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su~sta..~ees such as tsa a~d co=fee, and to methcds fo= 

Taa ba~s a=e sealed sof~ po:ous bags eor.~ainir.q ~ea 

leaves which are placed in cups, muqs er ~eapots of 

boiling wa~er to p:o~uce a d:in~ o! ~aa. The bags can 

~heora~ically be of any shape, b~~ a:e qenerally ei~he~ 

rec~anqular or ~oune. W~en ~h~ bags are place~ in cups o= 

mugs_c: boil~n~ wate=, they a~~ usually removee prior to 

~he tea beini drunk - t~is ca~ also, although no~ 

necessarily, be the case when t~e bags are p~aeed in the 

tea~ot. Whan removing the ba~s ei~her f•om the cup, mug 

------------·----------·-·· 
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relat.ively d=-.1 s-:ei:g, csua.lly by em;>lcyin; a ki-::chen< 

utens!.l st;c!'l as a ~easpoc::. Removal cf eltc:ess l!.qu!c: ~:-om 

o= leaving puddles of l!~~~d on the surface with which it . ·-,.· ~ .... 
is i~ con~ae~, is mes~ desi=able in view of the. s~=en;ly 

-
stai~inq nat~re o! tea. Eoweve:, a problem with using 

such k~~eher. ~~ansils is ~ha~ it is not easy to achieve 

effic:ie.~t removal o! excess liquie f~om the tea baq, and 

. ·. ~ 

.. 
ve=y loca~isec s~uee:~~; effec:t, and consequen~ly dQes not 

Qf:!c:iently exp~gss fl~ie f=om the bag. Moreove~, the 

p~oduce tea bags hav~n9 such harnesses efficiently a..~e 

economically on a large scale. 

!t is an object c! the presa..~t inven~ion ~o ove~come 

~be a!oresaid p~oblems cy p=ov~c~~; a tea baq which has 

m~a~s fer eff icien~ ~e:oval of excess liquid f:om ~~e bag. 

In pa=ticular it is an objec~ of the present invention to 

provide ~ee.ns for ~amcvi~q e~cess liquid from t~e ~~a baq 

such that the ~ea ba~ t~ereafter does not drip. 
------------------· 
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:~ a firs~ aspac~, t~e invention pro~idas an i:=usion 
• 
package comprisi~; a closed ba; ccn~ainin~ an in!usible 

s'.lbs~a.nce for infusion in a lic;uid, the bag being fo;-med 

==== panels of porous materials sealed tcgethe~ at their 

peripheral ma:-c;ins; a.nd at least one s'trinq; the or eac~-· ,· 

s~~ijg extenci~g th=o~qh a seal be~ween the panels, 

en~e=inq the interior of the baq at one point on tbe 

peripheral margins, a.nd extending across \".he interic~ of 

the bag to an a.nehorinq point at or adjacent t-~e 

pain~, is qreate~ than the distance between the. sai~ one 

poi~~ a..~d 'the anchoring poin:; the ~:rangement being 

suet:. that pulling the or each s't=in<;_ ini'tially causes .... 

withd~awal f=om the bag in'tarior of slack s~rin; lan~th 

disposed therein. 

?ref e~ably the or each s~ri~; is or are anchored by 

being hel~ between two sealed-toge~her portions of ~ne 

panels. 

The baq can be provided wi~h a single s~rinq which 

can be taqged in k..~own fashion. The taqqed string can act 

as a means for suspending ~he bag (e.g. a tea b~q) in a 

cup or po~. 

