
A receiver/decoder is programed only to ac- cept a current entitlement
control message (EMM) if it has received at least a previous EMM of a pre-
vious calendar period. When this is received, it is used to check present
rights in the receiver/decoder. The invention prevents an original
subscriber from fraudulently obtaining rights by disconnecting a de- coder
(before an authorising message can update the decoder's memory to prevent
decryption) and by re- connecting the decoder (so as to be mistaken for a
new subscriber legitimately having those rights).    


