
Disclosed is a carboxylic acid compound which is liquid at room
temperature, has little volatility at high temperatures, and provides a
colorless, transparent hardened product with no surface stickiness as a
hardening agent for an epoxy resin composition used particularly as a
sealing material. This carboxylic acid compound is a carboxylic acid
compound (A) obtained by causing an addition reaction between a silicone
compound (a) represented by formula (1) and a compound such as that
represented by the formula (3) having one or more carboxylic acid anhydride
groups in the molecule. (In formula (1), R1 represents an alkylene group
with a total carbon number of 1-10 and which can include an ether group, R2
represents a methyl group or a phenyl group, and n represents an average
value of 1-100.) 




