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; e3e. 9. | 445D6": 7TN868T9Tc7WD 02/ 50742 PCT/ SO0/ 00198 -1- METHOD AND

APPARATUS FOR REWARDI NG CONTRI BUTORS Fi el d of the Invention The present (j?p
i nventi o'W@@r/507d2 t o nmet hod and apparatus for 5 rewar di ng PESHGOPBUBrs in
el ectronic publishing such as, for exanple, an online

di scussi-on forumor . ntemmmwmmmmmmhi ng *sﬂt €. The invention relates in
particular to forunms or new% gktes on the internet, online systens and any
LAN or conputer networks e existing technique for rewarding a
contributor, such t he
nunber of copies oﬁ&F%QP %&&ﬁAPﬂﬁhﬁr ﬁﬁ%é?%ﬁﬁ???ﬁgggggggsding to
an agreed sum per copy. The calculation of 15 t he paynent per copy may

depend on th% %ﬂ%h%@ %h%r%%H_ S idecess. In other existing systens, critics
(i ncludi ng nemMbéers of the pub IC) may contribute critiques of an author's

work, but at Tinespresendy mveritstqshmﬁliﬁﬁea%o%éieb%ih%ﬂ r 2PPEERHUSs TPRat of

a j our nal g of dehlaBiBng Yot GIERRY iR nsh st rdiyid hﬁu]ﬁlib‘shshgr of the
aut hor's mork The cuarrent forunms avail abl e el ectroni are usually run

wi t hout any @vd@ermestis SudtbRT vePT FFHR HOr & %r°?gé88rgls?ﬁgfﬁoﬁenefit
conpri ses Si@WﬁﬁﬂiB%i¥ﬂﬁéﬁﬂéﬁ1pﬂbf&bmﬂﬁ§1§5t@ns Théi hevendibhe refatiesg of
| deas and insights between participants I S, an_objec f sent

i nvention t o ifr &A1 iRk éﬂﬁPékuﬁﬁeﬂ?%sf%} ?%hﬁ% Ehgal%gnfriguto
(such as 30 amlauiéﬂcggsuﬁmmranmmwmMmrt@ommueeecnebwpckpubl i shi ng
environnigt by rewardi ng according one or nore of a nunber of criteria,
such as cesses by readers, responses by readers, critical approval by
readers, or mﬂeadxﬂsﬁqngﬁtenhnlqu%n1035r¢wa#@1%gfﬁrFﬁEFrébPé@F'oF“FWe
present i nvent] o 4T Q4 48, pay/Qi02/ 0¢nS: « adeoPEThgORE QLGRS b

and apparatus or remar I ng an el ectronjc publishing
envi ronment wppriesaraf rt@xameautémw Mok deabd ope BRenBrEléFheThunber of

criteria . S%&%"H&'h‘% M apr&ssesuRYpbhecoppder TRe thacugbitaln idfy of
the 5 reader's asse%snent of COﬂtrIbutld%S Sdﬁgagg éﬁéhhe | nventi,on The
r

present 1hverktheoPRMAAHERET (¢RPBIHAS, dePFRE 3] §FnG BEEIHCHSut or

for contri butdih&¥. OrTYEhdd sLDstinyt spatens, aorekéctr dine lmdingshi ng

environment, CO é;é“é¥3the public) may contribute critiques of an
author’s work, but at most the critic is paid by another
publisher - such as that of a journal of literary criticism

20 - and not by the publisher of the author’s work.

The current forums available electronically are usually run

without any direct profit incentives for authors or

readers. Their benefit comprises simply the provision of
25 discussions online and the sharing of ideas and insights

between participants.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
method and apparatus for rewarding a contributor (such as
30 an author) of an contribution to an electronic publishing
environment by rewarding according one or more of a number
of criteria, such as accesses by readers, responses by
readers, critical approval by readers, or reliability of
criticism.
35
It is a further object of the present invention to provide

i
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calculating a reward for said contributor that depends on one or nore
criteria selected fromthe group conprising the quantity of said

contri butWOngseiH2l t he 15 quality of each of said contri butPCar4:00/80198
contribution by a contributor that is an author is an itemthat could be,
for exanple, an article, a piece of criti2ism a letter or a response to an
earlier item Its 20 content m ght conprise a witten essay, links to other
web sites, pictures or any other neans of expressing an idea. The

el ectroni c publishi envi ronnent conpI i n_onll faeupin the form
of a pl atforanﬂed:%éi‘iqgw‘fhag’%%ﬂae?ﬁ rr%%ﬁlf% %Jr:agnge%t ?ghac%fr ?’rfg public to
post itens. eflectioredanpill ishite eonizsmmentthy raverddng the aeadatonic

*publ i shing environment, i gl be 2 DEWSOLGBeraoghal 11T 3 Releh Hde, or
some other $& I'ng ere people can register thensel ves, post, itens tahned
t

initiate di scadwmnmf Brcdssesnkunthe readerceedthe Fsddbl Litvets

9roups. OMANIS A Al &bt OPENcbREENBuBEBAEAl pUDIic. A contribution
by a contributor that Is a reader may be an assessnment of an itemor the

contribution may sinply be the act of reading that item 35 Preferably,
when sai d Crdndd8y COPERS ET v ehPCbRde sai d WO (12/SU7.t2 - 3

PCT/ S@0/ 110198 quality of each of said.cont ri_LtF)zuti ons, said JIBL oodfi ncl udes
det er mi ni ng The PERAATE L RFCRELAR PTRXFACEonFPERFECETe. PFSEISHISE when
sai d criterijeworing ea Gdon PELdEo B aEdr quentirtipusfi ngaicthec @t midme i ons, said

met hod i ncl udes 5, det er m nji ng_sai ant it I s ‘

Pr eferaiapy :‘ﬁ?rbtszetf‘h%h"?%c{:ﬂg%% If)?%%?u' ?ﬁ%cgg%lﬁgv&\%rn g’?%%{dai%%'ng t he
provision ofcompriizivgrd. 10 Thus, when said reward is financial, the
conputing means may bec&f&‘lifggiﬁgnéorwh&hﬁtﬁ%ﬁ Eﬁ:]ﬁ i ifok hendewar d

to the contributor's nom na account. e reward is not
financi al, tdepemdmran comeberrmesgnFrisaripy sgilecteh R HHRIDIO®P scor e

or forwarding, i£%€e9£évgg%§t§99t biebYhiiaN cbR t3Mdtalomardna gHef erably
t he conputing ans 1's oper e to do so may automatically, such as by
emai | . Phef eqwblity hef gearht 9Lopaads EOPEEAPYE1ORFri bution that is 20 an

item by an aut hor depends on the nunber of accesses of said respective item
by a reader or readers. Preferably said nunber of ,accesses .compsis a
number of ac‘be%%’é%rb?uﬁh?’auéyr@aﬂé?g?lggtlgrre%&a%oﬁﬁ &fh ST clbént%?but or
is an aut horjtéherael tbyiaf ba, r €éspeekbmpleontan axtimlaepemieon of
critical score derived fr eader scori f j LV tripugion.
Preferably s&FHttFtEfeat gg‘d‘fgri 8¥dér Fr?esgg %(?m%gd %r{)ra' ] yé%%g‘%?ri but e
scores ROOVi ceitéyt onbgbt 86mprieer eaweidteph@sstay cddinkd tQjtRendeek

scores each of pl i of..a i 'q,freeg&e,gggﬁl oL ri@ad] on.
Thus, when t Jét%%htﬁ'ghit%%si éra%k u'?’%%lrgi- '?Iﬁf%i gher the cri t?:cal score, the

greater can The ebeatdondcnpublishing environment may comprise an
online forum in the form of a platform to allow the general

public or a section of the public to post items. For
25 example in the context of the internet, the electronic
publishing environment might be a newsgroup, a chat room, a

news site, or some other setting where people can register

themselves, post items and initiate discussion. The forum
can be restricted to special interest groups, companies or

30 can be open to the general public.

