The duration of speech varies according to the characteristics of
pronounced speech and pronounci ng habit of the speaker. In the speech
duration processing nmethod and apparatus of this invention, a |arge anount
of natural speech was anal yzed, and the follow ng was known: Speech
duration of nonosyllables will vary acc8tding to factors, such as phonenes,
tones, phrase construction, locations in the phrases, locations in the
sentence, and front and rear connected phonenes, etc. of the syll ables.
Through the use of these varying factors, a "speech duration paraneter

storage_portion" for speechpdtraidProparagebeseLosSURRISt ruct ed. By
retrieving the speech duration paranmeters and conbining the sane with the

basi ¢ speech duration of a syllable during syllable speech duration

cal cul ati on, igpEpEReasORATION WROEESITHGIMETHOD ANE ARPARATISHRORe can
be accurately decided. As recognized fromexperinmental results, a

t ext - t o- speecCHINRSEN DEKAg TOTSRARGRE hSVELEM on processing apparat us of
this invention can synthesize speech with natural speech duration.
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