


(57) Abstract: A cup is disclosed which includes a sealingly engage- able
lid (10) having a drinking spout (14) located thereon, a tubular pas-
sage(20) formed between inner surface of the lid (10) and/or spout (14) and
a detachable member (18) located on the lid (10), the passage (20) having
one end in communication with the inside of the cup and the other end in
communication with the outside of the spout (14) and being of such a
diameter such that air cannot readilybubble past liquid inside it. When
such a cup is inverted, the head of liquid inside lowers the pressure of
the air above the liquid, and liquid therefore starts to move downwardly
through the passage. This continues until the reduction in air pressure
above the liquid just balances the pressure of the liquid head, when fur-
ther movement of liquid ceases. (The fact that air cannot bubble past the
liquid in the passage ensures that the air pressure is not restored while
the cup is inverted or reclined). Thus the capacity of the passage should
be great enough to contain this amount of liquid without reaching the exit
and therefore spilling.    