A contribution by a contributor that is a reader may be an
assessment of an item or the contribution may simply be the
act of reading that item.

35
Preferably, when said criteria comprise or include said



35 Preferably, \Wien the contributor is an author, the quality W) 02/50p2
PCT/ SGL10/ 00198 of a respective item depends on the nunber of subsequent
cont ri buW@AFSWdhment i ng on or responding to said respect PECE/SEIHPPBHUL | ons
and contributed by other contributors. Thus, the nethod can follow threads
a credit 5 the original contributor according to the nunber of postings
pronpted by an initial posting. Preferably, when said criteria conprise or
i nclude said quality of contributions that is assessnments of 10
contributions by, readers aid nethod incl.udes terJu.n ' i of
sai d assessndmEtby < iﬁéﬁgn? iﬁﬁf?oﬁ??‘tﬁrlg) erlélgjl%y, S{%%era g‘%@%g%%pﬂ#@%}l&%s
respective reéatermbhiagrespéctizadityniofi leachoe fdepdiidsantrikebiengeri ved
-from 15 sai djrespectiye e oL, I S dUtd o N ederaiy said
score is de(rjlla]\'”/%%g %%i a %ﬁ%ﬁa f"?f} %?Egt???iabutg% ol#gsjai d (:I})ntri buti on,

wher eby sai dagematity ¢fiesaddpepnsréhusionisni Bpigk mehhrd dRpeldesin aver age
of scoresg prgyidad; Byngllatiaagdanstdtysaird AP RHtE RAdadUt i on. 20
Preferab?& sa%% reﬁarﬁsisaa fgﬁanciaysremard, Wher eby sai d net hod incl udes
determ ning i ncome derived fromor associated with said publishing

envi ronment p¥gfeRaPeyi 841 af mbtRBAOK ndQGAWY iovidlimsl saaindl cevardi nong
said reward 25 on the basis of sai,d i ncone., .The incone nmay be derived from

advertisi ng BrikhpbEngr BRet RECYAFLPBN AN E2AGhiTaYAAYY typically be a web
site, or through any other neans. The period of time may be fixed, 30 such

day, , et A I tself .d d t ' f i ch
Che i o0l o CRbBSSFBER SHRE FEVRFA Ak, ar O sy ihs KomSit iy ftatld ©
scoring eachmapnbei bohfighvkdt ber iadtHateortheeadmditizys e teearewand al so
i ncl ude formggdtﬂg BohE2RBGELY® s niRi% e bank account. If the reward

is not financial, the reward can be recognition, by giving

a contributor a score or forwarding the respective
15 contribution to another party; preferably the computing
means is operable to do so may automatically, such as by

email.

Preferably the quality of a respective contribution that is
20 an item by an author depends on the number of accesses of

said respective item by a reader or readers. Preferably

said number of accesses comprises a number of accesses by

unique readers.

25 Preferably, when the contributor is an author, the quality
of a respective contribution depends on a critical score
derived from reader scoring of said respective
contribution. Preferably said critical score is derived
from a plurality of attribute scores provided by one or

30 more readers, whereby each of said readers scores each of a

plurality of attributes of said respective contribution.

Thus, when the contributor is an author, the higher the
critical score, the greater can the reward be made.

35
Preferably, when the contributor is an author, the quality



PCT/ SG011/ 00198 contribution to a further party, such as another publisher,
a fundi ng agency, or a prize awardi ng organi zation. Preferably said further
party is Welysed2l according to at least the quality of saiP€TIS@HE01%her eby
the greater the 5 quality the nore prestigious the further party. In one
enbodi nent, said contributor is one of a pluwality of |ike contributors,
and the nethod includes calculating a respective reward for each of said
contributors, wherein 10 said rewards are derived froma reward pool for

di stribution anongst said contributors. The present invention also provides
an appar at uscfop regpegtayea item depansts s die FUPke® %SnFPPEEEPGﬁE, 15

conpri sing: £oAPHEHA18: BRANS chRINHIAME Do Rl sidaing cabcrhate a revard
-for said contributor that depends on one, or nnrgﬂiri%ﬁ%ia gglected fromthe
group conpr i 5FABeEREVAUERTILEYPEYEILNS aRshiGIHR IR AnY t RERGhal ity of each
of 20 said ceghtibutiters. Prefiey,ahihe mdtiod adch cfolbowathespdesa oxedit
*‘include said guality,of _each of,_said contrihutiaons,, said c utiNng neans is
confi gur &d thﬁpBFééFBa}ocﬁ&ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁgﬁr(ﬁﬂQQﬁ 09 &7 UBRe “Pﬁﬁlcé ive of the
qual ity of epebthhgsaptomberssl Hyo arhednreihialetmerstiiregsai d quality, and to
calculate a reward for said contributor. Preferably, when said criteria
conprise or include said quantity of said contributions, said _conputing
means i s conPrgfieedbdy, opdreablsa i aridisnia orpl £3¢ a0t duclufgesaid

| ndi cati ve Oéuiﬂﬂ 42Nt AowididhS AHdd bl | MWSe s srd¥REEabEY sai d
conmputi ng nedans WPl “be at 1east one conputer connected to or, connectable
to the ilft er pentrpbutdpms PysZiardasfoutsaif MRFROT ntrgludefedpierpining

provi di ng Sa'ggiagg%dit JeNidd i3 IdikddMndK Oy | 5f O8a 04 88h€riBwRiSns. WO
021 507-12 - PCT/ S0/ 00198 Preferably the quality of each of said
contributions that are itens by contributors that are authors depends on

the nunmber obrageessesy,ofcRAGE st resSpectéapedtie bpabetrcadens.
Preferably said nunher of accesses conprises a nunger of aceesses E&Eunique
readers. 10 PFEP@FEBV?,qﬂﬁ§¥ TP ITBRY I8 AP S RS ERE AP My of a
respectine i saiddepepes tdiven recnier derowiady fsaid reamieribubipng of said
respective ifem. Preferabl.y, sai d scolesl.s. i fro | ey of
attribute SC%F&SeEFggydg&ﬁ%/é%é?%ﬂl%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁéﬁkﬁ%ﬁhwéé$%§§gg§%% g? sai d
readers scor estiSbesels of @zildiredntnilitionsivherebyf sgafdauadpsyt ithen
item Prefer ey E Wais AMbALHIT ant BoeHUBLl bY Bhotes
respective c§§b§Pg%??%h%%§3§%ggﬁtn thglnu er of su%gequgntacqntrLbutions
coment i ng oprovidedpbydiadd twpaders of said respective contribution.
20

Preferably said reward is a financial reward, whereby said

method includes determining income derived from or

associated with said publishing environment over a period

of time or accounting period, and determining said reward

25 on the basis of said income.

