A portabl et er mi nal

< AT~

maichi ne which controls the execution of a downl oaded

program depehdi ng 'on a usage tine limt when a sub programgdownl oaded from

of

| mt
Df

a video gane machine is stored in the storage device, t he g8 of

comuni cat i ogyewird h the VigdeQ g3 B-rRGRIRGY ,g;zpﬁcﬂ, fromt yock is

recorded in ub program as a!!mmmgpéAt the time of T he startup

It he s ummngmmmmmbmmm URbBlmHB mwmnboomtﬂson rmmmgem i me
I p& ;idm; P _commm

agaj n él%&ﬁﬁ&mggré'ent t1ne obtaine

t he| s %?amlf t he usage tim

(21) International Application Number: PCT/IP99/04139

(22) International Filing Date: 2 August 1999 (02.08.99)

(30) Priority Data:

10/218295 31 July 1998 (31.07.98) p

(71) Applicant: SONY COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT INC.
[PAPY; 1-1, Akasaka 7-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo
107-0052 (JP).

(72) Inventor: ITO, Takeshi; Sony Computer Entertainment Inc.,
1-1, Akasaka 7-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052 (JP).

(74) Agent: YAMAMOTO, Toshitake; 301, Ogikubo Sunny
Garden, 28-9, Ogikubo 4-chome, Suginami-ku, Tokyo
167-0051 (JP).

(81) Designated States: AU, BR, CA, CN, KR, MX, NZ, RU, §G,
European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR,
GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE).

Published
With international search report.
Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of
amendments.

(54) Title: DATA PROCESSING SYSTEM, APPARATUS AND METHOD

(57) Abstract

A portable terminal machine which
controls the execution of a downloaded
program depending on a usage time limit
when a sub program downloaded from a
video game machine is stored in the storage
device, the time of communication with
the video game machine obtained from the
clock is recorded in the sub program as
a time stamp, At the time of the startup
of the sub program, the portable terminal
machine calculates the usage time limit
based on the time of communication and
compares this usage time limit against the
current time obtained from the clock and
stops the startup of the sub program if the
usage time limit has been exceeded. I
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