The tag can be provided with an aper~ure through 

~hich the s~ring may pass, so that the tag is slidable 

alonq ~he string. The sliding ~ag advan~ageously 
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comcrises t~o hinged pa..~els wit~ the ao.ertu=e pre:era!>ly 
' -
bein~ locatee or. c= a~ou~ t~e hinge li~e. !:i use, the 

stri:iq c:an be used to d:a.w the bag up i:lt.o t.,_e a:-ea . ·· 

between t~e t~o panels wnic~ ean then be squeezed to 

express li~id '£:-om the baq. !:i such a.~ a::rangament, the;.­

·end of the st:--i::q is conveniently prov::.ced w~'th a. fixed 

~ag to preva..~t the slidinq tag from sli~ing off the end of 

the st=inq. The fixed taq ca.~ be formed i~tegrally wi~h 

the slidinq taq for detach.men~ theraf rom i:mnediately prior 

'to use. 

I~ ano~her embCCimen~ ~~e bag ean advan~ageously be 

provided wit~ two s~rin~s w~~ch ·can fu.~c~~cr. as 

d=awst:inqs ~~ bring abou~ c:liapse of ~he i~f~sion bag 

after use anc consequen~ ex~ressio~ o! excess liqui~ . 

therefrom. 

In a pref erred er.i:ooe!men~ of ~he p:esen~ i~ven~!on 

there is p=ovidad an infusion package comprising a closed 

bag containi~q an infusiDle subs~ance for infusiQn i~ a 

liquid, ~he Dag being formed f~om panels of porous 

matarials sealed toqethe~ a~ their peripheral mar9ins; and 

a pair of drawst.rinqs, ea.c.h draws-c.rinq cf which extends 

into the interio~ of the ba~ throu~h a seal betwaen the 

panels at a firs~ location on the peri~he:al margins and 

ext~nes across t~e i~~e=io= of the b~g ~o an anchoring 

point at a generally opposed locaticc wi~hin or adjacent 

the peri~heral marqins wi"C.hout any in~ermedia~e inte~-
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engage.mer.~ with ~~e saic pa..~els of the baq; each 
. ~ 

d~awst:~~; being a.~cho=~c =7 bein~ held bet~e~r. ~wo· 

sealed-toc;·ethe= po=tior.s c! the panels; wherein tha. ·1enq'th 

i:rte:io:: of the bag be~ween the said first loca.t.ion a.:nq: ,. ,. 

t~e first loca~ion anc t~e a.n.chorir.g point; ~he 

a::an;emer.~ bein~ such tna~ pulling t~e d~awst:ings i~ 

qenerally opposed ~iree~ior.s initially ca.uses withdrawal 

causes t~e bag to collapse thereby to exp~ess liquid 

ba~ween ~he saic first location and anchoring point is 

said fi=st loca~ion and ~~e anc~c~in; point, and mo~a 

preferably is qreate~ thar. one and t~ree qua:~ers times· 

Preferably at: leas-: 60% o:: the ~-o~al lenc;--:h of eac::. 

s~:i~g/e:awstring is d~sposed wi~hir. ~he bag interic:, 

l~ast 65%, for example, =~ least 70%, of the total length 

interio~ p~ior ~o use of ~~e bag. 



111 

-13-FEB-1996 16:05 -;. ····-- ------·----Fi-:10··-----. 

W093/19997 PCT/GB93100610 

-5-

S --·~-1A-aM~--~~~ ~~s-os~A ~~-e~n~llv o-~ t~e i~!usion ... -··~ ~· ........... -··'.:I .,.._ ~ ....... ... ... -· .... • .... 
package and axtending .from said f :.rst loc::a.tion er.. t.lle ·· 

pe~i?heral marg~~. ~=icr ~o use o: the infusion package, 

is no greater tha~ 30% o: t."'le to~a.l lengt.h of eac:h ;--

st=L~~/draws~ri~~; more p=aferably is less tha.~ 25% a.~d. 

mos~ pref era.bly is less th.an 20% of the ~otal length of 

the drawst=inc;s. 

