
The present invention relates to the iso- lation or the semisynthesis of
novel alka- loids of formula (I) present in different parts of Mappia
foetida as well as the pharma- ceutical use thereof and the use thereof as
novel syntones for the preparation of com- pounds with antitumor and
antiviral activi- ties; the same products are novel syntones for the
preparation of novel analogues of camp- tothecin and of Foetidines I and
II. The par- ticular water solubility of these novel com- pounds is of
remarkable importance as it al- lows the parenteral administration without
re- quiring derivatization.    


