adiguid-impervious
back-sheet 10 and a liquid-retentive absorbent core, on one hand, and a
wrappingushieetlhaving=a shape beingaiso relativeiytlong intheclongitudinal:
direction arranged to cover the back-sheet of the absorbent article, on the
othrardvard) sathattthedandivedualiyh gvrappedkabserbent articleavhereindheed
individually wrapped 15 absorbent article is folded back onto the top-sheet so
thdtsoneend irthieclbagitadina diretted rhaytiedhside-and the other end
lies outside and fixed in the folded shape, the individually wrapped absorbent
aftitlé being characterized in that: the wrapping sheet is provided with a first
display region havin
(4) An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet comprising an absorbent article having
a shape being relatively long in a longitudinal direction having
a liquid-pervious top-sheet, a ligquid-impervious back-sheet
and a liquid-retentive absorbent core, on one hand, and a
wrapping sheet having a shape being also relatively long in the
longitudinal direction arranged to cover the back-sheet of the
absorbent article, on the other hand, so that the individually
wrapped absorbent article wherein the individually wrapped
absorbent article is folded back onto the top-sheet so that one
end in the longitudinal direction may lie inside and the other
end lies outside and fixed in the folded shape, the individually
wrapped absorbent article being characterized in that: the
wrapping sheet is provided with a first display region having
a predetermined length dimension as measured from the one end
in the longitudinal direction.

[0012]

(5) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
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20 a predetermined length dimension as measured from the one end in the
longitudinal direction. [0012] (5) The individually wrapped absorbent article
inclusive -6- of the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims 1 through 4
wherein the first display region displays information relating to menstruation.
[0013] 5 (6) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the
wrapping sheet defined by Claim 3 or 4 wherein the wrapping sheet is
provided with a second display region having a predetermined length
dimensionas preasyreddtamithe etheriendanfP04 10 (D1 Eheindividuallygh
wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6
whergir the secand dispkay regisplhias itsdength dimepsiorslarger dhan that
of the first display region. [0015] 15 (8) The individually wrapped absorbent
article inclusive ot thve wrappimg-sheet defined by Claim 6 or 7 wherein the
individually wrapped absorbent article folded in three so that the second
display tegion in the wrapping sheet may cover the

(6) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 3 or 4 wherein the wrapping
sheet 1s provided with a second display region having a
predetermined length dimension as measured from the other end.
[0014]

(7) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 wherein the second
display region has its length dimension larger than that of the
first display region.

[0015]

(8) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 or 7 wherein the
individually wrapped absorbent article folded in three so that
the second display region in the wrapping sheet may cover the
first display region.

[0016]

(9) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive

of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 or 7 wherein the

individually wrapped absorbent article is adapted to be folded
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first display region. 20 [0016] (9) The individually wrapped absorbent article
inclusive of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 or 7 wherein the
individually wrapped absorbent article is adapted to be folded -7- in four and
the third display region is covered with the second display region in the
individually wrapped absorbent article folded in four. [0017] 5 (10) The
individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping sheet
defined by any one of Claims 6 through 9 wherein the first display region and

thesecend.display tegion display corntentsrcaorsetatedrwithwaach etbhesecond
[0018] 10 (11) The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the

wiappingysheetidefined tyeClaim: 9 o1l Whereinp the fisst-displaytregion and
the third display region display contents correlated to each other. [0019] 15
(X2 Tkd individuatly wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping
sheet defined by any one of Claims 6 through 11 wherein the tape fastener
is(fdtined with a display

(10) The individually wrapped absorbent article
inclusive of the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims
6 through 9 wherein the first display region and the second
display region display contents correlated with each other.
[0018]

(11) The individually wrapped absorbent article
inclusive of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 9 or 10 wherein
the first display region and the third display region display
contents correlated to each other.

[0019]

(12) The individually wrapped absorbent article
inclusive of the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims
6 through 11 wherein the tape fastener is formed with a display
region associated therewith and the second display region
cooperates with the tape fastener's display region to form an
integrated graphics.

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

[0020]

According to the present invention, the wrapping sheet



region associated therewith and the second display region cooperates with
the tape fastener's display region to form an 20 integrated graphics. EFFECT
OF THE INVENTION 0020] According to the present invention, the wrapping
sheet -8- may be provided in predetermined regions thereof with displays to
provide the individually wrapped absarpent article inclusive of the wrapping
sheet adapted to wrap the used absorbent article again for disposal thereof.
5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS [0021] [Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a plan
view showing-aadadividuaby srappede abseshentsatticle {indivicualty: wrapped
sanitary napkin) according to a first embodiment of the present invention in
its 4 0 tnseadedstateds viewed fromaatopt sheetSide oftheisanitan: Inapkin.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a plan view showing the individually wrapped sanitary napkin
ob Figh¢ aftephavingeen foldeddsbck from & near end side obthe vrappete
absorbent article by a first 15 folding dimension. [Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a plan view
shewimg fiee irtlividaatly thereof.

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0021]
[Fig. 1] Fig. 1l is aplanview showing an individually wrapped
absorbent article (individually wrapped sanitary napkin)
according to a first embodiment of the present invention in its
10  unsealed state as viewed from a top-sheet side of the sanitary
napkin.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 1is a plan view showing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 1 after having been folded back
from a rear end side of the wrapped absorbent article by a first
15 folding dimension.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 1is a plan view showing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 1 having been folded in three.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 1is a plan view showing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 1 as viewed from the outer
20 surface of the wrapping sheet.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a plan view illustrating a step of
positioning the used sanitary napkin so as to overlap a first

display region of the wrapping sheet in the course of wrapping
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wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 1 having been folded in three. [Fig. 4] Fig. 4
is a plan view showing the individually wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 1 as
viewed from the outer 20 surface of the wrapping sheet. [Fig. 5] Fig. 5is a
plan view illustrating a step of positioning the used sanitary napkin so as to
overlap a first display region of the wrgpping sheet in the course of wrapping
-9- the used sanitary napkin with the wrapping sheet. [Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a
diagram illustrating the used sanitary napkin completely wrapped around
withethesweapping sheet.n fipigi ] Frig 7 arplan view shewingdhe individually
wrapped 5 absorbent article (individually wrapped sanitary napkin) according
ta aisecohd enthoginteritsobthel presentiimventien tri rits thsealedistateiasry
viewed from a top-sheet side of the sanitary napkin. [Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a plan
vievpkhowingthe rrdividually o0 wrapped sanitary mapkireobEigy 7saftert -
having been folded back from the rear end side of the wrapped absorbent
afficle bythe firstfeldirgimension. fiRigy OPFighe isreplandvienl showiimg tive
individually wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 8 after having been further 15

o188 Bk roft tHe tear éhaside &f e WrappetPalsofsertcary napkin)

according to a second embodiment of the present invention in
its unsealed state as viewed from a top-sheet side of the
sanitary napkin.

