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(54) Title: INVERTED LEAFLET PROSTHETIC VALVE

(57) Abstract: Prosthetic valve embodiments are
described herein that include a frame and a valve
member mounted within the frame. The valve
members can have a plurality of leaflets that are
affixed to one another along their inflow edges,
with articulating edges projecting from the inflow
edges in the outflow direction. In an open config-
uration, the articulating edges can be collapsed ra-
dially inward by the forward flow of blood
through the prosthetic valve, thereby creating a
plurality of discrete flow areas between the frame
and the inflow edges of the leaflets. In a closed
configuration, the leaflets can be pushed radially
outward by the reverse flow of blood, thereby
closing the plurality of discrete flow areas.
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