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CLAIMS 

 

What is claimed is: 

 

1.  A method implemented by one or more processors, comprising:  

 as part of a dialog session between a user and an automated assistant implemented 

by one or more processors remote from one or more client computing devices of the user:  

  receiving natural language input that is based on user interface input provided 

by the user via a user interface input device of the one or more client computing devices, 

and   

  providing, as a reply by the automated assistant to the natural language input, 

content that is responsive to the natural language input,  

   wherein the content is provided for presentation to the user via a user 

interface output device of the one or more client computing devices, and  

   wherein the content includes at least one content parameter selected by 

the automated assistant from a plurality of candidate content parameters;   

 as part of an additional dialog session between the user and the automated assistant 

that is temporally separated from the dialog session and is initiated by the user with 

additional natural language input that is unrelated to the content of the dialog session:  

 providing a prompt that solicits feedback on the selected content parameter, wherein 

providing the prompt is contingent on the user having initiated the additional dialog 

session,  

  wherein the prompt is provided for presentation to the user via the user 

interface output device or an additional user interface output device of the one or more 

client computing devices, and   

  wherein the prompt is generated to solicit feedback on the content parameter 

based on the content parameter being previously selected by the automated assistant and 

previously provided for presentation to the user as part of the dialog session,  

  based on providing the prompt, preemptively activating a microphone, the 

microphone being the user interface input device or an additional user interface input 

device of the one or more client computing devices, and  

  receiving additional input that is responsive to the prompt, the additional input 



- 33 - 

 

being based on additional user interface input provided by the user via the microphone; 

and  

 using the additional input to influence a value stored in association with the content 

parameter, wherein the value influences future providing of further content that includes 

the content parameter .   

 

2.  The method of claim 1, further comprising, as part of the additional dialog session:  

 providing additional dialog session output that is responsive to the additional 

natural language input and that is also unrelated to the content of the dialog session;  

 wherein providing the prompt occurs following providing the additional dialog 

session output .   

 

3.  The method of claim 2, further comprising:  

 determining that one or more criteria are satisfied by at least one of: the additional 

natural language input, and the additional dialog session output;  

 wherein providing the prompt is further based on determining that the one or more 

criteria are satisfied by the at least one of: the additional natural language input, and the 

additional dialog session output .  

 

4.  The method of claim 4, wherein the criteria comprises at least one of: the additional 

dialog session output being of a certain semantic type; and  

 an occurrence in the prompt of at least one n-gram of a set of criteria n-grams. 

 

5.  The method of any preceding claim, wherein the content is a suggestion to be acted 

upon by the user in the future and further comprising:  

 determining that the user acted upon the suggestion after providing the content that 

includes the content parameter;  

 wherein providing the prompt is further based on determining that the user acted 

upon the suggestion .   

 

6.  The method of any preceding claim, further comprising, as part of the additional 

dialog session:  
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 prior to providing the prompt, providing additional dialog session output;  

 wherein providing the prompt occurs following providing the additional dialog 

session output.  

 

7.  The method of any preceding claim, further comprising:  

 identifying an additional content parameter provided to the user as part of an 

additional prior dialog session between the user and the automated assistant; and  

 determining, based on one or more criteria, to provide the prompt based on the 

content parameter instead of an alternative prompt that is based on the additional content 

parameter.  

 

8.  The method of claim 7, wherein the one or more criteria comprise corresponding 

temporal proximities of the providing of the content parameter and of the providing of 

the additional content parameter.   

 

9.  The method of claim 7 or claim 8, wherein the one or more criteria comprise 

semantic types assigned to the content parameter and the additional content parameter.   

 

10.  The method of any preceding claim, wherein the content includes a suggestion for 

a particular physical location and for a particular item consumable at the particular 

location, and wherein the content parameter identifies the particular item .   

 

11.  The method of any preceding claim, wherein the content includes a suggestion for 

a particular physical location, and wherein the content parameter identifies a category to 

which the particular physical location belongs .   

