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aforesajd objections in a relatively simple: 
and praCtical manner. -· . 
Otb~· objects and various ·novel construc­

tional features of the improved machine will 
be more readily .apparent -from the folloWing 
detailed description. 

Apparatus in . accordance with the present 
invention includes A stationary ·· feed · Chute· 
carrying a rotatable cutting head fitted with· 
a sleevC-:like · knife, a series of spring 
infl.uenc~d-. guide· fingers located in advance 5' 
Of but adjacent to said sleeve>-like knife, an 
endless conveyor for feeding pineapples 
lengthwise through - said sleeve-like knife so 
as to cut a substantially cylindrical slug therC.. 
from, a· stationary knife located at one side of 60 
said cutting head, . and extending substantially 
lengthwise thereof for splitting ·the skin of 
each pineapple as it is fed. through the sleeve- · 
like knife, pneumatic feeding. means dis­
charging through said. guide fingers for assist- 6J 
ing the forward movement of -~ch pineapple 
through said cutting head, a part circular 
skin flattener. for breaking the back ·of each 
split cylindrical pineapple skin whilst it is· 
still upon said rotary cutting head and' 7~ 
in engagement with said stationary knife, 
means for ·rotating said skin flattener in . 
synchronism with the movement of said c01;1-
veyor in such a manner that the working 
face of _the part circular skin flattener is out 75 
of engag~ent with _each pineapple as it is 
pushed f'Mwiird by said conveyor through 
said sleeve-like knife, the skin of each pine­
apple _ being engaged by the skin· flattener 
only after the cutting of said slug has been _ 80 
completed and a discharge chute for the 
flattened skins located adjacent to said· 
stationary knife for the purpose specified; 

But in order that this invention may be· 
better understood reference will now be made· BS 
to the accompanying sheets of drawings which 
are to be taken as part of this specification · 
and read. beJ;ewitb ;-

( 
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Figure 1. is a perspective vi~ of a pin~ Strip the skin which has been cut lengthwise, ~. ~.'.· 
apple peeling and coring machine in accord- from the slug in a known manner. · · . ·· ·. · . . . 

_, .. ance. With the present invention; A power driven conveyor 9 ~ ·adapted.:tt>, 
Figiµ:~ 2 is a lo.1,1gitudinal section :on ~ feed p,ineapples forcibly through ythe rotating :_ 

' enlarged scale shoW:ing a rotatable cutting knife and whilst so doing the skins are $plif .70 
head and associated pineapple feeding means lengthwise by a stationary . knife 10 • located . · 
and the skin feeder for stripping the cut at one side of the cutting head and extending · . 
skins from the cutting· head; · · · ·· · ·· · leri.gthwise thereof;. · · .. . . . · . · .· · 

Figure 3 is an end view of . the cutting · In ~rder to ~gn the p~eapple ~Y W!th 
.
10 

head and the skin feeder taken on the line the circular knife the pm:eapple IS carried · 75 
ID-III of Figure 2; through a series of guide fingers · 11 l~ted 

Figure 4 is a cross-section taken on the immediateiy ~ ~dvanc;e of th~. sl~v~·like knife. . . . ' 
line IV-IV of Figure 2; and which are arrariged for example in four 

Figure 5 is . a longitudinal section on an rows in diametrically.· opposed pairs · around· · · ·· · · 

19 
enlarged scale of. the cutting head and parts the conveyC)J;• The :fingers in each row are 80 
a.sSociated therewith seen in Figuie 1; arranged one behind. the other S() that the row 

Figure 6 iS" a fragmentary ~de elevati~n (.')n CxtC'1dS lengthwi$.C . o£ the conveyor. 
an enlarged scale showing part of tb,e main.· The .. fingers. are spring .. influ~ced,· for 
conveyor and means employed for actuating example by. c<>iled springs 12 as in Figure 2, 

20
, : pnew:ilatic'. feeding means asSociated with the in such a manner that their outer end poriiOn.s 85 , 

rotatable cutting head;·.•· . which are of curved formation are normally 
Figure 7 is a. cross,.section taken qn the pressed inwardly against the passing pine-

line VII-,.VII of Figure 6; apple. · : · . . . · . 
Figure 8 is a ·sectional plan of part of Each guide finger is pivotally mounted on 

the feed chute seen in Figure 5. · a cross shaft·13 on any sW.table supporting 90 ·· 
2S Pineapple peeling· and .coring machines of strueture 14 and. the paits of opposed :fingers 

the kind indicated include an upstanding and are geared or .· otherwise operatively con.,; 
station!lry feed chute 2 which is detachably nected together as at 16 in sueh a manner 
mounted upon the machine frame in ·such a that they move towards and a:way from each 

