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CLAIMS 

1. A method for producing a plurality of blanks from a continuous strip of ma 	ial, the 

method comprising the steps of: 

5 providing a continuous strip of material having a plurality of cut-outs spaced along a 

longitudinal direction of the strip; and 

cutting the continuous strip along a plurality of cut lines to form the, aurality of blanks, 

wherein each cut line comprises a straight transverse section and a cu 	d section; 

wherein: the cut lines are spaced along the longitudinal direction of the strip, each cut 

10 line intersects a respective cut-out in the strip in the curved sectior'of the cut line, and each 

cut line together with its respective intersected cut-out correspo, ds to an edge of one of the 

plurality of blanks. 

2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of forming the plurality of 

15 cut-outs in the continuous strip of material. 

3. A method according to claim 1 or claim 	wherein each of the plurality of cut lines, 

with its respective intersected cut-out, corresp 	ds to a first edge of the blank on one side of 

the cut line and a second edge, opposite th 	fi st edge, of the blank on the other side of the 

20 cut line. 

4. A method according to any preceding claim, further comprising the step of selecting a 

combination of cut line shape, cu 	t shape, and cut-out to cut line orientation, such that the 

edge of the at least one of the pl, rality of blanks comprises an undercut recess. 

25 

5. A method accordin 	o any preceding claim, further comprising, after the step of 

cutting the continuous s r 	the step of separating the blanks in the longitudinal direction of 

the strip. 

30 6. A method 	ccording to any preceding claim, wherein each of the plurality of cut-outs 

in the continuo 	strip of material are the same shape. 

7. A 	rethod according to any preceding claim, wherein each of the plurality of cut-outs 

in the c 	tinuous strip of material is fully enclosed by the material. 

35 

8. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein the continuous strip of material 
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the strip, the additional plurality of cut-outs being spaced from the plurality of cut-out;'.long 

a transverse direction of the continuous strip. 

9. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein the longitudinal spacing of the 

5 plurality of cut lines is the same as the longitudinal spacing of the plur 	y of cut-outs. 

10. A method according to any preceding claim, further co 	prising the step of using the 

plurality of blanks in packaging for consumer goods. 

10 11. A blank formed according to the method of 	y preceding claim. 

12. A container for consumer goods, 	- container comprising an inner frame formed 

from a blank formed according to the m 	od of any of claims 1 to 10. 

15 13. A continuous strip of m 	rial for forming a plurality blanks for use in packaging for 

consumer goods, wherein 	r - continuous strip of material comprises a plurality of cut-outs 

spaced along a longitudi , al direction of the strip. 

14. A contin 	us strip of material according to claim 12, wherein each of the plurality of 

20 cut-outs in t 	continuous strip of material are the same shape. 

15. continuous strip of material according to claim 13 or claim 14, further comprising an 

..,ditional 	plurality 	of cut-outs 	spaced 	along 	the 	longitudinal 	direction 	of the strip, 	the 

additional plurality of cut-outs being spaced from the plurality of cut-outs along a transverse 

	elk: ction-of-the-Ger4inueu€,-stfija. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A method for producing a plurality of blanks from a continuous strip of material, the 

method comprising the steps of: 

5 providing a continuous strip of material having a plurality of cut-outs spaced along a 

longitudinal direction of the strip; and 

cutting the continuous strip along a plurality of cut lines to form the plurality of blanks, 

wherein each cut line comprises a straight transverse section and a curved section; 

wherein: the cut lines are spaced along the longitudinal direction of the strip, each cut 

10 line intersects a respective cut-out in the strip in the curved section of the cut line, and each 

cut line together with its respective intersected cut-out corresponds to an edge of one of the 

plurality of blanks 

wherein the method further comprises the step of selecting a combination of cut line 

shape, cut-out shape, and cut-out to cut line orientation, such that the edge of the at least 

15 one of the plurality of blanks comprises an undercut recess. 

2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising the step of forming the plurality of 

cut-outs in the continuous strip of material. 

20 3. A method according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein each of the plurality of cut lines, 

with its respective intersected cut-out, corresponds to a first edge of the blank on one side of 

the cut line and a second edge, opposite the first edge, of the blank on the other side of the 

cut line. 

25 4. A method according to any preceding claim, further comprising, after the step of 

cutting the continuous strip, the step of separating the blanks in the longitudinal direction of 

the strip. 

5. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein each of the plurality of cut-outs 

30 in the continuous strip of material are the same shape. 

6. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein each of the plurality of cut-outs 

in the continuous strip of material is fully enclosed by the material. 

35 7. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein the continuous strip of material 

is provided with an additional plurality of cut-outs spaced along the longitudinal direction of 
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the strip, the additional plurality of cut-outs being spaced from the plurality of cut-outs along 

a transverse direction of the continuous strip. 

8. A method according to any preceding claim, wherein the longitudinal spacing of the 

5 plurality of cut lines is the same as the longitudinal spacing of the plurality of cut-outs. 

9. A method according to any preceding claim, further comprising the step of using the 

plurality of blanks in packaging for consumer goods. 

10 10. A blank formed according to the method of any preceding claim. 

11. A container for consumer goods, the container comprising an inner frame formed 

from a blank formed according to the method of any of claims 1 to 9. 

15 12. A continuous strip of material for forming a plurality blanks for use in packaging for 

consumer goods, wherein the continuous strip of material comprises a plurality of cut-outs 

spaced along a longitudinal direction of the strip. 

13. A continuous strip of material according to claim 11, wherein each of the plurality of 

20 cut-outs in the continuous strip of material are the same shape. 

14. A continuous strip of material according to claim 12 or claim 13, further comprising an 

additional 	plurality 	of cut-outs 	spaced 	along 	the 	longitudinal 	direction 	of the 	strip, 	the 

additional plurality of cut-outs being spaced from the plurality of cut-outs along a transverse 

25 direction of the continuous strip. 