The income may be derived from advertising or sales from

the environment, which will typically be a web site, or

through any other means. The period of time may be fixed,
30 such as a day, week, etc., or may itself depend on or be

the period for which the item is accessible.

The reward may also comprise recognition from scoring each
contributor (whether author or reader).

35
The reward may also include forwarding a respective



20 said respective contribution and contributed by other contributors.
Preferably, when said criteria conprise or include said quantity of
accesses WORYS4AY for a reader to make a 25 contri buti on) PEF/S&EMENOB | but or
that is a reader of said electronic publishing environnent, said nethod

i ncludes determ ning said quantity of sai & accesses by said reader of

uni que contributions. 30 Preferably, when said criteria conprise or include

said * quality of assessnment of contributions (another way in which a
reader may meke a_contri bution) b¥ reader, said qfthod i ncl udes ggteﬁnining
ug; abt

sai d qual i t ycomrtzhPUtasBesondnt

hexi @ardtr i Gifs . ARt B RV A6t § < he

assessnent 0f fuh@SAGChvackeader adpridied awalfdikiy/ditydrpiz#CTPBCUU 00198
contribution_depends_on a.scare. derived. fran sai i i
e SPEraRin padn FuEshEy PELsY AR IATeISA Hocopdiag 8! de

contributio

\Y roma ura

attributes ofleastdtheemualieyebf saiid duems,y wiwerekieperelsgoeabebxERety of

t he scor%

5t . f . f ]ggﬂgg id
‘.18 gnggégg%ggrfdbggfgﬁgﬁ??sg %;fr%l a rzpmgtéfa:/\hereby said

contri butl on

apparatus is operable to determ ne inconme derived fromor 10 associ ated

wth said pufﬁi§ﬂ%ngmsgﬁhﬁggggp%agﬁp%dhﬁyygdggfﬁigigﬁé 8pdatpldeatiine

said reward On \
conpri ses gi @Engikecesgmitaiidbntossys ang tdes BEtPIS atRT

asl s of sai I ncone. Alternatlvelg said rewa
1

g
dosseolrnpaties

Al ternativel yo3akdeh¢uak e icteedd WY EHdiH Sdonictiatots, awhurthar
party, such as another publisher, a fﬁg&ing}a ency, .or f grize awar di ng
or gani zatq onsapfererapry &xied IBFIVES oY té%W% LRt eti®hccording to
sai d qual itygektsabhtibamamoniiesie Baildhegrieataitdbs. qual ity the nore
prestigious the further party. In one enbodi nent, said contributor is one

of a plurality 25 of |like contributors. and the conputing neans is operable
to cal cul at eTher prpeehity d nveurribr alsagrofides daxorppabatuesforherein

sai d rewards axe %ﬁ%@¥%g§§§¥yﬁidég¥”éﬁfﬁﬁ%ygf”még?té5ﬂe£igﬂtggﬂg st said

cont ri but or sTS¥8*

ription of awing I'n order that the present

i nvent i ars magohpriwmriagel early ascertai ned, preferred enbodi nents will now

be described, by way of I 1 {Agiacegnpanyi ng
I%ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ(Hgéhs‘%éﬁfiéﬁfﬁénGE é?e _

drawi ng, in which: 35

S a schematitC representatiqn of a system

for rewardi ngademiiatieuttorzewardfun|said (epnrributor that depends onh one

20

25

30

35

or more criteria selected from the group comprising the
quantity of said contributions and the quality of each of

said contributions.

Preferably, when said criteria comprise or include said
quality of each of said contributions, said computing means
is configured or operable to receive or calculate values
indicative of the quality of each of said items, to thereby
determine said quality, and to calculate a reward for said
contributor. Preferably, when said criteria comprise or
include said quantity of said contributions, said computing
means is configured or operable to receive or calculate

values indicative of said quantity of said contributions.

Typically said computing means will be at least one
computer connected to or connectable to the internet.
Preferably said computing means includes means for
providing said reward, or initiating the provision of said

reward.



WO 02/ a07-12 PCT/ S0/ U0198 _ 8 _ according to a preferred enbodi nent of
the present invention; and Figure 2 is a schematic representation of one
possi bl e W@PF47dhshi p bet ween nultiple items published i n PETHSIVER roni c
publ i shing environnent within a single thread. Detail ed Description of the
Preferred Enbodiments Referring to figureely a systemfor rewarding
contributors 10 to an online forumaccording to a preferred enbodi nent of
the present invention includes a server 2 connected ultimately to the
internet 4. The server 2 maintains an online forumenvironnent to which
users on user conputers 6a, 6b and 6c can post itens as contributions to
the 15 forump, Haghpser tkangah 5ot pc6essadndoEhgagly copad ibutdearse it
*posted contribution. In the Ereferred egbﬁdimanth %gch user s&)lq%u;nto
the server 2WefidiensPHrcPper tARCYHE PRBHt PFBUBPERETS F858 2D Tan
subsequent | y SHH©E)o POt CEstéendf bychrofi dahd xespertdve driknpadynor d
"(obtained when first logging in). This is principally so that the server 2
can el i n?nat% t accesses or scorings by a single user, which could be
used to distort or manipulate - deliberately or 25 inadvertently - the
determ nat i of 1 uality cQBt L] L i r eader
scores or<§§%$%%ﬁé§%ﬁ %%b§|g§$?§§_8?h55§§§5§? ngﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁggﬂéﬁﬁgg%agg%s al so
general |y | rerosssss thy wsiguet yeaflerle server 2. It may be deened
satisfactory, in sone 30 enbodi ments, to enpl oy cookies or the like to

di scrim nate between users, despite the_ inability of many of such .
nmechani éfs tRrefferebhy navbencthecAOBEFLBRERE d&erd &Y o HREEY 35