,...,, manner that its lower end is adapted to. other in accordance with requirements. 95 
;"IY register successively with each of a series of In accord.ance .· with·· the present invention, 

... 

circumferentially . spaced holders 3 on a the passage through the circular knife 8 may 
rotary tilrret which is located beneath the be of substantially parallel form near the 
chute. · Each of these holders is adapted to outer end thereof · arid is then tapered out"' 

f.i: receive a pineapple slug which is topped wardly towards its inner end so as to avoid 100 ,, 
;,-, and tailed and then carried under any any · tendency to bind· against the pineapple 

suitable type of coring tool. slug as it is being cut. · 
.. The turret holders 3 and the asSociated In addition, P?eumatic feeding means are 
coting tool are of a type which is well- preferably provided for impelling the pine-

.; known and the coring and the improved apple through the knife after the skin bas 105 
.oW" peeling mechanism are. both adapted ·to be been cut therefrom. In· this case, provision 

operated · in synchronism from a common is made whereby a . series of cirCumferentially 
drive such as an electric .motor (not shown) spaced air blasts impinge on t&.e..-outei end 
on the machine -frame. The rotary turret of the cut pineapple witbhi_,.tJie knife··and 
and the coring tool may be actuated through thus function. to forcibly eject the pineapple. 110 

4'. the drive shaft 5. from. the knife arid down the passaieway 
Mounted upon the upper end of the chute through the cutting he.ad forming pari:~ of the 

is a rotatable cutting head 4 having an open chute. · · ~---
en,d,ed longitudinal passageway therethrough · For this purpos~ air under -pressure is 

.';t.· communicating with the adjacent end of the provided from any suitable type of co~preSSOJ.'.. llJ ,,_ 

._ chute. The cutting head is preferably or pump. (not shown) on the ~acliliie.,.~frame · 
mounted in anti,.friction bearings 6 and and delivered through any suitable pipes or , 
actuated by geatiilg 7 or in any other suitable passages 15. on the supporting sttYcttire 1"4. ,,.· 
manner. and through the cross shafts 13--~f<f.• open/ · 

. 'flJe rotary cutting head is mounted so that ended discharge passages 17 extending len.fil!!.- .120 
,-, it is inclined upwardly and sidewaidly in wise through some of · the guide fingers 11 

relation to the chute so that pineapple slugs as seen more clearly in FigiJres 2 and 4 of 
0 ~SS"~ 1.. . pas~ through the rutting head will tend to the _drawings. . . 
1 ~ gravitate therethrough · as well as through For obvious reasons; it is desirable ·for 

the chute. The cutting head is provided at · the air blasts to. be supplied ·intermittently, 125 

.. , ··.,_ 

60 its. outer end with a removable knife 8 which for example when the cutting of the ·pine.. '· 
i~ of· sleeve ·like form and · of relatively thin . apple skin has been completed, the · air.·· 
walled construction whilst . the adjacent outer s'ilpplied ·being interrupted wheri the ·pineapple : 
surface ·of the cutting head !s of truncated has passed through the cutting. ~e. . . . . . · 

... · 

conical form as seen in Figure S so as to Suitab1e air ·control means are provided for· ·130 ., 
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~_.,,,,,/ pµs . purpose~ · Such means include an ·auto- face. of the skin flattener is preferably pro­
matic air conuol valve 18 mounted for vided with a . series· · of serrations or teeth 
~xample on the inain frame of the machine 33 which may be arranged in rows so as 
and connected to . the main air line leading to. penetrate the. pineapple skin when it is 

5·· from the air compressor.· The air valve may · overlying the cutting head. 
be operated by a push rod 19 or the like · The shaft 34 of the skin flattener is 
having a bell-crank lever 21 associated there- carried by a bearing 36 which is preferably 
with and which is adapted to be actuated momted upon a transverse pivotal support 

70 

by a series of longitudinally spaced strikers and spring influenced as at 37 in Figure 
10 · 22 · on the pineapple conveyor. 5. so that the working face of the skin 7S 