Where two d=aws~~inqs are employed, these are 

prefe:ably the t~o e~ds of a .~in~la ccntin~o~s len;~~ of 

joinee o= may together form an i~~eq=al loop e: s~=inq. 

axtend~nq from one point o:· ent=Y into the bag to th~ . 

othe:- poi~: of en-:ry. Howeve=, :..-:. is prefe.~~ee. that i:·he 

two e~awst=ings te:-minata separa~ely externally o! the 

. bag. Preferably, each a:awstrin; is tagged. !~ one 

embodiment a sinqle tag is employee to link bo~~ 

draws~rin; ends. Where a sin;le tag is ~sec ~o link coth 

drawstring ends, preferably it is provided wi~h a point of 

weakness, fer axa.m~le a row of pe:fora~ions, ~~ enable the 

single tag to be torn or d!videa into two separate ~aqs 

s-=rinq/drawstring between the tags and the bag a -i:o --
prio= ~o use, tha~ the tag o= tags lie 

closely adjacent to the pe=ipheral margins of the infusion 

_. 
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~ackage. This can be accomplished, for example, by· 
• 

oetwaen each ta~ anc its respective firs~ location on the· 

peri~heral marqins cor=esponds to less tha.n 5% of the 

~otal le~s~n o! ~he d:aws~=in;. In one embodiment, the 
"'.'.. - . ' . ' 

infusion ;ackage is of s\!Ostar.~ially rec~angular form, and 

the taq lies along one sida of the rec~angle. 

By mi~imising the len~~hs of the strinq/drawstrinq 

ends protruding from the ~nfusion package prio~ to use, 

~he resul~ is a..~ i~tusion package which is mere compac~ 

and is less likely to become en~angled wi~h o~he~ i~!usion 

pe.ckaqes. 

Whe::-e there .... -~ --- is pref erred t~at 

the infus!cn packaqe is const~~~ted such th~t tha 

draws~rin~s extenc into ~he i~~erior of the bag throu~~ 

the saalec margins a~ ·spaced apa:~ (e.q. op~osed) 

locations on the margins. I~ is ·also prefe~~ed ~nat the 

~air of d:awstrinqs are anchored at poin~s spaced apart 

along the said opposed location c~ the pe~i?he=al mar;i~s 

of the .ba.c;. .Pref er ably the a~ra.nqement of the .drawstrings 

is sywne~:ical a.bout a plane of symmetry passin; through 

the cen~re of the baq. 

The ba;s may in theory be any shape or size, but 

typically ~hey are recta.nc.;;ular i~ pla..~. Althou~h the baqs 

may con~ai~ any infusible substance, it is envisaged tha~ 

the inven~ion will find i~s greatest appliea~ion in 

relation 1:0 infusible subst:.a.nc:es for use in t.he 
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prepara~io~ o! ~ev~rages, ane i~ pa=ticula= ~~ tea ca9s or 
• 

c::;:fee ba;s. 
• < ... 

I:i qenera.l, ea.ch s~::in~/craws'tri:iq ext:e::C:i:ig :frolll the 

baq will be ~a;qed to pe~~~~ i~ ~o he q~i~ped more firmly.· 

A tag may ca enla:ged ~o fo~m an envelope for ~he bag if · 
; .... w ••• 

so desirad.. Fu:~harmore, a taq may be enlarqed to fo,rm a 

plat:orm upon which the used ba; may oe conveyed to· a 

was~e disposal container after use. Such a form of 

;· ...... 

construc~ion is envisaged as hav~n; application to tea atid 

coffee ba~s in qeneral a..~d no~ merely ~c the collapsible 

bags o! the prese~~ inventio~. 

. . 
of prepa~i~s the infusio~ packa;es def i~~d hereinabove, · 

the method comprising provi~in; tHO panels o! porous 

material a~d positionin; ~he pa..~els in mutually 

ccnfrontin~ ralationshi?, p~ovid!r.q a s~rin~ o~ s~rir.~s 

inte:pcsed between the ~we confrcntinq ~a.nels; and sealinq 

tne panels ~oqe~he= so as to :or~ the porous ~ag; the 

infusible.subs~ance being eisposed between ~he panels 

prior to the final closu=e of the bag. 