[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a plan view showing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 7 after having been folded back
from the rear end side of the wrapped absorbent article by the
first folding dimension.

[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 1is a plan view showing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 8 after having been further
folded back from the rear end side of the wrapped absorbent
article by the first folding dimension.

[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a plan view showing the individually
wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 7 having been folded in three.
[Fig. 11] Fig. ll isadiagramillustrating another embodiment
of a second display region on the wrapping sheet in the
individually wrapped sanitary napkin according to the present
invention.

[Fig. 12] Fig. l2isadiagramillustrating another embodiment
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article by the first folding dimension. [Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a plan view showing
the individually wrapped sanitary napkin of Fig. 7 having been folded in
three. [Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating another embodiment 20 of a
second display region on the wrapping sheet in the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin according to the presept. invention. [Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a
diagram illustrating another embodiment -10- of the first display region on the
wrapping sheet in the individually wrapped sanitary napkin according to the
peesert dnyantion. dDENEEIGATON Qn RERERENGE NYMRBAL SiUSER:
IN THE DRAWINGS 5 [0022] 1 individually wrapped sanitary napkin
(indviduallys Wrappedabsodzernittartigle: nctusiveceithe wrappinghsheetp 2nt
sanitary napkin (absorbent article) 10 21 top-sheet 22 main body section 23
wings 24iwimgs' adhesive regions 25 protection sheet for adhesive regions

IDENTIFICATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS USED IN THE DRAWINGS
[0022]
1 individually wrapped sanitary napkin (individually

wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping

sheet)
2 sanitary napkin (absorbent article)
21 top-sheet
22 main body section
23 wings
24 wings' adhesive regions
25 protection sheet for adhesive regions
26 rear flaps
27 rear flap's adhesive regions
3 wrapping sheet
31 front end section
32 rear end section
33 first display region
34 second display region
35 third display region

4 tape fastener
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15 26 rear flaps 27 rear flap's adhesive regions 3 wrapping sheet 31 front
end section 32 rear end section 20 33 first display region 34 second display
region 35 third display region 4 tape fastener -11- 41 tape fastener's display
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS [0023]
Now an individually wrapped absorbenyj article inclusive 5 of a wrapping
sheet will be described below on the basis of a preferred first embodiment
thereof with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the first
embodimenicthespresest inventign isy implemented in the form of an
individually wrapped sanitary 10 napkin inclusive of the wrapping sheet.
[0024] Referoag ¢ Figs.cN throughe3, rRerrd Ridualyperapped sanitary
napkin 1 comprises a sanitary napkin 2 having a shape

[0023]

Now an individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of a wrapping sheet will be described below on the basis of a
preferred first embodiment thereof with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

In the first embodiment, the present invention 1is
implemented in the form of an individually wrapped sanitary
napkin inclusive of the wrapping sheet.

[0024]

Referring to Figs. 1 through 3, the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 comprises a sanitary napkin 2 having a shape
which is relatively long in a longitudinal direction and a
wrapping sheet 3 having a shape which is also relatively long
in the longitudinal direction and located to cover a back-sheet
side of the sanitary napkin.

[0025]

Referring to Fig. 1, the sanitary napkin 2 is shaped to
be longer in the longitudinal direction and has a section A
adapted to face the relevant excretion organ of the wearer when

the sanitary napkin 2 is put on, a front section B at a distance

from the section A toward the wearer's ventral side when the



5

10

15

20

which is relatively long in a longitudinal direction and a 15 wrapping sheet 3
having a shape which is also relatively long in the longitudinal direction and
located to cover a back-sheet side of the sanitary napkin. [0025] Referring to
Fig. 1, the sanitary napkin 2 is shaped to 20 be longer in the longitudinal
direction and has a section A adapted i face the relevant excretion organ of
the wearer when the sanitary napkin 2 is put on, a front section B at a
distance from the section A toward the wearer's ventral side when the -12-
sanitaryarapkie2 is pt 0N aod akeansestionC ata distancea freomdhetance
section A toward the wearer' dorsal side when the sanitary napkin 1 is put
ofr dhetsanitasy hapkina2 comprisesta: liguid=pervious: Satopsshret2iean the
side facing the wearer's skin, a liquid-impervious back-sheet (not shown) on
thesidesfacing rdway frons thherwearer's skin and a liquid-retentive absorbent
core (not shown) sandwiched between the top-sheet 21 and the back-sheet.
The sanifdry napgkiht2hds aarinbody Xospaped 10 o belreldtivere fonigirs
the longitudinal direction and a pair of wings 23, 23 extending outward in the
trapRverseedireétion©df bbflt side 88geSsrithe miaiebotiszer 's  skin, a

liquid-impervious back-sheet (not shown) on the side facing
away from the wearer's skin and a ligquid-retentive absorbent
core (not shown) sandwiched between the top-sheet 21 and the
back—-sheet. The sanitary napkin 2 has a main body 22 shaped
to be relatively long in the longitudinal direction and a pair
of wings 23, 23 extending outward in the transverse direction
of both side edges of the main body 22.

[0026]

The main body 22 is provided on its side facing away from
the wearer's skin with main body's adhesive regions (not shown)
extending in the longitudinal direction and the respective
wings 23, 23 are provided on the side thereof facing away from
the wearer's skin (i.e., on the back-sheet side) with wings'
adhesive regions 24, 24, respectively.

The sanitary napkin 2 having a pair of the wings 23, 23
folded back onto the top-sheet 21 is placed on the wrapping sheet
3 so that the main body's adhesive regions may be temporarily

bonded to the wrapping sheet 3. The wings' adhesive regions
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[0026] The main body 22 is provided on its side facing away from 15 the
wearer's skin with main body's adhesive regions (not shown) extending in
the longitudinal direction and the respective wings 23, 23 are provided on the
side thereof facing away from the wearer's skin (i.e., on the back-sheet side)
with wings' adhesive regions 24, 24, rgspectively. 20 The sanitary napkin 2
having a pair of the wings 23, 23 folded back onto the top-sheet 21 is placed
on the wrapping sheet 3 so that the main body's adhesive regions may be
tempararity honded éo theavrappingtsheet:3nthewings adhesiecregionstn
-13- 24, 24 provided on the respective wings 23, 23 are covered with a
peotecting sheey 25ndefrontend portion of the adhesive region protecting
sheet 25 is folded back and bonded to a rear end portion 32 of 5 the
wrappingisieetrd bynrteans of adheSiverh ot Showin)avinen the irdivideatlyng
wrapped sanitary napkin 1 is folded back. 0027] Referring to Fig. 1, the
wrapping Sheet 3ohds a kupistantaliy rectdngelar shapesasd provided R & f
front end 31 10 as one of its longitudinally opposite ends with a tape fastener