It is customary for the conveyor 9 to carry flattetier may be urged towards the cutting 
a series of upstanding feed arms 23 for head. The space between the teeth of the 
engaging the end of· the pineapple so . as ·skin flattener and the cutting head may be 
to push it forwardly through the guide way accurately adjusted by screw adjusting means 

15 towards the circular.knife. For example,.each or the like 38 so as to accommodate skins 80 
of these arrils may be provided with a of varying thickness. The skin flattener 
striking surface 24 of predetermined length shaft is power driver in any suitable manner 
extending lengthwise of the· conveyor and and its speed is synchronised ·with that .of 

_ which . is adapted to engage a complementary the feeding conveyor in such a manner that 
20 striking surface on the bell-crank lever 21 the working face of the skin flattener is 85 

so · that the . latter is periodi<:ally rocked to necessarily out of engagement with each 
Open·. ·the air . valve 18 and permit the pineapple as it is being pushed forward for 
delivery of air under pressure to the guide cuttin.g the slug, the skin being . engaged 
fingers·· in accordance with requirements. by the flattener only after cutting of the Slug 

'" .. 

25 . The splitting knife 10 at the side of the has been completed. · 90 
rutting head is preferably inclined in relation In some cases, there is a tendency for the 
thereto in such a manner as to serve the peeled pineapple, which however, has not 
dual function of defiectitig the split skin side- yet been topped or tailed, not to slide freely 
wardly in relation to the cutting head so through the inner end of the cutting head 

SO that it will enter an associated discharge and around the usual curved· passage 39 95 
chute 26 leading· to a known type of eradicator leading to the feed chute 2. 
27 . for removing the flesh .adhering to the Any such ·interruption to the continuous 
skin in: one or more stages. . . feeding of the pineapples through the machine 

In order to . avoid any interruption of the is of course most undesirable and in order. 
JS. feeding of· pineapples to the cutting head to prevent. such a situation developing the 100 

in the event that choking of the skins should improved machine also preferably includes 
temporarily occur in the discharge chute) ejector means for positively feeding each 
the latter is preferably provided with a pineapple around the curved passage leading 

· hinged grid or other displaceable wall 28 to the chute. Such ejector means includes 
40 qver~g and extending lengthwise of the one or more pusher arms 41 which extend le>J 

open top of the chute which may be of sub- crosswise of the aforesaid eurved passage 
stantially channel shape in cross section. This ·and are adapted to travel lengthwise thereof 
grid may include a series of laterally spaced . behind each pineapple whereby the latter is 
rods 29 connected at their inner end to positively pushed clear of the cutting head into· 

"5 a ·cross. bar 3lpivotally mounted for example, the feed chute down which it is free to 110 
-upon the eradicator housing. The grid may gravitate. 
be. spring influenced so as to normally· hold The pusher arm is preferably carried by 
it in its operative position and· enable it to an endless conveyor such as a chain 42 
be . readily displaced manually or otherwise extending around a plurality of sprockets or 

. 50 for clearing the chute when required. pulleys 43 mounted upon any suitable type 11$ 
.· Associated \Vith the cutting head is a Skin of supporting bracket or the like which is 

flattener 3~ .·adapted to · strip the cylindrical preferably located at one side of the· curVed 
skins from , .. the · cutting head after they passage the wall of which has a longitudinal 
have been ·removed from their ·slugs and split open ended slot 44 formed in one side 

'' lengthwise. · Normally these skins tend to thereof so as· to ·permit the- pUSher aint' to·. 120 . 
retain their circular form but the improved freely enter and leave.· the passage after it has· 
skin flattener . is adapted to break the back travelled lengthwise therethtough · for · an·· 
of the skins so that they are in a sub- appropriate distance. The endless chain 
stantially . fiat state when they. enter ·the dis- is power driven in any suitable manner 

60 · charge chute 26 leading to the eradicator. and its movements are also necessarily 125 
The W()t'king face of the Skin flattener is of synchronised with the main pineapple con-
part circular form and may be carried by a veyor 9 and the rotatable· skin feeder 32. 
support ~onsisting of a pair of spaced plates If. desired, t;he endless chain may be provided· 
fitted with · a sleeve so that they may be with an adJustable sprocket 46 · to adjust · its 