I'n order to geterydiSetpevauapbt aeﬁénaenbhi AUlsicoi® ddiaieal idfor? reader
configured to maintain recqQrds of th

e nynber of WO 507..1 .
PCT/ SG00/ 00 18rP%HRd r P hueddd; F@ﬁEeFFbWFaﬁ§re§‘i‘ngIPé:elf?é:l‘a%(%éﬁﬁf’olrdzo?c%%%djé?) ,
whet her in tderiesd pfomnaapliioals toobifr aktttriibuten scrates 'raciodsdily of an
author's contribution, or a.,reader:s_critiqu f a4t : o) Loution.
5 A first mRRUrer POFReT§AIPFEY Hpeﬁﬁgé’ute 8?" g?fcgsrr%}lﬁjbu al{%e;rslcs %i"s‘g% on
t he nunber odachi 6ificaaptasaddtef ofhat trdbuticsuicifomsaid inespértiee c/bem.
accounting period. For author i, this nunber is represented as Ti. 10 The
server 2 is also provided with scoring software for presenting a scoring
interface, sPréfetablyeawbenotheorpotaibedorssoans@wtdhry npthe [Audbt &Y

bei ng an assgssment0E -6kl BUALelblRE AU dh M rdiésToEN 15 the

formof an ar?icle. ?n one sinple enbodi nent, this score coqgijses a single
nunmerical ratubgequent| goRtyibpsireg SPPBERHEMI e STYROHIRI bRt i gur ed

to acceply a phygalbbyeoti98P2bALS15URIRH A Rorlrilued by stparate
attribute of a contribution. The user's overall opinion of 20 the quality

of a contri bEPPBRIPYLPEEN derived fromthese multiple attribute scores.
Thus, for a contribution by author i, the score Q is:

Preferably, when said criteria comprise or include said
quantity of accesses (one way for a reader to make a

25 contribution) by a contributor that is a reader of said
electronic publishing environment, said method includes
determining said quantity of said accesses by said reader

of unique contributions.

30 Preferably, when said criteria comprise or include said
quality of assessment of contributions (another way in
which a reader may make a contribution) by reader, said
method includes determining said quality of said assessment
of said contributions.

35
Preferably, the assessment of a respective reader of said



NQ=3 ~qji Nimwhere Nis the nunber of subm ssions by unique readers |
25 within the accounting period (one reader cannot validly submt scores
for an i M@PHH2t han once); and qgji is the score given bPCTSLHRPO198
However, qji conprises the nean of the individual attribute 30 scores
provi ded by reader j. Thus: Mqji= 1 ~cj4 KI M x=i WO 112/50p2 - 10

PCT/ SG0100198 where Mis the nunber of attributes or characteristics cijk
of the contribution of author i that can be eval uated, and each cijk has
val ues ranging from in this exanple, -5 to 5, Fox gxgggle, t$e c7., could
represent | nAORAFibRLiER HepeRgealotafpiirAe rdas hed B Mefr1f 588 ERed"

rating, etc.ghbyihgr sgfamebatrdR@ioncul arrdbatdily sdidkscohatian article
“by author i is inndvative and generally approves of the article but regards
it as poor| ydpEi¥gAchEI™ PeRd ?ﬁlﬁﬁbﬁ&léggf%gft%i %ﬁds%ﬁéaéLiT'S and -2
respectivel ywhé@eByneasdr quefl ifthe theal ideparidsarmmuphoxinitpnofi bhei enocan
*al so be derived fromthe sheer .popul arity. of i byt | based on
the nunbet ofCaBle8YEE3GF et@%hfﬁqﬁﬁ%(ﬁ#)%ﬂ?ﬂ%?gggééa?F %gﬂgy uni que
users, or oncbheribumipiber of subsequent postings, in the sane "thread', in
response to that original contribution, excluding any posted by the
original author him or herself. Thus, figure 2 depicts a typical )

rel at i onshi pPreferebl0 smild inewaxd ¢ a o inanetal orewabfuntBegrhyi £§idi t h

an initial i relati i e LI eade DeiiyBQr from or

Aut hor s ‘b',E5§h¥g% s‘&% ﬁ%%f%%gibn t§$¥%€§§%2 wth itenms 14, 16 and 18
respect iMe| yasHogtated Mitdi said bl shing rRBFHRAPETE e¥eY620PeXdObr
“ctowith itepg 29,and 023 32 IRHALINE| daidhiéwasdt bAr the' basspobds saiiich
item?24 to item 18 by author "d'. The nunber of itens posted in response to
t he ori gi nal *{PCeMe:2 by author “a' (preferably excluding additional
contribution 22 by author "a') is counted and credited as indicative of the

quality of item 30 12, qn the basis that . t ' A Le .
di scussi on oPiﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁﬁﬁéiﬁlﬁa Eﬁﬁﬁﬁéh%ﬁﬁgﬁ%$§%u§ﬁggﬁg,k%ﬁgbﬁ%ggégpg$>such
foll ow ups i t eithotst ants daaddns fhyweoRingDahems | Db = 0, Dc = 2 and Dd

= 1. 35 Each of these neasures of the quality of an author's contribution

is weighted according to the preference of the . L
Alternatively said reward comprises forwarding said items

to a further party, such as another publisher, a funding
agency, or a prize awarding organizationm. Preferably said

20 further party is selected according to said quality of said
items, whereby the greater the quality the more prestigious
the further party.

In one embodiment, said contributor is one of a plurality
25 of like contributors, and the computing means is operable

to calculate a respective reward for each of said

contributors, wherein said rewards are derived from a

reward pool for distribution amongst said contributors.

30 Brief Description of the Drawing
In order that the present invention may be more clearly

ascertained, preferred embodiments will now be described,
by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawing, in which:

35 Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a

system for rewarding contributors to an online forum



WO 02/ ~U7~2 PCT/ SG00/ 00198 - 11 forum In this enbodi nent, the total
quality Ri of an article by author i is deened to be: R = Ti+D +(Q/5)
(Ti +Di ) MOWHEYd2the division by 5 in this exanple is duePCd/SG080H%avi ng
the range of -5 to 5. Consequently the total reward for author i is: WTRi
= ~ R articles where wis the nunber of &ticles contributed by author i.
10 The quality of a reader's contribution or critique (that is, a score
conprising one or nore attribute scores) is determ ned fromhow cl osely the
attribute scores agree with the attribute _scor tted b other readers
of the same aHRFLHE | bP. 2 PTERETERE Gt“i’ “E?S: 523’#1 FUWE nean 15

val ues ofraxﬂyéﬁﬁi¢@pt@n§core are determ ned, and - for any partlcular
"reader and author's cantribution - the de Lture of ea ttr core
fromthe mean score for Hat %t’t?l%u?‘éhassg ea.epfﬁs%h% rtgiwtaqr ds o?%érseaders
are cal cul at;ﬁsisstib]sev:eehatﬂagxshlﬁhbenwnbar miil td. ploudiiteny )pwbl eshed| & Ei
raccessed_by ea r eader . C € an be

cal cul at &d. %ac‘h 72406 c gHﬁi??%? [ nhrk)'g'lrl{o?%ﬁe%g:t %gq:t 3[}9 Ep éi%%ty of
contri butlor!shrenadhe formof accesses) can be neasured, as wel | as the
accuracy of the scores assigned by each reader to each of the articles’
attributes. Each reader can then be remarded on the baS|s of the nunber of
accesses andSE ~ =

critiques dtﬁéibﬁgaeswmétﬂa mer aoeysE@in Wﬁv&df&ﬁ@%ﬁfﬁb@ﬂof@ader
[ durrngothetlrre peri od, a score Al WO 02h07, 12 %].cul te as

fol | ows101~ 4o pn=oRline _foypm. aepprélegltecﬁeeﬁﬁ%% %r%? PR €Tt he

feedback or ekerEri¥ss i.ﬁvélht:ﬁ.bh%.ﬁcﬂ.uﬂfesBaarseaﬁtelea dr;nm@@ld@dl i, and
each respective, termi

in th su. tion _exists,onl der ssessed and
provi ded a s‘&%‘?’e‘“?‘égiﬁt Eei gBFe" egnek t&he tsr X sye ﬁajp% $e§§
attributes Jomilﬁéefarﬁincéﬁvhebngeassessmlx:.cﬂndlsﬂe(rs:rqnmseheccpmmtea‘aue of

attribute | a%gdaga %I cuI ar g]rsttt[ %t:eéml%el ng, ?c%sh qﬂlﬂ‘% ded pyeall

readers, cal C@HdPs € rel evan
15 forum Each user can also access and thereby read or score

any posted contribution.