Where two draws~rings ars p~ovidec, ~hey may 

advan~ageo~sly be arranqeci that t~o crawstrin~ 

strands t~aversing t~e in~erior c= t~e ba~ lie close~ to 

the peripheral mar;ins the~ ~o the plane o: symme~~y 

passing t~:-ouc;h ·the c:entre o:f t:i.e bag. The advantage of 

such an arranqement is ~hat the draws~ri~g strands act as 

--------------·· 
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a pair of "da.tU" o:- ba:::":·ia::s between whic:h t:.!l.e i~:'µsicn 

sc.bs~&-ice c:a..11 be C.e:;ios !:t:ed, and thereaf ':ar p~even~ o.z:·. 

in~o the reqion of the pe=i~heral margins, ~hare~y . 

min!misinq the li~elihood of partieles of in!usible 
; -.... ~· 

subs~ance bein; sealed in~o the ma:qins. 

It will be appreciated from ~he fore~oi~q ~hat in one 

embodimen~ the p~esent inven~ion provides an i~!usicn 

package such as a tea bag which is provided wit~ one or 

more s~=ir.g ~ype a~~achmen~s. Prier to use c: t~e ~ackaqe 

package i:i a. st;itable liq\!id, the end o! the s"!.:':.:lc;· (o:" a.: 

~a9 attached thereto) is pulled ~o craw the s~~i~; ~~=ou;h 

the seal cu~ of the bag i~teric=, ~hereby to p~cvide 

sufficient len;th to ena~le the st=inq or st=i~;s to hang 

f~eely over the lip of a cup, muq or pot ccn~aininq the 

bag. Following a suitable period o! infusic~, the st=ing 

~J a~tachmen~ ca.~ ~he~ be used to l~ft ~ha bag f~om the mug, 

cup or pot. Where there are t;wo s::rinqs, these ma.y be 

simultaneously pulled i~ qenerally opposite lateral 

directions to cause ~he bag to collapse thus squee~ing the 

bag into a rela~ively dry state. The use o~ ~he said t•..ro 

attac~..men~s i~ t~is wav will aveid the need to use a.r..other . -
external utensil either to lift out or squeeze the bag 

e.g. ~he tea bag into a relatively dry state. 

Alternatively, where a sliding tag having ~«o hin9ad 

-·-····----------·-----·-------··-· 

P.13 
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panels is provided, ~he s~=!ng can he d~awn up i~to d'le 

region be~weer. the two hi~qed panels of the ~aq and.< 

squeezed ~~erabetween to express liquic from the baq. 

The i~ven~ion will now be illustrated in more detail 

~y raf ere:lce ~o ~he aceompa.n.yin; drawings in which: 
~ ...... 
r 

Fi;-u:e l is a plan view o: a tea bag accc~dinq to one 

embodiment of the invention; 

!iqu=e 2 is a side sectional view alon; line AA in 

Figure l; 

fiqu=e 3 is a f~ont sec~ional view alcnq li~es.SB i~ 

extended configuration; 

Fi~=e 5 is a side elevation in section cf a 

cQntainer such as a or pot cup ccr.~aining the tea Dag of 

Figures l to 3; and 

Fiqu:a 6 is a f ron~ sectional view illust~atin; a tea 

bag havin; a single taqged strinq. 