~ · niounted upon a rotatable shaft. The· working tension as desired. 130 
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· ~ · 5 tive position so ·that it -may· be displaced going constructioo and artarigement of. part$ 70 . 
when. s0 . desired to. provide access to . the without departing ·. from the·. ambit·· of··. the .· J 
cmved passage 39 . when necessary, . for rapid iriventiol1 · .as defined by the apperided 
clearance . thereof; . . . claiins. · . ·· · · . · · 
. It will be appreciated that .if the pusher. · WHAT WB CLAIM IS:-· ·: 

10 arm 41 projected outwardly on "its carrier ·· 1. An impraved pineapple· peeling ltlld 75 · 
chain in 8uch '. a manner that it exte.Jided coring . machine .including. a statiOIWy · feed 
radially .-• when passing around the gUide Chute· caifyfug a rOt:atable Clitting · head: fitted 
sprockets, its effective. . speed · would · be with a · sleev~~e knife, a series of spring 
undesirably increased as it passed around .such in.fhJ.enced · guide fingers· · 1ocated · hi advance 

IS sprockets.· To overcome this disadvantage, of ~ut adja¢erii: to said sleev~like knife, .n 80 
the puSher ·lµ'lll· extends sidewardly ·hi rela.;. endless . conveyor . for f~ p=pleii 
tion to its chain 42 so that -its. axis' is lengtbwise tmmigh $8id' $leev«>-lilre · .. · e· so 
substantially parallel with that of ~: s\lp.. as to · Clit a substantially, cyllildri~ Slug 
porting sprockefS 43 which are Il;lqririted at therefro~ a stationary knife · J.dCated af Qiie ~ 

20 0ne side Of the curved passage 39 . so tl1at . Side of said cutting head arid· extenc:lliig 8S . .: 
the pusher arm .. may exten4 :- transv:etscl.y . substantially · 1$gthWi8e . thereof for splittm~ 
thereof> By this arrangemen~ the· ¢fecpve the skin of each phieaJ>Ple as it 'is f~ 
forward speed of the puShet . arm remains through the . Sleeve-like ''knife; pneumatic 
. substantially c0nstant even when travershig feedillg in.Cans discharging through. Said· gqide 

25 the guide sprockets. . .. . ·· ···. . ·· firigers fot a!Jsi~ the forwaid ~ovemelit of 00 
In use, pineapples are fed to the cooveyor each· . phieapple · through said : euttiiig · :head; 

9 which carries them forward tail first to a part cil'Cular skin Batten.er for breakiilg the 
the cutting head 4 whereupon .the skin . is back of each. split cylhidrical pineapple skin . 

, . 
. '· 

cut hi tlie f01'JD. of a cylindrical casing from whilsf ·it is •still upon $aid rotary rutting . . . 
JO the phieapple to form "the slug;· Whilst being . head and· in engagement With said stationary 9S . '· 

fed forward over the cutthig head the splitting . knife, means f<>i rotathig. said . skin Battentj: 
knife 10 cuts the skin lengthWise and when hi synchronism With the .inovemellt of . said . 
the :cutting of the slug ha:s been Completed conveyor in such a mariner that the working 
the split skin is engaged by the feeder 32 face of the- part circular skin· flattener is . .. 

JS which functions to strip it from. the rotating out of engagement With ea~ pineapple as 100 .· · " 
cutting head and break the ·back· of. the it is pushed forW8rd by· said· conveyor through 
cylhidrical skin whilst the latter is being said sleeve-like knife; the skin ·of each phi~ 
fed sidewardly into the adjacent discharge apple being engag~d by ~ skin Batten.er 
chute 26 down . which it · sJi4es for defleshing only after the · ctittllig of said slug has been 

40 treatment. completed . and 0a discharge chute · for ·the: 1°' ~. 
The slug so formed is of substantially true Battened skins located adjacent to . said 

cylindiical form and is effectively ·prevented stiltfonary knife for :the purp9se spe.!;ified~ . · •·. 
by the aforesaid air blasts . from sticking 2. An apparatus . according t_o.~Claim l hi · 
with.in the ciicular knife 8. The air blasts combination · with · p~apple· sJ.ug ·•"ejector ..... 