At TTReWPRPPING SHEET3 h&Y dertth dinfeHsisn Vargetthapliap) when the

individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 is folded back.
[0027]

Referring to Fig. 1, the wrapping sheet 3 has a
substantially rectangular shape and provided on a front end 31
as one of its longitudinally opposite ends with a tape fastener
4. The wrapping sheet 3 has a length dimension larger than that
of the sanitary napkin 2 and a width dimension larger than that
of the main body 22 of the sanitary napkin 2. In other words,
the wrapping sheet 3 is formed to be one size larger than the
main body 22 of the sanitary napkin 2. The wrapping sheet 3
is formed by transparent or translucent non-woven fabric or
plastic film and has its inner surface treated with release
agent. The sanitary napkin 2 is positioned so that the main
body's adhesive region may be releasably stuck to the inner
surface of the wrapping sheet 3.

[0028]
Referring to Figs. 2 and 4, the wrapping sheet 3 1is

provided on its outer surface with a first display region 33
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of the sanitary napkin 2 and a width dimension larger than that of the main
body 22 of the sanitary napkin 2. In other words, the wrapping sheet 3 is
formed to be one size larger than the 15 main body 22 of the sanitary napkin
2. The wrapping sheet 3 is formed by transparent or translucent non-woven
fabric or plastic film and has its inner surface treated with release agent.
The sanitary napkin 2 is positioned so that the main body's adhesive region
may be releasably stuck to the inner 20 surface of the wrapping sheet 3.
[0028] Referiag tekigs 2 anshnd: the waapping Sireebads iprovidedrontSont
outer surface with a first display region 33 -14- in a range extending from the
rearcedd 32 appesitetethei frontdend 3dily a predeterminedagimensiant Asm
will be apparent from Fig. 4, a length dimension L3 of the first display region
3Bi - srhaller teay atfirst felddengti-diménsion LtiwkichdwiliBe v descrbed3
later. The wrapping sheet 3 is further provided on its outer surface, as will be
appareatfrem Figs: 3 dnid 4twithld secoridh displaysegion B4 nialrangel be
extending from the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 by a predetermined
difieASIACA Heh® 10 dimension L4 of the second display region 34 is

larger than the . . _
The wrapping sheet 3 is further provided on its outer

surface, as will be apparent from Figs. 3 and 4, with a second
display region 34 in a range extending from the front end 31
of the wrapping sheet 3 by a predetermined dimension. A length
dimension L4 of the second display region 34 is larger than the
length dimension L3 of the first display region 33. The length
dimension L4 of the second display region 34 is substantially
same as a second fold length dimension L2 as will be described
later.

[0029]

The first display region 33 displays information
(characters and graphics) relating to menstruation as seen in
Figs. 2 and 4 the second display region 34 provides graphics
quite unconnected with the sanitary article as will be seen in
Figs. 3 and 4. According to the first embodiment, the second
display region 34 provides graphics such as moon and stars in
deep colored night sky.

[0030]



5

10

15

20

length dimension L3 of the first display region 33. The length dimension L4
of the second display region 34 is substantially same as a second fold length
dimension L2 as will be described later. 15 [0029] The first display region 33
displays information (characters and graphics) relating to menstruation as
seen in Figs. 2 and 4 the second displgy region 34 provides graphics quite
unconnected with the sanitary article as will be seen in 20 Figs. 3 and 4.
According to the first embodiment, the second display region 34 provides
graphicsisuiCheas nro@n asel stass inydeep cotoredl aighisky. §8030k- 45cond
While the first display region 33 as well as the second display region 34 has
beenrdescriled bereinabevecdtorbeprovideds ar the outersutface=afthe ided
wrapping sheet 3, these display regions 33, 34 can be visually recognized
from thre inmeresurfacets sincef thewrappipg isheet!8istiranspdrent odisplay
translucent. The second display region 34 is deep colored and therefore the
wrappinessheet’d vas rieetiarsparencysathe seednd disphy region3y.face
[0031]

since the wrapping sheet 3 is transparent or translucent. The
second display region 34 is deep colored and therefore the
wrapping sheet 3 has no transparency in the second display
region 34.

[0031]

Referring to Fig. 1, the sanitary napkin 2 is position
with respect to the inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3 so
that the front section B of the sanitary napkin 2 lies on the
side of the front end side 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 and the
rear section C of the sanitary napkin 2 lies on the side of the
rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3.

[0032]

The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 is adapted to
be folded back on itself so that one end of an assembly of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary napkin 2 wrapped therewith
as viewed in the longitudinal direction lies inside and the
other end lies outside. The individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 folded back on itself in this manner is fixed in such

folded back configuration by the tape fastener 4.
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10 Referring to Fig. 1, the sanitary napkin 2 is position with respect to the
inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3 so that the front section 3 of the
sanitary napkin 2 lies on the side of the front end side 31 of the wrapping
sheet 3 and the rear section C of the sanitary napkin 2 lies on the side of the
15 rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3¢ [0032] The individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 is adapted to be folded back on itself so that one end of an
assembly of the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary napkin 2 wrapped
therewsth 20 as viewed in the longitudinal direction lies inside and the other
end lies outside. The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 folded back on
itself in thisamanneris fixed:in sueh doldedi back configuration byrthestapei on
fastener 4. -16- 0033] According to the first embodiment, with the front
séctidn tBeoftheisanitary aepkin 2 positicned on the front éndr81 ehdhél of
wrapping sheet 3 and the rear section C of the sanitary napkin 5 2 positioned
ohlthe siderahthe reat endrBRtdftiie wrasping wheetf 3 thes sanitaryynapkin 2
and the wrapping sheet 3 are folded together from the rear section C and the

réaPehtt3Pneespaciively 1666 thebp-shect ™l by tHe'predeterminst firset

3, the sanitary napkin 2 and the wrapping sheet 3 are folded
together from the rear section C and the rear end 32,
respectively, onto the top-sheet 21 by the predetermined first
fold length dimension L1 and then folded together from the front
section B and the front end 31, respectively, onto the top—-sheet
21. In this manner, the assembly of the sanitary napkin 2 and
the wrapping sheet 3 is folded in three. Then, the assembly
is fixed by the tape fastener 4 in this state folded in three.
It should be understood that transversely opposite side edges
of the wrapping sheet 3 folded in three are heat sealed.
The first fold length dimension L1 is in a range of 30
to 40% of a length L of the wrapping sheet 3 in the longitudinal
direction. The second fold length dimension L2 is smaller than
the first fold length dimension L1 and specifically in a range
of less than 20 to 30% of the length L of the wrapping sheet
3 in the longitudinal direction.
[0034]