Referring now to ~he Fi;ures it can be seera from 

Figures l and 2 ~hat ~he ~ea Dag is of a generally 

ree~anqula= shape comp~is~nq a baq 1 formed of a gene~ally 

porous material of ~he ty:>e cqnventionally used for the 

tea baqs. The tea oag is fo:;ined 'from ~wo panels z and 3 

of porous material hea~ sealed ~ogetber at sealed margins 

4 around its periphery. £xte~ding from adjacen~ corners 
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c: ~~e tea baq are draws~=inqs 5 and 6, the eads of which 
' are a~~ached to rectan~la= tag 7 which lies alonq·one 

side o= t.~e tea baq. Rectar..g-ula= tag 7 is provided w~th a· 

row of per~orations 8 which enable the tag to be 4ivided 

to fo=:n i:·.,o separate tags, one for each d:-awst:ri:ig end, if 

desi=ed. 
"': -·­
' 

The a=rangement of the draws~=inq wi~hin the tea hag 

is illust:at.ed in greater detail in Figure 3, where it can 

be seen that the draws~ring ends S and 6 are in fac~ the 

~~ enes of a sinqle con~inuous piece of s~rinq. Tne 

a:range~ in the form cf a double loop. Setween poin~ 10 

a.nd 11, the st:=ing is sea.led be~ween t.h.e pan.els 2 a:'.c!_ .. 3, 

for example by means cf a heat seal, and is thereby 

ane~orad. The portion 10, 11 may be anchored within the 

sealed margin, as shown in Figure 3, or the a.ncho=ing 

poi=~ may be adjacen~ ~he peripheral marqins, a~ s~ow:i. by 

the dotted line 12 in Figure .3. F:om anchoring 'poin~ 11., 

the s~~in; extends in a double loop confi~ration 15 ~o 

pgin~ 13 whereat it exi~s the tea baq th=ouqh the 

peri~heral seal ~o the ba~ exterior. The end 6 o~ ~he 

crawstr!ng is a..~cnored in the tag 7. It ean ba seen from 

:igu~e 3 ~hat at no poi~~ is the strinq inter-enqaged with 

eithe: panel 2 or panel 3 of the tea bag. 

!ii;ure 3 illustra~es ~ha~ the ~reater ~art o! the 
--------~----------· 
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leng~h o: the drawstring is i:i~~ally ra~ained within 'tile .. 
in~e.rior o: the t:ea ba~, and only a. lenq~h o: s't:ing:;. 

sufficiently lor.q to be anchored securaly in ~he tag 7. is 

disposed exter.lally of the tea ba~. Su~h a.~ a=ranqe1t1.en~ 

is more compact than exis~inq tasqed tea Dags and avoids 

the possible er.~anqlement betwean s~rinq a.nc ta~s from 

different tea bags within a box of such baqs. 

!n the embodiment illus~rated in the Fiqures, 

approximately 85% of the to~al length oi the draws~rinqs 

is located wit~:~ ~~e inte~ior of the ~ea ~a;. The 'lenc;t~ 

of ~he two looped s~rands 14 and lS a~e eac~ approxi=ately 

~wice the lenq~~ c: the distances D~ and Dz ce~~een.~ne 
.. 

anchoring points 10 a.nd ll anc the respec~ive pdi~ts o! 

entry/exit 9 ane lJ on the peripheral marqir.s. ?=ior to 
·t 

inserting the tea baq ir.to a sui~able con~aine~ filled 

with water, or other liquic, tha tag 7 is pulled away f~o~ 

the bag wh~lst holdinq 't..~e ba;, ~hereby c:a~sing the 

draws~rin;s to be pulled ~h~ough the peripheral margin 4 

0 . . 
a: poin~s 9 and 13 and the slack loops o! d=awstring 14 

a~d 15 to be ~rawn ou~ ot the_baq interior. The 

arrangement of the draws~rinqs rsla~iva ~o ~e t~a bag at 

this poin~ is illustra~e~ in Fiqure 4. The loop defined 

by ~he tag 7 and tne two c=awstrinqs S~•ands 5, 14 and 6, 

lS may be hookad over an appro~=ia~e p~ojecticn on the 

cont.ainer (such as a teapo<: spou~ er handle o::- t!'l·e handle 

of a cup} to hold the tea bag against fallins into the 

container. Alternatively, the tag 7 may be be broken along 

--··------·-···--·----·· 
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~he line of per:orations 8 ~o f~r~ tNo separate tags 7a 
r 

hu.~q f:eely over ~~e opposi~; li~s of a cu~, mug or ·~eapo~ 

as illus~=ated in Fii;u=e ~. Whe~ i~ is adjudqed that the 

tea bag has been si:eep.ec !..:'l the liquiC. for a sufficient.°ly .. ,. 

