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Claims  

 

1. A rifaximin polymorph Form η, wherein the polymorph exhibits an X-ray powder 

diffraction pattern having characteristic peaks expressed in degrees 2θ (+/- 0.20 degree θ) at  

 5.3, 6.1 and 7.9; or  

 5.3, 6.1 and 12.7; or  

 5.3, 6.1 and 8.8. 

 

2. A pharmaceutical composition comprising the polymorph Form η of rifaximin of claim 1; 

and one or more pharmaceutically acceptable excipients. 

 

3. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 2, wherein the excipient comprises one or more 

of a diluting agent, binding agent, lubricating agent, disintegrating agent, coloring agent, 

flavoring agent or sweetening agent.   

  

4. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 2, formulated as coated or uncoated tablets, 

hard gelatin capsules, sugar-coated pills, lozenges, wafer sheets, pellets or powders in sealed 

packets.   

 

5. A process for producing Form η of rifaximin comprising drying Form ζ of rifaximin. 

 

6. A packaged composition comprising a therapeutically effective amount of the polymorph 

Form η of rifaximin of claim 1; and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier or diluent, wherein the 

composition is formulated for treating a subject suffering from or susceptible to a bowel 

disorder, and packaged with instructions to treat a subject suffering from or susceptible to a 

bowel disorder. 

 

7. The Form η of rifaximin of claim 1, wherein the polymorph contains less than 5% by 

weight total impurities.   
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8. The Form η of rifaximin of claim 1, wherein the form is at least 50% pure, or at least 

75% pure, or at least 80% pure, or at least 90% pure, or at least 95% pure, or at least 98% pure.   

 

 