The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to
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fold length dimension L1 and then folded together from the front 10 section B
and the front end 31, respectively, onto the top-sheet 21. In this manner, the
assembly of the sanitary napkin 2 and the wrapping sheet 3 is folded in
three. Then, the assembly is fixed by the tape fastener 4 in this state folded
in three. It should be understood that {ransversely opposite side edges 15 of
the wrapping sheet 3 folded in three are heat sealed. The first fold length
dimension Ll is in a range of 30 to 40% of a length L of the wrapping sheet 3
inthe fongitudinab direstion: ¥ hecserend foldHength dimeasiemb23is sipallee
than the first fold length dimension LI and specifically in a range 20 of less
thara 2P toBQ%eefttte largthi b of dkeamappiagrsheet Shin the tonrgitudinal es
direction. [0034] The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to - 17
tirerfirsstdmbodiment isrfoldetbse that theargarcend 8 et the awkapping sheet!
3 lies inside and the front end 31 thereof lies outside. In the individually
wrappetssanitarymnapkia $4olded dn thisananterothe $etorkdisprsy regiore
34 is exposed on the 5 outer side thereof and the first display region 33 is
covERd SAitls thizesEcondasplag regiot 34 the fromt Section'3 ofotfered

sanitary napkin 2. In other words, the first display region
with this second display region 34 and the front section B of

the sanitary napkin 2. 1In other words, the first display region
33 is positioned so as to be not exposed outside of the
individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 in its folded state.

With the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 folded
in this manner, the second display region 34 having graphics
which are quite not suggestive of the sanitary article is
exposed outside and advantageously makes it difficult the
wrapped article to be recognized as the sanitary napkin by its
appearance.

[0035]

When it is desired to use the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 according to the first embodiment, the tape
fastener 4 is peeled off to unseal the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the side of the front section B of the
sanitary napkin 2 outward (See Fig. 2). Inthis phase, the first
display region 33 which has been covered with the second display

region 34 in the folded state is exposed outside. The first
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33 is positioned so as to be not exposed outside of the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 in its folded state. 10 With the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 folded in this manner, the second display region 34 having graphics
which are quite not suggestive of the sanitary article is exposed outside and
advantageously makes it difficult the _wyapped article to be recognized as the
sanitary napkin by its 15 appearance. [0035] When it is desired to use the
individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to the first embodiment, the
tape fastener4is peeled offtoaunseal thenfrontrend -3 of she 20 wrapping: o
sheet 3 and the side of the front section 3 of the sanitary napkin 2 outward
(See Higu2x ibnthis phase,lthe first rdisplay regiars 33 whichvhasdgeand/or
covered with the second display region 34 in the folded state is exposed
outsidel Thetfast t1h8- displdy wvegions38icantaming themnformeation: relatingto
menstruation is useful to reinforce the user's knowledge and/or to enlighten
tHé fight pidcas f Iforatatio o nrehtiediore. Therfissy displayfeyion 3300
adapted to display the information 5 relating to menstruation is suitable
paftictitamy intthe MABRidVAI . RFapped SahitaRtRapkin 1ifer téedagethwedrer

individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 for teenaged wearer
having her first period for whom it is essential to have right
knowledge and information relating to menstruation.

In the folded state prior to actual use of the sanitary
napkin 2, the first display region 33 is covered with the second
display region 34 and not exposed outside and therefore the
display of the information relating to menstruation is not
visually recognized.

[0036]

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin
1 according to the first embodiment, after the front end 31 of
the wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the sanitary
napkin 2 have been unsealed outward, these front end 31 and front
section B are respectively pinched with the fingers and peeled
off from each other to separate the wrapping sheet 3 and the
sanitary napkin 2 from each other. The protecting sheet 25 for
adhesive regions bonded to the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet

3 is separated together with the wrapping sheet 3 from the
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having her first period for whom it is essential to have right knowledge and
information relating to menstruation. In the folded state prior to actual use of
the sanitary 10 napkin 2, the first display region 33 is covered with the
second display region 34 and not exposed outside and therefore the display
of the information relating to menstruafipn is not visually recognized. [0036]
15 In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to the
first embodiment, after the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 and the front
seetion 3-6f the sanitars papkin 2have;beenursealed outvwards thesedronin
end 31 and front section 3 are respectively pinched with the fingers and
peetet: 20<qft frote eachoiher to:separate the wrappingsheet3 andthe may
sanitary napkin 2 from each other. The protecting sheet 25 for adhesive
regions hended {¢ Hre rear@nth32 offthe wappiwnsheatad as sepdrated the
together with the wrapping sheet 3 from the - 19 sanitary napkin 2 as the
wrappingishedts® ind the sanitary napkin 2 are separated from each other.
In this way, the wearer may use the sanitary napkin 2 having been separated
frof? d wrapping sheet 3. 5 [0037]

The wrapping sheet 3 having served to wrap the sanitary
napkin 2 until the latter is actually used by the wearer may
be used also to wrap the used sanitary napkin 32. Specifically,
in view of the fact that the used sanitary napkin is inevitably
stained with menstrual blood, the used sanitary napkin 2 may
be wrapped again with the wrapping sheet 3 and thereby disposed
in a sanitary manner.

Specifically, the wrapping sheet 3 may be laid on the
outer surface of the back-sheet in the used sanitary napkin 2
(See Fig. 5) and then the wrapping sheet 3 may be folded back
in the longitudinal direction to wrap around the used sanitary
napkin 2 with the wrapping sheet 3 (See Fig. 6).