long perioc cf time, the ~~c ta;s are pulled in opposad 

di:ec-tions as illus~~a~ad by ar:ows in figure 5. Th~s has 

the effect of ca us inq the tea bag 1:0 collapse inwa..rdly 

·towards the centre, thus squee:inq most of the liquid in 

~~e ~ea bag c~t o: t~e oa;, ~hils~ simul~aneously 

. .. 
~hereafter d=ip or lea~e p~dcles of tea on =--~Y su:~~~a 

wit~ wh~ch i~ comes i~~O contac~. Alt~o~~h ~e s~~ing· is 

sealed ir.~o i:he ma=q~ns a~ points 9 a..~d 13, i~ shoulc.be 

noted that when ?Ulled i~ the ma:i.~e= desc:ibed abov~, the 

s~ring will pull through the seals. Howeve=, the s~rin; 

=emai~s a..~~hored between t~e panels 2 and 3 at p~si~;ons 

10/ll on the opposed peripheral mar;in. 

Fic;ure 6 illus~rates a i:ea baq 20 havinq only a 

single s~rin, 21 which is a...~cho=ed.a~ ona end ·wi~hin tag 

22 and extends into ~he i~~erio= ZJ of the bag through the 

seal between the panels o! the baq at point 24. From 

poi~~ 24, t~e strin~ ex~e~ds i~ a triple loop ta a.r. 

opposed location 25 wherea~ i~ is anchored in the margin 

by :bein~ hale! be.tween the two sealed-'together panels. In 

use, ~hilst still in the e~y s~ate# the tag 22 is g~ipped 
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in one hand of the user and the lower edge 26 is g=ipped 

• by the o~he= hand of the use=. The tag 22. is t~en-.p_~lled 

wit~ th~ r·esult t...i.at. slack length. of str:!.r..c; is pulle<; 

tr.rough the seal in a manner analaqous to that illus~:a~ed 

in Figure 4. ·The ~aa baq may than be suspended in a cup, . 
".' ... ·· ., .. · 

tea pot or o~her con~ainer in lclown fashion. · The 

advantage of the form of cons~ructicn illustrated in 

Figure 6 is that it provides a more compact product, in 

which the tendency for taqqed strings from a number of tea 

bags to becema entangled in the box, o~ du=in; 

manufacture, is avoided. 

In a .moci.f !ed ve=sion of the i:.ea. be; !.lll.lSt:~a~ec.· i;i 
' .. 

Fiqu=e 6 1 the ~a; ZZ is a sliding ta9 whic~ has. a...~. 

aper~u=e 27 alon; the fold line 28, th=ouqh wr.ich a?ertu:e 

the end of the s~rinq 29 (shown as a ~r~~an.lina) ca.n 

pass. It will be appreciated that 1n ~his modified 

version, the t:wo folded-together pa.c.els cons~itutins the 

ta; 22 are not sealed toqether and ~he end cf the string 

is no~ a..~chored within the t:aq but ~s arra.~qed to run 

freely throuqh the aperture in use. With this 

arranqement, after use the tea bag can be pulled up 

between the two panels of the sliding ~aq which are then 

squeezed to express excess li~uid from tha tea ba~. 

It is con:empla.ted tha.t an advant:ageous propert:y of 

t:he ~ea bags of the present inven~ion is that they will 

lend themselves ~o eff~cient manufacture on a large scale. 