In the preferred embodiment, each user must log into the
server 2 before he or she can post contributions or read

20 (and subsequently score) posted items, by providing a
username and password (obtained when first logging in).
This is principally so that the server 2 can eliminate
repeat accesses or scorings by a single user, which could
be used to distort or manipulate - deliberately or

25 inadvertently - the determination of the quality of a
contribution (whether derived from reader scores or
contribution popularity). The use of usernames and
passwords also generally increases the security of the
gerver 2. It may be deemed satisfactory, in some

30 embodiments, to employ cookies or the like to discriminate
between users, despite the inability of many of such
mechanisms to discriminate between different users on the

one computer.

35 In order to determine the quantity of contributions, the

gserver 2 is configured to maintain records of the number of



A total score TAl (for all articles accessed by reader i in 15 the

accounting period) is then calculated: P TAl = ~ A articles Were is the
total nure@m2/8¥74articl es accessed within the rel evant accd’lﬁfﬁfsq\’@’%@gl od by
reader i. 20 Thus in this enbodinent, the nore attributes the reader
assesses and for which reader i inputs a-skore, the greater that reader's

Al for that article as, if reader i chooses not to provide feedback on an
attribute he or she is less one termin the fornula for Al. Also, the

closer the 25 feedback on attripute s fo an_val
A and readelcoPtFé?éi Jd:eg"?%aﬁb SAPI+or P hat aP%HOFeorT (a%trﬁé

nunber of "r gadehaOiid ThRRiofwrof &ﬁd%uth@ahs beoB0ribhtdbat ed arna;dm: s

"basi s of the nunber, of ticles .accesse i EQ gyaher of
articles scoraé’&’eﬁflrngac?g gn ajihion) 507° d,tgﬁllﬂ,‘ig{jgﬁ O% d Ed n‘%

PCT/ SG00/ 001%F it ithes e f &t et honss aq:entepb‘atedneach accounti ng peri od,
‘and 5 rewards are distributed simlarly each accounting period. Wen the

quality and quantity or all contributions by authors and readers has been
det er mi ned, @orﬂlmsbumastmee o vihel cauatiby dPhgRp. aRkBOY SaCORHIHOUFISM i ty

of items 10 gontfluy r?@ﬁ%efa&fh@ﬁlgﬁer gadekkest B«z gheat er the

reward for that user; S|m reater the guallt ite

contri buted, W@M@ntﬁb'f*%/aﬁae ITﬁ%eY%%rﬁc gHRE Eeﬁ& r &P% or ns,

but will gengpallor CONPIR S PbbEF IBNE¥pPEesEREE@Naki TA.. ~Recognition' in
the case of 15 author's’ contributions corrprl ses forwarding a copy of the

contributfon to a choice of relevant authorities, organizations or persons.
These organi zald Qervigit e, ales prevpied wibhr s¢peisiohlsp fteeae for

restigi ous ublishers, comm{tees : vern t r t hat
(F:)on5| dgr 20) IR%%V%&SS?%’P?%& '\ﬁﬁ?gag? grslgzgisia%orapgﬁ\é%tseg §¥ users who

have i ndi cat efbngpuisst raaa.t o6l ecei fe tar beputcanscpbeti Hednd@dh as by
email. Further, the gualily ug bo ut, the
basis of numfdt% oﬁ’ﬂ%q'1 48 lc?l c28u8 &E %ggeéﬁgﬁﬁ.'t Bfo% SRR

ccesses r éaders can be forvvarded 25
with thal5conthe bigsmnof Regoantitbe. cafnapse ééﬁ@lﬁr Gﬁ\b%“}%'bd:t % he

readers and AUl ot ek 08 UhnUlEobE- L E4A! R edil MU Al a @ 1 X0

proportion of net |1 nConme pool of the forum der ved from
sal es, 30 adm&ﬁesn'!rﬁg'-i emeodigentn shepgerveE Acddufcmtd d° BRFeRE 1y

a day or a week)iSa1h vy dSE 28PRYSteCABbERBYL eaahae@arawm t tah@é:pﬂ‘atéy

and quality of their contributions, The ser 2 1s confl ¢
aut onat i cal | y2eekhuteeh %oﬁ?’r‘FBﬁPBFlgnnon*ﬁﬁt BFeFafk °X eg: J% O\H:'tnf%qrh

appropri ape rey@rgua®lty hefeadcohtihbusionuisi shepedeadved from these

multiple attribute scores.

Thus, for a contribution by author i, the score Qi is:

iy
NS
where N is the number of submissions by unique readers j
25 within the accounting period (one reader cannot validly

submit scores for an item more than once); and

gji is the score given by reader j.

However, qji comprises the mean of the individual attribute

30 scores provided by reader j. Thus:

1 M
qji=Echik

k=1



WO 02/5U7.12 - 14 PCT/ SGL10/00198 If, for exanple, the total revenue far a
particul ar accounting period is X, and it is decided to distribute 30% of
that revé¥Q82/fW42 he readers and 40%to the authors, each PEXHEPORBY| d
receive: 0.3xXxPi/~Pi 5 where Pi is the nunber of accumnul ated points (of

RRi above) for the accounting period for ¥@ader i. Each author j would
receive: 0.4xXxPj/~Pj i where Pj is the nunber of accunul ated points (of
TR} above) 10 for the accounti ng period for author j. l\/bdifications vvithi n

the spirit and scope, hel entiqn ereadlly effected. b
skilled in tHRe%e (" H" F eﬁnﬂg #%‘&% S8 For g RFar e HT J‘asr'lveni’l on
is not 15 | |ds1ftﬂdet@ohhelbatﬁ.bnub&r aethodi e nths tdesar Ihmcbmlum’yeabf axdnpl e

“her ei nabove. dustr I '}gggl L, %l};gm%r}%%?oq_rpq% o Of gh

present i nve?ﬁ? :b? OVI Gs&f benef | t in
t he operati oh. anﬂox:oe\icamplef, thei gd fcondds repvre stink rwmv@ihl@m: i @Eone