[0038]

For disposal of the used sanitary napkin 2, the used
sanitary napkin 2 is placed on the wrapping sheet 3 preferably
in the vicinity of the rear end 32 provided not with the tape
fastener 4. This is for the reason that the used sanitary napkin

2 may be folded back together with the wrapping sheet 3 from



The wrapping sheet 3 having served to wrap the sanitary napkin 2 until the
latter is actually used by the wearer may be used also to wrap the used
sanitary napkin 32. Specifically, in view of the fact that the used sanitary
napkin is inevitably 10 stained with menstrual blood, the used sanitary napkin
2 may be wrapped again with the wragping sheet 3 and thereby disposed in
a sanitary manner. Specifically, the wrapping sheet 3 may be laid on the
outer surface of the back-sheet in the used sanitary napkin 2 15 (See Fig. 5)
apddhendbe wwappingrsheetshmayrbe folded backdpdhe dopgitudinalnd the
direction to wrap around the used sanitary napkin 2 with the wrapping sheet

3dSeelkig: 6). [0038)&For dispasal @f dhe usedssanitary napkink 2nthe used 20
sanitary napkin 2 is placed on the wrapping sheet 3 preferably in the vicinity
ot thvd tearfend 32pravidetdarst withthe¢ape fastenerd. dhisisforthet end
reason that the used sanitary napkin 2 may be folded back together with the
wrappihgtsifeet3 v 2@tiretside of the rear end 32 of the wrapper sheet 3
and the completely wrapped and folded used sanitary napkin 2 may be
ed8fly fiked by the tape fastener 4 provided on the front end 31 of the

wrapping sheet 3.
The wrapping sheet 3 in the individually wrapped sanitary

napkin 1 according to the first embodiment is provided in the
range defined by the predetermined length dimension from the
rear end 32 with the first display region 33. This first display
region 33 may be used as an indicator when the used sanitary
napkin 2 is positioned on the wrapping sheet 3. The wrapping
sheet 3 is sufficiently transparent or translucent to
facilitate the first display region 33 to be visually recognized
from the inside (See Fig. 5).

[0040]

The first display region 33 may be used as an indicator
suggesting the proper fold length dimension by which the
wrapping sheet may be folded back together with the used
sanitary napkin 2 positioned thereon in the longitudinal
direction for disposal of he used sanitary napkin 2. More
specifically, referring to Fig. 5, after the used sanitary
napkin 2 is placed just on the first display region 33 of the

inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3, the wrapping sheet 3 may
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5 [0039] The wrapping sheet 3 in the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
according to the first embodiment is provided in the range defined by the
predetermined length dimension from the rear end 32 with the first display
region 33. This first display 10 region 33 may be used as an indicator when
the used sanitary napkin 2 is positionegd_on the wrapping sheet 3. The
wrapping sheet 3 is sufficiently transparent or translucent to facilitate the
first display region 33 to be visually recognized from the inside (See Fig. 5).
15400400 ddhe fiest digptayeregiont33 day beiused asandndicator tSuggesting
the proper fold length dimension by which the wrapping sheet may be folded
baek togetizetr with the Usete sanitary=napkini 2 pogitieped thereoninvthepped
longitudinal 20 direction for disposal of he used sanitary napkin 2. More
speocificdlly i reéferhrgwodEig i bgater ¢te Used! samitappndpkire2ds placed!just
on the first display region 33 of the inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3, the
wrappihgtshieet 3 ey -21- be folded back by the length dimension L3 of the
first display region 33 to facilitate the used sanitary napkin 2 to be wrapped
atGd With the wrapping sheet 3 and thereby to be disposed in

When the wrapping sheet 3 is successively folded back by
the length dimension of the first display region 33,
respectively, in the longitudinal direction after the used
sanitary napkin 2 has been placed just on the first display
region 33 of the inner surface of the wrapping sheet 3, the outer
surface of the used sanitary napkin 2 successively folded back
is covered with the second display region 34 provided in the
vicinity of the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 (See Fig.
6). The second display region 34 is deep colored and has no
transparency and in consequence, the used sanitary napkin 2
covered with the second display region 34 is not wvisually
recognized. In this way, feeling experienced by the user at
the moment of disposal of the used sanitary napkin is noticeably
improved.

The second display region 34 is dimensioned to have a
length larger than the length of the first display region 33
so that, after the used sanitary napkin 2 has been successively

folded back by the length dimension of the first display region
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a sanitary manner. 5 [0041] When the wrapping sheet 3 is successively

folded back by the length dimension of the first display region 33,

respectively, in the longitudinal direction after the used sanitary napkin 2 has
been placed just on the first display 10 region 33 of the inner surface of the

wrapping sheet 3, the outer surface ofthe used sanitary napkin 2

successively folded back is covered with the second display region 34
provided in the vicinity of the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 (See Fig.

6}3.3The secondidisplay region 34dsdleepsgoloyed antbhas na-1b teanspareney
and in consequence, the used sanitary napkin 2 covered with the second
disptay segioalld4/is not visualle recognized.dn this waydfeelingexperienced
by the user at the moment of disposal of the used sanitary napkin is
naticedblydirmprdved) 20nThersecond displayiregicre 34tiselimmensioned to
have a length larger than the length of the first display region 33 so that,
aftéP #rd used sanitary napkin 2 has been successively folded back by the
length dimension of the first display region -22- 33, respectively, the second
display ré§ivn S dart eBvertRb 1 substatitialy drtiré sutérsurfacdiorifisalsed

sanitary napkin . _ . . .
wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to the first embodiment 1is

not limited to the particular one as has been exemplarily
described above but the other conventional type of sanitary
napkin 2 also may be used. The kinds of material for component
members of the sanitary napkin 2 such as the top-sheet 21, the
back-sheet and the absorbent core also may be selected from the
various kinds of material usually used in the relevant technical
field.

[0043]

Now a second embodiment of the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin according to the present invention will be
described in reference with the Figs 7 through 10. Aspects of
the second embodiment distinguished from those of the first
embodiment will be preliminarily described hereinafter and the
members same as or similar to those in the first embodiment are
designated with same or similar reference numerals. It should
be understood that the description of the first embodiment is

applicable to the second embodiment unless otherwise specified.



2 folded back in this manner for disposal thereof. [0042] 5 The sanitary
napkin 2 constituting the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to
the first embodiment is not limited to the particular one as has been
exemplarily described above but the other conventional type of sanitary
napkin 2 also may be used. The kinds,gf material for component 10 members
of the sanitary napkin 2 such as the top-sheet 21, the back-sheet and the
absorbent core also may be selected from the various kinds of material
usualy used in the relevant technical field. [0043] 15 Now a second
embodiment of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin according to the
present inventienoadldbe fdeseribed in refereneewritp thel Fgs 7tthrough Qi n
Aspects of the second embodiment distinguished from those of the first
embodimentwilt be: prekbmavardyedésctibethheréinaftermaric the i2hiemberse
same as or similar to those in the first embodiment are designated with same
of sirditar refekence auhsarals. ih shbald s nhderstoedthat thefdascrigtioef
the first embodiment is applicable to the second embodiment unless

5 omgél%b@é#@&_r_ggtm@js will be apparent from Figs. 7 through

10.

