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TECHNI CAL FI ELD The invention generally relates to a nethod for transacting
busi ness over a ON-MINE INTERACGCTICESRYSTHEMaAND METHOD FORWhi ch al | ows
mul tiple buyers and sellers TRANSAGCFING'BUSINESSI ng an i nproved extranet
system whi ch organi zes and utilizes clearinghouse, credit, shipping,
transport ghifor: 2NIDLAANE] HEndagt Wor ks. BACKGROUND CF THE | NVENTI ON Many
conpani es and i ndi vidual s use various nethods for mmﬂm‘mﬂMHMMPum ness over
the 15 20 25 Internet. Using the Internet to trans gl provi des a
fast, eff REIATEDDQCUMEBNDS ent neans for the various fwamfires to interact

in an on-line gnviropnent. Cenerally,.a seller, offer rogucts oods,
services, inf oﬁ;‘ét qpplication ¢ glaims; %)b%?fita"fi\%‘lﬁ’s P‘E“é“%'iocﬁnﬁ%d 3?%@’gg§‘°§albuyer .
| f the buyghiidkish Ssridl NubibeCEREL, I50ef1ed AMY6L1999.he buyer supplies a credit
card nunber or other form of paynent or credit to the seller. However, the
seller then often is required to verify that the buyer's credit card
account | §p ﬁﬂi&f pi !l for the product, collect the ambunt owed,
arrange f on, obtain insurance on the goods shipnent and
track the shi pTeninvaitioh genegdlyddatesidchimdtladetbi tyansaskisgbushessnvges nargaR, anis
credit line to purchase the ods,. the b r's credit line is depleted

Gt 1t he MRt lR 8 ateiiog W gy EHERY Sl 5 SSsircn e Buipiaping

Of tenti nesn iinE@vaw;ecfane« sysfehl @hichedpmided ahd ndlizes fddadngtoake, ichalit shipping to be
i nvolved in the transaction process. Mreover, for the parties involved,
det er ni ni HRsPORHIoP M PHERRATVIS e nai ntai ning an appropriate inventory of
goods 1ps difficult. As such, buyers and sellers have encountered | arge
expenses in, for exanple, storage fees, inventory costs, and disposal fees,
especialIﬁ2ﬂﬁ&ﬁﬂ@ﬂﬂ@iﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂéﬂﬁé&@ﬂ!ﬁdustry. One exanpl e of a perishable
goods industry,js th eaf ood i n Ly, -Typl el. receive
Pventory and Msf ket R aRE b AR i fidobor Pl Ring byl S Re

t ransact i Gitern&t. Using the Internet to transact business provides a fast, efficient, and convenient means

for the various parties to interact in an on-line environment. Generally, a seller offers products
15  (goods, services, information or the like) on a website which is viewed by a buyer. If the buyer
wishes to purchase the product, the buyer supplies a credit card number or other form of payment
or credit to the seller. However, the seller then often is required to verify that the buyer’s credit
card account is authorized, bill for the product, collect the amount owed, arrange for
transportation, obtain insurance on the goods shipment and track the shipment of the goods.
20  Additionally, when the buyer uses its credit line to purchase the goods, the buyer’s credit line is
depleted until the buyer supplies payment for the goods or cancels the order. Oftentimes, the
buyer or seller needs to find a financial institution to be involved in the transaction process.
Moreover, for the parties involved, determining supply and demand while maintaining an
appropriate inventory of goods is difficult. As such, buyers and sellers have encountered large
25  expenses in, for example, storage fees, inventory costs, and disposal fees, especially in the
perishable goods industry.
One example of a perishable goods industry is the seafood industry. Typically, a seller

receives inventory and contacts the buyer in order to make a sale. Once the transaction is
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WO 011 03043 PCT/ USO0/ 18456 negoti ated, the product is delivered to the
buyer. The séller, however, usually waits 30-120 days after delivery to
recei ve payykposgl" the goods. As such, the seller's noneypcised@si N tied
up in delivered Inventory until (if ever) paynent is finally nmade by the
buyer. In addition, poor, transportation gl anni ng, data storage and

r et ri eval hegahted gheraserustis deliversd v the buyart ke jeHerahopweyet uspally w Efdays
anounts o i i | At i I : n the
seaf ood d%ﬁs‘{r P?[E\'S?;@sfé%n ¥)€ %I}gé}%ﬁt?lﬁ&rga e@%o%s%?rlg?% %%%esie%'{r% P&ea? IE(’:nﬁrirufrl gﬁ% up’

i ndustry jrdetivéred invgppryalnty (if Evep)wsayfment i fimglie madeybyithedtupert dgedditem gobos,

where | arge unsol d suppli in_one.are d, unavoi.dabl e _boom or. bust

cat ches. ofarParpieRtpe, fafstohel i Rustaldng eipitiction Rave e in 4 Waste

plr | cess anef et at;lﬁqmalo'f 'gme(eﬁd gx?]qngi,r\olﬁbks mnrnmﬁ¥ had4d d?t_rifr_feﬁﬁlléﬂf@) ofl @hd he

e e e ey o sosiai g o oter, b st BBebber

EXENPLARY SIS R o ARl Mite IR ThBtla [OFDIRS Ol op Rt OF AN

. pres I nv [ i ncl udes .

Tr ansact i wepvbidsblabsem gulust eatcihgs oﬁnﬁtshemsnbwm@domnms!cfmghbﬁ#@n_sene@wdh@;ﬂ | ers.
n an exe | NI OMe

ext ranot  Bsg g GRRGRO MRl €l GRS LR RELATR B e Tl TR HEE,

Wi t hi {hOt hzrdemogend wstghi for Fﬁckeﬁ;suﬁww,tdehmdd,ﬁrdeﬁwm{) h;dgﬂam\;ﬁ_ttlméparihsaﬂde @ctdd@%s only

regi stered huyers and sellers to access e, we e while fhe system

communi caf“?fge °t’ﬂ?le§ﬁ?i‘?5f élﬁté‘g’“tégifatl‘?f’%é%a’tﬁ#b,mwf 8?‘1’1}‘55"%"?5&‘? “SEY-1 1 i ng,

col l ection, clearinghouse, insurance, transportation, tracking and 20

banki ng systens. The interactive database includes real-tine information in

connect i oAUMMARY OF AN EXEMBLARYEMBORIMENT, subnits a request for

product and t r oduct

fromselecti oﬁﬁf){/ﬁggrégaé}, nggm [ﬂ%@‘é‘?ﬁg E’ed E)g%%a?#{gogrugn@ﬁsgg&gﬁﬁﬁgoﬂgc hase data

i s rouf edbtterean rohltiplei bogdre arsksellovki biranextmplarysgqoodinest, dlre inejnéiot sperdies r equest

based on the. buyer's Pl -extistin P ofile anld el dit 25 infaormtion. If the

o ear | nghiiitia 34 bisvel pifafstedit prlnies by e R dtss Aotuptl hheneflis L o

noti fi ed. withintthelafde piitlia PAEN SvitcBELhdtFork RitdrRABdtalloivhiily tiastdrarpigsdsed

product is released. Notifying the shipper, the buyer, and/or the se|ler

i ncl udes SHLEIES fogpopss EheapeLai™iI the BsiFm eamRUmEHesTHE. 404 a8 advantsee pfi ng

el 1 ver | ng B B e e B U B o

30 seifli njanking systemy.eThe ipteractivadatabee indudel ecal-1ima infpmtation it Gonmdctiomwith

collecting. a ment froma financial | iLtution. ~and eventual |

st but FRE PRI Aysre i pger b PRREA Raugelh profthes e MBS st e e

cl ear i nghtuekeout aiecreivetes piodadt from’selectidn Kldnh ddedbiEls. USCOL18456 BRI EF

L T

wher ei n | pjgRoved GBFcfdcts tRERGESRE basédPorth@BBRE'S predittbtin®plotifeldni credit| | ustrates an

exenpl ary enbodi ment of various parties transacting business over the
| nt er Aét ; irfprmagien. Dlfjthel qlearipghouse agcepissthe radpest theshippa byl apdier sserprover t he

I nternet | n:.AGC . WA I lﬁmﬂ?' nt

i nventi onb&gﬁ&g@ﬂg%ﬁn&ﬁ% %0?%1?%8%%&” ng &% t‘ziipl%fﬂr]]g%alg%%gg' rights to
an i nt er adlotifyingtht siipysee, thebilyor, acdiartbasetier incltdes apecefyximppicknyarendebeirment  of
the present invention;, FIQRE 4 illustrates t hod for . transacting

busi ness. B ReshiRRgr POUTHE e oral RePRg vl of Fieestand regbiaghee | o
accor danc guishdsh tetirs QiR VRIng 2 Ypr&RQE tHEBYerOfentlaind)d @diRdly coifirafatiowdid Fl GURE 5
illustrates the continuation of the nethod for transacting business between

a buyéf amtndipedhs dediveryeppirmatien fofhefinparipl igstiuiogpepiiectng amagmeat fign 4,
accor danc gpicia iR Anf%L TR BYefitually distributing the payment to at least one of the interactive

database, the clearinghouse, and the seller.




15 enbodi nent of the present invention; FIGURE 6 illustrates a web page
that the buyer and/or seller nmay encounter in attenpting to access an
i nteractiveg, d se in accordance with an exenplary errbolq;lr;@%' t he
pr esent in\%&‘ﬁ}(’g‘ﬁ? FIGURE 7 illustrates a web page where the h’)l/ée%ff"ﬁ may
enter the type of seafood desired, 20 make an individual selection or
mul tiple selections, and purchase the desired seafood in accordance with an
exenp! ar ypRiie JriRipeiokt RABVIPLARPERAWPING FIGHRESS |11 ustrates a ueb
page t hat ecting one or nore
products in actersogent mventioh wilhhaeinafiet e desaibbd oh thesontestfof tHeappendsddrhwing
i nvention, FIGURE 9 .illustrates a.we age includi ng purchase order,
shi ppi ng, HEHEF fvggre’indlfkspﬁlﬁfria%ﬁie%e fike ‘fi?ﬁ%&%&ﬂ‘ge with an exenpl ary enbodi ment
of thes presentFIGUREN illstratdslatfekimpl &y lembbiieat &FS/afowspartiRatenshdtins WikiRghs
I nventory that has been updated to reflect the buyer's confirmed choice for
purchase.?WfﬁP@BﬂEe@ in accordance with an exenplary enbodi ment of the
present 1 nvenFIBURED it égktgﬁ{?&{t{“énga%ﬁﬂg BYSAREb Ve HeUfheRR: AhoEXEAREL ar Y
transaction between a seller an O a buyer using an extranet In accordance
with an ewidhnpt ewempbamperdbodiment of the peesgnt gvvention; nventi on; and -3 WO
011 03043 PCT/ 6 F 2 id | ust.r. S.a ess. flow diagramin
accordance w bﬁg n exleun% a%?g#ﬁgvﬁé)a&éﬂ%oﬁaugﬁ & gﬁgssﬁﬁétggon%n lp%ﬂaéﬁvﬁdgﬁagaﬁﬁAl LED
DESCRI (PTI 4cbbridsincg evithraa lexerhplery s difient ofvigdresent inventiomles a uni que net hod for
transacting business over a ne rk betweep nultiple buyers and sel|ers.
The system cortihrEdt Wit SRS s?e@gcﬂaagmea‘g@gwa Wics edrigeler asing
bi I'1i ng, gohlepeliiOdhtabbieSR bl DERRESHith A EXEMBRBLamEJIFRNPOF t_B@-%)ﬂe%t inv&ffolki N9 and
banking systens to increase the distribution and financial process for
buyers and selHIGUKE Sihustratas sheponiinuatiotnefghemethpe fr frarsacting Musingsabetivgéoa mat i on
I n connecy ] i.th . r ' MBGURE Py ' est for
or oduct a%d(yg{]?lle arsgl(lqé’j g%}?g #hg?&ﬂ?rﬁéws(ragt laa‘(%?ﬁx "G 4?1'1‘1 agéoréaﬂp%ftﬁaﬁe){e&%ﬁry

15  embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 6 illustrates a web page that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in attempting
to access an interactive database in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIGURE 7 illustrates a web page where the buyer may enter the type of seafood desired,

20 make an individual selection or multiple selections, and purchase the desired seafood in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 8 illustrates a web page that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in selecting
one or more products in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 9 illustrates a web page including purchase order, shipping, and fee information

25  inaccordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention,

FIGURE 10 illustrates a web page including inventory that has been updated to reflect the
buyer’s confirmed choice for purchase in FIGURE 9 in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 11 illustrates a system including an exemplary transaction between a seller and

