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(57) Abstract

A method for making glycol in an
adiabatic reactor system including feed-
ing water and an epoxide into at least
one adiabatic reactor under conditions
such that epoxide and the water react
to form a glycol product stream. The
adiabatic reactor contains a catalyst bed
which undergoes swelling during its use-
ful lifetime, and the adiabatic reactor op-
erates under conditions sufficient to re-
duce the rate of catalyst swelling relative
to a non-adiabatic reactor system. Other
aspects of the invention include the com-
bination of splitting the feed between
multiple adiabatic reactors in combina-

tion with the cross exchange of heat be-
tween feeds and products with heat ex-
changers, such that an energy efficient
process that provides long catalyst sta-
bility and minimal catalyst swelling re-
sults.




