
The present invention relates to the preparation of a class of novel,
optically active compounds derived from oligomeric proanthocyanidins
(OPCs), more particularly to oligomers of epicatechin. These compounds
include multidentate ligands and their metal complexes for use in
catalysis. Methods of depolymerising proanthocyanidins to form catechins,
and particularly depolymerising proanthocyanidins derived from plant
sources to form novel epicatechins having application in catalysis are
disclosed. 