30  abuyer using an extranet in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

and



| ocks out the requested product from sel ection by any other buyers. One
skilled in the art will appreciate that product nmay include goods,

servi ces, Wogfo%i on, digital data and/or the |ike. The Riyg§oohsdsgr mati on
and purchase data are routed to a clearinghouse, which either approves or
rejects the recluest based on, for exanpple, the buyer's pre-existing
profile, orderF ﬁiilg’t%rlﬁ,lllﬂgrafet‘is‘t)@&cF%nﬂ?‘Hf‘(%&‘iﬁ?i‘Brﬁcc‘Zﬁi@d? tWith B r ¥ EmPBRY

and/ or t hg ddtGentiof tHeRfesehi8Nehfighouse accepts the request, the shipper,
buyer, and/or seller are notified. If the clearinghouse rejects the
request, then the requested product is released. Notifying the shipper, the
buyer, an o udes specifying pickup and delivery terns for
t he shi pp%%@%‘?.ﬁgg .lu’us%yer of the approval of the request and

speci fying thglnlcgémhlaﬁle phfﬁmﬁnveﬁ@dri iuelg&lesg Lgn_iqae ﬁféﬁﬁ)ﬁ é‘ér?;ahk@tibglyﬁfil_lesQO _
generating a delivery confirmati on an ending the delivery confirmation to
The f i nanBYeAR BFRSEK PAFFTUILBIEbRYTY e Sgﬁﬁay%ystw&mnamm% &jithy and

i nstituti QRes ANShiEA6VRABkihY crdiis WilliBY cbtibh R 1RANSB e, InSurdhcel #ARporABnOf t he
interactive database, the clearinghouse, and the sel [er. In"an exenplary
enmbodi mentrackitgeang backrg syisteme te ineisasspes distabutigntang finangial process dor buyers andt

syst em whj [ . |11 CEAS [ r within the
L gor. 25° REARHANE bl LERAB R IR M ORRT BUER 1

regi ster edaagtivhswhetel thedulerssbrhits aequssior pedue bsd the reghest Canhe patiudt 0 many

websites on the Interne ich allpw . anyone to enter _the wepsite, use its
functi ons P"G]FS Bt %rrf‘ii’reﬁtﬂéjﬁ’i\gg‘,‘“. .fnrsgﬁétt'onrs%'sat"é r?\g‘ebg‘&?fsdgn? gﬁ"rﬁ\?e‘g‘b‘ tl?fcﬂfb‘é’@l to
vebsite fpiaddiRahhi frvdley mae tidlude Qébds,f&fvi@%,aﬁﬂhﬂatioﬂ!cﬂ%iﬁa@ﬁhﬁhﬁ%i @B 1iRad
password entry. For exanple, one buyer (e.?., General Motors) may be

i nvol ved iThe Biyyeinfarsatien andoueghassi ders asoromisr {9 prlearingpoyise.avhichy ithgr appsaves| |

gl ass, p! Qrsxtejcgé the?xjenﬁ.ﬁegtr &%}Jdco?l’, o @J‘czglﬁple,rt}gebé%ggr’s Iﬁ'I:-Qxigti oﬁlg,eorﬁ Widtor§ 2N

request just in ti needs t o supplier product ion and shi pnent .
Anot héf verspiction offorematien credit étfomative and/ontbd Mes 1htht tleginghewselaceeptsdind buyer s,

wherein the sell]ers adyertis roducts for., - WO 01/ 03043, PCT/ USO0Q/ 18456
St on alBHFAb Siinagh PR s aE RN ot e IR0 S R iR | oo
products ten tHeQbquRMadPloBuct &lrklelidd ENGifyinpahd dhigplr, HeyRer, &id/drige deilghest

bi dder. However, this systemaoften requires the sellers to approve the
buyer' s cimshides spesifiling pickupraad delivsy tempfgethe shiprst netifingthe beyey ptthes, arrange
for trans ' ; ﬁ,;}gpgs [=H oA | y, these
sites areglgjr {"Zaglbf@%ﬁagffq %ﬁg‘%gﬁegﬁpg a ee %%%uc%‘%gg%?jprnat elrt(} g’lg?a%er’cause

t he i B0engeneyating adelivedy eunfirthatioa@nd sendingitleedeliverp nordirmatian to e firsneial af t er t he
sel l er and Ler e..mat ched urther n Lati [ . stablish
Corme of CaNieh sPAGHEEL R kb MG AL US e AR B EILS 6F 20 |

ti me w t hpphenetocaldast,one bhitht intandive dxtetsase, Theeclqariegiente, andrhekéllen enhances

extranet functjonality b uhbstantially reducing the 10.sellers and buyers
actions in thei“}ft?reéﬁagl?‘ﬁfg/enﬁ’t"g@&é% twr%%’bt\)ilﬁf‘ﬂﬁ‘ ‘g’ﬁrﬁteﬁt"@ A ‘B'ﬁ’_r‘B’ngy_st ems to
maxi mze eamveyaBaeviadds 8 kédufc RRGYd ackéss AERRFANhich HRrAEsOHi@TA tHeNyg&t | ON
performs various functions for the sellers and buyers, thereby allow ng

r eal - 6 me Publigrnaeket pwitehed mwork(Amgrnes) andipdiops enly peisteicddypis ang pelersial i f i es
all particj F OV | o i

Gat abases L P el |G ANAES, Whclof B BRMPLAR Ry plfoRlotile
paynent ofhefwabsise, e ivs fulitions drerdes pedpdts ex@antOsystams progide lipried kchess to
connections,to transporiation systens to enhance the scheduling_and
racki ng. SEoHEURERRRRY bt R BnE a1 oBrls pEHER Lo PR LIS Eeh em
comuni Cakinpl,lolle Buyeh (el BGensral Blofbrs) nte§ e idlolved BT @iSkiranet sydtbnOwithini t ed
Parcel Services",) system and database to share its credit jnformation,
shi ppBAg mritinleeppiiers (eg-ctael Blpss. RRSiSTeRlscHANICT BpB% Fubkey: $iehand BahRYef Ganand
banking r ' iq) ; j : Ctal ' he
prosent | vant fiacit @ ndelh SR TR ARG WnBEL b elo bt

ef fi ci enciextsanet dysteprivedves multipasellens andbuysts| wherein ¢he stldars advertide produdssfor on of
peri shable itens. such as seafood.
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In an exenpl ary enbodi nent, the present invention collateralizes upon
exi sting banking rel ationships of the shippers to provide for efficient
paynent and recei pt of funds 25 while m nim zing currency rate
probl ens. Nﬂhvﬂ?ﬁgernational shi ppers (e.g., Federal ExprgééﬁQ@R€§?ted
Parcel Services"') have established an international network of banking
rel at i onssalexsn sdlstin hedrd bhauction fiypmat. [The seller ther camsell dts gradectsey, ked syst em
with a bank i h industirialized, c try...Because it.is difficult for
i v duaPRBRpe L b (el b SRR Baack e RMRGm i bl e oires

NUMer ous @ séllefs 16 approVethp bepeBicrddityisin forphoduoks) engagedh calistiomnattisities, t akes
advant age of the shipper's pre-existingﬁg wor pect to Figure

kK, by, wth res
11, est abMTA0RF Y TANPOTRHARIEALPYRIDF FHRD Rords, Aabonaly. faksses 1107,
through clearinieaqdich-gebiRabld Prolilt@s SRIPRG S beBRRK the :Hv]eﬂtto?/ 8 b6 Wstributed
C earinghouse 1109 is any database, system -5 WO 011 03043 PCT/ US00/ 18456
net wor k, iora tiesthimaaner.oRurtheemensf aften the selley ardintyexare stohed, ferther pegotations ansmi t
data, conquni | t her he
quat | 1 caPEOraeh o lebngbt g ik 4R MBS v FoquBlng B Btk BB o8 gnouse
1109 nay tiee wvith phereaialls, spnaileand thxesor porated into the interactive database

213, 1107, incgrporated into the shipper. system 207, 1108 or any 5

conbi nati on t hel°dd S?mluﬁveﬁﬁ?‘f? reP 'étrfu’i%‘_gmg’@ﬁ/éf S‘%’F‘G’étfaglyﬁ?db‘ﬁlﬂéfhcand t he
sel | efg i sseMefsiahd BshelhRtionsUh tHeGubihhsihdeses£d Srbvidlp QAT EGHMVATE syl to
instructs the bank to put a hold on the buyer's paynent in the same country
wher e t hempxigpige convenisaen and effigiensy. Ingeneral; the presens inyentigrerigrpeyHrious he
product b idi ]eﬁh,r nj fhd At i to the
cleari ngh%lﬂ@{eo?lg;f et&%(sﬁé(}f glgrl Sﬁbﬁgrecgfﬁgog\)r{@crt@ t%rﬁeﬁggéﬁﬁ t% Ii%lméa eé}téheporti on
of the bupresensinventids prrgalifiestall parteiphis ppevide changks inpriceeandprelucsunt ry wher e

the buyer’'s hank is |ocated.. i.ng.the same tinme, period, the clearinghouse
ot r et sPERERU R SEPhhe a REbipa s SRGn TR0 8% b Sater B payent
t o t hes sewltkin, Hr &eEPWIL-10abED akHifrbvigesiddLnB AR té iralpHeition dystdmt@o enhance

cl earinghouse instructs the shipper's bank in the host's (host of

i nteract i & sghatelpgsad radking L pury. Inprpraplaw empotiment the SBPRLSETEB! t he
buyer's payiiRiicated viih ARG (Y, FelGal i lesdS aRd/bf BRRAYAQNSdROpt i Onal |y,
any of shipper's banks y retain its own transaction fees. Because the
nmoney is $yelempnddhtabasety sharetitseradidpformatipn, shipping infexnatian, trackingei ng

transferr A n ri.es,. i itk change rates
ar o mi i i anaE RPef R M) 48 oRhi! SRR SHALE wthdeh e PoThe, | 2

fl oat 20f fuhetidnalyte of the pEsRa) inviehtori. IBxoaRe bf thainteasep disribution and fagmbst may be

a 20 portign of the interest. earned, .sq_.the shi.pper and. host benefit
from t he PrEftAt EhBH’.eS“t'}HH"’gRtH’H‘é&’eﬂ'ﬁ“‘{"aé"r&?‘i‘fi%ﬁ‘g tiog P%‘(‘ﬁthg'tﬁ‘é“‘f‘?ﬁaf“ﬁul |
paynment o0fs seagodorti on thereof nay be rel eased to any one of the

af orenentioned banks. Mreover, upon rel ease of the buyer's paynent, the
buyer is abl e lp@ngxemplary pmbedimentsthe preseny inventiogicellateralizeh yponeistibgiyer i s abl e
to purcha : 1 f M| k uyer
cancel o ¢ AR Ak ARHr M e W ploNRE (S Rten) S i Blridbecclp of Hach.
paynedi (whiksmbnigizingicppenty exchangerete prabbamsr dhng intergational shippersdaued, t her eby

al | ow ng er Dr uj gkl v &e-establ.i.sh it i.ne of credit. The

o econt Ui FREm B s U Talke] St DSt RlieRE s BN GHER i ok

conponent banking rél@ionshifs EPHASHE Eifpset BfSn atbdoustad hetwheked pstes with @dadkhat such

functional blocks may be realized by %B@Bg%ger of _hardware_and/ or software
i

conponent & c@gipdestiabiged counity - Recpise s rdigidual fHyars ofisllers9r exanpl e,
the presegtablifVebinkp rdlRonSHIP bPunYeddus Qbthiridd ROPR B inGbrdtioH bl ALAPONGAL S,
e.g., menory elements, processing elenments, logic elenents, |ook-up tables,
and t B | tekes advintagh ofithy shipperis poasexisiing aetvetkjbyowith easpect torfigwadibr t he contr ol
of -6 L 04 ) r ] .OF ot her
control \({Ig\tf?’(i]:l%ahgr?g ﬁ%n"‘%'%%g% ﬁ%é&g‘g%ﬁné?%m%g%%ggﬁﬁ@%?&é@ PSventi on
may be i nplodneniiecshippirshbaaky 1 1 agstans iChgringhosserlil 2 isragy datelgisg gesteanjch as C
C++, Java, COBOL, assenbler, PEIRL, or the like, with the various

al gorithns being inplenented with any conbi nati on of data structures,

obj ects, processes, routines or other-5-progranm ng elenents. Further, it
shoul d be noted that the present invention may enpl oy




any nunber of conventional techniques for data transm ssion, signaling,
data processing, network control, and the like. It should be appreciated
t hat the pwdoiesdssar i npl enmentati ons shown and descri bed hpcRUSI0a8456
illustrative of the invention and its best node and are not intended to

otherwse 10 Jimt the.scope of,the prese invention in.any way. .l ndeed,
or 1 he SERwrsyo soRbgy BRRvENAL PaE o sERiE o sl R colfPiuicel

devel opnsyith dihd neiWeks dridatabasefad andlgpehie guaifichlivns 9 8 refiber( @ik gras@ponent s of

t he individual operating . conmponents of the systens) nmay not be described in
detai | heV¥fh. MeGrq Rk cltBrirghorsid IEOmALEE P Spards s cThiRpPPRct iRo ther i ous
figures Gapf.ehiemhidbade®1n, A9, infirfhatedinkdme @ﬁbﬁéf%p;texﬁwmh@s ¥ dnynct i onal

rel ati onshi ps and/ or Frgym cal 15 couplings between the various el enents. It
shoul & becombination thexeohmny al t ernative or additional functional

rel ati onshi ps J I i L.cal
electronic t rérgéagg%‘%‘%]h%sﬂ%/nsﬁg%E%%%}dg'{gk@%ﬁy&? ﬁlggsggglg% P%P}egrtlﬁggﬁb %{g&exerrpl ary
enbodi merfiusds ekise cleaneghiousent 109 irktreguha bank td@sta hdid dn ts bpperisgiapmerg ih thea

system of el ectroni,c C rce . runni over the Internet. It will 20 be
Yot cC! arBHE RIS AT <R g e BHLS SreenRR Aot tht HOEMERSn coul d
be for nuléwding (Nlesikinid HPrdval dfR FéductdbipmaR B e LRirhghb@k, theie network may

include any system for exchanging data or transacting business, such as the
| nt erlfet clegringhenpeingtructssthe bank terredsase agetion ofthe buyers fundecredibiouhe cat i ons,
and/or the L g [ o : b Fhedhe ilut

devi ce s&gﬁbgﬁﬁaanggg@ggﬁécﬁﬁ% g’,ﬂ&%t%s ?,wp%al?aé% @Pé%%?%néiﬁhg}é5| St ;1%,

handhel d redoq) hessleaibglimisginstniRéd the fhippet’y bankahlthd ssler{zvonagratedélease thee | i ke.

