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PROCESS

A process is described for reactivating an at least
partially deactivated copper-containing ester hydrogenation
catalyst which has undergone deactivation through use in
hydrogenation of an unsaturated organic compound selected
from esters of Cg to C,, monocarboxylic acids, diesters of
h dicarboxylic acids, and lactones, to yield a corresponding

hydroxylic compound selected from alcohols and diols which

comprises contacting the at least partially deactivated
copper-containing catalyst at an effective reactivation
temperature and for an effective period of time with a

- gstream of hydrogen-containing gas which is substantially
free from the unsaturated organic compound thereby to
reactivate the at least partially deactivated copper-
containing catalyst.
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