
A method of synthesizing 7-silyl camptothecins and 7-silyl
homocamptothecins includes the step of mixing a camptothecin or a
homocamptothecin having hydrogen at the C7 position with a silyl radical
generator and a silyl radical precursor under conditions to generate a
silyl radical .SiR1R2R3 wherein R1, R2 and R3 are independently a C1-10
alkyl group, a C2-10 alkenyl group, a C2-10 alkynyl group, an aryl group,
-(CH2)m R11 or SiR12R13R14, wherein m is an integer within the range of 1
through 10 and R11 is a hydroxy group, an alkoxy group, an amino group, an
alkylamino group, a dialkylamino group, F, Cl, a cyano group, -SRc or a
nitro group, and wherein R12, R13 and R14 are independently the same or
different an alkyl group or an aryl group. 