Conventional tea bag ma.nufact:ure involves the·· use of 

------·-----------

: 
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c:ont!nuous webs of porous matarial and, in one k:lown 
.. 
process, a s!n~le web of poro~s material is q:-adual~y 

folded in half a..~d then heat sealed alonq a li~e 

~~a.~sverse -:.o the.=old to form a pocket into wtich taa is. 

inserted. The sides o= the pocket are then hea~ se4led in 
; .. · ...... 

like fas~icn and the completed. tea bag is ~hen c~t ·frcm 
. . 

the web or perfora~ed to allow su.bsequent sepa=a~ion. In 

another method cf manufacturing tea bags, two con~inuous 

webs of porous material are brought together and and are 

heat sealec toqether. The me~~od preparing ~~e ~ea baqs. 

Of ~he prasent invention can be substantially t~e same as 

outlined above i:i re.spec-:. of c:onven'tional 't.ea baqs '· bu~ 

eiff ers i~ that the d=awst:inq or s~rinqs is laid ·inta the 

spaca be~ween the two individual webs or the t~o halves of 

~he folcee eve~ web prior ~o the heat seali~; steps. 

The embodiments illustrated in the drawi~;s a~e fo~ 

the pUr?oses of exempli£ication only, and it will be 

mcdi!ica~ions and al~eraticns may De made to t..~e 

illus~rated tea baqs without depa=tins from the principl~s . . 

underlying tha present inven~io~. All such modi!ications 

and alterations are in-:.ended to ce embraced by this 

applica.~ion. 

--·----------------·· 

11111111i11ii1Mr 
: THtS · SH~'f HAS 1U!£M 
; . ' . '. REPLA:CSO 



• 

O-FEB-1996 
• ,i;: 

1 P.2121 

W093/19997 PCT /GB93/00620 

-15-

CLAIMS 
• 
l. 

containi~g a.~ in:usihle substanca for i~:usion in a 

liquid, the bag being formed f=om panels of porous 

materials sealed togethe~ a~ ~hei~ peripheral margins; and ,. ....... ... 

at laas~ ona st:!.n;; the er each s~ring e~ten~ing through 
· .. 

a seal between the panals, en~e=ing the in~e:io: of the 

bag at one pcint on the peripheral ma=;ins, and extandinq 

across the interior of the baq to an anchoring point at or 

aejacan~ the pari~he~al mar;ins; wherein the ler.qth of 

sai~ one point and the a~cnorin; poin~; ~he a==a..~gamerit 

be.inq sue::. that pulli~; -che o~ ea.ch .st=i:lq in·:.-:iall.y ... 

causes withdrawal from ~he ~ag i~~arior o= slack s~=ing 

len~t~ disposed thereir.. 

2. 

there is provided a pai: o! s~=i~gs ~hich cons~itu~e 

o~ the baq through a seal b~~w~~n the panels a~ the first 

poin~ on the peripheral mar~ins a..~d ex~end~nq across t.~e 

opposed location within er adjecen~ the pe=ipheral margins 

~ithout any intermediate in~erengaqement with the said 

panels of the oaq; each d~aws~~inq being anchored by being 

11111111111111 11111111111/ llll 
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• 

held between two sealed-together portions of the·panels; 

wherein the lenqth of that portion of the drawstring which 

extends across the interior of the bag between the said 

firs~ poi~t and the anchoring poin~, is qrea~er than the 

. -.,-· ... · 

distance be~ween the first point and the anchoring point; 

the arranqe.ment beinq such that pullinq the drawstrings in 

qenerally opposed directions initially causes withdrawal 

from the tea bag interior of slack drawstrinq lenqth 

disposed therein, and thereafter in use, further pulling 

of the said drawstrings in gener~lly opposed directicns 

causes the bag ~o collapse ther~y to ex~ress liqu~d. 

absorbed by the infusible subs~ance during infusion. 

···: 

3. An infusion package according to C'laim 1 or Claim 2 

wherein the length of that portion of ~he or each strinq 

which extends aeross the interior of the bag between the 

~ said first point and the anchoring point is greater than 

one and a half ti~es the dista.nce between the said first-

point and the anchoring point. 