" are desirably interrupted as aforesaid whilst means/portion: of :Which extend.$ transvCr&dy _110: . 
the skin is being cut from oncoming· phi~'. · of. said Jeed chute for assisting the Qis.chaige . > 
apples. . . . . . . . . . of said slug8. from . said feed chtite for the: . -~. . )> 

Furtbermore continuous feeding of the cut purpose · specified. · · •w.- .: . 
phieapples froni the cutting heac:l ·ro the 3. Apparatus acco~ding to eitht!r. Of Clainig_ _, 

50•· gravity chute is ensured by the aforesaid· . I or 2, wherein said guide fingers: ue.loca~~ , U,. ·• ~ 
ptisher arms 23. In the event that llllY iii · apvance of said sleeve•like · mife·· ·and,,.'':·· . 
unforeseen blockage shOuld occur hi the ari'anged hi a series of rowSlo~~ m ~:"'" .· ·. . .·; 
curired. passage 39 leading to the gravity feed f~entially spaced rclatloriShip 'afow.ld.!Qe. path··/ . / ·· 
chute "2, th!s · normally·· ~actessible · _p~ssage ~f said oncoming phi~pples W'i!D: ilte:C:firi~# L:. 

5' may , 'be qmckly ltlld easily_ cleared SlDlply m each row extending lengthwise · • ..P.f.:.:..said-'·120 ... 
by· ·opening· the displaceable section 47 in p11th, said guide fingers being· Piv~~y · ·· . ., 
the wall thereof~ mounted .. upon ·. the machine frame -hi ·suCb 

The spring .influenced and adjustable skin a lnann~ that the outer end · portio.ris ~ Said· 
feeder 32 effeCtively Battens the skins whilst fingers are pressed .inwardly agaiiist ·the· .,~· .. 

· ., · they are-- being fed to their discharge ~ute 26 passing pineapples so as to yieldingly p~f 12' 
and thus ... re~1;1ces. the possibility· ... 9£. any.· ·forward: lli~vemen~ ··and. oppose .re~· -.~o~··.. · .-. 
choking occurring in . that chute. · However, Dielit · thereof for the purpose sp~cified~ ·· ' ·.· 
if any 8ucb interruption does. occur the· chute ·.• ·4: ·Apparatus according to Clairii · 3, wheremE 1 
may be quicldf and easily cleared simply by · said circuiriferentially spaced · . guide>. finger( . , _ · 

., swinging the chute grid 28 hit<> its .inoperative are arranged hi opposed . pairs whiCh . ~e 1$@ .. ··. ~ 
. ~ 

.·; 

__ ,;. 
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· According to another feature of the inven-

' 

tion, a section 47 of the wall of the aforesaid 
~·,; curved passage is preferably formed separa~eQ.1 
'~ . and hingeably mounted as at 48 in its opera-

5 tive position so that it may be displaced 
when so desired to provide access to the 
curved passage 39 when necessary, for rapid 
clearance thereof. 

· It will be appreciated that if the pusher 
10 arm 41 projected outwardly on its carrier 

chain in such. a manner that it extended 
radially wJi.o...n passing around the guide 
sprockets, its effective speed would be 
undesirably increased as it passed around such 

IS sprockets. To overcome this disadvantage, 
the pusher arm extends sidewardly in rela­
tion· to its chain 42 so that its axis is 
substantially parallel with that of the sup­
porting sprockets 43 which are mounted at 

20 one side of the curved passage 39 so that 
th~ · pusher arm may extend transversely 
thereof. By this arrangement, the effec_tive 
forward speed of the pusher arm remains 
substantially constant even when traversing 

2' the guide sprockets . 
. ·'-• In- use, pineapples are fed to the conveyor 

·· 9 · which carries them forward tail first to 
.· the cutting head 4 whereupon the skin is 
' . cut .in t:Jie fol'JD. of a cylindrical casing from 

50 the pineapple to form the slug. Whilst being 
· fed forward over the cutting head the splitting 
knife 10 cuts the skin lengthwise and when 
the ·cutting of the slug has been completed 

: the split skin is engaged by the feeder 32 
J5 which functions to strip it from the rotating 

cutting head and break the back· of the 
cylindrical skin whilst the latter is being 
fed sidewardly into the adjacent. discharge 
chute 26 down which it slides for de.fleshing 

40: · treatment. 
-.. · :· The slug so formed is of substantially true 

· · · ' qrlindrical form and is effectively prevented 
· by · · the aforesaid air blasts from sticking 
within the circular knife 8. The air blasts 

'5' · are desirably interrupted as aforesaid whilst 
..... ·: the skin is being cut from oncoming pine-

. ,,pies. . 
· - · · : · .. , >;~: Further~ore continuous feeding of th~ cut 

.. · pineapples from the cutting head ·to the 
;o~: , gravity chute is ensured by . the aforesaid 

pusher arms 23. In the event that any 
.. ·· .. Unforeseen blockage should occur in the 
· , .. CurVed passage 39 leading to the gravity feed 

· · .·:~··'~' chute 2, thiR normally inaccessible passage 
... ··' 5'!' may . be quickly and easily cleared . simply 

·.·. , .. -,._ by opening the displaceable section 47 in 
. · .. the wall thereof. 