Referring to Fig. 7, the sanitary napkin 2 according to
the second embodiment is dimensioned to be longer than the
sanitary napkin 2 according to the first embodiment and the rear

10 section C is provided with a pair of rear flaps 26, 26. These
rear flaps 26, 26 are provided on the surfaces thereof facing
away from the wearer's skin (i.e., on the side of the back-sheet)
with rear flaps' adhesive regions 27, 27, respectively.
[0045]

15 Referring to Fig. 7, the sanitary napkin 2 having a pair
of the wings 23, and a pair of the rear wings 26, 26 folded back
on the top-sheet 21 is placed on the wrapping sheet 3 so that
the main body's adhesive regions may be temporarily bonded to
the wrapping sheet 3. The wings' adhesive regions 24, 24 in

20 a pair of the wings 23, 23 and the rear wings' adhesive regions

27, 27 in a pair of the rear flaps 26, 26 are covered with the

adhesive region protecting sheet 25.

The adhesive region protecting sheet 25 is bonded in its



10

15

20

In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to the
second embodiment, the sanitary napkin 2 are folded back together with the
wrapping sheet 3 in four in the 5 longitudinal direction as will be apparent
from Figs. 7 through 10. Referring to Fig. 7, the sanitary napkin 2 according
to the second embodiment is dimensigned to be longer than the sanitary
napkin 2 according to the first embodiment and the rear 10 section C is
provided with a pair of rear flaps 26, 26. These rear flaps 26, 26 are provided
ondheisurtacesithereofifacing: anvay fromhe- wearer's skin fi.ehowthe side;
of the back-sheet) with rear flaps' adhesive regions 27, 27, respectively.
[G045] 113 Referring to &ig.adbeisanitary hapkim2) hawingta paird of thewings
23, and a pair of the rear wings 26, 26 folded back on the top-sheet 21 is
ptacedben tise wirapping:skéet3 soithat athegraielbédy's adhesive regions
may be temporarily bonded to the wrapping sheet 3. The wings' adhesive
rédieAs 24, 24 in 20 a pair of the wings 23, 23 and the rear wings' adhesive
regions 27, 27 in a pair of the rear flaps 26, 26 are covered with the

adhesivelfedibh protéctiig SheetPh i adhEskerrifioh Trotecting shestos

is bonded inits _24
1 according to the second embodiment, the wrapping sheet 3 and

the sanitary napkin 2 placed on the inner surface of the wrapping
sheet are first folded back together, as illustrated by Fig.
8, from side of the rear section C of the sanitary napkin 2 and
the side of the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3 onto the
top—-sheet 21 of the sanitary napkin 2 by the first fold length
dimension L1. Then, the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkin 2 are folded back again, as illustrated by Fig. 9, from
the side of the ear section C of the sanitary napkin 2 and the
side of the rear end 2 of the wrapping sheet 3 by a length
dimension substantially same as the first fold length dimension
L1. Finally, the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary napkin 2
are folded back, as illustrated by Fig. 10, from the side of
the front section B of the sanitary napkin 2 and the side of
the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 by a second fold length
dimension L2. In this manner, the sanitary napkin 2 and the
wrapping sheet 3 are folded together in four.

[0047]
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longitudinally middle region to the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3 by
means of adhesive (not shown) as the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1
is folded back. [0046] 5 In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 according to the second embodiment, the wrapping sheet 3 and
the sanitary napkin 2 placed on the innet surface of the wrapping sheet are
first folded back together, as illustrated by Fig. 8, from side of the rear
section C of the sanitary napkin 2 and 10 the side of the rear end 32 of the
wrappingrskeehd ontadhe 1ippr-shppt d1seitheasanitarykiapkin2 dayrthedfist o
fold length dimension LI. Then, the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkirs 2aredotded back @gain, asdlustratediby Figt 8; from ithelsiderefdhen
ear section C of the sanitary napkin 2 and the 15 side of the rear end 2 of the
wiappirg sheet @ by adergthd dimensiba skbstadtiallyskaveras thenfipst faldn
length dimension LI. Finally, the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary napkin 2
ardfolded back: aslitugiratseeby Fig.i1e.rironrthieiside 6fs tihe froad Sextibnid:
of the sanitary napkin 2 and the side of 20 the front end 31 of the wrapping
sheet By A seediic fERFIRRAGFC HiheAsign L2omvthis Makfe? Hthe SARRAAPT

nagkin 2 and the wra pin% sheet 3 are folded together in four. [0047]
L5 of the third display region 35 is set to be substantially

same as the length dimension L3 of the first display region 33
and smaller than the length dimension L4 of the second display
region 34 as well as the first fold length L1. According to
the second embodiment, the third display region 35 displays
information relating to menstruation.

[0048]

When it is desired to use the individually wrapped
sanitary napkin 1 according to the second embodiment, first the
tape fastener 4 is peeled off to unseal the front end 31 of the
wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the sanitary napkin
2 outward (See Fig. 9). Upon unsealing, the third display
region 35 having been covered with the second display region
34 is exposed outside. The third display region 35 also
displays information relating to menstruation and serves to
reinforce the wearer's knowledge and/or to enlighten the right
pieces of information on menstruation.

In folded state prior to actual use of the sanitary napkin
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-25- The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to the second
embodiment is provided with a third display region 35 adapted to be covered
with the second display region 34 when the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1 is folded back in 5 the manner as has been described just above. A
length dimension L5 of the third display region 35 is set to be substantially
same as the length dimension L3 of the first display region 33 and smaller
than the length dimension L4 of the second display region 34 as well as the

fipst fold lemgtha Wi Ascerding te 1Gthe secord embodiment, dbedhirdidisplayy
region 35 displays information relating to menstruation. [0048] When it is

desirediausedthe indivicuatly adrapped canitary napkin d raccordirgdostheay
second embodiment, first the 15 tape fastener 4 is peeled off to unseal the
front end: 8t roftthewrappiagisheettd® am tive froat Section3 aofdhe samitaryly
napkin 2 outward (See Fig. 9). Upon unsealing, the third display region 35
hagirepbe&s overed with the second display region 34 is exposed outside.
The third display region 35 also 20 displays information relating to
miétstfllation and serves to reinforce the wearer's knowledge and/or to

enlighten the right pieces of information on menstruation.
In the case of the individually wrapped sanitary napkin

1 according to the second embodiment, after the front end 31
of the wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the sanitary
napkin 2 have been unsealed outward, the wrapping sheet 3 and
the sanitary napkin 2 are further unsealed, in the third display
region 35, toward the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3 (See
Fig. 8). In this state, the first display region 33 is exposed
outside. According to the second embodiment, the first display
region 33 also displays information relating to menstruation.
[0050]