4. An infusion package according to Claim 3 wherein the 

said lenq~h extending across the bag interior is qraater 

than one a.nd three quarte~s times the said distance 

between the first point and the anchoring poin~.· 

5. An infusion package according to any one of the 
--------------------
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• 
preceding Claims wherein at least 60% of the total lenqtb 

of each string is disposed within the baq interior, p~ior 

to use of the infusion packaqe. 
~ _ ... 
r .•• 

6. An infusion package accordinq to any one of the 

preceding Claims wherein the length of that po~ion of the 

er each strtn9 disposed ext~rnally of the infusion packaqe 

extending from said first point on the peripheral mar~in 

prior to use of the infusion package, is no qreater than 

30% of the total lenqth of the or each strinq. 

7. An infusion package accordi~g to any one cf the 

pre-<:edinq Claims wherein there are provided two 

drawstrings which are constitu~ed by the two ends of a 

sinqle continuous length of st~ing • 

. 8. An infusion package ac:-cordinq to any one of the 

(') ~receding Claims wherein the or each string has en an 

external end thereof a taq. 

9 
.. . An infusion package according to any one of the 

preceding Claims wherein there are provided two 

drawstrings and wherein a sinqle taq is employed to link 

both ·the draws~ring ends. 

:.· 111111111111111111111111111111 
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• 
10. An infusion package according ~o Claim 9 wherein the 

said single tag is provided with a point of weakness to 

ana.ble the single tag to be torn or divided into two 

separate taqs durin9 use. 

11. An infusion package according to any ane of the 

preceding Claims wherein the len~hs of string or · 

drawstrinq between the tag or tags and tbe bag are 

sufficiently short, prior to use, that the ta9 o~ taqs lie 

closely adjacent to the peripheral margins of the.infusion 

package. 

12. An infusion pa.ckaqe according to any one of the 

preced~n9 Cla1ms whe:ein there are twc drawstrings, the 

'infusion package being construc'Ced such that the two 

drawstrings extend into the interio~ of the bag through 

the sealed margins at spaced· ·a.part locations on the 

tl:t margins . 

13. An infusion package according to Claim 12 wherein the 

pair of drawstrinqs are anchored at points spaced apart 

along the said opposed location on the peripheral margins 

of t~e bag. 

14. An infusion package according to any one of Cl~~DJ.S 12 

and 13 wherein the arrangam.ent of the drawstrinqs·is 

------------------- -------·-------------------··------···-···-· 
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symmetricai about a plane o~ sywne~ry passing through the 
• 

centre of the baq. 

lS. An infusion package according to any one of Claims 1, 

3, 4, 5# 6, 8 and 11 wherein there is provided a single 

string having a tag, said tag being provided with an 

aperture through which the string may pass so that the 

tag is slida.ble alonq the s~rinq. 

-'.' _ ... 
r . ' 

16. An infusion package according to Claim 15 wherein the 

said tag having the aperture therein comprises two hinged 

panels, the aperture being located on or aoout the hinge 

line, and the end of the strinq hav1nq tneraon a fixed 

tag .• 

·i 7. Ah 1rtfusion p~ekaqe sUbs'Cantially as des·c:ribed herein .. .. .. . 

with reference to th~ accompanying drawings. 

Ch) 18. A method of praparinq an infusion package_ according 

to any one of the preceding Claims, the method· comprising· 

prcvidinq two panels of porous material and pos1tioninq 

the panels in mutually confronting relationship, providi~q 

a string or stri~gs and arranqinq the string or strings 

such tha.~ they are in~erposed between the two confronting 

panels; and sealing the panels ~oqether so as to form a 

porous oaq; the infusible substanc.e ~einq dispo-sed between 

the panels prior to the final closure of the bag. 

----------------
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