
Apparatus and method for securing a stent to a  balloon catheter. A first
clamping portion and a second  clamping portion are arranged for movement
toward and  away from each other and are provided with recesses  defining a
channel to receive a stent crimping sleeve  having a longitudinal bore. The
stent is slid into the  longitudinal bore of the stent crimping sleeve and
the  balloon catheter is then slid into the longitudinal bore  of the
stent. The first and second clamping portions are  moved towards each other
and apply pressure to the  external surface of the stent crimping sleeve
causing the  internal diameter of the longitudinal bore to get smaller  and
apply pressure to the external surface of the stent and crimp the stent to
the balloon.    


