ABSTRACT When the same object appearing in a noving
picture is divided into a plurality of itens of data
(access units), search results using neta data is
easily displayed. A neta data streamincludes two or
nore access units AUs having an object-id for

speci fying whether or not objeg¢ts designated by

obj ect region data in two accesS units AUs are
semantically identical, and an object_subid for

speci fyi ng whether or not,the o?jgcg ke ion data in
the two access units AUs are éa a on the same scene.
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access units AUs having an object id for specifying
whether or not objects designated by object region data
in two access units AUs are semantically identical,

and an object subid for specifying whether or not the
object region data in the two access units AUs are data
on the same scene. From the meta data stream, one of

a plurality of access units AUs is selected {S8200 or
S8206), the access units being determined to be the
same objects by the object id and being determined

to be the same scene by the object subid (S8203),

and the selected access unit AU is used to search for

an object (58201).




