A nmet hod- and apparatus in a data processing system (100) for creating a
dynam ¢ el ectronic docurment in a markup | anguage. Static content in the

mar kup | anguage is placed into the electronic docunent. A function

i nvocation nechanismis placed in the electronic docunent using the markup
| anguage, wherein the function invocatjpn mechani smincludes a function
nane used to invoke a function, and supplying actual paraneter val ues
corresponding to the formal paraneters of the function definition. In
response to accessing a dynam c el ectronic docunent containing function

I nvocations, and providing values for their actual paraneters through the

docunent acce chani , ded § [ t he
function i nﬁmﬁﬁﬁrmgﬁ?@%ﬁ %ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@mﬁlﬁ et ur ned
val ue. The dodOBEREATINGDEKNANIGPQG peB ation.
This formatting may be accPATARROCESSINGNYSITEMtyl esheet to the
docunent .

Abstract

A method and apparatus in a data processing system (100) for creating a
dynamic electronic document in a markup language. Static content in the markup
language is placed into the electronic document. A function invocation mechanism is
placed in the electronic document using the markup language, wherein the function
invocation mechanism includes a function name used to invoke a function, and
supplying actual parameter values corresponding to the formal parameters of the
function definition. In response to accessing a dynamic electronic document
containing function invocations, and providing values for their actual parameters
through the document access mechanisms, the embedded functions are invoked and
the function invocation are replaced by markup language containing the returned
value. The document may then be formatted and returned for presentation. This

formatting may be accomplished by applying a stylesheet to the document.
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