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(57) Abstract

This invention relates to the introduc-
tion of p53 under the controt of the met-
allothionein promoter into primary cells to
produce immortalized cell lines. The cells
are useful as substrates for viral propaga-
tion, as contaminant-free sources for re-
combinant protein production, for recombi-
nant virus production and as cell substrates
to support primary cells and improve virus
yield during virus propagation. -
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