Simlarly, the. ipventipon could be used in conjunction wth any type of
per sonal ﬁ%’ﬁﬁrﬁtt%p’,e S%Lelr\ﬁﬁf‘f?"ﬁto et %V{ng&%rﬁ?%gﬂed’ﬁf‘o#n%m %%WBEQO g"j DRI ¢ ame,
or the | itkeshippers Bghkan Yhe ooy Alhbi of SyesdcEnt Satshasa bl (@NYouneY §d Rika@fan¥ihBdows,

W ndows NT, W ndows2000, Wndows 98, W ndows 95, MacOS, OS/ 2, BeGCS, Linux,
UNI X, 150r Rortion|of fhe bues; spayeent ta pp prsayk of e hoshee Atriasactian fes- doptonellyy agescri bed

herein a i rbglg#' !Ergg : j C éggwgit%aﬁ,' d , It
w il be r%gg@f)?é; Sun esrﬂs?zltl 00 H{I%gt‘mtt %S%Eﬁ\g/)ét\eﬁ'o% coul a?%gq%elégnlgﬁggﬁgnt ed
usi ng | PXn thagespettaie lcourititestand Nett H8in@SransiSreddretwgen counthies; the prablensst i ng or
future prataocol.s.. Moreover.,. while.the exemplary.e foent will. be WO
01/ 03045 BT Fee® s B FETBR S S brel bt 11 butf on
of seaf odstetesti cnghaflsfefihalbuyed ntonky,aliectkansddien s phenernt conthe ipdt atag deahe use,
sale gr distribution of any goods, services or ipformtion over any network
havi ) siroRol E’tefeé’rF&_Flefin%d HPERAP R RS DenR Py B 1R UAY PRewi ¢ h
respect tQilfeh SAHRE ark will aprétisie Baf full payhdnd BSAG RN EITRRS beYQEas&d fohe
Internet 113 are shown. The various parties include, for exanple, a first
party 103ny angelsbeafopsmentionedbanks. Merqoyepapanrelease of hefoyygristpapmentythd 09, and
an nth p : r ¢ I St VA d party
105y v i€ S o 8len AR o bt 3, BB FRLIS, Rl PbmeriiBdl e B0
party 109withayt faether delayp Samilarlgnifl theduper .canidels theaorieres reperts theprodwy, the boidact

busi s wi.th eacgh ot her by using.|nternet 11 s a.nmeans of .co ni cati on.
ns i 10 e DRREARITERE (e 2l SHEpinedy ST o REreR) MRt TORBPY not wor ke
that may alewignheRlyer W0irhdte giiekIR RRéadlisiOits IR fcRgitude any system for
exchangi ng data or transacting business, such as the Internet, an intranet,
an extranet, \WRRpreseqyinysetionmayhe desokibederadn i sgnsRfinciomlboe 2, a system
201 for teansagtd ' 1 sl R M breb el HAY iR fudcHoRE REANCE
with an e%%@?dyﬁgﬁgﬁsﬁﬁssg*%ﬁeﬁgehg? eos%enterh?hr\?entti on. Syst gn? ZOFB?LIESL

i ncl udes mayfberrsalizpdiby yny2Gdbesefdiardaareandok baftwané cagumpdents eonfigeredith party 205,

such a er, of ».a third party 207, such.as a distributor or

b ppdt et SertiTRbarBpt ey SRR o S RN AEp Ry SHRL S appr ova
of nenberistegratkdichitwit @digofénts)e fgh) nich@rbeleentg proetssing kkemeng, 16gic plementset wor ks;
and a fift pargé 211, such as a financial jnstjtution. Ahhhqﬁgh t he
various pafipR@bles.and the jikeupiehmaycary oyt ayasieliRfifhacHens Wrer B8 coiPkoiof t he
parties/entities may be conmbined 20 (e.g., the financial institution, the
cl eari nghouse, and the shi pper of goodé may be one party/entity). O
course, the transaction could just as™@asily involve services and either
nore or less parties than those illustrated. Each of first, second, third,
fourth, and fifth parties 203, 205, 207, 209, and 211, respectively,
conmuni cate via an interactive database 213 (also referred to as |DB)
(interactive database 1107 in Figure 11 has simlar functionality).




25 Furthernore, the clearinghouse is any database, system network, or
conbi nation thereof suitably configured to receive or transmt data,
conmuni cat @vd’ﬁ Qther networks or databases or anal yze thergsbphidss cations
of a menber o e present system Moreover, clearinghouse may be a

separ at e system incorporated into the.interactjve database 213, 1107,

i ncor por aPiePT M HMEFFRPrGFsIOFT °§}F§P‘Hﬁﬁ°gée7"°eil gméﬂﬂya% g@ e of her eof .
30 I nt er agtiUeindakdlans bdimkplRhemkdainh any ﬁ'@%ﬂainﬂﬁngj&ts&tﬁﬁﬁ@ mgtlagettacwasr i ous
parties to access to assist in carry ying out a transaction. For exanple,

i nt er act i VeCtiatatraSOBRL3 assamblse PERSs enthelikes with thesvaripwiotlzositmibeirngic h that

each part. R S Y} tah hat g

WO 011 030 %ﬁ?%églg} f@%@%"fm&éne%caﬁa (S:(%))l;‘ﬂ’)é 8t\éal:ﬁ 8%2% Sﬁﬁ‘t‘g‘;egg‘t?‘%]e; dat abase
213 visn apreplammiih@elbmentonFurihaeg itishowd hc hmtv@thanhmsanamwamon @fay coplae,

i nteractive database 213 e | nted jn an unber of camruni cati on
Gyt ens, | FHCRGUEHY S SBL O AP TBR P LSt B LPRE RS, (. 0.
via an | nfefh&tcomeslVinaenddieyi der (1SP)), wired conmunication, intranet,
extranet, and the |ike. To 5 further illustrate the vari et

conmuni cat i on Ixehiuld ‘teH’aneFlﬁfteé%WP@M@@W@@BOWO%@%S%M ed in,
cell ul ar phARGS.in &Rkl he RHRLRbALs SO AT e PHRABed BdfhehiSe | | ke MY
be used. itiron, suc te may be inplenented in, for exanple,
di ffet(enthmanig:tmgasofdte prcsenhm‘feehemtn 20 Way 1 Irelsf;d T thersdics oftbaewityan exenpl ary
met hod of conductin siness S

i |lustrat &8V ?’H‘é’n%}éﬁ?‘%dﬁg” §‘f‘8%§1’tﬁh°a§9‘t§anf88mf i (53‘nn(,l 0‘Illgl %th' lﬁgagtaf/pefbf?g}?cesses

i nt er act | yetehd (@ldasMpadents(of 1@ indididu& dpera@ge) corpoehgi vt stemt) Mdydnaabel | nput s
information in connection with the transactigon (step, 221 ), Second party

205 subni gescribed apydetait hereip. pprgwmpere, th%?mtéﬁcawgnées ﬁhﬂw’étiﬁh%&ftrt%ﬁ 1gfTeh t he
i nput t ed ta?lt emtefeﬂparé i Bec?t%%tpre eRplaBR ondI QIR PEindic? pRydadH t t ed,
t he request cks out the particul arqﬁgroduct fromfurther sel ectlon by
anot htfy bwehngSIhthehnﬁlervanmmlenmstsotl puld bejnetsd thatfragnytalferngtieecr sane pr oduct
wi |l not hav C S A | ess the
request ed ‘?‘n oggin@ﬁﬁ%)ﬁ}d?eslssu }Iugg&}g'{ %Ml r&ggg)zlgﬁq}é Eﬁgscussg‘%a“b“?ow. Next ,
|nfornat|ﬂacttomcrtfm§aedonsystemnnect| on vvlth the request to a clearinghouse for
approval, where the cle 0 ous S or. rejects, the request (steps 223
oG 924) For BB i descthigh pT e i apooEs et b Hemullg hes
based on gspfieliiab Berinidd® aRYiteh of Qléﬁﬂinlc dainddeddelutfing dver b YR 140il1
i nspection infornmation. If the clearinghouse accepts the request, then at
| east 2@neberppraciatad, hrayevgr, themanyapphicntipas afyhexgesentgpveption @utﬁabetfymzéaﬁecbr e
not i fi ed, of i FXA Bethriil) SBprédiat thafthe GOWCEEmat AL AL £y Rbin CRkChah Q! Ve
nore parties, less parties, different parties as we ependi n n the
cont ext i databri ttﬁnsawsg businRes, suCQ agithednternbt, & mtraekah pxtrantt, WreNJLARr i nghouse
rejects t request .. then t e e |nf r d so that the
request edsql?enll‘%?%ﬂuglﬁatfogs’ﬁgg/ﬁﬁ%’aieuril Isf(;)hé= ked® O\ t’m?éi%& tlh%he ﬁe&?@gaues' ted
i nf or mat i @PPut device sddaragekeylbeﬁruedonutklostchpansoahlt&gttapmf&ﬂaashmyeld e@tﬁ]ﬁ.ﬁér a
product in cqnpection with such | eas eustecllnforg%titﬁtii |f the

qt? R ysg

cl ear #hghGiesd alip EHPHRY, cefiwlar Rhgpe °rtﬂi“Fel TR S &fed to

second pagdnYunéfich With £ ‘pefsOal @&ﬁ‘ﬁmérenet\lv&k%@lﬁﬁﬂéi ReikitdtiddS i s a buyer of
goods, then step 226 would illustrate t he del i very of the requested pr oduct

to the bumpiniconfpaenapainframsd, etthe bke ruaning prysencratiglsystenzuck GSeqeyzfzrﬁ)onwtﬁer e
payment g

pr oduct)n?%m{z’ e’dﬁﬁm‘g&“%ﬁe“;lhmsgéoodw‘%%ﬁéﬁgﬂcﬁggé?ﬁ?g%%?f gg/rzf Ir?{% ouse or

t he shi ppEihux@NEE qums likg aantzeri althoughhtbe inugreion isfeaquantly fdescribéd lereinfs
delivery., Paynent distr.i i nvol ve [ .a . fee -9 WO 01/ 03043
bCT) i) ssigmamepietetiy e ot e bts. Bl pe SE4H gergod ep | or
(step 228ye ifvehticiARafso bk implembiteP@idgIPR1 Appistaik, fPLE) NREBIBIS, OBBdriahiit i on,
fourth party 209 is a cl earinghouse, and th|rd party 207 is a shipper, then
t he fi naneuraber phestisting or fnre AspiocelsMagspyesvilstee erxeep smbodEmestylbes funds
to any or all of the other parties involved. Thus, system 201 provides one
met hod of transacting business in accordance 5 with an exenpl ary enbodi nent
of the present invention. To better uridér stand the different steps for
transacti ng business over the Internet using system?201, it is first

hel pful to analyze the steps involved in gaining access to system 201. For
exanpl e, as discussed above, system 201 may be inplenented in an extranet
envi ronnent, where only users having predeterm ned access rights may access
and use interactive database 213. 10 FIGURE 3 illustrates a flowhart for
obtaining access rights to interactive database 213 in accordance with an
exerrpl ary. enbodl rrent of t he present |nvent|on Access rights may not be

