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Field of the Invention: The invention relates to a nethod and
apparatus for installing and executing prograns by a conputer and nore
specifically to a nethod and apparatus f installing and executing

progr anms by a multi-user conputerjl4 Background of the Invention
Conmput er systens can be broadly divided into two categories; single user :
systens and mul ti-user systens®BSTRACE user systens are those in which
one user will have control of _the rocessor for the duration of use.
Mul ti-user systems are those REARRANGING CHRANNERS mﬁll per mit severa
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user SpegibbCcfighiels fokCHA1LL NPkt P Ralitg e executed. For
exanpl e, processi ng program rmay tnitialization data which
specifies mhat i cons the user has deflned mhat screen colors are to be
used andrfigwrkhe screen is to appear geonetrlcally When an application is
devel oped for use in a mul ti-user environment, the programis
constructed to maintain separate user contexts so that t he 25 program
uses specific initialization data for. each user. Applications devel oped for

si ngl e user conputers do not typically have the ability to maintain
separate user contexts. This is due to the WO 97/ 31312
PCT/ US97/ 02326 - 2-
fact that an application devel oped for a single user conputer expects to
have only one user cont ext . Wth the advent of conputer
networ ks, the issue arises that what may have been a single user

conputer running a single user application is now being used as a network
execution server, 5 provi di ng single user application execution for

mul tiple users. A single user application executed froma network
execution server nust now keep track of the application initialization data
- whi ch are created for each user. The present invention

addresses this problemthereby permtting single user applications to

be executed in multi-user environments. 10 Sunmmary of the Invention

The invention relates to a nethod of installing and executing a single user
application on a mul ti-user system The nethod includes the steps of
installing a single user application using the installation program
of the application, placing the application initialization data in a
predeterm ned location in data storage, obtaining initialization data’
corresponding to the single 15 user application fromthe predeterm ned

| ocation in data storage, copying the initialization data into a user
specific initialization data |ocation, and executing the single user

~application using the user specific initialization data. In one
enbodi ment the step of copying the initialization data copi es the
initialization data into a specified user directory. In another enbodi nent
the step of copying the initialization data includes the step of

renaming the initialization data wth a unique 20 user nane.

The invention also relates to an apparatus for installing and executing a
si ngl e user application on a nmulti-user system The apparatus

i ncludes a process installing a single user application, a process
pl acing the application initialization data in a predetermned |ocation in
dat a storage, a process obtaining initialization data correspondi ng
to the single user application from25 the predeterm ned |ocation in data
storage a process copylng t he |n|t|aI|zat|on data |nto a user



