
(57) Abstract: Document classification apparatus is disclosed comprising
feature extraction means (20) for extracting a plurality of features from a
document and a classifier (30) operable to process the document in a
knowledge acquisition mode in which in- formation for classification is
acquired from the features of the document and added incrementally to a
knowledge base (105) and in a document classification mode in which the
classifier (30), using the knowledge base, determines from the features a
predicted ) classification for the document, the classifier (20) being
switchable between the modes under user control. The apparatus is further
operable to perform rule insertion in the knowledge acquisition mode in
which a number of features are input by a user to the clas- sifier together
with a classification with which the features are associated.    


