ABSTRACT The present invention provides a process for ﬁ |Eucmg novel

lignin derivatives, which conprises using a li gno wﬂlﬂm Mm ative
cont ai ni ng a di phenyl propane unit fornmed by bi ndi atomTal MAR 2002

ortho-position relative to a phenolic hydroxyl group w®ieg phenol derivative
to a carbon atom at a benzyl-position of a phenyl p mental unit
of lignin, and binding an oxygen atom of the hydroimmmﬂﬁml m aferr]
positional carbon atom under al kali Cé)gbflk s und e hydroxyl
group can dissociate, to obtain an 'Aélry c%%r an deri v&%%e containing an

aryl coumaran unit in which a coumaran skeleton is bound to an aromatic ring
of 1ignin.

The present invention provides a process for producing novel lignin derivatives,

which comprises using a lignophenol derivative containing a diphenylpropane unit

5 formed by binding a carbon atom at an ortho-position relative to a phenolic hydroxyl
group of a phenol derivative to a carbon atom at a benzyl-position of a phenylpropane
fundamental unit of lignin, and binding an oxygen atom of the hydroxyl group and a 3
-positional carbon atom under alkali conditions under which the hydroxyl group can
dissociate, to obtain an arylcoumaran derivative containing an arylcoumaran unit in

10  which a coumaran skeleton is bound to an aromatic ring of lignin.
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