




































CLAIMS 

 

1. A garment adapted for the prevention or treatment of the accumulation of fluid in the 

body of a person, including one or more flexible supports adapted in use to engage the skin of 

the person, each flexible support including a front and rear layer of webbing, and having 

resilient protuberances between the front and rear layers and integral therewith, so as to form 

an array of resilient protuberances spaced apart on a face of the flexible support to engage the 

skin of the person, wherein the resilient protuberances are defined by raised elements and are 

selected from one or more of a foam material, a gas filled bubble, or a liquid filled bubble, 

wherein the front and rear layers of webbing are fixed together between the protuberances 

forming respective compartments of the webbing that house the resilient protuberances, 

wherein the garment when fitted to the body of the person operatively provides an 

engagement between the array of resilient protuberances and the skin of the person, such that 

operatively muscle movement of the body of the person induces a passive massaging action 

by the resilient protuberances, the passive massaging action comprising repetitive differential 

pressures and concomitant slight movement of individual protuberances at different times in 

the location of the differential pressure being applied by the resilient protuberances to the 

body of the person in the area of engagement, such that the fluid in the area of engagement 

and associated regions is progressively driven along by passive massaging action of the 

protuberances.  

 

2. A garment according to claim 1 wherein the protuberances are retained in position by 

individual closed compartments each closely enveloping the protuberance, the individual 

closed compartments being formed by the securing of the front and rear layers together to 

form seams between respective rows of protuberances on the face of the flexible support.   

 

3. A garment according to claim 2 wherein the protuberances comprise an outer 

membrane such that the protuberances are adapted to be partially compressed at least while 

performing the passive massaging action, but restrained against complete collapse in use. 

 

4. A garment according to claim 2 or claim 3 wherein the front and rear layers of 

webbing are sewn together.  

 

5. A garment according to any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the protuberances are 

generally dome shaped. 

 

6. A garment according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the protuberances 

are adapted to be applied to one or more regions  body where a blockage or 

tissue damage responsible for fluid accumulation is located with or without visible associated 

swelling. 

 

7. A garment according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the front and rear 

layers are air and moisture permeable between respective protuberances in a direction from 

the face of the support to an opposite face of the support. 