Y T M o, D T




25 (e.g., information regarding a designated bank, line of credit,
am)unt/perceht age of inventory for posting, using Certified Insured Freight
(CF)), angy ructure and payment type (e.g., annual beeusiifisssgnt age of
transacti on, &?)ﬁ?, anong ot her things. The submitted ne ers aﬁ

applicati on oes through an automated or manual approval pr ocess and is

ei t her apfisedked 25 sysigre for seley Adaligritasion of seafRed using g spesialived extranet. the ep 303,
the 30 buygfe AQGaplA& th@ﬁse saPer M didSodiy obﬁn é%"oﬂi k&dict O iRARMRMRRESS and
accuracy Gf Information. In ad dition, the t |r party site inspection of
parties' aramdtwrkéaswnmsmnlak@nctmmelnacdcwhcd@wer nment heal t h st andards,

facility effi b i s_not
approved - 10M°§%¥t&f%§0‘2@?f9%§8§}@%1 %%é’%%ggmgﬁl“%% %’1‘8&5 P besrpectl ve
menber 5 dod IfteinegHB Areghe @RS The gbtogﬁs pﬂdeﬂﬂatldmelforrmﬂhﬁé,shﬁ ]ﬁhppﬂl)_kaitl on may
be submtted. On the other hand, if the nmenber 1? g%)l cation i s approved
in stfap S%EHLP%g;pﬁ’é“BFQBWcIW&?;mF’éFﬁ@ %B%% p@@?’jé‘nﬂiﬁar f
exanpl e [ IR B HeH ee from
t he pr ospg%tir)veycrren@ (e uyac s gelrggar?g??)?@%&?ﬁg s%l I"er) rlﬂrﬁ}l’sbgur ng at

| east oneﬁh%@bmtltuwsmhdaaﬂdﬂ%maﬁ e h gipper,.ane S@%rT@c\@mmpaﬂmrnmr ng a
C e By TEORL o RS 0SB 1129 PRl o RRERAL IR v
i nst alld at welb knovaisinahert, cbfitematslsl\mg dsqmmmaombfawmm Ihht eayt communidare/eit or y

i nformati on manu i nventory entry,. doqwnl oadi ng. i nvent or V|a File
T BRRATBie; or P eluds a0y oy elh dpremchahting e pe elsetigk DEgipgEpich as

cust om zi nﬂrstleaetlgnﬁmﬁﬁ@mntesztrme WANELARNRARF theikker ' s industry (step 309).
Thus, once a party obtains access to interactive database 213, that party

may transact bRePwmEEsowieFIGURE 2 et 20] dorritnsacting husineseoventha Bateretds 3.

| deal | vy, e se 213
o tr ol e oeeDbEeE vl Berhloy Bibo i Rl B A P ARRPIRS, hod
for tidansachidegs fmstpanty263 tsetlv\aeneﬂerblfgemdsamstcmcbmhb'éﬂs bﬁcru&.srartglycxmfer act ive
dat abase 213 in cordapce th . an. exe r odi ment of t sen

i nvention® ?%dss%é}wﬁ f@oﬂ*é\%‘s Pﬁ@bﬂ@f é’¥ @%@%Emi nt ed
for any typRa@ighbeksifsleprobsldfisraibeRAnd mtaﬁeﬁoamhltmangadmﬂrs)éndependl ng
on the needs of the buyer_and seller. In addition, the present invention

may suppoPHPRELPEtveTks: @dyé"rf@ pagty 2f bysuch gsiafigngialjingtingion Aftheped theavagows
various Ob{}ﬁés d?@flﬁlbt?aﬁeda{% drate @ERﬁJes %B& g:(’}-nbx‘eb?'ﬁxfe Q‘rtu%gerﬁﬁl'é?h@ D%c&ﬁlﬁnéﬁuyer
and one se for ITpRICI ) tion buyer (or other party) may
be i n¥BI véx.ithe ﬁmntcrapinentumanﬁaccﬂqanrwlogsmndtthndnmr yf gogds meybe ers the party's

profile ( e d her f§ IS
adequat e, %g@/ém{t}') ?)If c?r.fr %apsoantlonocrcl)gid Just 9asxl*][}1fvglfvg? 2Ly atnﬁ ghel)r Moks ~rE 4
may be i npt leseattied than thidieilluewdielx tEaoh oaﬁdsuyabncartldrdafomﬂhlad fifih pahies PE3;. i shabl e

food i ndu h t he seafood i ndustr for exa I icity,
exenpl ar y%#&i#@?m 24 resperbively s%oergg‘gacar%wr %‘“?Sacgg‘g‘%aéﬁh”%#nt(ﬂ & seaf ood
i ndustry, rdpttedits ad1IB) éin’f@récﬁde éa?ab%k@i"lO?Tﬁ‘Plg&‘éM@'haﬁﬂﬂrﬂ&f fuhéiRnRARY). €r access
i nteractive dat abase step 401 ). By way of illustration, a web page
601 i AS acEvnthpamers, the tlearing euserﬁmnarrdytabarwmtﬁ’emet\mrkr%éombwgmthrrmfent| on

R e R e R L S

sel | er mayr dslyze teiquaidichdorkad e rrpmdmfehemrmnt systeres Moar¢ayht, slearingiowe ussed

ont 111 ey s e e, meevporacs ng e e Rete TR B
W O 011 03@4stheSHiphrRPdidB 466 1 T8 orsaY kanbiaaonaidrédfs | nfbrmation into

interactive database 213, such as 1 nventory including product informtion,
SKU ndftbers, Irrt@sqﬁwa datpbagy 213 Ripvidescanenrinedatabase forjhe RHGRLRAIGE O gecessity esh
may be da%ﬁ ﬁxa&?'?ﬁ%’ou{ ¥ 9515 tloﬁeﬁglogg.?mgfe BiteractPEGtBAsd P FBnay 5 didled HPEMON,
col l oqui al, etc.); Sales I nfornat , price, quantity, i1nventory
updat e), lserysi(ndt siosmjraich @} eaglnpertymmaytaecebs lk'@ra(:ts;\teeiptabﬁ@@31.3 Ba thelHiternepnBhak y, t he
sel l er may updat e/ change certain passwords and | evel s of access,

i dentify/update existing buyers, access information on weather, rules and
regul ations relevant to the fishing andfor seafood industry, Fish & Gane,
Coast CGuard, marine and fishing equipnment, run reports for accounting,
inventory, and/or sales, and the like. In this way, product informtion and
changes are in substantially real-tine and sales may take place 24 hours a
day and 7 seven 10 days a week, thereby allowing all parties to have access
to the continuously changi ng i nformation as t he changes are made. Al so, the
interactive database may mrror the seller's SKU nunbers, for exanple, in
order to facr I | tate | ntegratr on and corrrrunr cati on. I n addr t| on, t he buyer

I . o o B T T




15 inventory, and/or sales, and/or the like, for exanple. Step 403 may
occur continuously and simultaneously in accordance with the ot her nethod
steps in FI.GURE The buyer having a buyer profile may s ractive
dat abase 21‘§°ﬂ¥?3ﬁﬂ various search criteria, such as pri ce?’e‘gﬁgﬁ{ﬁ%, fresh
or frozen characteristics of the seafood, packaging, and/or type or species
of seaf oot$, edchrpasty savpldeaccessdpterpgtiye datapageidi 1 ivisna wehesite fpe pnhing intekaptivef y

exi sting 20 sel.l ers. Vi I . S

e udh ngtapagtieon; RBuSeRlerRe bl o BNl BN o | o
and confi edrhintcatioh eGtenaninsding odrelessaxmnenicationt, packettswitchedaytwaeks (B.gt, fria

buyer's countr urrengy,..a inhclude product cost, freight, CIF, tariffs,
QU es. amie: SESE AT AR, Sert coipaion P iee SFTR ¢ Pk 3oue
page 791 hpthaCHktehnaR Wikikly Ancomnfiitadsy nRiRCHt TRRfacVe 8d18baRd 2L Ray be
invention, where the buyer may enter the ?g e of 25 seafood desired (e.qg.,
fresh wat Brplemepgaddn, gallylgphoneg ap toge palay pile E)eéhrg).lquw@deé}sg)nddlﬂe IikgInpayiee

sel ection e ~she X1)E bl Gedlil&ofSSbedasa

addi ti on, ﬁs|e§'t Iergdélg%tlﬁ)\g’eéuh}é%g%a)ssge lgl?g ma)})q ave tlﬁ’eccapagﬁf fht yfy(;)lfﬂg “uag%‘ﬁ%g to
mul ti pl e Rffeehitesuntries. di f f erent nodes of transportation, so that the buyer

| ect ' hi ppi i . A so, the b
oy oyt ously so AR ARORn rrler eliPe B Fngplel ey S S I ORE ¢ oy o
such 30 i nhigs MRk théN@dus QdpsiaY trofsadtioh UBirst phitP03 dRcodSd inagdtivBitabate

accordance wth an exenpl ary enbodi nent of the present_ invention that the
buyer and?by (el 4 BEb page) diegihinismst ] 13 @pd dppuiiyinformation iny ¢pipeption avith the

PCT/ C1S004 1843860 Q8ep 221)T0KE: oﬂaqﬂﬂgtz@sisﬁmhiiu% WRefbr I HodubCGehiEeBmpY€ln Page
801 ident?r%lg%%@?ﬁe lE)uyeirmas? *Sam Fl yi ng Fitsh Oﬁo aFn diusf)l.ays \Tgy‘%oﬁs

seaf ood i cammectivhwith thednpmry@infimmgtiondbtee223)  Oucepueaiasider, praduct isiglibmigtadhthe
product, size ackaging..(e.qg..,f hifroze val 1t v, origi | abel ,
gquantity, regigt 18 |Sc°'e'l§%‘8P gﬁléuﬁ%{ro%{f?@gjﬁ{ﬂf e f%gionc ar g&e]%{r bélgerd?%{gllijssrgae’ﬁe%\bove,
t he exenpbthéryrequesRdbntBtexadrsemb prdduttswillanoe thaveadcbs toahd Byckedodutirbgquestedf ood

i ndustry;,as such, various informatjion illustrated herejn | d be

G 11 or ent ImgaP (Aless fetaered iRTRIPR BSUREBER Rt % RS PE0Y. Nodus of

t hat = specinfdrmafidiy $duteh in bbnreblich WitEWPleghest RSB use £ Biprévil Rehetfe ChOI Ce
may include adding drop shipping points, where interactive database 213

st or es wotlPaigRRusSTIRentHPrariads the Frarest GisAHES 8424 Far exaeris theslearinghouss anpl e,
the buyer Y Pt GuedURE RS hrBfR A i% filstory O s

havi ng wfntg?%ﬁcgﬁboﬁsr%gégﬂseq{eg%atl ons. I}%l addi ?lp:or??&f #egdlgr is(?g; m@yg{é}%gg%fi r med
i ncl u@d ngingpeotiarcinfdrmationt 1Ethg klearfirghpusamctepts dresaqiestothel atdeashoretnd fisgp earity | ed

' ~~, in Fl f h i h

pur chase AFHEFONG Y. o7 ARG Pt 707 B (EPYon o BB e e o O e
exenpl ar yn@ifkabn Bl irdblve or@pLad Tkssipanies) bt differePartRy aWdlEdepdiingngie 90!
di spl ays the product, size, packaging, qualjty, origin, |abel, quantity in
15 poundsSonxt paviysbysygemnagl istsed eyl hshe Cesounslpyss Biegs UsrPaues, et al
sal e pri Ce relbstdl iRDrhationifRlcafid so RRAY 1HE Mquesidd iRfdPmatindSho BAEE loRBode! | very
date.g@(l)‘ (ég)gr%e, vareléggfg ot her wfor&aﬁéclpgn ntgy atbqsro or alternatlvec{pé be
di spl @y ed Qrepthaidnest Ration ihnetlenge putyjthen gther paitieay Teguestanroduet
dat abase IS, i :n order to further provide a
secure en%%?%‘%%%%ﬁ*@%g?%g??@ﬁ%g@g ‘lafés(“é’%k may require confirmation of
t4 g$ buyer's aégﬁmnaﬂinghe?siededepﬂsﬁﬁeeatuibm{m(]brww llflamﬁleﬂli) be dedi:r?]red(mmadoﬁd {:z;rty ?‘L ep