Upon unsealing the individually wrapped sanitary napkin
1, the wearer of the sanitary napkin 2 first visually recognizes
information displayed in the third display region 35 and then
visually recognizes information displayed in the first display
region 33. The third display region 35 and the first display
region 33 display pieces of information correlated to ach other
and thereby allow the wearer of the sanitary napkin 2 to learn

a good deal of knowledge on menstruation and, in addition, to
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In folded state prior to actual use of the sanitary napkin -26- 2, the third
display region 35 is covered with the second display region 34 not to be
exposed outside and consequently the display of information relating to
menstruation is not visually recognized. 5 [0049] In the case of the
individually wrapped sanitary napkin _h-according to the second embodiment,
after the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 and the front section B of the
sanitary napkin 2 have been unsealed outward, the wrapping sheet 3 and 10
thessanitannnapkint2 ate:frtheriunsealed ninithedhird display gegieards ar y
toward the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3 (See Fig. 8) . In this state,
thexfirstrdisplay region 33 is exposed outside. According to the second
embodiment, the first display region 33 also displays information relating to
miénstivation. 15 [0050] Upon unsealing the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1, the wearer of the sanitary napkin 2 first visually recognizes
informatidn displaiastkirrthe sird wisplagregdion 85amethem visaally napkin
recognizes information displayed in the first display 20 region 33. The third
disptay PediohBS and theSHP A paYy oreyism 83 display-pieceststinforfratioh

correlated to ach other
region 33 exposed on the outer surface, the front end 31 of the

wrapping sheet 3 and front section B of the sanitary napkin 2
are respectively pinched with the fingers and peeled off from
each other to separate the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkin 2 from each other. The protecting sheet 25 for adhesive
regions bonded to the rear end 32 of the wrapping sheet 3 is
separated together with the wrapping sheet 3 from the sanitary
napkin 2 as the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary napkin 2 are
separated from each other. 1In this way, the wearer may use the
sanitary napkin 2 having been separated from the wrapping sheet
3.

[0052]

The individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1 according to
the second embodiment achieves the same effect as achieved by
the first embodiment and further provides additional pieces of
information relating to menstruation by the third display
region 35.

[0053]
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and thereby allow the wearer of the sanitary napkin 2 to learn a good deal of
knowledge on menstruation and, in addition, to _27_ take an interest in
unsealing the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1. 0051] In the case of
the individually wrapped sanitary napkin 5 1 according to the second
embodiment, with the first display regign 33 exposed on the outer surface,
the front end 31 of the wrapping sheet 3 and front section 3 of the sanitary
napkin 2 are respectively pinched with the fingers and peeled off from each
other to separaie theparapping-sheeiBrand-the sanitasyck@® papkin 2WEemi on
each other. The protecting sheet 25 for adhesive regions bonded to the rear
end 32tof the wrapping.shieet 3tis £ sepatated-togeinenwith thewsappinghese
sheet 3 from the sanitary napkin 2 as the wrapping sheet 3 and the sanitary
napkind2 age tseparatéd:froaréach otherotii this dvayy the weavey mayitdeothe
15 sanitary napkin 2 having been separated from the wrapping sheet 3.
[0B52 THe individuaiy wrrapped sanitary napkim¢ aecerding tontweséeond
embodiment achieves the same effect as achieved by 20 the first
eftbbtiment and further provides additional pieces of

For example, while the first display region 33 is adapted
to display the information relating to menstruation according
to the first embodiment, the content to be displayed in the first
display region 33 is not limited to such category of
information.

It is possible for the first and second display regions
33, 34 todisplay respective contents correlated with each other.
For example, the second display region 34 may display
illustration of Christmas tree, on one hand, and the first
display region 33 may display characters or graphics correlated
with Christmas Day, on the other hand, as illustrated by Figs.
11 and 12.

[0055]

The first display region 33 and the second display region
34 may display the contents correlated with each other to give
the wearer a certain pleasure or interest in unsealing the
individually wrapped sanitary napkin 1.

In addition, the tape fastener 4 is provided with a
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information relating to menstruation by the third display region 35. [0053]
-28- It should be appreciated here that the present invention is not limited to
the heretofore described embodiments and these embodiments may be
varied or modified in many ways without departing from scope and spirit of
the present invention. 5 [0054] For example, while the first display region 33
is adapted to display the information relating to menstruation according to
the first embodiment, the content to be displayed in the first display region 33
issneblimitedtoi suchicaiegary ©fe 19 inderaationdtis possible {pkthe ditstand
second display regions 33, 34 to display respective contents correlated with
eachsotherl Fer exampietthersecond display region 3% saydisplayform an
illustration of Christmas tree, on one hand, and the first 15 display region 33
mant dispeyecharacteriserlgyaphigsicomelateéd witht€htistthas Day,on thehe
other hand, as illustrated by Figs. 11 and 12. [0055] The first display region
38eqwmd the seeond gm@lrééi@lp’rth the content displayed in the tape

fastener's display region 41.
[0056]

While the wrapping sheet is formed by transparent or
translucent non-woven fabric or plastic film and one surface
thereof is release agent treated according to the first and
second embodiments, the wrapping sheet 3 formed by transparent
or translucent non-woven fabric or plastic film may be provided
on its inner surface with a separate sheet member such as release
paper. In this case, the separate sheet member such as release
paper will be coated on its inner surface with release agent.

In this case, it is also possible to provide the first
display region 33, the second display region 34 and the third
display region 35 on the outer surface of the sheet member. The
non-woven fabric or the plastic film provided on the outer
surface of the sheet member is transparent or translucent and
therefore the sanitary napkin wearer can visually recognize the
first display region 33, the second display region 34 and the
third display region 35 even when these display regions 33, 34,

35 are provided on the outer surface of the sheet member.



20 34 may display the contents correlated with each other to give the wearer
a certain pleasure or interest in unsealing the individually wrapped sanitary
napkin 1. In addition, the tape fastener 4 is provided with a -29- display
region 41 exclusively associated with the tape fastener 4 as will be apparent
from Fig. 11. It is possible to form an_ igtegrated graphics by combining the
content displayed in the second display region 34 with the content displayed
in the tape 5 fastener's display region 41. [0056] While the wrapping sheet is
foroned by transparent or translucent non-woven fabric or plastic film and one
surface thereof is release agent treated according to the first and 10 second
embodimenis, theswrapping sheet 3 fermed bydranspasent of transtucent he
non-woven fabric or plastic film may be provided on its inner surface with a
sépdratesireet membersuchsas release tpaper.dndhisidaset thelseparatent
sheet member such as release paper will be coated on its inner surface with
réledse aigent 155 hethid easesit is-alsbhpossibleteprovidiekthe fivst displaype
region 33, the second display region 34 and the third display region 35 on
tHEBUESSStrPate 16T tHe Sheettiernberi TREN hdRSASVEPPRAbri® f thie pldsticr