"derived &r Or%éll['?r%f Boagf 345 R gl OLYMB (AN i S NEa @Ingyabeat i on

of material oruns. ~These effects can be used to prompte the
use and succkfs &rZSXQEEﬁeioﬁuﬁﬁrt&ﬁ@ltaﬁer(ﬁ@@é?ﬂhé’ch’dﬁ‘%ft%?e‘f‘?al post ed

thereto. VW) 024 PO PRy Pahik RS- 19/ legﬁnbvkilvwﬁr@—@é\ﬁzgﬁﬂ?' aﬂgpifdsEes of
| NVENTI ON ARE AS FO_%'N\S A net hod of revvarqé, a contri butor
(v

contributi ngt%eaEFlﬁi)?ebHGhFPgﬁﬁfilsoH{r B8 Bt i SHER eﬁ 3

envi ronment ,mLORPr +atB8Yc1¢akoubatl @3 as’ @jand and wlfbm&timw t hat
depends _on one or nore criteria selected fromthe group conprising the
quanti t§oof said contributions and the quality of each of said
contributi ons.mdfs@relofiethed gaaldlcy wd ann atitdion’ls adrereibytivencaai d

cai d et hod THES (IS IHBLERt Atay St shiske eEAfhtle P F LRELT! butlons
contri buti onsontribution, based on the number of accesses of the
contribution, either overall or by unique users, or on the
15 number of subsequent postings, in the same ‘thread’, in
response to that original contribution, excluding any

posted by the original author him- oxr herself.

Thus, figure 2 depicts a typical relationship between

20 multiple items 10 posted to a forum beginning with an
initial item 12 relating to a new topic or thread by author
‘a’. Authors ‘b’, ‘¢’ and ‘d’ may respond to item 12 with
items 14, 16 and 18 respectively. Next, authors ‘e’ and
‘a’ may respond to item 16 of author ‘¢’ with items 20 and

25 22 respectively, while author ‘£’ responds with item 24 to
item 18 by author ‘d’. The number of items posted in
response to the original item 12 by author ‘a‘’ (preferably
excluding additional contribution 22 by author ‘a’) is
counted and credited as indicative of the quality of item

30 12, on the basis that the better the item, the more
discussion or responses will be generated. For author i,
the number of such follow up items is terms Di. In figure
2, Da =5, Db = 0, Dc = 2 and Dd = 1.

35 Each of these measures of the quality of an author’s

contribution is weighted according to the preference of the



15 3. Anmethod as clainmed in either claiml or 2, wherein, when said
criteria conprise or include said quantity of said contributions, said

met hod i meOwldw4ziet ermining sai d quantity of said contri bRCTEEHOOPY8 4, A
met hod as clained in any one of the preceding clains, including providing
said reward, or initiating the provision qfit said reward. 25 5. A nethod as
clainmed in any one of the preceding clains, wherein the quality of a
respective contribution depends on the nunmber of accesses of said
respective contribution by readers, 30 6. A nethod as claimed in claims5,
wher ei n sai d fmser ' Imcehs cambediperbs BhAuRBERLoAAddEYs S lﬂ} G que

readers, wherghy; one i} JuthsP! £ PECESSREALYoaBY reader is used in ’
‘deternlnlng sald'remard 35 7. A nethod as clainmed in any one of the

precedi ng cl ai ms, wherein, when sald contributor is an author, the quality
of WD 02/50p2 - 16 PCHiSﬁDDMGG&Q&(Ql#ééﬁébthﬂe)é@ntr|butlon depends on a
score derived fromreader scoring of said respective contrlbutlon 8. A
method as clainmed in claim?7, wherein sald score ig 5 .derj 3:fron1a

plurality of whenda tihe dtoietonByi deinpihdfe srmRiPe 1 Wheét eby each

of said readg{si s—ggr@ﬁe epag®fof psuEalsty of attributes of said respective
contri bution. A nethod as clainmed in any one of the precedi ng clains,

wher ei n, when sald contributor is an author, the quality of a respective
ContributiOnGﬁﬁxﬁqhentuiFEhQUﬂbEalofewabdeﬁuenau¢MMMﬂﬂnﬁdxww comment i ng
on or responding to said respective contribution and contributed by ot her
15 contributors. 10. A nethod as clalnsf in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said contributi oRR&& Bds a record indicating that a
reader has accessed a previously conﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁted 20 contribution, so that said
reader' s accegdsims waisl pheviombey ofnarthales comtziibmtiash hypmsthex ek- a
contribution contributed by said reader, and scoring said previously

contributed contribution constitutes an additional contributjion c trlbuted
by said I':L@adé!'he Zality abtacueades! gi AEBLFAPREH OB OO R Broc

clainms, wherejif. yhgh,sal éoﬁﬁﬂiéhhgt ehel srambead@r tar Kiftd ls:ccy:dfus)prﬂsu des a
contrlbutlon that is a_critical g previq t%Ucontrlbuted i
contri buti on,deFrRrEiRedt from §Bwtﬁ opg He&%iev@t(‘? r#ﬁ”i 5 e JEHLE® ohh )
the proxim tytlQé SetFiwvatéi sabresoiapuetedebyeathelr akhdears ofrichey sdme
critical scores of, saigd u contributed _contrli 323 1
met hod as cl a?%ﬁr#hu‘éﬁ?gmekgf E{"ée eQ&dP Ry EPESRE “P\%}nﬂ %Er:. Sal ?élward
is a finasci aralwyarsif dbehehytrlbute score are determined, and - for
any particular reader and author’s contribution - the
departure of each attribute score from the mean score for

that attribute assessed.

20 The rewards of readers are calculated in several ways. The
number (i.e. quantity) of articles Ei accessed by each
reader i during a particular accounting period can be

calculated.

25 Each reader’s effort in participating (i.e. quantity of
contributions in the form of accesses) can be measured, as
well as the accuracy of the scores assigned by each reader
to each of the articles’ attributes. Each reader can then
be rewarded on the basis of the number of accesses and

30 quality of his or her contributions in the form of
critiques during the accounting period. For each article

accessed by reader i during the time period, a score Ai is



WO U2/5072 - 17 PCT/ SQ00/ 011198 said nmethod includes determ ning incone
derived fromor associated with said publishing environnment over a period
of time, WOG2Z88H2rm ning said reward on the basis of saidPCTEGHE008813. A
method as clained in any one of clains 1 to 11, wherein said reward
conprises forwarding said contributions-te2a-further party, such as another
publisher, a funding agency, or a prize awardi ng organi zation. 10 14. A

met hod as clainmed in claim13, wherein said further party is selected
according to at least the quality of said contributions, whereby the
greater the q&ébuﬂ?tﬁﬁeam(r}f@lﬂ%ﬂ gious the further party. 15 15. A nethod
as clainmed in any one of clains 1 to 11, wherein said reward conpri ses
"scoring each of said contributors in the forum 20 16. A nethod as cl ai ned
in any one of the preceding g,[ia_L_ﬂ:e Wereiln said contributor is one of a
plurality of like contributors, C p_agg)‘ioplli ncl udes calculating a
‘respective reward for each of said éontributors, wherein said rewards are
derived froma reward pool for 25 distribution anongst said contri butors.
17. A net hodwRere! aifeds Rhanftbatk tdie gu@eedihgen| 86 nat twhbutien jsaifd
contributor is an _aut h%r. ind sai_d _contr.i but icgn ist?an artigleé genggg% of
criticism a lett8P 30E4FLE PYsf % ¢ rafEarFie? tomTrbutTon. ~PAn
apparatus for rewahéi sgmmatdon idxitsdirs amlgne HDrrewder conéssbasednend

conpri sing: conputing. n fi le.to 35 calculate a reward
for said contri bng?gtlg%t% %e%g% s?gc%q:gr?g{toxﬁﬁﬁit)% titeria selected fromthe
group conpriki hg the tow@l0ERsx -of PpofdhlBepatovibetgaant PEy the said

contributions and,ihe guakidihedla Rk, sald contributions.

