
METHOD OF AUTHENTICATING A CONSUMABLE    Abstract  A method of generating
an authentication code for a consumable used in an imaging  device includes
the steps of assigning an identification number to said consumable,
processing an input including at least said identification number, using a
first algorithm,  to generate a preliminary number different from said
identification number and  compressing said preliminary number using a
compression algorithm that utilizes said  identification number to generate
an authentication value for use in authenticating said  consumable.  Figure
4A  