, once r confir Lhe selec n (i..e., bu e pr c en
o or act A GisP S8 o TR PR DI CR ALY GO R ERARE M4 ho
product i MudfhéadReryirte bdiRstedprombaio tRé byl fRay et chilechibieR itiiRaedRv e
Placing a hold on the productlinventory renoves it fromthe inventory
avai | 8b| este#27swhere paxmeghpappe dyelafthe tigeiob Aelivery of therguest(e-g athe pdustbiepl ar y
web page J0@1.d:! Sgtl Yhelc3indhdSseRE Gl t he
buyer's con??q;elrrfegb&i (%1?l %’ ?t(%%\%ﬁ(lgﬁrec Qsetac In I&%Qﬁﬁgéﬁlﬁ%s}e%{igg#ﬁg&
i nvent or yfromh dledmyeripon behfirmhtigrafsielivesy. cRegientrdistrimiion ey nmdbveipaying e fee
exenplary web page in FIGURE 9. At this point, interactive database 213
transmts the order information to a CIBeari nghouse. The order information
may i nclude the buyer, species purchasd, quantity, price, packaging,
destination 30 of order, and/or the seller, anong other information. In
addition, in step 407, the clearinghouse transmts information to at | east
one of the buyer's bank, the buyer, and the seller. For exanple, the
buyer's bank may be in the buyer's country of origin, where the bank -13
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checks the buyer's designated account and verifies the buyer's avail able
credit in accordance with the buyer's order. The buyer and/or seller may
receive i“&Rﬂ&ﬁﬁ&@“ including confirmation (e.g., via el eptfpilofrgdde |) from
the cl earinghouse, pending order |nfornat|on species, quantity, price,

packagi ng, shi ppi n‘g%l nf ormati on ., destination, projected ship 5 date),
and the [ folisst paryu2Q3 where first pEld my@a|a|sslleesbﬁtqp§é%<f°hefmp& Hd¥fth party &ht or y

i N conneci,@a\didi fhstitGol YHRHH ﬁ@’ﬁ% aﬁ:féﬁﬁnghéus@ O%h %ﬁrd‘ darth Be7 i QE&E@&%&F
dat abase when the I nteractive database places a hold on the inv
| i sted inthe iﬁaamglmsumtlonnwstt(mmpnﬂ@fee from thibuyena yunds treany oo alliof the nther

connection w t.h t or sale t ot her
buyer s/ pa’fwfmes ‘“"%Ve‘% bﬁ% ?'fﬁ%? Pnoﬁlgf i %l{r%%etﬁ)()d e asgtt?rgebv%m? hel 2RE aﬂfﬁ/er S
credi t5 i swalpih exethldrs embodihtnt)of theyeesentinvintion.nf or rratl on for approving the
buyer's credit %I ncl ude credjt hi stSD#)y curre credit limt, any

out st andi ng at Bttt undessiand the dftsesnt sgp B‘S’W@‘H’tg “é‘l’}EFSt%’Er the ngerngtgysing
exanpl e, LhgnfRy1eft Ml MR hefitult6 IR Fhe ek sttéiﬁ nlEUéW%H 1§g£ﬁnﬁ££€cew sﬂénﬁ?iﬁe ¥aa
shi pper fi'nanci al institution, e.g., a bank such, the sHi pper f| nanci al
i nsti t ut i exampieyasriscussyd altere, s ssem Mghuulseerrmlmenﬂm %xmwwgom@dlvtheres

ol oct  oni Bt Bne bt iR eesh UM B CesR M [ HAERAG: Gliate 25, 12

| i ke. 10 n BIHURE Gnilusteitdsfa ﬂatmhaﬂ forybraintigudeess m:fgbtsrmnntmacti\eg:ma&astgzmhm
product sold,, the anmount of th roduc nunber  of nds of

D at oo - SEPidaRe g XD R oo et oh ¢ Bisthot {TVEBr (FersabEs g0t b

pr oj ect edn&hédfod @ie%ng'ﬂ%etf@ﬁmleé lsfemtekafcnomatMyeeﬂz,s h6WaRt, trddSteARREPNREss t hen
t he cl earinghouse 20 directs the shipper financi al institution (e.g., bank)

to place Hgomdy bnimnesednnyarious naries denendiag gn the priartf conirohtheds desired kort h t he
buyer's og i t funds
reduces | |’% | %c%%é@o?\%gf}%é ﬁg(:%kol%gﬁg, P‘gfy P%g?e%’a%%d?@;éqg%al ?‘? gé&;’l)rgynent
(e.g. 15t hﬁc@éﬂnﬁ‘red atdess n«ghtspﬁbmvannﬂomaﬂonbeammsmg, wkathah ages agd 2ghlatitigcause

bank) - MoF RS BN ER R oK PRS- AR GHTY SheS5oR 5 oior &

nat i onal ajwr@drmlaﬂaefena&lmaxbtqu.ﬂlespr&dw&mwaa@wﬂcghtse transfer of funds, so
that the conplexities of using international _currency Wy be addressed by
gr

usi ng i nt er achiwpadyide meabership 3pplicgfionhavipg yp%0 lhé?fcﬁbtwap wligrdysubmitteddi t i s
not appro

O L A R R e e LR o el
requed?® t(ees. ,rre.meagéubersnlceds of sgcyrdy.epd pdrSns/ehntieaddiing esresstsheh fpppatrolieny

resume 30 searching interactive d t abase 21 orde at t enpt_gnot her

[ ansact | BB Bt SO RO ORE peid nR PR et Ry 2.

i 'l ustrat pregeriet Guyezs hﬁiﬂorfselﬂeri rbamaahsta@ puatchhseas der)) @1avee Anklysis by fitigand t he
seller usin ractive databas in -14 103043 PCT/ USOO/ 18456
accordancgc"awﬁ h(%g?‘é%(g’t“l?‘ ﬁ?"’cﬁcc‘lrﬁi?é‘c?ﬂ”@%é T3 R8BS a8 uni ng
that the ?Jn/ rre@lﬁfoﬁg'tﬁlrd part R RYRGiorSiffofalon! REnLANAIABENRERemberitap i f i ed
in steg 413, the clearinghouse notifies at |east one of the buyer, seller,

shi ppé?, (e enfaanan@e regandinigcpciesignated baply lingef qrmtpeemr/pqreﬂmagmf iyeptosy for he

onet 5. ofstp Finf Calnl ML BRTRIGR OF) Eha i rple HATEn B8 o syl

speci fyi ng:emecdeutagaaﬂrailﬂdcnmerew)tmmdthnrtltnlrg Shl pper (e g., product,
seller's addr S. information such a addre s and/ or
drop shi prrent TRl TeOdAR IR $AeUSALoR GHFS THPKG A oY CRAGLof BRME FRoChe
buyer and{;@eesgednh@s'el(her Shproved oflifeied ¢ASHs 30D ] S0 £ HorsRRhBpR M sEbp1303, BEC. ) ;
and notifying the inspector for CIF to inspect the product to be shlpped
For ei‘érrpg er pkorspligssenrofita pay he verified forgmpletengss; and seqyncy of infesmatien: In seq,
and/ or , d , SO

t hat m)re eﬁl c?rgrﬁufvxgﬁfy?te E?é]g{crﬁgﬁgf oaft?e@ 'flagﬂlﬁép%%yg ué(?i?&oﬁ’%%/o gég"\?al abl e.
Furt her, héatthstangaods; faciliyy qfﬁuvncalfﬂnd:ltlﬁ like. Hehgumembruship applestibn isynopapprived t 0

t he buyer. At the sanme time, shipping via CIF reduces liability and ot her
conplications for the other parties (e.g., the seller, interactive database
host, etc.), such that nost defects wih-respect to the shipment will be
covered by 15 insurance. Step 517 nmay al so include interactive database 213
confirmng the transaction and confirm ng the hold on the buyer's funds at
the buyer's bank, and further notifying the buyer, seller, and/or shipper
of the projected delivery terns (e.g., product, cost, delivery date, etc.).
I n one enbodi nent of the present |nvent|on notifying at | east one of the
buyer, the seller, or the shipper occurs essentially i nstant aneously. 20

I nteractive database 213 creates an |nv0|ce such as a nunbered |nv0|ce for

T L Y o o o o B Y .




30 enbodi rent of the present invention, paynent may be w thin about 24-48
hours fromcreation of the account receivable. O course, paynent nay be
faster or slower depending on the technol ogy available fo of
funds, for WP, The seller may reduce inventory, -15 50%?@?%%5043
begin order tracking, and the |ike. PCTII1S00/18456 The shi pper delivers

t he produatstep305 ftherbthy prospeetige memberl ddehuotainmagbess pgles adogmother mempenshiphi N a

2Dl 1o Rt Rl s Sy ef o W SRR AR SRR

del i ver ecsteid 305, thed tifPfrospettdd rhiniBRr iOndtified r(gewm;ﬂ) eaoxdeampmahbmbau&o fnay
exanpl e, a buyer nmay require shipnment of the prqoduct within 24 to 48 hours

fromthe 19@%‘ qoHertigg anannyal nembsrspig feedforg Hﬁrp%pﬁcw ragypler 8- &dhe buvst andipri he
requesd edthgggfe})n LLﬁg)atrr@agt yf@r%eéuw AR P YRS HRRGRHL gk ko shifpiE aand
conditions o h er's nenbersh 'p terns or some ot her SpECI? eof ans.
| n addi t i @mputnéo thuynew mrmbeh audonwheduling a tonmg/@watmqnnfcmfthq ¢usmEn/dew

d h f 0 o] d
oot 12 S0k R CREN00 Mo FLERL o P A, bR oo

| adi ng) . dskis@ndehwitlh eAAS af iriveitotySintnpli@t €:.g.f hﬁmmhllrp/[aﬁtbrynéﬁttyt Idaﬁ'nlolaemg

cl eari nghouse. The, clear| nPghouse notifies the ?‘g er' ? %g_&é to indic te t hat
the transB¥aesn viadile Srappier Fzotoeql @i F Jeseel, and/qq the IikE)s ang/ox fsther cusiqruzing, be
buyerie bgfkmi tl'iL-OldeEf ﬁﬂforts@l?er*e UNEfstry (d@@wkogpﬁmse bﬁ@sﬁpéntﬂfeob@&ﬁ{seicc&sftémds
dep05|t the funds 1n the shipper's financi institution’(e.g., in

buyer's cotgractiye éﬁftab%‘: 2 s e payty) max transagtshusinesstdyer e yeterngt 'ésrlllﬂjimeraﬁlve

i nformati e it ri ous
ar cenont Supats an TN Pt QR RH A0 Ry 4ok S FRhERARe B 211 00
host, t hergneacreumdiesnaver the Imrexdlet. i n real tine or alternatively within a
specifiedti I'ne. At this poin he er' sban notifi

cl eari nghouse tt#‘uéfﬁpeicﬁg’ E% igHe4: ac’f“&‘ﬁfg‘ftpr”ﬁags tfuélf’gss AV = ﬁh\“fey an‘fﬁée"er

cl ear inNgh@ingeinftidcBed 8atdtdace 318 MPREorBarick Wﬁﬂﬁdrﬁéxem@&l‘y Erﬂﬁdd&ﬂcﬁt%f&@ﬁre&ﬂynent
to at |least one of the seller, the shi and interactive dat se 213

in their iPspeRissheweoQhequsssthgmetiof gf e ‘é%%ﬁnsaz Pr impleented for Any, ¥peeht may
be withi Once
7t 6 act | B g T B e e
the payrreht adddicg, the preeelittisventien maw sippert tyudtipda bviessnsdlers) fizandial inetitnédrsy ant

inventory i.s 25.deleted fromthe ho nve |.e VI tra tions
not conpl EIVara]ilégﬁ’teh%mﬁ’?so%ééé’fl?séﬂh%’egl\lfvsetreged?'ﬁ%mobd er a%eé%‘li/lone Sepfr Plis
conpl B} ecsimpli@tybulnedddiiidy, £ibijer(odthtr peGPstayt i innslesdaint invleiptatralasions? 13 or
proceed wWith another transactign. Of cours . one ci‘rhgnore_ parti es nmay access
i nt er act | SBUEREONSL 53 longans Hhe Partys profe (Fr&vFrﬁg‘ s, ofhe Elégfré’"{‘?f‘of’eqt%)vant

i nf or mat i ;9 Rdeduh@IRESwAy 3D HliudtrdtioR VriCerfbdaxan Bl &ieYmARRORI FIEURDE rRaynid hod of
the present invention for 30 transacti ng busi ness between a buyer and a

sel | er. Omplssented in theecontextind @ by apthe selles imibe pryithable fgpd indusisy pickras theand/ or
vari ous %E‘%{’ ’lﬂgfe?oremn g s blic ngeex&%]%ﬁ%ﬁm%ﬁ vsﬁ{l%e BRLustdd IH%E rated

li
in order provi e one exenpl ary I ment one exenplary -16
WO 012303 0ebBtext of the seafood industry, but is not limited as such. The buyer and/or the seller access

interactive database 213 (step 401). By way of illustration, a web page 601 in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in
attempting to access interactive database 213 is illustrated in FIGURE 6. The buyer and/or seller
may be required to have predetermined access rights as discussed above in order to enter
30 interactive database 213 by way of using a user identification (I.D.) code, e.g., a user L.D.,

password, 1.D. number, etc.
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transaction between a buyer and a seller. PCT/US00/ 18456 Referring now to
FIGURE 11, a system 1l O1 illustrates an exenplary transaction between a
sel | er 1103, buyer 1105 using an interactive databas

