
CONTACT RECORDING DISK FILE AND HEAD ASSEMBLY FOR USE THEREIN         A
contact recording disk file uses an integrated head-suspension assembly
having a head carrier with a dual-layer wear pad for contacting the disk
during read and write operations. The outer wear layer of the pad is
relatively soft and wear prone compared to a harder and more wear-
resistant inner layer. The outer wear layer wears away at a relatively
rapid rate during initial wear-in of the head carrier. In this manner the
head pole pieces, which extend into the wear pad, are rapidly put into
contact with the disk, thereby compensating for initial misalignment of the
wear pad with the surface of the disk. The inner wear layer then provides
wear resistance over the life of the disk file. In the preferred
embodiment, both the outer and inner wear layers are formed of essentially
amorphous carbon doped with different amounts of hydrogen.    