10 crj is the mean value of attribute j for the particular

article being assessed provided by all readers,

calculated at the end of the relevant period.

A total score TAi (for all articles accessed by reader i in

15 the accounting period) is then calculated:

TAi= Zp:Ai

articles

where p is the total number of articles accessed within the

relevant accounting period by reader i.

20 Thus in this embodiment, the more attributes the reader
assesses and for which reader i inputs a score, the greater
that reader’s Ai for that article as, if reader i chooses
not to provide feedback on an attribute he or she is less
one term in the formula for Ai. Also, the closer the

25 feedback on attribute j is to mean wvalue crj, the greater
is Ai and reader i receives a greater score Ai for that

article.

Thus, the number of “reader points” RRi for reader i can be
30 calculated on the basis of the number of articles accessed

by reader i and the number of articles scored by reader i



19. An apparatus as clainmed in claim218, wherein, when 5 said criteria
conprise or include said quality of each of said contributions, said
conput i ngvee2AfM¥42 s configured or operable to receive or c&ZCTPAI/BONY| ues

i ndicative of the quality of each of said contributions, to thereby
determ ne said quality and cal cul ate said{reward. 10 20. An apparatus as
claimed in either claim18 or 19, wherein, when said criteria conprise or

i nclude said quantity of said contributions, said conmputing neans is
configured or operable to receive or calculate values 15 indicative of said
quantity of aai:d contributions. 21. An apparatus as claimed in any one of
clains 18 to 20, wherein said co ting.reans, i ncl udes means for providing
"said reward, or initiating the provision o sald reward. 20 22. An
apparatus as clainmed in any one of clains 18 to 21, wherein the quality of

each of sai dygaRLr Yt ARS depends %ﬁé@té‘&'”@&éh%cé&ﬁﬁéiﬁé pbresal aha

"sai d respectlve contri butions by readers. . An apparatus as clainmed in
claln12255mh@ﬁyﬁﬁd§mQEQHﬁﬁﬁ§r%hﬂﬁﬁéxﬁ#@%%&ﬁl%e%a%hn%ﬁﬁ@PnEancE§§§€§ by
uni que readers. whereby one of nultiple accesses by any reader is used in
determ ning said reward. 30 24. An apparatus as_clained in any one of
clains 18 toWhken wier duslitermnshiqranit ey ok o2 1] scantabPREECRENEYqual ity

of a respect Loy ralntaﬂx'éa”aéi%oqmﬂss wébﬁ EEOELmIREAY eHohE@RbLEBERN ag@Or i NY
of said respectlve contribution. An apparatus as clainmed in claim
?ﬁﬁ/%ﬁiiﬁ

24, wherein §sWardedpagsexsirgl !H) 198 SEBRBREEEYRE ¢£6™Fr om a
pl uralityp of c3hlchiite s B &5 dHawVi d@dtmyro&e BéaderE, I eRdegeeavioer ehy each
of said readers scores each of a plurs %4$% ttrlbuées g% saldlrgyp %tlve
contri buti on¥eWazgl IR R aSHT REng* BRESHr “BPaIRE-18Y: 652

wher ei n, mheat&mgddamﬁﬁwﬁuﬁeﬂ,|ﬁhéugfnntmm théerquardty mhearewapécbame

contrlbutlon ends _on the er of i€ buti.gn g
on or respon&?% anfﬂtkéié’ espec |J§ﬁ%§§ b%%?%%gg%g ¢ on gg%@;&n

ot her contr|hu&mwschleo@gnﬂqmnnme Egcqga;hednfnianyheneaéﬁ GEalns 18 to
26, mhth a0 &GS | S fléééCf&@@a?&?ﬁbdgscap%5of the
contri buti on conprising cr|t I ca score revi ous contr1buted

cont ri but i ongconfte idawtidiany tf QxﬂhP#Qﬁxﬁit¥©beE%hFr?BEFPﬁhtééﬁends on an the

proxim ty of %@ailczrattf&@. SEP&rdshd he rﬁﬁeaeo&ga;hzaelangrﬁaghefb
critical scoreS of said previously contributed contribution

appar atus as feraiefEanle aftinre @oxsHHE @BI?OPQ?St%ﬁéPEPh E&P&lﬁéﬁﬁﬁd i's

a financi al E%wlttté&herﬁ?bxfé&rdn&m abHSpisvaper abtRatoceakseaekne i ncone

deri ved fron1 r associ at aid i shin enV|ronnen over a eriod
1%terary wo or t e a aré P gl &15% u%ers

zZes, Or
who have indicated a desire to receive the best
contributions, such as by email. Further, the quality of
an author’s contribution, assessed on the basis of number
of accesses, readers’ scores, or both, can be forwarded

25 with that contribution. Recognition can also come from

scoring both the readers and authors in the forum.

When the rewards are monetary, a fixed proportion of the
profit or net income pool of the forum (derived from sales,
30 advertising, etc. within a specific accounting period,
typically a day or a week) is divided amongst contributors
according to the quantity and quality of their
contributions. The server 2 is configured to automatically
credit each contributor’s nominated bank account with the

35 appropriate reward, at the end of the accounting period.



25 of tinme, and to determne said reward on the basis of said inconme. 29.
An apparatus as clained in any one of clains 18 to 27, wherein said reward
conpri sesVO ORI ng said contributions 30 to a further p&RCIHBGOLINAS as
anot her publisher, a funding agency, or a prize awardi ng organi zation. 30.
An apparatus as clainmed in any one of cla4s-18 to 27, wherein said reward
conprises recognition fromscoring said 35 contributor. WO 02h072 - 20
PCT/ S&00/ 00198 31. An apparatus as clainmed in any one of clains 18 to 30,
wherein said contributor is one of a plurality of Iike contributors, and
sai d conputln@,nﬁ@msexsmpberabhe totedl cevenuen farsFe@aNELFEWF d for each

of said 5 Conééé&)z?{?ﬁ% LDELET D52l dabanands Aigediilde ol T o Aiberar sogool
“for distribution anon ? sal contfibutors. 32. A nethod of remardlngagh

contri but or ¢brthaki ngveneeoronbhe §GH§PF§UPP§h§Qﬁ3§81%ﬂ%xﬂ??ﬁﬁ%ﬁ'