accordance vﬁﬂ) an exenpl ary enbodi nent of the present |n\$/(e:ﬁ/tij|9@hlm&
course, the buyer and/or seller may be fromS5 various countries worldw de,
and addi t i ondhe yeller (o ertervinfornpation intwinterstie dniabased] 3. gl asrigventondingludiog her
parties/ I I Sr fhd: Q88 {SFSh of the
Fr ansact FappLFBrhdte, 9120 nllyS Heth, B SAHERRS: of b (BBl (e A RER bR, e
met hod stteplate sBahped), typkQs spafettds(elgmvsecmfzsrqanbyumplommng, qoﬁquaﬂattnr),rsalent 0

interacti,ve database 1107, where jnter ve dat abase rt of
an oxt 1 adBPTERPD {F Bpriee eyl FoenPEREL b PRrPa ol el 7 4T
subm tss 1Qd&tibRUYEIhe tsRllFURRDAGSIaRAhafle TBrfn Na0FRES avil AleElk E5faaEdeYe

dat abase 1107 (step 1122%.: Once buyer 1105 selects and confirms purchase of
one or mé@txﬁs«wzstegwtmm ygﬁe@mss gﬁomveh%wsathe@ rplse pskregyilationp relevantde aced

on hold). Gam® as
Feder al éstri%?{ §% o ;%ﬁr;l(?)td Zydﬁl%’ar ce %er Vi (I;beésa‘g‘t@l{ ﬂ?%iﬁgh@%fm ﬁlléﬁth
i ncl ude auctepants ﬁug#memm@.iﬂ@mpyys tatforaaldy, end the bk rIn dmwasbarddudﬂxifﬁmsa;aem ens

that associ,ate with.s 1 | S em 15 The nghous may

i ther adhh ottt iy iRy E el bns 454 Hs o e uts SRR A Tl e
cl earionghyisewdekOBerappanwas dliarties Qﬂﬁ@@édcé&@tcﬂhé Endimeusls chlgthgiffyrmidiop! aced
on buyer's 1105 funds in buyer's bank gqf a Mexi can bank, for exanple)
in step R8s chm&eéﬁwalﬂadsehgﬁo the uafrréﬁw.eﬁ@h & gay gy the axlier's SKkpumbens; o5
prospecti T (ﬁkﬂg t he

| ocked- Out?%x%\'r}é%{%?}?{d elr {ghgée?httgtg&%@&%ﬁ%{&o&rﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%&yla@xﬁﬁﬂay 209gel ecf.gy and/ or
pur chase upH&e/sipagé ¢erteinh fiasswont infoymatBel, lewels 4fl0@ss hxlptmgtshléer@ raodrgdt‘rs%ht\ma

shi pper uyer ,1105 (ste 112 a roducts)
(e.g., ag%e ({@6538&3{5 loca ons P P"(l)zre pé‘?%‘hsg %?‘% (r?{n{(%égtgo ﬁ’\?}er |°ﬁ a% 1¥2L26
Opt i drfal ligyvenirgamtifog bzc)us ancﬂzathﬂe aiké ot exabpidk Jtdd 303 mapbbalr rcohﬂitmmmylef,d from

buyer's ban xi co and directs bank 1 aynent to the seller
1103 in tsl"fé‘lﬁ?QF?‘Eylga‘EfB ?i/w‘(t}?t Ph@'T’i‘fetP%J‘ﬁeps “Ugmgnal |y, bank 1111 pays
interactive dbahasBavisy altly Me&h?mhxaaéﬁ&mmﬁmem; @irfpOAb&tsartihe
transaction (step 1128). System 1101 is alternatively illustrated in a

process foriganiagiugly psprice.prntty, frsioprirozep chagacieistespA hesealped pagkaging wpd/ar y
enmbodi e c rates
Var i ous: e shetSesBE RAEBN, fo Yl hep F:0C EP ualoR nbiydk B diclty chostil) T

vari dos aeliows Thobuyek aiay dlo seheet oretdronbrs pequcts;fmﬁhdeEpe]:ibs, (Bﬂnfﬁhu}mcel he

resent tion all ogws f bst anti al | al -t exchan .
Phf or mat | R BSERoBi kg g ekl st e SaRsohls] For @G Oy o be
i mpl enentgal biSinAkE BiesE tdi@trh ldr@icy, f‘anb@@dltdﬁ ;préuet dodd) Sreight) OIR, thriffs, dkes, buyer
and/ or sell er procurenment systens EMR% via the -17 WO 01103043
PCT/ US00/2n8/e5 Bansagtiop ke Fortamplcl] 7 ibpstratas grvvebimass TAldn ascsriapcesvitfeen
descri be%@%ﬁgﬁ:ﬁ"%&ﬁbd‘ixﬁ&ﬁ o8 BeLpr it ReRRRERAGE oty m%ngmwaeef % tybd of! I be

apprecli ated t e Sscope of I nvent | on is not solimted I OUS
nodi f35catseafned desited de.gle Siegnwated), ma}seb emundividuad seledtion . gowst@mhrpomemphe and

nmet hod ste s.. di cusse rei h u departi ro the spirit
and scope Ofthnﬁ éigﬁitf han apgur”?néf tﬁor%shrgd seafo 8. nacﬁR numpe?acilve @tab tab,

213 may have the capability of shipping to multiple FOB sntcs via different modes of

transportation, so that the buyer may select various drop shipping points. Also, the buyer may
rely on previously selected FOB sites, where interactive database 213 may re-count such
30 information.
Also, by way of illustration, a web page 801 in accordance with an exemplary

embodiment of the present invention that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in selecting
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WO 011 03043 PCT/ CTS00/ 18456 CLAIMS What is clainmed is: 1 1. A nethod for
transacti ng busi ness over a network between a buyer and a 2 seIIer '
conpr|5|ng.&§§Hﬁhﬁps of: 3 providing an interactive datab s%ﬁ l'ine

i nteractive ications; 4 allow ng access to the |nteract|ve at abase
and receiving information in 5 connection wWwth a transaction; 6 receiving a

request f one & e atecucts it idwwrateddn BIOWRE B. Web rremdftltidentifipg e Rer 8% Sam

wherein t est » r

't or mat e HEGH- bl iy Akt RE Kl O REPRINSRLAE BeBNEE

cl ear i nghonsheirfgahe lﬁodtpcprsmeaﬁa,ckagmg(elgn ﬁkzktéfroﬁee)aqudgh@ugm, Hlbdeqltaﬁtlt@]’mdeJ ects

the request. based gn.the 1 b@ﬁy qprof E}g l.east one of a

Shi pper, PHEE WL S xartple- <& foupse, et oy A R B SPoodFEREST e

requess; an@raeéd indheantdrtof thesdatya artusiel; B Q@H tarib i ifotmbticnTllistrateB e

clearlnghouse rejects the 14 request. 15 2. The met hod of ClalqﬁB further

conpri si ngergin waskkhe Qsﬁ%re@fortvwdsmeﬁ’gr ipflustrigs depengding o dhegvapinus needsfyeat

funds at {h aqwa%etrf RARK ckdin iRy reﬁl%am@nmmnmg hEGHIRE b incdhidRm H@Bé

rel easing at least a first portion of the buyer™s funds ffomthe er's

bank to adspishipping bomanwh@rb initeraetive datalase 21 dteras wndwide F@Bdnformamoamd

portion of the. bvﬁ%r from.t ebsu[:}i {)Ber financi a{msl nst t tion to the
0 S

sel | er vi Sougediop tg%?'ﬂ'ﬁér %CHWF £ Ve UtRlE LU QFaNONSYT | cast a

t hi r d1por kdlap codtorhdte hbviyeinulipfelbasigesy i@atidns| ﬁaatdum;eth@fméehﬁa;s&v doRffmed
financial _institutjon, the second shipper_financial institution, or a third
shi pper f inshdineproduptdfes. tf{ﬂﬂhéFFCt%’dttﬁésaF?ﬂ“efF%lE’tt & RPeEiied FRERY SSurTensy. fet hod of

claim2, wa%s:gtemoﬁ REFIRIRDY firiel MB5raiddGhdRScHRiVHI& Mppie, hids¢ one of the

buyer's bank he shi pper financial institution, the second shi pper
fi nanci al inforggtion in@cerdmreWh PCTXUSY emhaBmeriof thegresem invsntiathdor hi r d

hi f t u .4.. The
ot hod of SRR, b bl o disp A fle Rl S0 picladthy, GRAIRT g Dbty Sl S22,
one ofi5t hpomdy,@npe pdtqaom&l Ifrelght mrrcetphepound eotalqiricese tatdkd sab as e, sinppgxhgati ng in
diff t. t, d of rising the ste
of 1t I HBLR Seimet AR n. it aoe el PR e AR OO an

extranet. u@emﬁh&qmmed()Mteﬁiaﬁva?Bed@ﬁ)@reeuspehhuﬁg sh &2 iffusttPiddiotiuidfont | east
one of a shi Eper t he buyer the seller, if the clearinghouse accepts
C

the T equestichgwerive daiabiss Phsimplemensd.t Apicselipdn gfer to further provide a

secure environment, interactive database 213 may require confirmation of the buyer’s personal

20  identification (I.D.) number, for example.

In step 407, once the buyer confirms the selection (i.e., buys the product), then
interactive database 213 confirms the purchase by placing a hold on the product in accordance
with the information confirmed in step 405 above. Placing a hold on the product/inventory
removes it from the inventory available for sale. By way of illustration, in FIGURE 10, an

25  exemplary web page 1001 illustrates inventory that has been updated to reflect the buyer's
confirmed choice for purchase in FIGURE 9. In this way, the inventory placed on hold
reflects the confirmed choice made in the exemplary web page in FIGURE 9. At this point,
interactive database 213 transmits the order information to a clearinghouse. The order
information may include the buyer, species purchased, quantity, price, packaging, destination

30 of order, and/or the seller, among other information. In addition, in step 407, the
clearinghouse transmits information to at least one of the buyer’s bank, the buyer, and the

seller. For example, the buyer’s bank may be in the buyer’s country of origin, where the bank
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speci fying pickup and delivery terns for the shipper; notifying the buyer
of the approval of the request and specifying the purchase terns;

deliveringuajelloS@ast one of a good or a service to the buyph,ug@m;s@tl ng a
delivery conf| rmati on and sendi ng the delivery confi rrratl on to the

cl eari nghouse;, and collectin ment_ froma finap i.nstitution, and
di stri but FFd‘Slﬂfféméf y {gnﬁtsdgqc "Eég 4 vifies E}FT(“H%‘E% Wﬁ’é‘f ?rF‘?}éch&?%{B%é and
the sel | gfith the bl s FRleR Oﬁhé)éuyﬁﬂ A §elle¥\4?1%§ ?écE'va horsdaBbn Rlcglel f i ng at

| east one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller occurs substantially
real -ti rre:pnﬂﬂwtlna(mm@tleetrcmlcrmml) fudnethe |cteanmogseeperdfngaxrdmslﬁpngatmohe

I nteractive.dat abase i.ncl u h ess .| 9. The
met hod of P& ‘esr ?Haé‘?g' récreéPac %g §1¥1 Q%an Ign\%L ﬁ%fﬂ age Brmenec e%%%:% S rights

i ncl udes date),|amasie likee of collecting an annual fee fromat |east one of the

buyer and the _seller, obtainin east ope password, or preparing a user
account. -20 Th l@il%@‘&%ﬁ%%ﬂi%ﬁ?/n%@%ﬁ entRyn GaRneeiProwith thei m 1

wher ei n tﬁﬁ?er"@&ﬂ&iﬁaﬁx@ﬁosﬁd%&@ Hfifradtive dBabRBWEER th@rhtWaétWetdlﬂﬁba%% Pled,
I ndustry 1. The nethod of claim1, wherein the step of submttlng a

request fhokd en the ouraetoryi listaduelthe byt ardar m‘gem409éqlmethlts wapr theprodngimt  of

seaf ood. c%gnec;li_gr?wméh%?ogy stocf%ieq'wrﬂl ﬁot BML%?%EE t?:pgal %e?gé}ie?@ agt‘%[ aRlazfﬁ I's

i npl ement’ed USI ng anguages countr
met hold ofa detemininafion istneade amtotdcletﬁwghe rbhﬁerrsrcm‘dutlleapmmdedm 4it1).| Blestarione Of

credit inf I‘ITB.tI syste Jnformation, s reference

I or mrat | BRI AEB RS Ees B PRy Ll SR PRRa Ry e RaT ipect | on
i nf or mat i@ outrsfaadlﬁgaédo&n 1§sﬁés”ﬁ:cé\%g%l‘w&1ér@%d i lkeP Fy@&Ampleye. 14. A
met hod for transacti ng‘ busi ness over a network between a buyer and a

sel | er, cisieppingtionyegareing thadmyerts gseditaney brgmade via ehigrer financighinstyasen.f or
on-line 'éE.,eJ k! X§ seMEY @l’liﬁﬁetr 'idAkRsial institution may notify the clearinghouse that the

15  buyer’s credit is approved (step 413). For example, the various notifications could be via
electronic mail, fax, telephone, other electronic methods, mail, or the like. In addition,
notification may include information regarding the product sold, the amount of the product
(e.g., number of pounds of seafood), price of the product, the date and time of the sale, the
projected ship date, and the like. If the buyer’s credit is approved, then the clearinghouse

20  directs the shipper financial institution (e.g., bank) to place a hold on the buyer’s account (e.g.,
funds) in accordance with the buyer’s order. As such, placing a hold on the buyer’s account
and/or funds reduces liability and other complications for the parties awaiting payment (e.g.,
the seller, the shipper, and/or interactive database 213), because the funds may be guaranteed
by the financial institution (e.g., an insured bank). Moreover, the shipper financial institution

25  may be one or more national and/or international banks that may expedite transfer of funds, so
that the complexities of using international currency may be addressed by using interactive
database 213. On the other hand, if the buyer’s credit is not approved, then the hold placed on
the inventory and/or the buyer’s account (e.g., funds, credit, etc.) is released so that other
buyers may request the released inventory (step 415). In addition, the buyer may resume

30  searching interactive database 213 in order to attempt another transaction.