· · ~· The spring influenced and adjustable skin 
· feeder 32 effectively :flattens the skins whilst 

·.· --~ they are being fed to their discharge chute 26 
and thu.~ reduces the possibility of any 
choking occurring in that chute. However, 
if any such interruption does occur the chute 
may be quickly and easily cleared simply by 

ts: swinging th~ chute grid 28 into its inoperative 

position so that the accumulated skins in · 
the ch~te may be readily removed. 

Various alterations, modifications and/or 
additions may be introduced into the fore­
going construction and arrangement of parts 70 
without departing from the ambit of the 
invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS:-
1. An improved pineapple peeling and 75 

coring machine including a stationary feed 
chute carrying a rotatable cutting head fitted 
with a sleeve-like knife, a series of spring 
influenced guide :fingers located in advance 
of but adjacent to said sleeve-like knife, an 80 
endless conveyor for feeding p~ples 
lengtl,lwise through said Sleeve-like · e so 
as ·to cut a substantially cylindrical slug 
therefrom, ·a stationary knife located at one 
side of said cutting head and extending 8S 

. substantially lengthwise thereof for splitting 
the skin of each pineapple as it is fed 
through the sleeve-like knife, pneumatic 
feeding means discharging through said guide 
:fingers for assisting the forward movement of 90 
each pineapple through said ctitting head, 
a part circular skin flattener for breaking the 
back of each split cylindrical pineapple skin · 
whilst ·it is still upon said rotary cutting 
head and in engagement with said stationary 95 
knife, means for rotating said skin flattener 
in synchronism with the movement of said · 
conveyor in such a manner that the working 
face of the part_ circular skin flattener is 
out of engagement with each pineapple as 100 
it is pushed forward by said conveyor through 
said sleeve-like knife, the skin of each pine­
apple being engaged by the skin flattener 
only after the cutting of said slug has been 
completed and a discharge chute for the 105 
:flattened skins located adjacent to said 

· stationary knife for the purpose specified. 
2. An apparatus according to aaim 1 in 

combination with pin~apple slug ejector 
means, portion of wl:i.ich extends transversdy 110 
of said feed chute for assisting the discharge 
of said slugs from said feed chute for the 
purpose specified. · . 

3. Apparatus according to either of Claims 
I or 2, whercin said ·guide fingers are located 115 
in advance of said sleeve-like knife and 
arranged in a series of rows located in circum-· 
ferentially spaced relationship around the path 
of said oncoming pineapples with the :finger8 
in each row extending lengthwise of said 120 
path, said guide fingers being pivotally 
mounted upon the machine frame in such 
a manner that the outer end portions of said 
fingers are pressed inwardly against the 
passing pineapples so as to yieldingly permit 125 
forward movement and oppose return move­
ment thereof for the purpose specified. 

4; ·Apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein 
said circumferentially spaced guide fingers 
are arranged in opposed pairs which are 130 

i ... 

,, . 
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operatlvely cotinected.togetlier for the'purpose .. feed cllute so tliat• each pusher '8tm extends 

specified~.··•··· ·. :.. .. · ··· laterally· ·.through said slot for. the purpose· 

5. Apparatus according to either of Oaims specified.·· · · . 

.• 

3 ·or 4, wµerein air passages ar:C provided. on 11. Apparatus according to Qaim 10 

5 that part of the· machine frame supPorting the wherein a section of the wall of said stationary 70 

said guide fingers, said air passages com- feed chute is formed separately and hingeably 

~unicating with discharge passages extending :mounted in position ·upon the adjacent part · ~ 

.,. · length\ivGC through· some or an of said guide of said feed chute so as to define part of · · ' 

:fingers in such a manner that when in use said slot, said wall section being displace.:. 