publ i shi ng gp% L EOPNENL 118 £@BRALS:Ng: calculating a reward for said
*contri but or at depends on one or nore criteria selected fromthe group
conprising the quantity of said contrlbutl and the quality of said
contributions. 15 33. A nethod a8-3K& ¥Bd/is %t ai m 32, wherein, when said
contributor is a reader, accessing a preV|oﬁst contrlbuted contribution
constitutes a contribution, so that the quantity of contributions equals or

i ncl udes the, gé'P@ehOi 20nRr BkinBUs! %fcg@fdma%@%mwt(@ﬂsnmcssseé)by
sai d reader. ﬁ i

as clainmed in claim32, V\her%ﬁ% eh said
contri but or f@rathéaﬂ@?°“§€é§§sPﬁglgdpFQF(ﬁﬁﬁ 4T dnt r i PS8R RBnd ri buti on
constitutes GogPat £bHieR, scoring a previously contributed contribution
constitutes a contribution, or both accessing and scoring a previously
contributed contribution constitgtgsaspntyiggution. 30 35. A conputer
provided with or running a conputer prograffencodi ng the method of

rewardi ng a contribut or cordi t o any. qne of C TpRE 34.
36. A conput¥PeFgatlani-& ggﬁr&&@g%rdl§;%éwnn EAiggghé% g%%pu?érgﬁ?gggam
enbodyi n@ t h€éopethedaotouatdind perdocbriion tamzhmac:l:or ding to any one of

clains 1 to 17 or 32 to 34.

AY3. Al r. AY_. AY% AYr. Al % AY9. AL T L. A" . AY!I'r. As. AL. A&E. Ae. AL& Al % Al . Al L Al . ALO
fqrSAD ?wW HModifications within the spirit and scope of the invention

} xrmhb] WJ Cains? %al:%?cﬁia..]yc sdlrelier] 31 Qﬁiaé‘@léaaipﬂ&alﬁakﬁal&ﬁal cakcakcal

ca]ca]ca]ca]ca a cTa ca cal ca a
o be understoo erefore, that this invention is not

15 limited to the partlcular embodiments described by way of

example hereinabove.

Industrial Applicability

The method and apparatus of the present invention provide a
20 useful commercial and technical benefit in the operation

and control of online forums, the distribution of income

derived from the operation of such forums and the

publishing or evaluation of material posted to such forums.

These effects can be used to promote the use and success of
265 such forums, and the dissemination of material posted

thereto.
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6. A method az claimed in claim 5, wherein said number

accesses comprises a number of accesses by unique readers,

whereby one of multiple accesses by any reader is used in

determining said reward.

35 7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,

wherein, when said contributor is an author, the quality of
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a respective contribution depends on the number of
subsequent contributions commenting on or responding to
said respective contribution and contributed by other

15 contributors.

10. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
wherein said contribution comprises a record indicating
that a reader has accessed a previously contributed

20 contribution, so that said reader’s accessing said
previously contributed contribution constitutes a
contribution contributed by said reader, and scoring said
previously contributed contribution constitutes an
additional contribution contributed by said reader.

25
11. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein, when said contributor is a reader or
critic who provides a contribution that is a critical score
for a previously contributed contribution, the quality of

30 the respective contribution depends on an the proximity of
said critical score to the mean of all, or a group of,
critical scores of said previously contributed

contribution.

35 12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding

claims, wherein said reward is a financial reward, whereby
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13. A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11,
wherein said reward comprises forwarding said contributions
to a further party, such as another publisher, a funding

agency, or a prize awarding organization.

10
14. A method as claimed in claim 13, wherein said further
party is selected according to at least the quality of said
contributions, whereby the greater the quality the more
prestigious the further party.

15

15. A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11,
wherein said reward comprises scoring each of said

contributors in the forum.

20 16. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said contributor is one of a plurality of
like contributors, and said method includes calculating a
respective reward for each of said contributors, wherein
said rewards are derived from a reward pool for

25 distribution amongst said contributors.

17. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein said contributor is an author and said
contribution is an article, a piece of criticism, a letter

30 or a response to an earlier contribution.

18. An apparatus for rewarding a contributor of one or
more contributions, comprising:
computing means configured or operable to
35 calculate a reward for said contributor that depends on one

or more criteria selected from the group comprising the
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operable to receive or calculate values indicative of the
quality of each of said contributions, to thereby determine
said quality and calculate said reward.

10
20. An apparatus as claimed in either claim 18 or 19,
wherein, when said criteria comprise or include said
quantity of said contributions, said computing means is
configured or operable to receive or calculate values

15 indicative of said quantity of said contributions.

21. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 20,
wherein said computing means includes means for providing
said reward, or initiating the provision of said reward.

20
22. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 21,
wherein the quality of each of said contributions depends
on the number of accesses of each of said respective
contributions by readers.

25
23. An apparatus as claimed in claim 22, wherein said
number accesses comprises a number of accesses by unique
readers, whereby one of multiple accesses by any reader is
used in determining said reward.

30
24. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 23,
wherein, when said contributor is an author, the quality of
a respective contribution depends on a score derived from
reader scoring of said respective contribution.

35

25. An apparatus as claimed in claim 24, wherein said
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10 said respective contribution and contributed by other

contributors.

27. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 26,
wherein, when said contributor is a critic who provides a
15 contribution comprising critical score for a previously
contributed contribution, the quality of said respective
contribution depends on an the proximity of said critical
score to the mean of all, or a group of, critical scores of
said previously contributed contribution.
20
28. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 27,
wherein said reward is a financial reward, whereby said
apparatus is operable to determine income derived from or
associated with said publishing environment over a period
25 of time, and to determine said reward on the basis of said

income.

29. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 27,
wherein said reward comprises forwarding said contributions
30 to a further party, such as another publisher, a funding

agency, or a prize awarding organization.

30. An apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 27,
wherein said reward comprises recognition from scoring said

35 contributor.
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calculate a respective reward for each of said
5 contributors, wherein said rewards are derived from a

reward pool for distribution amongst said contributors.

32. A method of rewarding a contributor for making one or
more contributions to an electronic publishing environment,
10 comprising:
| calculating a reward for said contributor that
depends on one or more criteria selected from the group
comprising the quantity of said contributions and the

quality of said contributions.
15

33. A method as claimed in claim 32, wherein, when said

contributor is a reader, accessing a previously contributed

contribution constitutes a contribution, so that the

quantity of contributions equals or includes the number of
20 previously contributed contributions accessed by said

reader.

34. A method as claimed in claim 32, wherein, when said
contributor is a reader, accessing a previously contributed
25 contribution constitutes a contribution, scoring a
previously contributed contribution constitutes a
contribution, or both accessing and scoring a previously

contributed contribution constitutes a contribution.

30 35. A computer provided with or running a computer program
encoding the method of rewarding a contributor according to

any one of claims 1 to 17 or 32 to 34.

36. A computer readable storage medium provided with a

35 computer program embodying the method of rewarding a
contributor according to any one of claims 1 to 17 or 32 to
34.