The method of FIGURE 4 continues in FIGURE S further illustrating the method for

transacting business between the buyer and the seller using interactive database 213 in

-14-



receiving information for the interactive database in connection with a
transaction; receiving a request for a product in connection with the'
recei ved i R{@bfi@h430N, Wherein the request for the product péppkevigiss t he
requested product information; routing information in connection with the
request to a.clearinghouse for . approyv wherei n t.he ¢l eari nghoyse accepts
or rej ect¥eqrfance @’dthé’gfx%‘gg% e&qo&ﬁﬁnbﬁlﬂerprgseﬂ?lmef"lttlg?' %W’f‘?ﬁ o tﬁ? | east one
of a shi pRgEr’s &bt BUYRbvedaRshhhttBe Sedringhoust {s dolifled na@pisghpeisiearaptoRes t he
request; and rel easing the requested praoduct .information if the

cl ear i ngHstidies ftdpasicans of Fie buggjuelier, shipper, intexpgsivsatided | herd tsonsregtastr 15,
The met hqﬂ%gp: 6f B a%plo%ed by Qfder mmmaawgtegtslbﬁ St collE rBlifyifat $4aEPS OF :

pl aci ng a d on the buyer's funds at the buyer’ I n"connection with

t he r équeskee therbipernthe sadler, or theshippergnaytaliodnslvdesspédifying pickup iandhdelivetyne
buyer's funds om.the buyer!

rel easi ngte%RS ff)]:%@g tSh’BP% éec%h%r O%Lgc}’t% ?@eﬁ’%ﬁ d‘t%%SZB f't%’gg@ﬁg %hfeﬁﬁ g,'@'ﬂg iﬁ?‘%%cg’uatglhﬁg;per
fi nanci al address aridudridesp shipniehepdisk,|aqd theilike R codlimitg ikdhpgaemsi foede bayer
institution; and releasing at least, a third portion of the buyer's funds
via at | eandfor geler @Fg-»tﬂ*i%d%ﬁ FoRbaroipstedshinmant date ey anddietifitingthe gisperdorden pper
o e L P g e R
furt h) itreckpaties fop pisisealiand/onland @astFederel Erxpraskitt aprligrddnited Banekl, Serviee™hsopper
et o R Ay 8 R, A PRBPRRBE gL ey
may provide CIF to help insure a quality product to the buyer. At the same time, shipping via
CIF reduces liability and other complications for the other parties (e.g., the seller, interactive
database host, etc.), such that most defects with respect to the shipment will be covered by
15  insurance. Step 517 may also include interactive database 213 confirming the transaction and
confirming the hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank, and further notifying the buyer,
seller, and/or shipper of the projected delivery terms (e.g., product, cost, delivery date, etc.).
In one embodiment of the present invention, notifying at least one of the buyer, the seller, or
the shipper occurs essentially instantaneously.
20 Interactive database 213 creates an invoice, such as a numbered invoice for a
transaction fee, and the seller creates an internal accounting of the transaction (e.g., record,
bill of material, such as species, weight, and/or packaging) and prepares the product for
shipment (e.g., in accordance with interactive database’s 213 specifications and materials
packaging) in step 519. Once the product is ready for delivery, the inspector for CIF is
25  notified of the upcoming inspection and/or projected shipment date and inspects the shipment
(step 521). In addition, the shipper creates a bill of lading, the material is picked-up for
delivery to the buyer, and the seller creates an internal accounting (e.g., accounts receivable).
By way of illustration, in the past, delivery of payment may have been within 30-120 days
from creation of an account receivable, whereas, in accordance with an exemplary
30 embodiment of the present invention, payment may be within about 24-48 hours from creation
of the account receivable. Of course, payment may be faster or slower depending on the

technology available for transfer of funds, for example. The seller may reduce inventory,
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17. The method of claim 14, further conprising the step of limting access
to the on-line interactive comunications via an extranet. 18. The nethod
of claim 1wooaesei n the step of notifying at | east one oPCHUSHIf456r, t he
buyer, and the seller, if the clearinghouse accepts the request, conprises
at least fsi.Speci fying pickup and delivery ternms for the
shi pper; @ﬁr%‘g&t"ﬁé g]E(ﬁygrhk(e)f t he approval of the request and specifying
t he purchase tThe Blnppcnidélmc&rthelgrodmtlteﬂstbumée of ccwldgbﬂm nqultiple dep\poies)t 0 t he

buyer; gener ratin deliv confi.r on, an ng t.he d I ver

cont1 1 et PeFina BRIt G 2+ R0D) PaPRg. RopyHE R e B Lend

financi al cohdigbhd dfthehyerddelesdbsrbiip Bisink,ABe Sro@ucPR)IREVEred Withing spétifRidamhd ve

dat abase and the seller. -22 WO 011'03043 PCT/ US00/ 18456 1 The net hod of
cl ai m314, toscreieried destingiiont Ferexamplss ARYYeH ay Fravirp shipwged theProdveowiin on
are uDdatﬁﬂo 4R h&'ﬂ'p fbAthd @k Yhe' diddr viab H%cedZQ)f coiie {H%%E&G’f i tirfrd a4, Wherein
the step of providing an interactive database for l'ine Interactive
communi caequestsd destihatbe sngyradefoe :zrdlrbeﬁerajcmdmg longllrﬂttsmnszalld cimhtlcmtoﬁt}d of

claim 14, wherein, t uest for. a onnectjon w

eaf ood | HTor oAb LERFRmeRlne? gl Pyt 1 PBEPRSTY bE% b ke® o
t ransact i migre Higione $&ia6YE bf @m8 eid\@¥skinddioh vmemd@ebwg bn Gie@Ex@nSltheBuyer’s
conprising the steps of: receiving infornation | n connectign with a

transktt | laﬁmeffsee@s\/ m&l%pql’étqﬁ’éwqrawécwb@a rodpst (&:8nmpige thedill of lﬁchns)he
recei ved hiHeQid®inkRBon [sY gP:ge sﬂfpp'ﬁtdoﬁﬂeé tRe QORNERSULNTHE LibarinbBorseduest to

a cl earinghouse for approv ere the cl earinghouse accepts or rejects
t he requestifibatheuyen’s birk to indicate that the transaction is complete (step 525). As discussed

above, once the buyer’s bank is notified, the buyer’s bank may release the buyer’s funds,
deposit the funds in the shipper’s financial institution (e.g., in the buyer’s country of

15 residence), and restore the buyer’s credit information. For example, depending on the terms
and conditions of various agreements between the financial institution and the interactive
database host, the payments may be made in real time or alternatively within a specified
timeline. At this point, the buyer’s bank notifies the clearinghouse that the funds transfer is
complete.

20 Finally, the clearinghouse directs the shipper’s financial institution to send payment to
at least one of the seller, the shipper, and interactive database 213, in their respective countries
of origin (step 527). Once again payment may be within about 24-48 hours from creation of
the account receivable. Once interactive database 213 receives payment, interactive database
processes the payment (e.g., credits the invoice/transaction fee) and the relevant inventory is

25  deleted from the hold inventory leaving only transactions not completed. Once the transaction
between the buyer and the seller is completed, the buyer may either exit access to interactive
database 213 or proceed with another transaction. Of course, one or more parties may access
interactive database 213 at any time having real-time access to relevant information.
FIGURES 4 and 5 provide an exemplary embodiment of a method of the present invention for

30 transacting business between a buyer and a seller. Of course, the method may involve
multiple buyers, sellers, and/or various other parties. In addition, the various steps are not

illustrated in order, but rather provide one exemplary embodiment of one exemplary
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buyer's profile; notifying at |east one of a shipper, the buyer, and the
seller, if the clearinghouse accepts the request; and, releasing at |east a

first portw],lfa§04§ he buyer's funds fromthe buyer's bank PErnGs0bAdaBP e’
financial institution. 23. The met hod of claim 22, further conprising at

| east one of fhe st?ef%s of : aC|1F°?r a hold on the buyer s funds at the
buyer' s BERIECHON REBRFFOA HUNE e requested information; instructing the

shi pper fi nak@feﬁimglmtbmm 111 o} sryalaﬁas@l st 283 %h cﬁenﬁﬁ&?&%s%foh'b@ﬂve@xfn the
buyer's fiends fromthe ship financial institution to the seller via a

second sHi ssBerr K03 randca huyer riég 7 vging on interaetivecdatabssen il Ot in| asgerdange trithy @ln
portion %&exﬁ{l&rﬁgﬂ%%mﬁ ré/skxﬂ#xﬁlenﬁ&,aﬁfceﬁfée e btuP& aﬁ&ygfs%ﬁér r&d

institution e secon I nanci al 1 nstitut |pper -

23 5V\Dv@ﬂ¢tﬁ3ﬁwﬁﬁnﬁw¢rl@6@d Mlti‘ondlyntheml mayntset dne 0t imore Hugers, rselletrs;taedjact ive

dat abase. m 23, wh t he t hod f i ncl udes

ot ovi di ng et PREESERIBiS ToPNeA dn g tombaps. | RitSnT ARl ot i drggeelon

i nstit ut ivefveeh Bles ENBNAd DRYRNS05 drt NABEAtSd inl VaSbhd Héthedsted Sell& 11103 pekishi pper

financial institution Ol‘ltgl nating in different countries. 25. The method of
R

cl ai m 23,invgRerebyinpHiingdnfRmeation inte dteraqive daiebasp 47, avhsty interaciusdatahaes of the
b t
uyer, t H?oﬁxgk&g ta.{glbygxah?t(ﬁ £ak }é% &géﬁtgﬁ%vwﬁ leP 2105 @Qeahyarﬁ' stérﬁﬁsfen

countries a|m rising the ste
| i mi tli0ng aaemest o lbtucltakﬂaor@rmr hioreeprodutte viadnteraeive database EHXi(ders 12208 Oare lmy’crr anet .

27. The g?{)?n ijecgf (S; éo%ﬁnnsz urchf rotfhl%a or%? rrltofli &gthggp ?’tec? Bnggnt%y?sclk%keg OUt the

request e or Hat ohnectron w
t ransact i(ing, facetd I’ibﬂSlﬁ)ld).V er shippeel 108r dysthra t(eve e an mthuycmnalauhd)par, swdhl 8 rF,ederal

conprisi r]lg( ;[egs%“ S[th?i%% P%rc:el Service™ , and/or the like) may include a clearinghouse 1109 system
and/or one or more bank 1111 systems that associate with shipper 1108 system.

15 The clearinghouse 1109 may either approve or reject buyer’s 1105 prospective purchase
(step 1123). If clearinghouse 1109 approves the prospective purchase, a hold may be placed on
buyer’s 1105 funds in buyer’s bank (e.g., a Mexican bank, for example) in step 1124.
Alternatively, if clearinghouse 1109 rejects buyer’s 1105 prospective purchase, then the locked-
out inventory is released. Once the locked-out inventory is released, other buyers/parties may

20 select and/or purchase the specified inventory. Seller 1103 ships the product(s) via shipper 1108
to buyer 1105 (step 1125). Buyer 1105 accepts the product(s) (e.g., accepts the delivery and/or
signs for the delivery) in step 1126. Optionally, clearinghouse 1109 directs bank 1113 to obtain
the money from buyer’s bank in Mexico and directs bank 1115 to make payment to the seller
1103 in the seller’s country of origin (e.g., USA). Finally, bank 1111 pays interactive database

25 1107 and shipper 1108 in order to complete the transaction (step 1128)., System 1101 is
alternatively illustrated in a process flow diagram 1201 in FIGURE 12 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Process flow diagram 1201 illustrates various
parties on the x-axis and time/sequence on the y-axis, where the various arrows correlate to the
method steps of FIGURE 11.