 

12.  The method of any preceding claim, wherein the natural language input and the 

additional input are both generated via the user interface input device and wherein the 

content and the prompt are both provided for presentation via the user interface output 

device .   

 

13.  The method of claim 12, wherein the user interface input device includes the 
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microphone of a single device and the user interface output device includes a speaker of 

the single device .   

 

14.  The method of any preceding claim, wherein:  

 the input is generated via the user interface input device of a first computing device, 

the content is provided for presentation via the user interface output device of the first 

computing device, and the prompt is provided for presentation via the additional user 

interface output device of an additional computing device .   

 

15.  A method implemented by one or more processors, comprising:  

 identifying, from a computer readable medium, a stored content parameter of 

content previously provided to a user as part of a prior dialog session between a user and 

an automated assistant implemented by one or more processors remote from one or more 

client computing devices of the user;  

 as part of an additional dialog session between the user and the automated assistant 

that is temporally separated from the prior dialog session and is initiated by the user with 

additional natural language input that is unrelated to the content of the prior dialog 

session:  

  providing a prompt that solicits feedback on the content parameter, wherein 

providing the prompt is contingent on the user having initiated the additional dialog 

session,  

   wherein the prompt is provided for presentation to the user via a user 

interface output device of the one or more client computing devices, and  

   wherein the prompt is generated to solicit feedback on the content 

parameter based on the content parameter being previously provided for presentation to 

the user as part of the prior dialog session, based on providing the prompt, preemptively 

activating a microphone of the one or more client computing devices, and  

  receiving additional input that is responsive to the prompt, the additional input 

being based on additional user interface input provided by the user via the microphone; 

and  

  using the additional input to influence a value stored in association with the 

content parameter, wherein the value influences future providing of further content that 
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includes the content parameter .   

 

16.  A method implemented by one or more processors, comprising:  

 as part of an additional dialog session between a user and an automated assistant 

implemented by one or more processors remote from the one or more client computing 

devices of the user, wherein the additional dialog session is temporally separated from a 

prior dialog session between the user and the automated assistant and is initiated by the 

user with additional natural language input that is unrelated to content of the prior dialog 

session:  

  providing, via a speaker, a prompt that solicits feedback on a content 

parameter of content previously provided for presentation to the user as part of the prior 

dialog session, wherein the prompt solicits feedback on the content parameter based on 

the content parameter being previously provided for presentation to the user as part of the 

prior dialog session and wherein providing the prompt is contingent on the user having 

initiated the additional dialog session; and  

  based on providing the prompt, preemptively activating a microphone .   

 

17.  Apparatus configured to perform the method of any preceding claim .   

 

18.  A computer program comprising machine readable instructions that when executed 

by computing apparatus causes it to perform the method of any of claims 1 to 16 .   

 

19.  A client device, comprising:  

 at least one microphone;  

 at least one speaker;  

 a network interface;  

 one or more processors configured to:  

 as part of an additional dialog session between a user and an automated assistant 

implemented by one or more processors remote from the client device, wherein the 

additional dialog session is temporally separated from a prior dialog session between the 

user and the automated assistant and is initiated by the user with additional natural 

language input that is unrelated to the content of the prior dialog session:  



- 37 - 

 

  provide, via the speaker, a prompt that solicits feedback on a content 

parameter of content previously provided for presentation to the user as part of the prior 

dialog session, wherein the one or more processors being configured to provide the 

prompt is contingent on the user having initiated the additional dialog session,  

   wherein the prompt solicits feedback on the content parameter based on 

the content parameter being previously provided for presentation to the user as part of the 

prior dialog session; and  

 based on providing the prompt, preemptively activate the microphone, and wherein 

the one or more processors are further configured to:  

 receive, via the microphone, user interface input that is responsive to the prompt; 

and  

 provide, over the network interface, data based on the additional natural language 

input, the data provided to influence a value that is stored in association with the content 

parameter and that influences future providing of further content that includes the content 

parameter.  

 




