
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR TRACKING A LEAD OBJECT ABSTRACT OF THE
DISCLOSURE An imaging system for tracking the location and direction
of movement of a first object comprises a plurality of marker devices
adapted to be disposed in a pattern on the first object, a sensing
device, and a processor. The sensing device is adapted to be disposed
on a second object so as to view the marker devices, the sensing
device being operative to detect the relative positions of the
plurality of marker devices on the first object, and the processor is
coupled to the sensing device to form an image of the relative
positions of the plurality of marker devices and to determine the
direction of movement of the first object. The relative positions of
the marker devices on the image allow the rotation of the first
object about its own axis to be determined such that the direction of
movement of the first object can be tracked. The plurality of marker
devices comprises at least four marker devices spaced apart from each
other. Figure 1 accompanies the abstract. 


