
In accordance with the invention, in a direct access storage device having
a head for interaction with a storage medium and a moving actuator on which
the head is mounted, the improvement comprises a compound bearing system
for the actuator, said bearing system including a first bearing of low
friction for small movements of the actuator; and a second bearing of
higher friction for coarse movements of the actuator. The storage medium is
preferably a rotating magnetic disk having a series of concentric circular
tracks. A single servo system drives the actuator so that the head follows
a selected track with motion of the first bearing, and movement of the head
to a new track causes motion of the second bearing. Preferably the first
bearing is a flex bearing and the second bearing is a ball bearing.    