30 Thus, the present invention allows for substantially real-time exchange of information
between parties. Of course, the present invention may also be implemented using existing

bulletin boards, auctions, known multiple buyer and/or seller procurement systems (e.g., via the
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accessing an interactive database for on-line interactive conmunications,
wher ei n the interactive dat abase includes information in connection with a
transacti og, mﬂ Mptting a request for a product in connectéﬂﬂthgQ6the
|nfornat|on erein the request for the product |ocks out request ed

information and the information in connecglon wth the request is routed to
a cl eari MYFBER.A0A fhe laﬁspr%tbavswag syewipnihag bepmdeporibed hesein with referanse tothpg

payment f, enhétedrmg!ﬁggre% »tlttaote g,lsretxst@&th QREscOfe 8¢ REinPAEbR i d3EsPfEa, and
t he seIIe are noti earlng ouse accepts the request; and
rej ect i ngVarioes ma«yiﬁeattonsmﬂmhmemandompmmammfpmmgcmmpdnéntsdmelrmdtl&airstepghouse

rejects the regquest so. tha Bg roduct informati.on j.s rel eased.
L oS R e i al GHHARE o RO bnd PR iRfnlih pEeES over
a net dor Korieinweedppended¥Rimand a sel l er, conprising the steps of: accessing
an interactive database for on-line interactive communi cations, wherein the
i nteractive database includes information in connection with a transacti on;
submitting a request for a product in connection with the information, and
the information in connection with the request is routed to a cl eari nghouse
for approval based on the buyer's profile; authorizing paynment for the
product so that at |east one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller are
notified, if the clearinghouse accepts the request; releasing at |east a
first portion of the buyer's funds fromthe buyer's bank to a shi pper
financial institution; and
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rej ecting the paynment in connection with the product, if the clearinghouse
rej ects the request, so that the requested product information iIs

rel eased. met hod of claim 29, further conprising ne of
the steps g\?qm&lf}@gi ng a hold on the buyer's funds at the gg{//gsﬁégﬁgnk in
connection with the requested information; releasing at |east a second
portion of the buyer's funds fromthe shipper financial institution to the
seller via a second shi pper financi al ini:éi@ti on; and releasing at |east a
third portion of the buyer's funds via a one of the shipper

financi al i nstwhattis 8llimetii@ second shi pper financial institution, or a third
shi pper financial institution to the jnteractive database, 31. The nethod
of claim3d, whereidmethad fastrapacng RUsBESSOYE] A RFEYOTK beficen mBUYSr andehist one of

the buyer's b i ipanci al institution, the second shi pper
financi al ?nsta%ait?ﬁt%%rgg?%ﬁ%ep%ﬁ?rd shi pper financial institution

originating in diffpeoviding ainteraciiesdatatase for WRiNiINGERY B ROTNUBCAILIBA456 32.

The nethod of claim3 0, wherein t t further. i ncludes. pr.ovi di t
[ gast one df the. bayerinepRECUE Rk it ACri il SRR or [ i et ng

in differemt cRUMdctibe®ithd&anshbeniret hod of claim 29, further conprising the
step of limting access to the on-line interactive conmuni catjons via an
extranet. $4. The Feeig eaueptons prgdugt in ¢anasction Wik ths Inpptied anformatiops

I'ocki ng out; t hendr8AHRIEREst QAR EbAMR IRKIBRIt iR ted Rste@H38E: i@BmMrbh. t he
product. 35. A nethod for transacting business over a network between a

buyer and & sel | er reingdnfamnation v eoon¢otion tathahsarsquestde a sleatingheuserdforer act i ve.
CoMMuNI Calt NSy EOMPL} ST, i SLERS: SleepiEQTBMEL 63436k Yhic oh e 1 N er act i ve

dat abase and AgIng 1 nfornma
10 buyer’s profile;

11 notifying at least one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the

12 clearinghouse accepts the request; and

13 releasing the requested product information if the clearinghouse rejects the
14 request.
15

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising at least one of the steps of:

placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested information;

releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyer’s bank to a
shipper financial institution;

releasing at least a second portion of the buyer’s funds from the shipper
financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financial institution; and

releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the
shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper

financial institution ta the interactive database.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the method further includes providing at least

one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial

-19-



connection wth a transaction; comunicating with a cl earinghouse for
routing information in connection with a buyer's request, wherein the

cl eari nghowsxoiaseiept s or rejects the request based on t hePED{8I0/18456r of i | €;
receiving notification fromthe clearinghouse, if the clearinghouse accepts
the request; placing a hold on the buyer's funds at the buyer's bank in
connection with the requested product information; releasing at |east a
first portion iaftithfieh, brhe thisl shippehisfidfancinh ihhizutlon\ogiginatifpinldiffeem cotithger
financial institution; releasing at |east a second portion of the buyer's
funds fromthe shipper financial institution to the seller via a second

shi pper financjal iiRthdihld SFRiaidRPIWhGERIR ASnG ﬁhﬁ&%ﬁcl@dc%'ﬁ%&?di AtlidQn of

the buyer's funds via at | east one of the shipper financia nstitution,

t he second shi Qe tieibyserc thgiseliengiritheiniersativeslatahaselvrigihating pplfferentnanci al
institution to %nggpteractive dat abase. -26 WO 01/ 03043 PCTNS00/ 18456 3
C

6. The method O} aim3 5, wherein the nethod further includes providing

at | east one of the buyer's bank, the shipper financial institution, the
second shipper_finagpcial institution, or the third shipper financjal
institution origi ngﬂleﬁﬁe‘li‘?‘iln‘giciafrﬁrle TSORPHPIRS the §t2p O*?hg‘%}?&aﬁﬁfds B’ftl“’cl ai m 3~,
wherein the mesfipgk ihidfdched cdnitpldick@sndViox SiiRgetat | east one of the buyer,
the seller, or the interactive database originating in different countries.

-27 .AY.As. A A . A AIN9. As. As. A. As. Al . AY. A(. Al';

S.AY A A3( . AE. A3 AN AN elafin A, IndveiftiR SpTA RSz 2t feadt bRE B MkGppdr,
the buyer, and the seller, if the clearinghouse accepts the request, comprises at least
one of the steps of:

specifying pickup and delivery terms for the shipper;

notifying the buyer of the approval of the request and specifying the purchase
terms;

delivering at least one of a good or a service to the buyer;

generating a delivery confirmation and sending the delivery confirmation to
the clearinghouse; and

collecting a payment from a financial institution, and distributing the payment

to at least one of the interactive database and the seller.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of notifying at least one of a shipper,

the buyer, and the seller occurs substantially real-time.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of accessing the interactive database

includes having predetermined access rights.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the step of having predetermined access rights
includes at least one of collecting an annual fee from at least one of the buyer and the

seller, obtaining at least one password, or preparing a user account.
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wherein the request for the product locks out the requested product information;

routing information in connection with the request to a clearinghouse for
approval, wherein the clearinghouse accepts or rejects the request based on the
buyer’s profile;

notifying at least one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the
clearinghouse accepts the request; and

releasing the requested product information if the clearinghouse rejects the

request.
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16. The method of claim 15, wherein the method further includes providing at
least one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper
financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution originating in different

countries.

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of limiting access to the

on-line interactive communications via an extranet.

18. The method of claim 14, wherein the step of notifying at least one of a shipper,
the buyer, and the seller, if the clearinghouse accepts the request, comprises at least
one of the steps of:

specifying pickup and delivery terms for the shipper;

notifying the buyer of the approval of the request and specifying the purchase
terms;

delivering at least one of a good or a service to the buyer;

generating a delivery confirmation and sending the delivery confirmation to
the clearinghouse; and

collecting a payment from a financial institution, and distributing the payment

10 the interactive database and the seller.
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with the seafood industry.

22. A method for operating an interactive database for transacting business over a
network between a buyer and a seller, comprising the steps of:

receiving information in connection with a transaction;

receiving a request for a product in connection with the received information;

routing information in connection with the request to a clearinghouse for
approval, wherein the clearinghouse accepts or rejects the request based on the
buyer’s profile;

notifying at least one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the
clearinghouse accepts the request; and,

releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyer’s bank to a

shipper financial institution.

23.  The method of claim 22, further comprising at least one of the steps of:

placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested information;

instructing the shipper financial institution to release at least a second portion
of the buyer’s funds from the shipper financial institution to the seller via a second
shipper financial institution; and

releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the

shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper
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financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution originating in different

countries.

25.  The method of claim 23, wherein the method further includes providing at
least one of the buyer, the seller, or the interactive database originating in different

countries.

26.  The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of limiting access to the

on-line interactive communications via an extranet.

27,  The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of locking out the

requested information in connection with the product.

28. A method for transacting business over a network between a buyer and a
seller, comprising the steps of:

accessing an interactive database for on-line interactive communications,
wherein the interactive database includes information in connection with a
transaction;

submitting a request for a product in connection with the information, wherein
the request for the product locks out the requested information and the information in
connection with the request is routed to a clearinghouse for approval based on the
buyer’s profile;

authorizing payment for the product so that at least one of a shipper, the buyer,
and the seller are notified, if the clearinghouse accepts the request; and

rejecting the payment in connection with the product, if the clearinghouse

rejects the request so that the requested product information is released.
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shipper financial institution; and
rejecting the payment in connection with the product, if the clearinghouse

rejects the request, so that the requested product information is released.

30.  The method of claim 29, further comprising at least one of the steps of:
placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested information;
releasing at least a second portion of the buyer’s funds from the shipper
financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financial institution; and
releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the
shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper

financial institution to the interactive database.

31.  The method of claim 30, wherein the method further includes providing at
least one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper
financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution originating in different

countries.

-25-



10 10
108109& () - '59109%& () - 3109%& ()-"*WIEbC5! ! 9sS109%& () - 9g10%& ()-9 - 109& ()- 9L
S109&' () - IWOIHB30) - & S10%&' () - yaNdEDbCS5! | 9F( 10%& () - 9&g 1 CRGI/YS00/18456

V0% ()- 9" MLOY& () - z&S10%& () - y&10%&' () - S?LdELbC5! 1 91

109&' ()-010%& ()-9.z10%& ()-9, 10%& ()-9l +: 109%& ()-) 10%& () - - 2345APbC5! ! | 10%
& ()-F10%& ()- 10 10

107109 () - 94G20Y&ThY meBibdYEE16)n FWhEIRGEME &EMRE f{hed MOIRAES) préa i R () - &
109&' () - L10%&. (

r/{d Ef)%:S! - 109 f@)S‘(‘)“%? Q‘f&%‘“ (e $eRy of fhesRip TSRy dptabseriginating in different

109& () - { d{ dERGHI&LOYE () - YORL109& () - #109%& () - F' 109& ()- &

109%& ()-109& ()-i dEbCS! ! 3109%& () - 1f 109%& () -. 109%& () - +10%& ()-* 10%& ()- (- 10
o&' ()-#qbCs! ! L10%&' () - LT109%& ()-! 109%& () - F&ZlO%&' ()- 10 10

L0irte QLS O A i) -0

109%&' () - s10%&'of)lint jr8etEd3®B lcbmivibiORastiqny via an exG84&t.() - ) 109&' () - L(

10%&' ()-y&L0%&' ()-LY%0%&' ()-99I grstdYNC5!! 10 10

107109%&' ()-L310%& ()-LI 110%& ()-/ @O0%&' ()-LF. 10%&' ()-t|dEYNC5! !

S109Z& () - @QLO%A& ( Xhe MY & ()il B Flifhef Jomprizikg YeeSstdp) of FlR i Ssut dhe | NI dEYNCS! !
S10%Z&' () - @O%Z& ()- sl0%Z& ()-10%Z6& ().- !'zl10%& {)) 8109%Z& ()- Normal"
"Headi ng 13] cTeauegtzpraduc Miermatippinfoppection with thapsefiuply’ 43] ¢ " Headi ng 53] ¢
"Headi ng 63]c" "Heading 73]c" "Heading 83]c" "Heading 93]c"A "Default

Par agr aph Font &1=CGKS"j u4P4sN "$&(*, XFyWL

{ NY?xC#! 3&9) , (334V\#@E€b¢@/&gvtrm'}snwkfg>bp@esy@V@&II{etwlgbfttN&'ﬁi nmyeNew a seller

RomanAri al Cour 1%& an m\{\éractl%gﬁ}ntabasé Fof V\g hgxg?n%lrg&lvg @ommumcatlons, comprising the

steps of:

communicating with the interactive database and exchanging information in
connection with a transaction;

communicating with a clearinghouse for routing information in connection
with a buyer’s request, wherein the clearinghouse accepts or rejects the request based
on the buyer’s profile;

receiving notification from the clearinghouse, if the clearinghouse accepts the
request;

placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested product information;

releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyer’s bank to a
shipper financial institution;

releasing at least a second portion of the buyer’s funds from the shipper
financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financial institution; and

releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the
shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper

financial institution to the interactive database.
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36.  The method of claim 35, wherein the method further includes providing at
least one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper
financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution originating in different

countries.

37. The method of claim 35, wherein the method further includes providing at
least one of the buyer, the seller, or the interactive database originating in different

countries,
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