film provided on the outer
disposable diaper or the like.
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surface of the sheet member is transparent or translucent and 20 therefore
the sanitary napkin wearer can visually recognize the first display region 33,
the second display region 34 and the third display region 35 even when
these display regions 33, 34, 35 are provided on the outer surface of the
sheet member. -30- 0057] The absorbgnt article as one component of the
individually wrapped absorbent article according to the present invention is
not limited to the sanitary napkin but may be 5 implemented in the form of
incontinent pad, panty-liner, disposahlerdiaper or the like. -31-CLAIM S
[1] An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of a wrapping sheet
comprising an absorbent article having a shape 5 being relatively long in a
longitudinal direction having a liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious
batk-sheet and! avligudiretemtiveabsorentrioretard aiwdapping sheete of
having a shape being also relatively long in the longitudinal direction
afrarnge io eoves Saiddsacki sheet of sdid absentent aiticle $a10asaoshere
folded back in the longitudinal direction of said absorbent article by a
phgﬁggnﬁﬁﬁgfﬁwgkﬁmﬁﬁanéﬁs@n}ongitudinal direction having a

liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious back-sheet and
a liquid-retentive absorbent core and a wrapping sheet having
a shape being also relatively long in the longitudinal direction
arranged to cover said back-sheet of said absorbent article so
as to be folded back in the longitudinal direction of said
absorbent article by a predetermined fold length dimension,
respectively, with said top-sheet inside, said individually
wrapped absorbent article being characterized in that:

said wrapping sheet is provided with a first display
region having a predetermined length dimension as measured from
one end of said wrapping sheet in the longitudinal direction
and the length dimension of said first display region is set

to be smaller than said fold length dimension.

[2] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 1 wherein said first display
region is located not to be exposed outside in said individually

wrapped absorbent article having been folded back by said fold



10

15

20

respectively, with said top-sheet inside, said individually wrapped absorbent
article being characterized in that: said wrapping sheet is provided with a first
display 15 region having a predetermined length dimension as measured
from one end of said wrapping sheet in the longitudinal direction and the
length dimension of said first display region is set to be smaller than said fold
length dimension. 20 [2] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive
of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 1 wherein said first display region is
located mat tadesexposed outside in said individually wrapped absorbent
article having been folded back by said fold -32- length dimension. [3] The
individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping sheet
defined by Claim 1 or 2 wherein an end opposite 5 to said one end of said
wirappindgrsieeétds wiewed y thedopgitudirral directiorrisiprovided Withia ¢apé
fastener attached thereto and serving to fix said individually wrapped
abBerbeapaiticesirethie folfleddshiek Sterem10 4] AnhiatRAduaiy: Mappegsite
absorbent article inclusive of a wrapping sheet comprising an absorbent
aftitleSRading2esHape Béing reftivelynengin & 1editudial dReetfontRavifg

a_liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious back-sheet and
longitudinal direction 1s provided with a tape fastener

attached thereto and serving to fix said individually wrapped

absorbent article in the folded back state.

[4] An individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
a wrapping sheet comprising an absorbent article having a shape
being relatively long in a longitudinal direction having a
liquid-pervious top-sheet, a liquid-impervious back—-sheet and
a liquid-retentive absorbent core and a wrapping sheet having
a shape being also relatively long in the longitudinal direction
arranged to cover said back-sheet of said absorbent article so
that said individually wrapped absorbent article wherein said
individually wrapped absorbent article is folded back onto said
top—-sheet so that one end in the longitudinal direction may lie
inside and the other end lies outside and fixed in the folded
shape, said individually wrapped absorbent article being
characterized in that:

said wrapping sheet is provided with a first display
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a liquid-retentive absorbent core and a wrapping sheet having 15 a shape
being also relatively long in the longitudinal direction arranged to cover said
back-sheet of said absorbent article so that said individually wrapped
absorbent article wherein said individually wrapped absorbent article is
folded back onto said top-sheet so thgt one end in the longitudinal direction
may lie 20 inside and the other end lies outside and fixed in the folded
shape, said individually wrapped absorbent article being characterized in
thaiy saigl nvwrapping sheekisqaravided wittyardirst tisplayn33s fegienhayvinga
predetermined length dimension as measured from said one end in the
longitudinal direction. {SThe individiaty Wrappedtahsarbent article inclusive
of 5 the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims 1 through 4 wherein
said first display region displays information relating to menstruation. [6] The
individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of 10 the wrapping sheet
défihed Byh€laim Bvaoa svherein saitk wrabping sheatris prdeided-withiaye of
second display region having a predetermined length dimension as
nméssuredfrormSait otfteend N§7 Thie idivieRallg wiappedsabdsdrbent dfticte

inclusive of 15 the Wrap(g)lng sheet defined by Claim 6 wherein said second
wherein said first display regiondisplays informationrelating

to menstruation.

[6] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 3 or 4 wherein said wrapping
sheet 1s provided with a second display region having a

predetermined length dimension as measured from said other end.

[7] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 wherein said second
display region has its length dimension larger than that of said

first display region.

[8] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 or 7 wherein said
individually wrapped absorbent article folded in three so that
said second display region in said wrapping sheet may cover the

first display region.
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display region has its length dimension larger than that of said first display
region. [8] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of 20 the
wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6 or 7 wherein said individually wrapped
absorbent article folded in three so that said second display region in said
wrapping sheet may cover the first digglay region. -34- [9] The individually
wrapped absorbent article inclusive of the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 6
or 7 wherein said individually wrapped absorbent article is adapted to be
folded 5 in four and said third display region is covered with said second
display region in said individually wrapped absorbent article folded in four.
[10]1The Mdividuallyiwrapped absorkentadicteinausiveiofl 4 O thel wsappingt
sheet defined by any one of Claims 6 through 9 wherein said first display
regien andsaid secord displai/iregionodisplayicontents corretatedawith each
other. [11] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of 15 the
wragpingistidetdefines &y ShainT Dortlomherein isaidfrst <isprapeefiorfed
and said third display region display contents correlated to each other. [12]
The firdividaally wwappéd Abdeibeny atiglomelbisigevfed with said second

display region in said individually wrapped absorbent article

folded in four.

[10] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims 6 through 9
wherein said first display region and said second display region

display contents correlated with each other.

[11] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by Claim 9 or 10 wherein said first
display region and said third display region display contents

correlated to each other.

[12] The individually wrapped absorbent article inclusive of
the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims 6 through 11
wherein said tape fastener is formed with a display region
associated therewith and said second display region cooperates

with said tape fastener's display region to form an integrated



20 the wrapping sheet defined by any one of Claims 6 through 11 wherein
said tape fastener is formed with a display region associated therewith and
said second display region cooperates with said tape fastener's display
region to form an integrated -35- graphics.

-35-

graphics.



