
18 

CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A computer storage medium having computer-executable instructions stored 

thereupon which, when executed by a computer, causes the computer to: 

receive a request for a database object (124), the request comprising a uniform 

resource locator (URL) (120) having a first parameter (302B) identifying a path to a target 

subform control (206) that loads the requested database object (124), a second parameter 

(302D) identifying a name of the database object (124), and a third parameter (302C) 

identifying a type for the database object (124); and 

in response to receiving the request for the database object, identifying the 

database object (124) using the parameters (302A-302C) of the URL (120) and causeing 

the requested database object (124) to be displayed in the subform control; (206) in 

response to the request. 

receive a request to execute a macro action; and 

in response to receiving the request to execute the macro action, update the URL to 

reflect execution of the macro action. 

2. The computer storage medium of claim 1, wherein the URL further comprises a 

fourth parameter identifying a page of the database object that should be made a current 

page. 

3. The computer storage medium of claim 2, wherein the URL further comprises a 

fifth parameter identifying a data mode for the database object. 

4. The computer storage medium of claim 3, wherein the data mode comprises an add 

mode, an edit mode, or a read-only mode. 

5. The computer storage medium of claim 3, wherein the database object comprises a 

database form or a database report, and wherein the third parameter identifies whether the 

database object is a database form or a database report. 

6. The computer storage medium of claim 3, wherein the URL further comprises a 

sixth parameter specifying a where condition for a record source of the database object. 

7. The computer storage medium of claim 3, whereinhaving further computer 

executable instructions stored thereupon which, when executed by the computer, cause the 

computer to: 

receive a request to executethe macro action comprises a macro action for opening 

a form; and 
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the instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer to, in 

response to the receiving the request, update the URL to reflect the execution of the macro 

action, comprise instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer 

to open the form and to update the URL to reflect the opening of the form. 

8. The computer storage medium of claim 3, whereinhaving further computer 

executable instructions stored thereupon which, when executed by the computer, cause the 

computer to: 

receive a request to executethe macro action comprises a macro action forto 

opening a report; and 

the instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer to, in 

response to the receiving the request, update the URL to reflect the execution of the macro 

action, comprise instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the 

computerto open the report and to update the URL to reflect the opening of the report. 

9. The computer storage medium of claim 3, whereinhaving further computer 

executable instructions stored thereupon which, when executed by the computer, cause the 

computer to: 

receive a request to executethe macro action comprises a macro action for showing 

a record; and 

the instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer to, in 

response to the receiving the request, update the URL to reflect the execution of the macro 

action, comprise instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the 

computerto cause the record to be displayed and to update the URL to reflect the 

displaying of the record. 

10. The computer storage medium of claim 3, whereinhaving further computer 

executable instructions stored thereupon which, when executed by the computer, cause the 

computer to: 

receive a request to executethe macro action comprises a macro action for 

browsing to a database object in-place; and 

the instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer to, in 

response to the receiving the request, update the URL to reflect the execution of the macro 

action, comprise instructions which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer 

to cause the database object to be displayed in-place and to update the URL to reflect the 

displaying of the database object in-place. 
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11. The computer storage medium of claim 3, having further computer executable 

instructions stored thereupon which, when executed by the computer, cause the computer 

to: 

receive a request from a user interface control to display a database object; and 

in response to the receiving the request from the user interface control, to cause the 

database object to be displayed and to update the URL to reflect the displaying of the 

database object. 

12. The computer storage medium of claim 11, wherein the user interface control 

comprises a navigation control. 

13. A computer-implemented method for displaying a database object in-place, the 

method comprising performing computer-implemented operations for: 

receiving a request to execute a macro action for displaying a database object (124) 

in-place, the request comprising a uniform resource locator (URL)including having a first 

parameter identifying a path to a target subform control (206) that loads the requested 

database object (124), a second parameter identifying a name of the database object (124), 

and a third parameter identifying a type for the database object (124); and 

in response to receiving the request for the database object, identifying the 

database object (124) using parameters, and causing the requested database object (124) to 

be displayed in-place in the subform control, (206) in response to the request and updating 

the URL to reflect the displaying of the database object. 

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 13, wherein the request to display the 

database object in-place comprises a request to execute a macro action for displaying a 

database object in-place. 

1415. The computer-implemented method of claim 1314, wherein the request further 

comprises a fourth parameter identifying a page of the database object that should be made 

a current page when the database object is displayed in-place in the subform control. 

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 14, wherein the request further 

comprises a fifth parameter identifying a data mode for the database object. 

16. The computer-implemented method of claim 15, wherein the data mode comprises 

an add mode, an edit mode, or a read-only mode. 

17. The computer-implemented method of claim 16, wherein the database object 

comprises a database form or a database report, and wherein the third parameter identifies 

whether the database object is a database form or a database report. 
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18. The computer-implemented method of claim 17, wherein the request further 

comprises a sixth parameter specifying a where condition for a record source of the 

database object. 

19. A computer system, comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory in communication with the processor, the memory comprising 

instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to 

receive a request for a database object, the request comprising a uniform 

resource locator (URL) having a first parameter identifying a path to a target subform 

control that loads the requested database object, a second parameter identifying a name of 

the database object, and a third parameter identifying a type for the database object, 

in response to receiving the request for the database object, identify the 

database object using the parameters of the URL and cause the requested database object 

to be displayed in the subform control; 

receive a request to execute a macro action; and 

in response to receiving the request to execute the macro action, update the 

URL to reflect execution of the macro action. 

20. The computer system of claim 19, wherein: 

the macro action comprises a macro action for opening a form, a macro action for 

opening a report, a macro action for showing a record, or a macro action for browsing to a 

database object in-place; and 

the instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor to, in 

response to receiving the request, update the URL to reflect the execution of the macro 

action, comprise instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor 

to  

if the macro action comprises the macro action for opening the form, 

update the URL to reflect opening of the form, 

if the macro action comprises the macro action for opening the report, 

update the URL to reflect opening of the report, 

if the macro action comprises the macro action for showing the record, 

update the URL to reflect showing the record, and 

if the macro action comprises the macro action for browsing to the database 

object in-place, update the URL to reflect displaying of the database object in-place. 

 