10 a series· of circumferentially spaced air blasts able for the purpose specified. · 75 

impinge On. the outer end portion of each 12. An impr.oved pineapple peeling and 

pineapple slug whilst it is within said sleeve coring machine including a stationary feed 

like knife for . the purpose specified. chute carrying a rotatable cutting head fitted 

· 6. ·Apparatus according tQ. Oaim 5 in with a sleeve like knife, said feed chute 

IS combination with an automatic air valve for having a curved portion leading to the dis- 80 

controlling the delivery of air to said guide charge end of the chute, said chute having a 

fingers, said Valve being . adapted for opera- displaceable section forming part of said 

tion by a ·series of longitudinally spaced c:urVed portion of the chute and/or which 

strikers .on the conveyor or other means is hingeably mounted upon the adjacent 

20 employed for feeding said pineapples length- portion of the chute wall so as to define 85 

wise thrOU.gh said sleeve . like knife for the part of an open ended slot extending length­

purpose specified. wise through part of said curved portiOn. 

7. Apparatus ··according to any one of and the discharge end portion of said feed 

the foregoing claims wherein said stationary . chute, slug ejector means mounted upon 

2' knife is inclined lengthwise of said cutting said ·feed chute and having one or more pusher 90 

head in such ·a manner as to serve the dual arms carried by an endless chain and which 

purpose Of cutting each pineapple skin length- extend transversely of said feed chute in 

wise and also deflecting the split skin side- such a manner as to pass lengthwise through 

wardly in relation to said cutting head so said slot, an endless conveyor for feeding 

30 that it will enter said discharge chute for pineapples to said cutting head, a series of 95 

the purpose specified. · spring influenced gU.ide fingers. arranged in 

8. Apparatus aecording to any one of the a series of rows which are circumferentially 

foregoing claims wherein said discharge chute spaced around said endless conveyor adjacent 

for each pineapple skin ·is provided with a to said cutting head, the guide fingers in 

.M hinged grid overhanging and extending said rows being arranged iri opposed pairs 100 

lengthwise of the normally open top of said which are geared toge~er in such a manner 

chute which is of substantially channel shape as to yieldingly engage the sides of each pine-

in cross . section, said grid including a series apple as it is carried forward by the conveyor 

of longitudinally spaced rods connected at .and to oppose any return movement of said 

40 their inner end to a cross bar pivotany pineapples, some of said guide fingers having 105 

mounted upon said discharge chute or an air passages formed therethrough and which 

associated eradicator housing for the purpose are in communication with an air pump or 

spe~. .· other compressed air source of supply so as 

9. Apparatus according to any one Of the to provide when. in use, a series of air ·blasts 

·· 4'. foregoing claims wherein said skin flattener impinging upon the adjacent end of each 110 

is mounted upon a rotatable shaft carried pineapple as it passes through said ·sleeve 

by . a bearing on a transverse pivotal support like hiife, a stationary knife located at one 

which is spring influenced so that the working side of said cutting head and extending sub-

face of said skin flattener is urged towards stantially lengthwise thereof for splitting the 

50 said ciitting head, and means for adjUsting skin of each pineapple as it is fed through 115 

the oper~ve position of the working face the sleeve like knife, a skin flattener for 

.of said skin flattener in relation to the side breaking the back of the split qlindrical skin 

of said ciitting head, said working· face being from each pineapple and which is of part 

provided with a series of serrations or teeth circular formation having a series of teeth on 

55 arranged in. rows so as to. penetrate each pine- its working face and which is carried by a 120 

apple skin when it is overlying said cutting rotatable shaft in a bearing located on a 

head for the purpose specified. pivotal mounting and which is spring 

10. Apparatus according to any· one of the influenced and provided with screw adjust­

foreg~ Oaims 2-9, wherein said ejector ment ~eans fo! varying ~e oper~tive positi~n 

60 means mcludes one or more pusher arms of said working face m relation to said 125 

extCllding · cross wise· of · the passage through cutting head and a discharge chute located 

s!lid feed chute and each of whicli is carried adjacent to said stationary knife and having 

by an endless conveyor located at one side a side wall which is displaceable for the · 

ol said feed chute, a longitudinal open ended purpose specified. · 

65 slot formed ·in one side Qf the wan of said 13. An improved pineapple peeling and 130 

.............. .- .. · r ····-······- - ·-· ...... . 
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. Coring machine- consisting in a combination 
-and arrangement of parts constructed and 
adapted to function substantially as .described 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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