A head suyspegspop (20) for maintaining a gap between a read-wite head (30)
.and a data storage di sk (10) conprises a heater (190) for heating gas in
t he gap; and a sensor (90-140) for 5 genzLating an output indicative of the
t hi ckness of the gap. The sensor (190) geherates the output in
dependence on thermal conductance across the gap.

Abstract

A head suspension (20) for maintaining a gap between a read-write head (30) and a data storage
disk (10) comprises a heater (190) for heating gas in the gap; and a sensor (90-140) for
5 generating an output indicative of the thickness of the gap. The sensor (190) generates the

output in dependence on thermal conductance across the gap.
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