
A method is provided for removing a dense ceramic thermal barrier coating
(IBC) from an article surface over which the TBC is disposed, the article
surface including an edge at which at least a portion of an interface
between the article surface and the TBC is exposed. The interface includes
at least one material selected from Al, Ti, Cr, Zr and their oxides. The
method comprises subjecting at least the exposed interface to a reducing
gas at a temperature of at least 1600 F to separate the TBC from the
article surface. The reducing gas is subjected for a time sufficient for
the gas to penetrate the interface at least by converting to a gaseous
compound at least one material of the group at the interface, and for the
TBC to be removed by separation from the article surface.    


