METHOD OF PROCESSI NG WORKPI ECE

ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE
A net hod of processing a workpiece includes a
thernosetting step of heating an area of an expandabl e
sheet around a workpiece to a predeterm ned tenperature
or higher and thereafter cooling the heated area of the
expandabl e sheet to nake the area harder than before the
area has been heated, and after the thernosetting step,
an expandi ng step of expanding the area of the expandabl e
sheet around the workpiece in planar directions to divide
the workpiece into chips or to increase distances between

t he adj acent chi ps.
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