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(57) Abstract: File systems for respective service
providers are assigned to a single memory area, and a
single information storage medium is shared among
the plurality of providers. In the initial state, an IC
card issuer manages the whole memory area. If an-
other provider is to divide the memory area to make
anew file system, it requested to acquire both a right
of dividing the memory area and an authentication of
the IC card issuer. After the file division, an access
to the file system needs to acquire an authentication
of the provider that made the file division. When uti-
lizing any service, the user can easily use the IC card
as if the IC card were issued by the corresponding
provider itself.
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